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PREFACE. 


c^  The  Present  Volume  forms  the  Sequel  and  Con- 

clusiihi  of  the  Author  s  Hulsean  Lectures  "  on  the 
Canon  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament." 

The  greater  portion  of  these  Discourses  was 
preached  before  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  the 
months  of  April  and  October,  1848*;  and  they  are 
now  published  in  compliance  with  the  injunctions 
of  the  pious  and  learned  Founder  of  the  Lecture- 
ship, the  Reverend  John  Hulse. 

In  some  of  the  following  Lectures  reference  will 
be  found  to  an  Appendix,  which  the  Author  had  in- 
tended, in  the  first  instance,  to  add  to  this  Volume  f ; 

"^  *   They  were  also  preached  at  Westminster  Abbey,  in  the 

•  same  year. 

^  In  committing  the   whole  to   the  Press,    it    has   not  been 

'  thought  requisite  to  distinguish  what  was  preached  from  the 

other  parts,  for  the  delivery  of  which  time  did  not  suffice, 
t  See  note  top.  113. 
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vi  Preface. 

but,  as  the  printing  advanced,  it  was  found  that  it 
would  swell  the  work  to  an  inconvenient  bulk ;  and 
it  will  therefore  be  embodied  in  a  separate  Volume, 
which  will  shortly  be  published,  and  which  will  also 
contain  the  Apocalypse,  in  the  original  Greek, 
from  the  best  Manuscripts,  and  a  revised  English 
Version,  and  Harmony,  with  Notes. 


CloisterSf  Westminster  Abbey, 
Jan,  26,  1849. 
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Rbv.  XX.  1 — 3. 

And  I  saw  an  angel  come  down  from  heaven^  having  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand.  And  he  laid 
hold  on  the  dragon,  that  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil,  and 
Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  gears.  And  cast  him  into  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  shut  him  up,  and  set  a  seal  upon  him,  that  he 
should  deceive  the  nations  no  more,  till  the  thousand  years  should 
befulfUled :  and  after  that  he  must  be  loosed  a  little  season. 

The  Apocalypse,  or  Book  of  Revelation,  closes 
the  Canon  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  * ;  and, 
in  this  respect,  it  demands  special  attention.  The 
peculiarities^  also,  of  its  style,  and  the  solemn  im- 

*  It  is  rsXtvraia  rijfc  Xapiro^  fii(i\oi,  as  it  is  called  by 
S.  Gregory  Nyssen,  torn.  iii.  p.  601,  de  Ephraemo,  Lampe 
Proleg.  ad  Joann.  i.  cap.  5,  §  13,  p.  SO.  Ames  Tbeolog.  i. 
c.  34,  §  35.  Canonem  V.  T.  coDStituerunt  Prophetse  et  Christus 
ipse  suo  testimonio  approbavit.  Canonem  N.  T.  obsignavit 
Apostolus  Joannes  divina  auctoritate  instructus  Apoc.  xxii. 
18,  19.  Vetustiores  Apocalypsin  pro  Sigillo  universae  Scrip- 
turse  habuerunt.  Anon.  ap.  Allatium  de  libris  Eccles.  Grseco- 
rum,  p.  48.  GeoXoyuc^  3*  'AiroicaXvi^ic  vaKiv  S^ayic  fcii^vKi 
rffffii  r^c  iraafic  /3ij3Xow. 
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port  of  its  prophecies,  require  the  most  earnest 
reflection.  And  the  circumstances  of  the  eventful 
period  in  which,  by  God's  Providence,  our  lot  is 
cast,  cannot  fail  to  draw  the  mind  of  the  devout 
and  thoughtful  Christian  to  serious  meditations  on 
the  prophetical  portions  of  Holy  Scripture,  espe- 
cially the  Apocalypse ;  and  if  there  is  any  portion 
more  than  another  of  the  Sacred  Volume  which 
ought  to  be  approached  with  sober  and  reverential 
awe,  it  is  assuredly  this  mysterious  book.  Hence, 
therefore,  they  whose  office  it  is  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth  *y  are  solemnly  bound,  as  occasion 
offers,  to  provide  such  instruction  for  their  hearers 
as  may  serve  to  guide  them  to  a  profitable  study  of 
the  words  of  this  prophecy  f . 

These  considerations  appear  to  me  of  so  much 
weight,  that,  being  now  enabled  and  invited  by  the 
reverend  and  learned  the  Trustees  of  the  Hulsean 
Lectureship  to  resume  the  former  argument,  com- 
menced and  pursued  in  the  Lectures  of  last  year, 
concerning  the  Canon  of  Holy  Scripture,  I  propose 
to  devote  the  time  allotted  me  to  the  Apocalypse ; 
and  to  conclude  the  whole  with  a  summary  of  what 
has  been  said  in  preceding  discourses,  concerning 
the  Canon  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament. 

May  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  spake  by  the  Prophets, 
and  descended  in  tongues  of  flre  on  the  Apostles, 
and  Who  sheds  His  bright  beams  of  light  upon  the 

•  2  Tim.  ii.  15.  f  ^ev.  i.  3. 
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Church,  so  illumine  our  minds  with  His  heavenly 
radiance,  that  we  may  have  grace  to  perceive. the 
truth,  and  power  to  declare  the  same ! 

The  proof  of  the  Inspiration  of  the  Apocalypse 
is  involved  in  the  question  of  its  right  inierpretation ; 
and  upon  the  present  occasion  it  will  be  my  en* 
deavour  to  show,  by  a  remarkable  example,  that  this 
divine  book  has  been  brought  into  discredit  by  a 
false  interpretation,  concerning  a  question  of  solemn 
importance ;  and  that  its  honour  has  been  vindicated, 
and  its  authority  retrieved,  and  can  only  be  main- 
tained, by  a  true  Exposition. 

This,  as  will  be  seen,  ia  a  very  interesting  enquiry, 
and  leads  to  the  most  instructive  results  both  in 
doctrine  and  practice. 

There  is  scarcely  any  book  in  the  whole  Bible 
whose  genuineness  and  inspiration  were  more  strongly 
attested  on  its  first  appearance  than  the  Apocalypse. 
No  doubts  whatever  seem  to  have  been  entertained  on 
these  points.  This  I  propose  to  show  more  at  length 
on  another*  occasion.  Suffice  it  now  to  say,  that 
Papias,  Justin  Martyr,  Irenseus,  Melito — that  is, 
eminent  teachers  of  the  Church,  in  the  next  age  to 
that  in  which  it  was  written — ^proclaim  that  its 
writer  was  St.  John,  the  beloved  Disciple  of  Christ. 

Such  was  then  the  voice  of  the  Church. 

And  yet  it  is  no  less  true,  that  in  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries  of  the  Christian  era  many  private 

*  See  below,  Lecture  III. 
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persons,  and  even  Churches,  especially  in  Oriental 
Christendom,  questioned  its  canonicity.  For  ex- 
ample*, St.  Cyril,  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  does  not 
mention  it  in  his  catalogue  of  the  Canonical  books 
of  the  New  Testament ;  nor  does  St.  Gregory  of 
Nazianzum.  St.  Amphilochius,  Bishop  of  Iconium  f , 
speaks  of  it  as  of  doubtful  authority  %  \  ^nd  it  does 
not  appear  in  the  Canon  ascribed  to  the  Council  of 
Laodicea,  in  the  fourth  century. 

Are  not  these  things,  it  may  be  asked,  somewhat 
strange  ?  Can  they  be  accounted  for  ?  If  so,  by 
what  means  ?  Can  it  be  shown  that  these  doubts, 
to  which  we  have  now  referred,  do  not  in  any  degree 
invalidate  the  proofi  that  the  Apocalypse  is  the 
work  of  St.  John  and  the  Word  of  God  ? 

In  reply  to  these  enquiries,  let  me  first  remind 
you  that  the  Jews  of  our  Saviour's  time,  misunder- 
standing the  figurative  language  of  ancient  prophecy, 
imagined  that  the  Messiah  would  be  an  earthly 
Potentate,  and  that  he  would  rule  in  triumphant 
majesty  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  for  a  period  of  a 
thousand  years  ^. 

*  Cateches.  iv.  xxxvi.  p.  QQ^  ed.  Bened. 

f  The  original  words  of  these  authorities  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon." 

;{;  It  has  been  asserted,  by  some  modern  learned  writers  on 
the  Apocalypse,  that  it  is  never  quoted  by  St.  Chrysostom.  This 
is  a  mistake :  there  is  an  evident  allusion  to  it  in  his  first  homily 
on  St.  Matthew  ;  and  Suidas,  in  voce  ^ItaawnQ^  says,  Hx^rai 
6  XpvffOffro/ioc  n)v  *AvoK6Xv}piy. 

§  Lightfoot,i.  p.209,ed.l684.  Hottinger.  Hist.Eccl.  i.  p.l52. 
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You  will  remember,  also,  that  in  the  first  and 
second  centuries  there  were  many  felse  teachers 
who  corrupted  the  Gospel  by  amalgamating  it  with 
Judaism.  One  of  the  most  celebrated  of  these, 
Cerinthus,  is  characterized  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
historian  Eusebius  as  an  Haeresiarch,  and  an  enemy  * 
of  Holy  Scripture;  and  it  is  recorded,  that  such 
was  St.  John's  abhorrence  of  his  opinions,  that  he 
would  not  remain  in  his  company,  nor  even  abide 
with  him  under  the  same  roof  f. 

Cerinthus  embraced  the  Jewish  tenets  concerning 
a  temporal  Messiah,  who  would  reign  gloriously  for 
a  thousand  years  in  the  earthly  Jerusalem.  Accord- 
ing to  these  notions,  Paradise  was  to  be  revived  in 

Incunabula  Chiliasmi  in  Talmude  sunt  quserenda.  Buxtorf.  de 
Synag.  Judaic,  c.  xxxvi.  X/Xia  eri;  numerus  mysticus  apud 
Judaeos :  ''  Messise  dies  sunt  mille  anni,"  say  the  Rabbis ;  see 
the  authorities  cited  by  Mede,  Works,  book  v.  chap.  iii.  p.  892 ; 
by  Wetstein,  Nov.  Test.  ii.  p.  836,  in  Apoc.  xx.  2.  Sex  an- 
norum  millibus  durabit  hie  mundus ;  veniet  Messias  tempore 
matutino  millenarii  sexti.  Dies  septimus  respondet  millenario 
vii°»®  quod  totum  Sabbatum  est. 

*  Euseb.  iii.  28.  (quoting  Caius),  cx^poc  vvap\fav  race 
7pa0a7c  rov  Gcot).  See  Isidorus  Orig.  viii.,  and  S.  Augustin 
De  Hseres.  viii.  p.  40,  ed.  Bened.  Paris,  1837.  Audiendi 
non  sunt  (says  S.  Jerome,  in  his  recension  of  Victorinus  in  Apo- 
calyps.  Bibl.  Patr.  Max.  iii.  p.  421)  qui  mille  annorum  reg- 
nura  terrenum  confirmant,  qui  cum  Cerintho  hseretico  sapiunt. 
See  also  Nicephor.  H.  £.  iii.  14,  concerning  Cerinthus,  the  pro- 
moter of  Chiliasm . 

f  Euseb.  iii.  28. 
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Palestine.  The  Saints  were  to  be  raised  from  their 
graves,  and  to  enjoy  in  Sion  a  millennial  banquet  of 
Elysian  bliss. 

This  doctrine,  thus  transferred  from  the  Synagogue 
into  the  Church,  was  eagerly  embraced  by  the  en- 
thusiastic followers  of  Montanus  *  in  Phrygia.  Nor 
was  this  all.  Some  even  eminent  in  the  Church,  es- 
poused it  Of  these  one  of  the  first  was  Papias,  Bishop 
of  Hierapolis,  in  the  second  century.  He,  we  are 
informed  by  Eusebius,  was  a  man  of  ardent  zeal,  but 
of  slender  judgment  f .  It  is  also  recorded  of  him 
— indeed,  he  states  it  of  himself — that  he  did  not 
set  so  much  value  on  what  he  read^  even  in  the 
Scriptures  themselves,  as  on  what  he  heard  from 
oral  tradition  J.  He  gave  currency  in  his  writings 
to  certain  fantastical  fables  $,  which  he  had  received 
on  hearsay ;  one  of  which  was  the  doctrine  of  a 
millennial  reign  of  Christ  on  earth.  This  tenet, 
it  is  added,  he  imputed  to  Apostolic  language,  which 


*  Gieseler,  Eccl.  History,  §  46,  observes  that  (§  50)  Phrygia 
was  the  cradle  of  Montanism  and  Millenarianism,  which,  he  adds, 
was  taught  in  spurious  writings. 

'I'  Euseb.  iii.  39.    ai^6ipa  afAixpoc  wv  roy  yovv. 

;{;  Euseb.  iii.  39.  oh  yap  ra  Ik  r«iv  fiifiKiutp  roaovrov  fu 
ufpeXiiy  VTriX^Lfijiavoy  6aoy  ra  vapa  (^ari^  0<tfv^c  i^ol  fjievovcrii, 

§  Euseb.  iii.  39.  Xiyac  irapa/3oXac,  Kal  &k\a  fAvducwrepa^ 
ly  olc  xiKidBa  nyd  t^rfaiy  irHy  ttnaOai  fiera  ri^v  ii:  ytKpiay 
avatnaeny,  auffiariKwc  rifc  Xpiarov  fiaaiKeiaQ  Iti  ravrriai  rrfQ 
yfjf;  Inroarriaofjiiyric* 
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he  had  erroneously  understood  in  a  literal  and  ma- 
terial *,  whereas  it  waa  spoken  in  a  figurative  and 
spiritual  sense  f . 

The  facts  and  doctrines  of  Holy  Scripture  have 
been  allegorized  into  shadowy  parables  by  the  wild 
and  destructive  licentiousness  of  some  X  expositors ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  literal  interpretation  of 
what  is  spoken  figuratively  in  Holy  Scripture,  espe- 
cially by  the  Prophets,  has  been  one  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  error.  It  generated  the  carnal 
notions  current  among  the  Jews  in  our  Saviour's 
age,  concerning  the  Messiah's  temporal  reign  on 
earth ;  and  so  it  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  hin- 
drances to  the  reception  of  Him  Whose  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world  §.  It  suggested  the  question 
of  St.  John  himself,  and  of  his  brother,  St.  James : 
Granty  Lord,  that  we  may  sit,  the  one  at  Thy  right 
handy  and  the  other  on  Thy  lefl^  in  Thy  kingdom  ||  ; 

♦  Euseb.  iii.  89.  rd  kv  {nrohlyfAatn  fAvariKvt  elprifuva  fsti 
tntveufpaKtitc, 

f  Hottinger.  Hist.  Eccl.  i.  p.  154,  Hanov.  1655.  Hujus  sen- 
tentiae  (Chiliastics)  auctor  traditur  Papias^  scriptor  quidem  ve- 
tusdssimus,  sed  teste  Eusebio  (iii.  39),  exigui  judicii  homo^  qui 
neglectis  Scriptis  Apostolicis  diligenter  sectabatur  iraditumes 
seoioruni :  et  ita  hunc  errorem  aUegoricis  loquendi  modis  Pro- 
phetis  et  Joanni  cumpriinis  in  Apocalypsi  usitatis  deceptus, 
imbibit. 

X  See  RosenmuUer,  Hist.  Interp.  iii.  41 — 52,  and  Bp.  Marsh 
on  the  Interpretation  of  the  Bible,  Lect.  vi.  and  ix. 

§  John  xviii.  36. 

II  Matth.  XX.  21.    Mark  x.  37. 
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and  it  is  remarkable  that  our  Blessed  Lord  appears 
to  have  given  in  the  present  chapter,  the  twentieth, 
of  the  Apocalypse,  rightly  understood,  a  correction 
of  those  earthly  notions  concerning  Himself  and 
His  kingdom — a  correction  so  much  the  more 
striking,  because  it  is  supplied  by  St  John^  who,  as 
we  know  from  the  petition  just  quoted,  once  enter- 
tained the  Jewish  notion  of  a  millennial  kingdom  of 
the  Messiah  on  earth,  and  aspired  to  fill  a  place  of 
eminence  and  dignity  in  it*. 

So  deeply  rooted  was  this  expectation  of  a  tem- 
poral reign,  even  in  the  hearts  of  the  Apostles,  at 

*  Very  excellent  are  the  observations  of  Dr.  S.  Glasse  on  this 
subject,  and  very  necessary  to  be  well  considered  in  the  present 
times  :—Philol.  Sacr.  Amst  1711,  Prsef.  p.  23.  Si  tropicus 
sernio  proprie  fuit  intellectus,  absurdissimarum  opinionum  monstra 
peperit.  In  ipsIL  Christi  schol&  ruditatem  discipulorum  ejus,  et 
preeconceptam  de  r^no  terreno  opinionem  inter  alia  ortum  ex  eo 
sumpsisse  certum  est,  quod  vaticinia  Prophetarum  quibus  illi 
regnum  Messiae  magnified  admodum  describunt,  et  ad  illus- 
trandam  ejus  amplitudinem  spiritualem  meiapkoris  utuntur,  ut 
proprie  dicta  cum  vulgo  Judseonim  inteUexerunt.  Eandem  ori- 
ginem  Ckiliaatarum  error  obtinet,  in  ipsis  statim  Ecclesiee  incu- 
nabulis,  et  sequentibus,  quem  et  nostro  hoc  cevo  a  nonnullis 
Christi  de  nomine  gloriantibus  revocatura  novimus :  dum  scilicet 
ea  quae  a  Prophetis  de  Ecclesiae  glorid  et  pace  verbis  a  rebus 
terrenis  desumptis  sunt  praedicta,  proprie  accipiuntur,  atque  ex 
iis,  per  suave  somnium,  Ecclesiae  status  formatur  ejusmodi,  ut 
triumphos  meros  agat,  et  pace  temporal!  sine  afflictionum  obtur- 
bantium  nube  fruatur,  atque  ita  iter  ad  regnum  coelorum  affiic- 
tionibus  consecratum  praecluditur,  alia  apert4  vi4  quam  neque 
Christus  instituit  neque  suos  docuit. 
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the  very  close  of  Christ's  ministry,  that  the  last 
question  which  they  are  recorded  in  Scripture  to 
have  addressed  to  Him  was, — Lordj  wilt  thou  at  this 
time  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel*?  Again,  this  literal 
mode  of  interpretation  produced  another  misappre- 
hension concerning  St.  John  himself.  If  I  wiU  that 
he  tarry  tUl  I  come^  what  is  that  to  thee  f  said  our 
Blessed  Lord  of  himf.  Then  went  this  saying 
abroad  among  the  brethren^  that  that  disciple  should 
not  die.  They  understood  literally  what  our  Lord 
had  spoken  figuratively.  It  was  for  St.  Peter  to 
follow  Christ  to  the  cross,  but  for  St.  John  to  tarry 
till  Christ  came,  and  took  Him  to  himself  by  a 
natural  death :  and,  in  a  higher  spiritual  sense, 
St.  John  was  to  tarry  in  the  world,  in  his  Gospel 
and  in  his  Apocalypse,  which  reveals  the  history  of 
the  Church  even  to  the  end ;  and  thus  St.  John 
tarries  with  us  till  Christ  comes. 

Still  further:  It  is  well  known  that  an  opinion 
was  entertained  by  many  of  the  Jewish  Rabbis, 
from  whom  it  was  borrowed  by  some  early  Christian 
teachers,  that  as  the  world  was  created  in  six  days, 
which  were  succeeded  by  a  seventh  of  rest,  so  it 
would  endure  for  six  millenary  periods,  to  be  followed 
by  a   Sabbatical   Millennium  I.     It    will    appear, 

*  Acts  1.  6.     Compare  Luke  xvii.  20. 
f  John  xxi.  22. 

X  See  the  passages  in  Cornel,  a  Lapide,  Wetstein,  and 
Vitringa,  in  Apoc.  xx. ;  and  the  recent  observations  of  Abbe 
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from  these  considerations,  that  many  of  the  primitive 
Christians,  especially  those  of  Jewish  extraction, 
were  predisposed  to  misunderstand,  in  a  carnal  sense, 
the  prophecies  concerning  the  Second  Advent :  and 
we  shall  not  be  surprised  that  such  an  exposition  of 
the  twentieth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse  should 
have  been  adopted  by  Cerinthus,  who  is  called  by 
the  Fathers  half  a  Jew ;  or  by  Papias,  who  was  more 
eminent  for  zeal  than  for  some  other  qualities  which 
are  requisite  in  an  interpreter  of  Scripture ;  or  by 
others,  however  learned,  who  passed  from  the  Syna- 
gogue into  the  Church. 

Such,  then,  was  the  origin  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Millennium. 

Papias,  by  reason  of  his  piety  and  antiquity,  exer- 
cised great  influence.  Eusebius  *  expressly  testifies 
that  the  propagation  of  this  dogma  was  mainly 
due  to  him.  We  need  not  wonder  that  it  should 
have  been  embraced  by  Tertullian,  whose  Monta- 
nistic  bias  prepossessed  him  in  its  favour ;  nor  that 
it  should  have  been,  in  some  respects^  sanctioned  by 
Justin  Martyr,  when  we  recollect  his  Jewish  extrac- 

Gaume,  in  his  Preface  to  his  Histoire  de  la  Societe,  p.  132 — 137. 
The  remark  of  St.  Augustine,  that  the  other  six  days  (Gen.  i.) 
are  said  to  have  consisted  of  a  morning  and  evening^  but  that 
evening  is  not  mentioned  in  the  case  of  the  seventh  day  (De  Civ. 
Dei,  XX.  c.  7),  must  suggest  a  more  spiritual  application  of  the 
history. 

*  Euseb.  iii.  39.  Cf.  Gennad.  (flor.  480)  de  Eccl.  Dogm.  c.  25, 
ap.  S.  August,  torn.  viii.  p.  1699.  Appendix,  ed.  Paris,  1837. 
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tion,  and  his  Platonic  *  training ;  nor  that  it  should 
have  been  adopted  by  Lactantius,  who  appears  to 
have  derived  it  from  the  Sibylline  oracles  f;  nor 
even  that  it  should  have  found,  to  a  certain  extent, 
an  advocate  in  Irenseus,  paying,  as  he  himself  informs 
us»  a  tribute  of  respect  %  to  Papias,  the  companion 
of  Polycarp,  the  scholar  of  St.  John. 

Let  us  pause  here  to  observe  two  facts. 

First ;  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  by  any  of 
these  parties,  to  whom  we  have  now  referred,  con- 
cerning the  genuineness  and  inspiration  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. They  all  received  it  as  a  work  of  the 
Apostle  and  Evangelist,  St.  John.  And  to  speak 
only  of  one  of  them,  Papias  §.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  his  authority  with  respect  to  a  question 
of  doctrine^  yet  it  must  be  regarded  as  high,  con- 
cerning this  matter  of  fact  He  might  easily,  from 
previous  impression,  or  from  defect  of  judgment,  or 
insufficient  care,  be  deceived  as  to  the  meaning  of  a 
particular  passage  in  such  a  book  as  the  Apocalypse. 
But,  living  as  he  did  at  Hierapolis,  in  Asia,  the 


•  Plato  de  Rep.  x.  p.  761,  E.  Phaedr.  p.  1223,  D.  Virgil 
^n.  vi.  748. 

f  Inst.  vii.  24  and  26 ;  vide  Betul.  ad  loc.  Cf.  Casaubon 
Exerc.  Baron*  i.  n.  xviii. 

;{;  Iren.  v.  xxxiii.  ravra  IlaWac,  'Itoavyov  &xov<m)c»  IIoXv- 
Kopwov  ^c  kraipot  yeyovwc,  oftx^'^'ioQ  ityiip, 

J  Papias  received  it  as  inspired  (see  Andr.  Pro] eg.  in  Apoc.). 
Irenaeus,  who  cites  Papias,  calls  it  the  work  of  St  John,  iv.  20. 
V.  26.  v.  30.     See  Euseb.  v.  8. 
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country  to  which  the  Apocalypse  was  first  sent,  and 
within  a  few  years  after  it  was  written,  he  could  not 
easily  have  been  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  fact  of 
its  authm^ship.  And  when  we  remember  that  his 
evidence  on  this  fact  is  corroborated,  as  *  we  shall 
show  hereafter,  by  other  witnesses  of  the  same 
country  and  age,  his  testimony  appears  to  prove 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  the  author 
of  the  Apocalypse  was  St.  John. 

The  second  circumstance  to  which  I  refer  is  this  : 
No  sooner  were  M illeparian  doctrines  imputed  to 
the  Apocalypse,  than  the  Apocalypse  itself  declined 
in  repute. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  was  rejected.  But  it  was  felt 
that  these  Millenarian  doctrines  were  inconsistent 
with  the  general  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture;  and 
hence  many  in  the  Church  began  to  show  symptoms 
of  restlessness  and  perplexity  concerning  the  Apo- 
calypse, to  which  these  doctrines  were  ascribed. 
And  it  may  be  added,  that  the  feeling  of  distrust 
and  anxiety,  produced  by  the  same  causes,  still 
lingers  in  the  minds  of  some  even  to  this  day,  and 
operates  to  the  prejudice  of  this  divine  book. 

The  case  of  the  Apocalypse  in  this  respect  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  Epistle  of  the  Hebrews.  Both 
these  books  were  received  as  divine  as  soon  as  they 
were  vmtten.  But  doctrines,  inconsistent  with  the 
plain  drift  of  Scripture  taken  as  a  whole,  were  im- 
puted by  some  to  them  both.  For  example,  the 
*  See  below,  Lecture  III. 
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NoToiian  heretics  fixed  on  the  sixth  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  to  thfi  Hebrews.  Here  they  entrenched  them- 
selves, and  planted  the  standard  of  their  heterodoxy. 
So  the  Millenarians  thought  themselves  impregnable 
in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse. 

And  what  was  the  consequence  ? 

BoA  these  books  of  Scripture,  being  thus  misin- 
terpreted, were  in  danger  of  being  discredited,  and 
were  rejected  by  some  even  otherwise  orthodox 
writers.  Instead  of  examining  whether  these  two 
books  did  or  did  not  teach  the  erroneous  doctrines 
ascribed  to  them,  the  persons,  to  whom  I  now  refer, 
were  unhappily  overreached  by  the  bold  assertions 
of  their  opponents,  and  cut  short  the  matter  by  sur- 
rendering these  books  as  apocryphal.  Thus,  for  in- 
stance, Cains*,  a  celebrated  Roman  Presbyter  at 
the  commencement  of  the  third  century,  in  bis  con- 
troversy with  Proclus,  a  follower  of  Montanus,  aban- 
doned the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  And  it  is 
remarkable,  that  the  Montanists,  who  built  their 
stem  unrelenting  discipline  of  penance  on  the  sixth 
chapter  of  that  Epistle,  based  their  Millenarian 
doctrines  on  the  twentieth  chapter  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse ;  and  that  this  same  Roman  Presbyter,  who 
gave  up  the  Epistle  to  the    Hebrews  f,  not  only 

•  Flor.  A.D.  210.    Cave,  i.  p.  100.    Routh.  Rel.  Sacr.  ii.  3. 

f  S.  Hieron  Vir.  111.  Caius  dicit  Epistolam  ad  Hebrs&os  PauH 
non  esse  :  Cf.  Mill.  Prol^.  in  Apocalyps.  p.  595.  Ita  res  habet. 
Sub  annum  Christi  210"*""  (neque  enim  ante  de  Lihri  hujus  aucto- 
ritate  controversiani  moverat  quisquam  quod  sciam  prseter  Mar- 
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surrendered  the  Apocalypse,  but  even  was  carried 
80  far,  in  his  hatred  of  the  Millenarian  doctrines 
imputed  to  it,  as  to  ascribe  it,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  to  the  Judaizing  heretic,  Cerinthus  *. 

For  such  reasons  as  these,  doubts  were  entertained 
in  the  Church  of  Rome  concerning  these  books. 
And  let  us  observe,  in  passing,  that  if  the  Church  of 
Rome  had  really  been,  as  she  professes  to  be,  the 
sole  Chmrdian  of  Scripture^  and  if  Scripture  de- 
pended upon  her  for  its  authority,  as  she  pretends, 
then  Christendom  would  have  been  in  great  danger 
of  losing  two  Books  of  the  New  Testament, — the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the  Apocalypse. 

Next,  let  us  remark  the  subtlety  of  the  Arch- 
Enemy  of  man  in  his  aggressions  against  the  Word 

cioDem),  Caius  Ecclesiee  Romance  Presbyter,  ubi  dogma  de 
Millennio  commendatum  videret  Apocalypseos  testimonio  in 
disputadone  contra  Proclum,  libnim  ilium  non  Evangelistae 
Joannis  esse  dixit  sed  Cerinthi.  For  similar  reasons,  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  was  not  read  in  the  Church  of  Rome.  See  the 
passage,  Philast.,  in  Appendix  A.  of  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon," 
No.  xvi. ;  and  Sulpicius  Severus,  cap.  xxxi.,  says  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, "  A  plerisque  aut  stultd  aut  impie  non  recipitur." 

*  Euseb.  iii.  28.  yii.  25.  In  both  which  passages  the  punc- 
tuation ought  to  have  been  amended,  and  then  no  occasion  would 
have  existed  for  the  difficulty  imagined  by  Lardner,  (i.  p.  641, 
ed.  Lond.  4to,  1815,)  Moses  Stuart  (§  17,  p.  286,  Edinb. 
1847),  and  others.  The  true  punctuation  of  the  latter  passage  is, 
Ovx  ^^^C  tCiv  hicoaToKiuy  rtva,  aXX*  ov^  oXutc  riav  dyiuy  $ 
Twy  avo  r^c  eKKXjialag  toOtov  yeyovivai  iroitfTtiv  tov  ffvyypdfi" 
/xaroQf  Kripirdoy  Sf,  k.  t.  X.,  which  will  correct  also  iii.  28. 
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of  Grod.  He  not  only  inspired  heretics  to  compose 
false  booksy  and  to  propagate  them  as  Scripture,  but 
he  tempted  them  to  pervert  Scripture  by  false  inter- 
pretaiions ;  and  thus  he  made  Scripture  itself  appear 
to  be  heretical.  Nor  was  this  all :  he  tempted  even 
such  pious  men  as  Papias  unwittingly  to  abet  their 
artifices  by  an  overweening  zeal  for  oral  tradition ; 
and  he  tempted  such  learned  men  as  Caius  to  abandon 
portions  of  Scripture,  because  they  had  been  per- 
verted by  heretics !  Let  us  observe,  also,  the  striking 
fact,  that  this  very  chapter — the  twentieth  of  the 
Apocalypse — in  which  Satan  is  represented  as  a  cap- 
tive, bound  by  the  chain  in  the  hand  of  Christ,  and 
as  cast  by  Him  into  the  bottomless  pit,  was  perverted 
by  Satan  into  an  occasion  of  triumph  to  himself 
against  the  Church,  in  causing  thereby  the  tem- 
porary and  partial  rejection  of  the  book  in  which 
the  prophecy  of  his  own  doom  is  contained  *. 

Behold  here,  my  beloved  brethren,  a  most  striking 
proof  of  Satan's  craft  and  of  human  weakness  ! 

But,  now,  mark  the  glorious  operation  of  God's 
Providence  in  vindicating  His  own  Word ! 

The  manner  in  which  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
was  retrieved  has  engaged  our  attention  in  a  former 
Lecture  f .     We  speak  now  of  the  Apocalypse. 

The  same  person  was  employed  by  Almighty  God 

*  Cornel,  a  Lapide  ad  Apoc.  xx,  1.  c.  Millenarios  in  suum 
errorem  induxit  hie  locus  Apocalypseos,  quocirea  alii  ex  diametro 
bisadveni,  ut  hunc  errorem  CGnveWerentyrespuebantApocalypslm. 

f  On  the  Canon,  Lect.  IX. 
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in  maintaining  the  inspiration  and  genuineness  of 
both  these  Sacred  Books — the  learned  teacher  of 
Alexandria,  Origen..-.  He  showed  that  the  Apoca- 
lypse had  been  misinterpreted  *.  He  gave  its  true 
exposition,  and  so  restored  it  to  the  Church. 

The  school  of  Origen  gave  birth  to  Dionysius, 
Bishop  of  Alexandria  f,  one  of  the  greatest  Doctors 
of  the  Church,  in  the  third  century ;  distinguished 
alike  by  learning  and  charity. 

It  appears,  that  in  his  age  Millenarian  doctrines 
had  spread  themselves  widely  in  Africa.  Inspired 
with  zeal  for  the  souls  committed  to  his  care,  he 
repaired  in  person  to  the  Churches  in  which  these 
opinions  prevailed,  and  summoned  the  Clergy  of  his 
diocese  to  a  conference,  at  which  many  of  the  laity 
also  were  present.  A  book,  in  which  those  tenets 
were  promulged,  was  made  the  subject  of  patient 
discussion  for  three  days.  The  Bishop  tested  each 
of  its  propositions  by  Scripture,  and  carefully  exa- 
mined  the  allegations   of  the    Millenarians.     The 


*  Euseb.  vi.  25.  Orig.  de  Princ.  ii.  c.  xi.  Tom.  i.  p.  104, 
ed.  Paris,  1733.  "  Judaico  sensu  Scripturas  divinas  iDtelligunt 
solius  literae  discipuli,"  '*  fingentes  sibi  Jerusalem  terrenam  ur- 
bera  reaedificaDdam,"  he  says  of  the  Millenarian  interpreters 
of  the  Apocalypse..  And  in  Philocal.  cap.  xxvi.,  and  Proleg.  in 
Cantica,  iii.  p.  28,  he  says  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium 
was  held  secretly  by  some  of  the  weaker  brethren  among  Chris- 
tians. See  Huet.  Origen.  ii.  22,  who  adds,  that  Millenarianism 
was  condemned  by  Damasus  in  the  case  of  Apollinarius. 

f  Cave,  Hist.  Lit.  i.  124.     He  died  a.d.  265. 
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result  was  most  gratifying.  The  Clergy  thankfully 
acknowledged  the  benefit  they  had  derived  from 
their  Bishop's  fetherly  care ;  and  the  principal  cham- 
pion of  Millenarianism  among  them  ingenuously 
retracted  his  opinions,  and  acknowledged  that  they 
had  no  foundation  in  the  Word  of  God*. 

Dionysius  was  followed  in  the  next  century  by 
St  Jerome.  Hef  declares  that  the  witness  of 
Christian  antiquity  proclaims  the  genuineness  and 
inspiration  of  the  Apocalypse.  He  eloquently  ex- 
presses his  own  admiration  of  the  glorious  splen- 
dours t  of  this  divine  Book.  At  the  same  time, 
no  one  could  protest  more  strongly  than  St.  Jerome 
against  Millenarian  doctrines.  He  calls  them 
''  Jewish  febles  ^."  He  affirms  that  their  advocates 
do  not  comprehend  the  Apocalypse.  He  is  not  one 
of  those,  he  says,  who  have  here  a  continuing  city  ||  : 
no ;  he  looks  not  for  an  earthly  but  for  a  heavenly 
Jerusalem^  which  is  the  mother  ofusaU**.   He  asserts 

•  Euseb.  vii.  24,  25. 

f  Ad  Dardanum  Ep.  129.  Tom.  ii.  p.  607.  Nos  utramque 
suscipimus  (sc.  Apocalypsim  et  Epistolam  ad  Hebraeos)  veterum 
Scriptonira  auctoritatem  sequentes.  See  also  his  Catal.  Vir.  111. 
c.  ix. 

X  Ep.  1.  ad  Paulin  iv.  p.  574.  Apocalypsis  Joannis  tot  habet 
sacramenta  quot  verba.  Parum  dixi  pro  merito  voluminis ;  laus 
omnis  inferior  est. 

§  See  S.  Jerome,  vol.  iii.  ed.  1704,  p.  262,  in  Isaiam  xxx. 
Apocalypsim  non  intelligentes,  &c.  In  Is.  liv.  p.  398.  Nequa- 
quam  secundum  Hebraeos  et  nostros  semi-judisos  in  terra  sed  in 
coelis  urbera  Dei  quae  rentes.     Tom.  iii.  p.  966,  in  Ezek.  xxxviii. 

II  Heb.  xiii.  14.  *•  Gal.  iv.  26. 
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that  they  who  interpret  the  Apocalypse  accordmg  to 
the  letter^  must  Judaize  *.  He  eulogizes  the  expo- 
sition of  DionysiuSy  in  which  that  venerable  writer 
repudiated,  what  he  terms,  "  the  faUe  of  the  thou- 
sand years,  and  of  the  earthly  Jerusalem^  glittering 
with  jewels  and  gold ;  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Hiero-Solymitan  Temple;  and  the  immolation  of 
bulls  and  goats ;  and  a  new  Kalendar  of  Sabbaths ; 
and  the  victorious  march  of  armies ;  and  the  furious 
din  of  battles ;  and  the  pompous  pageantry  of  tri- 
umphs ;  and  the  voluptuous  revelry  of  banquets  f ." 
These,  he  exclaims,  are  the  feverish  dreams  of 
fenatical  enthusiasts ;  not  the  sober  deductions  of 
sound  reason,  nor  the  fruits  of  holy  meditation  on 
the  Word  of  God. 

Such  is  the  language  of  St.  Jerome. 

His  testimony  is  of  greater  weight,  because  when 
he  thus  wrote  he  dwelt  in  Palestine,  at  Bethlehem, 
at  the  close  of  the  fourth  century,  and  had  femiliar 
intercourse  with  the  Rabbis  of  that  age ;  and  had 
been  led  to  examine  carefully  the  Jewish  notions 
concerning  the  Millennium ;  and  because  the 
Churches  of  the  East  at  that  time  had  been  be- 
guiled by  M illenarian  arguments,  extorted  from  the 
Apocalypse,  to  look  with  somewhat  of  distrust  on 
that    sacred   book.     Therefore,   the    assertions    of 

*  Prolog,  in  lib.  xviii.  Is.  cap.  Ixv.  p.  478 :  '*  Si  Apoca- 
lypsim  Joannis  juxta  literam  accipimus  Judaizandum  est." 

f  Hieron.  in  Jerem.  cap.  xix.  p.  620 ;  and  in  Ezek.  cap. 
xxxviii.  p.  966.     In  Isaiam,  cap.  Ixv. 
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St.  Jerome,  concerning  the  Apocalypse  and  the 
Millennium,  reiterated  as  they  are  in  almost  all  his 
expository  works  on  the  Prophecies,  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  results  of  cautious  investigation,  and 
the  deliberate  verdicts  of  a  vrell-informed  judgment 
on  these  important  points. 

Another  of  the  greatest  luminaries  of  that  learned 
age  was  St.  Augustine.  He  also  was  led  to  examine 
this  subject  with  scrupulous  care.  Millenarian  doc- 
trines had  been  prevalent,  as  we  have  seen,  in  his 
native  country,  Africa,  in  the  preceding  age.  He 
himself  had  once  *  held  some  of  these  tenets,  in  a 
modified  form.  But  he  had  seen  reason  to  re- 
nounce them  f .  At  that  time,  also,  when  the  un- 
wieldy iabric  of  the  Roman  empire  was  now  tottering 
to  its  fall,  and  he  that  letteth  vras  ceasing  to  let  X^ 
and  the  consequent  rise  of  the  Antichristian  power 
was  apprehended,  and  the  whole  structure  of  Eu- 
ropean society  was  convulsed  from  its  base  by  the 
shock  of  barbarian  irruptions,  and  men's  hearts  were 
failing  them  for  fear^  and  for  looking  after  those 
things  which  were  coming  on  the  earth  J,  their  attention 
was  naturally  arrested  by  the  Apocalypse. 

In  the  longest  work,  one  of  the  latest,  which  that 

•  De  C.  D.  XX.  7,  cp.  Serm.  250,  vol.  v.  p.  1548,  ed.  Paris, 
1837,  and  qp.  De  Civ.  D.  xxii.  30. 

f  De  Civ.  Dei,  xx.  7.  De  his  duabus  resurrectionibus 
Joannes  Evangelista  in  libro  qui  dicitur  Apocalypsis  eo  modo 
locutus  est,  ut  earum  prima  a  quibusdam  nostris  non  intellecta 
in  quasdam  ridiculas  fabulas  verteretur. 

X  2  Thess.  ii.  7.  §  Luke  xxi.  26. 

c  2 
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great  Father  composed,  his  Treatise  on  the  City  of 
God,  written  on  the  occasion  of  the  tumults  and 
panics  caused  by  the  incursions  of  the  Vandal  armies 
in  Africa,  and  almost  while  his  own  city,  Hippo,  was 
beleaguered  by  a  siege,  in  the  midst  of  which  he 
breathed  his  last  *,  St.  Augustine  discoursed  on  the 
Millennium.  Perhaps  no  more  valuable  commentary 
on  any  portion  of  Scripture,  certainly  no  more  inter- 
esting one,  can  be  found,  than  that  which  was  written 
on  the  Twentieth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse,  amid 
the  storm  of  arms,  by  the  aged  Bishop  of  Hippo. 
It  will  be  found  in  the  twentieth  book  f  of  his  work 
on  the  City  of  God.  Let  me  commend  it  to  your 
careful  perusal. 

In  it  St.  Augustine  taught,  as  Origen,  Dionysius, 
and  Jerome  had  done  before  him,  that  the  Apoca- 
lypse is  the  Word  of  God ;  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  Millennium  is  not  in  the  Apocalypse. 

The  question  seemed  now  at  rest.  It  was  gene- 
rally regarded  as  heretical,  either  to  reject  the 
Apocalypse,  or  to  believe  a  Millennium  J. 

*  A.D.  430,  an.  set.  76,  the  35th  of  his  Episcopate. 

f  Chapters  vi,  vii,  viii,  ix. 

X  Philastrius  de  Haeres.  xii.  Bib].  Patr.  Max.  v.  p.  708. 
Hceresis  est  Chilionetitarum  id  est  Millenariorum  quae  docet  ita, 
cum  venerit  Christus  de  coelo,  mille  anni  enint  iterum  nobis  ad 
camaliter  vivendum,  &c.  Ibid.  xiii.  Post  hos  sunt  Hceretici 
qui  Apocalypsin  Joannis  Apostoli  non  accipiunt  et  non  intelligunt 
virtutem  Scripturae,  ut  etiam  Cerinthi  illius  haeretici  dicere 
audeant  esse  Apocalypsim.  Cf.  Epiphan.  Haeres.  Ixxvii.  Gen- 
nad.  de  Eccl.  Dogm.  ap.  Augustin.  iii.  c.  55,  ed.  Lovan.  App. 
viii.  cap.  25,  ed.  Bened. 
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And  such  was  the  case  for  a  thousand^  years 
from  that  time.  But,  alas!  after  their  expiration, 
amid  the  many  extravagances  which  marred  the 
beauty,  and  crippled  the  power,  and  damaged  the 
success,  of  the  Reformation  of  Religion  in  certain 
parts  of  Europe,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Millennium  was  revived -f.  It  soon  bore 
its  fruits.  It  showed  itself  not  only  in  religious 
fanaticism,  but  also  in  civil  licentiousness.  Some 
who  held  it  in  that  age,  and  in  the  next  century, 
affirmed  that  the  era  of  a  fifth  Monarchy  had  now 
dawned  on  the  world ;  that  all  other  governments 
must  be  overthrown  to  make  way  for  the  reign  of 

^  Ecclesise  sensus  (says  Coraelius  a  Lapide  ad  Apoc.  xx.) 
Millenariorum  sententiam  reprobant ;  unde  jam  evanuisse  videtur. 
Cf.  Baron.  Annal.  ad  An.  303,  n.  127.  Je  ne  scay  point  (says 
Tillemont,  Hist.  Eccl.  art.  Papias,  ii.  p.  140)  qu'on  trouve  qu*il 
y  ait  eu  des  Millenaires  depuis  S.  Jerome  et  S.  Augustin,  de  sorte 
que  si  quelques  uns  en  ont  conserve  les  sentiments,  cela  n'a  fait 
aucim  kclai  considerable.  And  our  great  English  divine,  Dr. 
Isaac  Barrow  (Sermon  xxviii.  vol.  v.  p.  27»  ed.  Oxf.  1818) 
classes  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium  among  "  notions  not 
certain  or  not  true,  in  which  they  who  entertained  them  followed 
some  conceits  once  passable  among  divers,  but  not  built  on  any 
sure  foundation,  and  which  were  anciently  in  great  vogue,  but 
are  now  discarded.**  So  also  Hammond  ad  Rev.  xx.  7.  "  Though 
some  were  otherwise  minded,  yet  was  this  doctrine  of  the 
Chiliasts  condemned  by  the  Church,  and  since  that  time  all  are 
accounted  heretics  who  maintained  it." 

f  By  Nathanael  ^lianus,  David  Georgius,  and  others.  See 
Jansenii  Cone.  Evang.  c.  123.  Gerhardi  Loci  Communes,  xxxii. 
5  74,  tom.  ix.  p.  329,  ed.  Genev.  1639. 
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the  Elect ;  and  that  they  themselves  were  the  Saints, 
the  glories  of  whose  Millennial  reign  were  predicted 
in  such  glowing  colours  by  St.  John  in  the  Apo- 
calypse. 

The  confusions  which  they  produced  in  our  own 
Church  and  Nation  are  well  known  to  you.  Let  me 
pass  from  them  to  remind  you,  that  no  sooner  was 
the  Millennium  again  preached  from  the  Apocalypse, 
than  the  Apocalypse  again  declined  in  repute. 
Some  great  men  of  that  age  fell  into  the  error  of  Caius. 
Instead  of  correcting  the  error  of  those  who  misinter- 
preted the  Apocalypse,  they  visited  their  offence  on 
the  Book  which  they  had  misinterpreted;  and  re- 
jected it,  instead  of  refuting  them. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  such  was  not  the  spirit  of  the 
Church  of  England.  She  rejected  the  human  mis- 
interpretation, and  retained  the  divine  Book.  By 
acknowledging,  as  she  does,  the  authority  of  the 
Creeds,  she  condemns  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium. 
That  doctrine  is  irreconcileable  with  the  assertion, 
that  when  Christ  cometh  again.  He  will  come  to 
judge  all  men ;  that  He  shall  come  from  the  place 
where  He  now  sitteth,  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father,  to  judge  both  the  quick  and  dead;  that 
is,  to  judge  those  who  are  alive  on  the  earth, 
and  those  who  are  in  their  graves ;  and  that  "  His 
kingdom," — the  kingdom  which  will  then  be  glo- 
riously established, — shall  not  be  merely  for  a  thou- 
sand years,  but  "  shall  have  no  end ;"  and  that,  to  cite 
the  words  of  the  Church  in  the  Athanasian  Creed, 
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at  His  "  coining,  all  men  "  (not  the  Saints  only,  but) 
"  aU  men^  shall  rise  again  with  their  bodies^  and  shall 
give  an  account  of  their  own  works ;  and  that  they 
that  have  done  good  shall  go"  (not  into  the  Millen- 
nial mansions  of  an  earthly  Jerusalem^  but)  ^^  into 
life  everlasting;  and  they  that  have  done  evil  into 
everlasting  firer 

This  is  the  Catholic  Faith.  It  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  Millennium  * 

Nor  was  this  all. 

In  the  year  1530,  the  Millenarian  doctrines  were 
censured  by  the  most  eminent  among  the  continental 
Reformers,  Melanchthon,  Luther,  and  others,  in  the 
Augsburgh  Confession.  "  Christ,"  say  they  in  that 
public  Formulary  of  Faith,  "  will  come  to  judgment, 
and  will  raise  all  men^  both  bad  and  good ;  and  we 
condemn  those  who  are  now  propagating  the  Juda- 
istic  opinion^  that,  before  the  General  Resurrection 
of  the  Dead,  the  Saints  will  reign  on  earth  f ." 

Still  more ;  The  Church  of  England  reprobated  the 

*  The  language  of  Andreas,  Bishop  of  Cappadocia,  in  the 
sixth  century,  concerning  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium,  is 
very  emphatic.  Bibl.  Patrum  Max.  Tom.  v.  pag.  627.  Primam 
ex  mortuis  Resurrectionem  soils  Sanctis  propriam  futiuram  dixe- 
runt;  quo  nimirum  in  h4c  crassS  et  caliginosS  terri  in  qud 
illustria  fortitudinis  et  patientise  specimina  ediderant  Mille  annis 
gloria  et  honore  potiantur;  post  hoc  autem  tempus  elapsum 
universalem  omnium,  hoc  est  non  justorum  tantum,  verum  etiam 
peccatorum,  Resurrectionem  fore.  Sed  Ecclesia  neutrum  horum 
recipii:  Sri  oh^ev  rovriav  ^  'EcicXi^fff  a  li^tiCTai  irspiTTov  itrri 
cat  Myetv,  says  Arethas,  p.  816. 

f  Confess.  August.  Pars  i.  Art.  xvii.p.  14, ed.  Hase.  Lips.  1837* 
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doctrine  of  a  Millennium,  in  a  special*  Article,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  VI.,  in  the  year  1552.  "  They 
(she  says)  that  go  about  to  revive  the  fahle  of 
hereticksj  called  MUlenarii^  be  repugnant  to  Holy 
Scripture,  and  cast  themselves  headlong  into  a 
Jewish  dotage^^  She  condemns  it  also  in  her  Fourth 
Article,  where  she  says  that  ^  Christ  ascended  into 
heaven,  and  there  sittethy  until  He  return  to  judge  all 
men,  at  the  last  day!" 

And  further :  This  doctrine  is  at  variance  with 
the  Public  Prayers  of  the  Church  of  England. 

It  is  irreconcileable  with  the  language  of  the 
Collect  for  the  first  Sunday  in  the  season  of  Advent, 
in  which  she  prays,  "that  at  the  last  day^  when 
Christ  shall  come  again  in  His  glorious  Majesty 
to  judge  the  quick  and  dead,  we  may  rise  to  the 
life  immortal.'"  It  is  irreconcileable  with  the 
prayer  in  the  Order  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead, 
that  Christ  would  "shortly  accomplish  the  number 
of  His  elect,  and  hasten  His  kingdom;  that  we, 
with  all  those  that  are  departed  in  the  true  fidth  of 
God's  holy  name,  may  have  our  perfect  consum- 
mation and  bliss  in  body  and  soul"  in  His  eternal 
and  everlasting  glory. 

Such,  then,  is  the  judgment  of  the  Church  of 
England  concerning  the  Millennium. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  you  that  she  entitles 
the  Apocalypse,  "The  Revelation  pf  St.  John  the 
Divine." 

*  See  it  in  Cardwell's  Synodalia,  i.  p.  17,  and  p.  33. 
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Thus  she  rejects  the  Millennium,  and  receives  the 
Apocalypse. 

We  should  have  been  very  unmindful  of  our  duty, 
if  we  had  not  entered  on  this  subject  with  feelings  of 
reverent  devotion  for  the  Divine  Word,  and  with  an 
earnest  desire  of  confirming  your  faith  in  its  in- 
tegrity and  inspiration,  and  of  increasing  your  gra- 
titude to  God  for  enduing  our  own  Church  with  grace 
and  vnsdom,  and  so  enabling  her  to  be  a  faithful 
witness  and  keeper  of  Holy  Writ. 

What  a  high  dignity  is  this !  What  a  glorious 
privilege!  Yes;  and  believing  with  her  that  the 
Word  of  Almighty  God  is  yea  and  amen*y  so  that 
it  cannot  be  inconsistent  with  itself;  and  that, 
like  its  Divine  Author,  it  has  no  variableness  or 
shadow  of  turning  f ;  and  that,  in  her  words,  "  the 
doctrine  of  the  Millennium  is  repugnant  to  Holy 
Scripture ;"  and  that  if  it  could  be  proved  from  the 
Apocalypse,  the  Apocalypse  would  not  be  Scripture ; 
and  knowing,  as  we  do,  from  the  history  of  the 
Church,  that  wherever  this  doctrine  has  been  im- 
puted to  the  Apocalypse,  the  Church  has  been  in 
peril  of  losing  the  Apocalypse ;  and  seeing  with 
sorrow  that  this  doctrine  has  been  revived  in  this 
our  day,  and  is  now  propagated  with  industrious  zeal, 
therefore  we  would  say,  with  affectionate  and  re- 
spectful earnestness,  to  all  who  suppose  that  they 
find  the  Millennium  in  the  Apocalypse, — Be  on  your 
guard.     Beware  lest  you  lose  the  Apocalypse.     Take 

♦  2  Cor.  i.  20.  f  James  i.  17. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


26  On  the  Doctrine  [lect. 

heed  lest  you  cause  others  to  lose  it.  Remember, 
the  belief  of  the  one  has  produced  the  rejection  of 
the  other.  Remember,  too,  what  first  led  to  the 
ascription  of  that  doctrine  to  the  Apocalypse — oral 
Tradition;  Tradition,  contrary  to  God's  written  Word. 
You  justly  charge  Rome  with  making  the  Word 
of  God  of  none  effect  by  her  tradition  *.  Take  heed 
lest  you  give  a  triumph  to  Rome,  and  bring  discredit 
on  yourselves  by  preaching  this  doctrine,  derived 
from  oral  tradition ; — ^tradition,  it  is  true,  commended 
by  Papias,  Justin,  and  Irenseus,  and  exercising  a 
wide  and  dominant  influence ;  and  so  teaching  the 
Church,  by  a  memorable  example,  how  unsafe  it  is, 
in  matters  of  doctrine,  to  abandon  the  solid  sub- 
stance of  the  Divine  Oracles,  and  to  catch  at  the 
airy  shadows  of  human  memories  f. 

Take  heed,  also,  lest  you  who  belong  to  a  Pro- 
testant Church,  and  revere  the  principles  of  the 
English  Reformation,  expose  yourselves  to  a  charge 
of  inconsistency,  by  maintaining  a  doctrine  con- 
demned by  the  most  eminent  Reformers,  and  by 
the  Church  of  England  herself. 

Take  heed,  likewise,  lest  you  give  encouragement 
to  the  recklessness  or  supineness  of  profligate  or 
thoughtless  men,  by  flattering  them  with  a  delusive 
hope  that  the  day  of  their  account  will  be  prorogued 
for  a  thousand  years  after  the  next  coming  of  Christ. 

*  Mark  vii.  11.     Matth.  xv.  6. 

\  Gerhard  Loci  Theol.  ix.  p.  322.  Memorabili  Papiee  ex- 
emplo  Deus  Ecclesiam  monere  voluit,  quam  periculosum  sit 
incertas  traditiones  praetermissis  Scripturis  sequi. 
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But  the  advocate  of  Millenarian  doctrines  may 
perhaps  allege  that  he  does  Twt  desert  the  Word  of 
God:  that  he  clings  to  it:  that  he  believes  the 
Apocalypse  to  be  Scripture ;  and  that  he  finds  the 
Millennium  there.  It  is  no  fault  of  mine  (he  may 
proceed  to  say)  if  this  doctrine  displeases  some,  or 
leads  them  to  reject  the  Apocalypse.  I  believe  the 
doctrine,  and  I  receive  the  Book ;  and  I  love  the  Book, 
because  it  contains  the  doctrine.  I  appeal  to  the 
Twentieth  chapter.  There  Jesus  Christ  descends 
from  heaven :  He  chains  Satan  for  a  thousand  years ; 
the  souls  of  the  just  live ;  this  is  the  first  resurrection : 
they  reign  with  Christ  a  thousand  years  on  earth  in 
the  new  Jerusalem ;  they  are  set  on  thrones,  and 
judgment  is  given  them :  then  Satan  is  loosed  for  a 
little  season  to  deceive  the  nations,  to  gather  them  to 
battle,  to  war  vrith  the  Saints ;  and  then  Satan  is 
vanquished  and  bound  for  evermore,  and  the  rest  of 
the  dead  are  raised,  and  the  universal  judgment 
ensues:  and  the  righteous  ascend  to  heaven,  and 
the  wicked  are  cast  into  hell. 

Here,  he  affirms,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Millen- 
nium; "and  I  hold  that  doctrine,"  he  says,  "because 
I  find  it  in  the  Apocalypse,  and  because  I  believe 
the  Apocalypse  to  be  the  Word  of  God." 

Such  is  the  language  of  those  who  maintain  a 
Millennium. 

We  have  spoken  already  of  two  causes  of  the 
Millenarian  error;  and  now  we  are  led  by  these 
allegations  to  mention  a  third.     This  is  to  be  found 
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in  an  incorrect  view  of  the  plan  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse. 

The  advocates  of  this  doctrine  have  commonly  sup- 
posed that  the  Apocalypse  is,  if  we  may  so  speak,  a 
continuous  prophetical  history,  flowing  on  in  a  re- 
gular chronological  stream  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end*.  This  being  their  theory,  they  are  ne- 
cessarily led  to  regard  the  events  of  the  Twentieth 
chapter  as  subseqtient  to  those  of  the  Nineteenth; 
and  since  the  nineteenth  terminates  with  the  de- 
struction of  the  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet,  and 
with  the  great  Victory  of  Christ  in  the  mystical 
conflict  of  Armageddon,  they  cannot  conceive  that 
the  Twentieth  chapter  refers  to  events  of  earlier 
date,  or  indeed  to  any  thing  else  than  a  period 
posterior  to  that  great  triumphant  catastrophe. 

But  this  theory  is,  I  am  persuaded,  very  erroneous. 
The  Apocalypse  is  not  a  consecutive  Prophecy. 
Rather,  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  synoptical  sys- 
tem of  co-ordinate  Prophecies.  And  so  it  was  re- 
garded by  the  Ancient  Expositors.  They  perceived 
that  it  consisted  of  frequent  anticipations  and  fre- 
quent recapitulations  f ;    that  is,  they  saw  that  the 

♦  See  more  on  this  subject  below,  Lecture  VI. 

f  Thus,  e.  g.  Bede  Prolog,  in  Apoc.  Juxta  consuetudinem 
libri  isdus  usque  ad  sextum  numenun  ordinem  custodit,  et  prse- 
tennisso  sepdmo  recapitulat.  Sed  et  ipsa  recapitulatio  pro  locis 
intelligenda  est.  Aliquando  enim  ob  origine  Passionis  (sc. 
Christ])  aliquando  a  medio  tempore,  aliquando  de  sola  novissima 
pressurai,  aut  non  multo  antd,  dicturus  recapitulat.  Illud  tamen 
fixum  servat,  ut  a  sexto  recapitulet. 
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inspired  Writer,  borne  as  it  were  on  the  wings 
of  the  Spirit,  hastened  on  to  future  events,  which 
he  would  again  describe  more  fully  hereafter ;  and 
that,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  brink  of  the 
consummation  of  all  things,  he  suddenly  returned, 
either  to  the  first  age  of  Christianity,  or  to  some 
intermediate  point ;  and  then,  beginning,  as  it  were, 
from  a  fresh  source,  travelled  down  by  a  new  stream ; 
and  that  this  he  did  at  several  successive  times. 

For  example :  they  did  not  imagine  that  the  ad- 
dresses to  the  Asiatic  Churches  were  to  be  limited 
to  those  seven  Churches,  but  were  to  be  applied  by 
a  figurative  expansion  to  the  Christian  Churches  of 
every  age  and  country. 

Again :  the  period  of  the  seven  Seals,  according 
to  them,  extends  to  the  end  of  time ;  and,  with  the 
opening  of  the  seventh,  the  Evangelist  commences 
again  at  the  initial  point  from  which  he  had  before 
proceeded ;  and  he  declares  more  fully  in  the 
Trumpets,  what  had  before  been  revealed  in  the 
Seals. 

So,  again,  after  the  sounding  of  the  sixth  Trumpet, 
he  receives  the  little  Book  *,  and  reverts  to  an  earlier 
period :  whence  he  advances  forward ;  and  after  the 
sounding  of  the  seventh  Trumpet  he  returns  to  the 
first  origin  of  the  Church  f ,  and  traces  its  history,  with 
reference  to  a  particular  power — that  of  the  Beast — 
even  to  the  end.     He  then  returns  to  speak  of  the 

*  Chap.  X.  8.  f  Chap.  xii. 
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seven  Vials  *,  to  be  poured  on  the  Empire  of  the 
Beast ;  then  he  reverts  to  describe  more  fully  the 
judgment  of  the  Harlot  seated  on  the  Beast  f ;  and 
thence  he  proceeds  to  the  eve  of  the  end.  This  is 
the  close  of  the  nineteenth  chapter. 

And  what  now  is  the  subject  of  the  Twentieth 
Chapter? 

The  Seals  being  all  opened,  the  Trumpets  having 
all  sounded,  the  Vials  being  all  poured  out,  he  re- 
ascends  once  more,  and  once  for  allj,  in  order  to 
declare  what  Christ  had  done  for  His  Church,  even 
from  His  incarnation ;  how  He  had  bound  Satan ; 
how  He  had  preserved  His  faithful  servants  in  every 
age  § ;  how  He  had  done  His  part,  and  would  do  so 


♦  Chap.  XV.  1.  f  Chap.  xvii.  1. 

X  Bede  ad  loc.  Recapitulans  ab  origine  plenius  exponit  quo- 
modo  supra  dixerit.  Haymo.  ad  loc.  Revertitur  ad  superiora, 
id  est  ad  ea  quae  ante  adventum  Christi  facta  sunt.  In  Mc  enim 
prophetid  non  servaiur  ordo  Historic.  Angelus  hie  est  Dominus 
Jesus  Christus  qui  de  coelo  descendit,  quia  homo  factus /or^em 
alligavit  et  eos  qui  fuerunt  vasa  irce  fecit  vtisa  miaericordice, 
Clavis  abyssi  discretio  significatur  qu^  Deus  aliquando  reprobos 
saBvire  permittit  contra  Ecclesiam :  et  sicut  clavi  aperietur  ostium 
et  iterum  clauditur,  sic  Diabolus  et  ejus  membra  modo  ssevire 
permittuntur,  modo  exire  prohibentur.  Per  eatenam  verb  Dei 
potestas  significatur  quee  omnia  cingit,  omnia  complectitur,  quam 
habet  in  manu,  id  est  in  potestate  Verbi,  "  per  Quod  omnia  facta 
sunt." 

§  Idem,  1.  c.  Millenarius  numerus  in  Scriptura  pro  perfectione 
rei  ponitur.  Decies  enim  deni  centum  fiunt :  Quae  jam  figura 
plana  est:  decies  autem  centum  Mille  qui  numerus  in  altitu- 
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unto  the  end,  that  all  men  should  be  saved :  that 
He  had  offered  heavenly  glories  to  all  who  are  true 
to  Him :  that  even  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and 
sucklings  He  has  ordained  strength''^;  and  thus  He 
showed  that  the  failings  and  miseries  of  men,  which 
had  been  described  in  such  vivid  colours  in  the 
preceding  visions  of  this  book,  were  due  to  them- 
selves alone;  and  that  all  God's  acts  toward  man 
were  done  in  equity  and  love. 

This  chapter,  then,  is  the  summing  up  of  the 
whole  Revelation  f . 

Viewed  in  this  lights  it  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  whole.  It  is  the  moral  epilogue  of  this  sublime 
drama.  And  when  so  regarded,  it  gives  no  counte- 
nance to  Millenarian  notions. 

Let  us  now  return  to  examine  the  reasons  above 
pleaded  in  behalf  of  these  opinions. 

On  these  allegations  I  would  first  observe,  that  the 
greatest  caution  is  to  be  used  how  we  attempt  to 
build  any  doctrine  on  an  isolated  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture. A  doctrine  which  is  based  on  one  text  of 
Scripture  will  generally  be  found  to  rest  on  no 
text  at  all.  Scripture  is  not  so  poor  as  to  have 
only  a  few  syllables  to  bestow  on  an  article  of  Faith. 

tudinem  surgens  solidam  figuram  reddit,  et  omne  significat 
tempus  a  Domini  passione  ad  finem  sseculi. 

•  Ps.  viii.  2. 

't'  Bede  in  loc.  Recapitulans  ab  origine  plenius  exponit  quod 
supra  dixerit.  Lightfoot,  on  Rev.  xx.,  well  says :  "  This  chapter 
containeth  a  brief  view  of  all  the  times  from  the  rising  of  the 
Gospel  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
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We  are  specially  and  solemnly  warned  in  Scrij)- 
ture  that  prophecy  is  of  no  private  interpretation*. 
We  are  commanded  to  compare  spirittial  things  with 
spiritudf :  and  to  interpret  Scripture,  not  from  one 
passage,  but  according  to  the  proportion  of  faith  % — 
that  is,  according  to  the  symmetry  of  the  whole — 
and  not  to  mar  that  proportion  by  an  interpretation 
at  variance  with  it 

Now,  to  repeat  the  words  of  our  own  Church,  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Millennium  is  "  repugnant  to  Scripture," 

Scripture  teaches  us  that  Christ,  Who  has  appeared 
once  on  earth  for  our  salvation^  has  ascended  into 
heaven,  there  to  prepare  a  place  J  for  His  faithful 
people:  that  the  many  mansions  promised  to  them|| 
are  not  in  an  earthly  city,  but  in  His  Father's  house : 
that  the  Saints,  when  raised  from  the  dead,  will  be 
eqtuil  to  the  Angels  *♦,  and  will  therefore  be  citizens  of 
heaven  ;  that  being  lifted  up  on  high  ff ,  He  draws  all 
men  to  Him ;  that  He  Who  has  been  taken  up  into 
Heaven  will  remain  in  Heaven  till  Ae  restitution  of 
all  things  tt  /  that  as  He  ascended  into  heaven,  so  He 
will  comCy  in  like  manner  §§,  with  His  Holy  Angels, 
once  again,  and  only  once,  not  to  reign  on  earth, 
but  to  awaken,  not  the  Saints  only,  but  all  men 

•  2  Pet.  i.  20.  t  ^  Cor.  ii.  13. 

X  Rom.  xii.  6.  J  John  xiv.  2. 

II  John  xiv.  2.  •*  Luke  xx.  36. 

f f  John  xii.  32.  JJ  Acts  iii.  2U 
&&  Actsi.  11. 
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from  their  graves^  and  to  judge  the  world.  That  day, 
in  which  the  Saints  will  arise  from  the  dead,  is 
called  by  Christ  Himself  the  last  day.  This  is  the 
Father's  will{8Bjs  He),  Aat  of  aU  which  He  hath  given 
Me  I  shoftdd  lose  nothing^  but  shotdd  raise  it  up  again 
at  the  last  day  *.  And  observe,  He  calls  the  day  of 
judgment  also  the  last  day.  He  that  rejecteth  Me  hath 
me  that  judgeth  him :  the  word  that  1  have  spoken^ 
the  same  shall  judge  him  in  the  last  day  f .  Therefore, 
there  will  be  no  Millennial  interval  between  the 
Resurrection  of  the  Saints  and  the  Universal  Judg- 
ment: no;  they  will  take  place  on  one  and  the 
same  day — the  last  day.  In  a  moment^  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  t,  the  Lord  shall  descend  toith  a 
shouij  with  the  voice  of  the  Archangel^  and  the  trump 
of  God  § ;  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  ||,  The  Lord 
Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  His  mighty 
Angels**.  The  hour  is  coming  (as  He  Himself  says) 
in  whichy  not  the  righteous  only,  but  all  thai  are  in 
the  graves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man^  and 
shall  come  forth  ;  they  that  have  done  good^  unto  the 
resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil^  unto 
the  resurrection  of  damnation  ff .  It  is  appointed  unto 
men  once  to  die,  and  after  this  (not  a  MUlennium, 
but)  the  Judgment  %%.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in 
the  glory  of  His  Father  with  His  Angels;  and  then 

*  John  vi.  39.  t  ^^^^  ™-  ^^* 

X  1  Cor.  XV.  52.  §  1  Thess.  iv.  16. 

II   1  Cor.  XV.  52.  ••  2  Thess.  i.  7. 

tt  John  V.  28,  29.  %X  Heb.  ix.  27. 
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He  shall  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works  * ; 
and  Whosoever  shall  have  been  ashamed  of  Him  and 
of  His  works,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ashamed 
when  He  shall  come  in  His  ghry  f .  The  Lord  Jesus 
shall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  His  appearing  f. 
When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  His  glory,  and 
all  the  Holy  Angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  His  glory,  and  before  Him  shall  be 
gathered  all  nations ;  and  He  shall  separate  them  one 
from  another  §. 

Such  are  the  words  of  our  future  Judge  Him- 
self. 

Many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shaU  awake;  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to 
shame  and  everlasting  contempt  ||. 

Still  further :  It  is  clear  also  from  Scripture  that 
the  present  mia^ed  state  of  things  will  continue,  as  it 
now  is,  to  the  Day  of  Judgment,  and  will  be  imme- 
diately  succeeded  by  that  day.    The  tares  and  the 

*  Matth.  xvi.  27.  f  ^^^^  i^*  26. 

X  2  Tim.  iv.  1.  §  Matth.  xxv.  31,  32. 

II  Dan.  xii.  2.  See  the  conclusions  of  S.  Hippolytus,  writing 
in  the  third  century,  B.  P.  M.  p.  257.  "  After  that  the  abomination 
of  desolation  has  been  revealed,  and  the  world  hastens  to  its  close, 
what  then  remains  but  the  coming  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  from 
heaven  to  execute  just  judgment  on  aU  who  do  not  believe  on 
Him?  Then  the  trumpet  will  sound,  and  every  nation  and 
language  and  tribe  will  arise  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  to 
stand  before  the  just  and  terrible  Judge.  .  .  .  And  the  King  of 
kings  shall  be  revealed ;  and  all  flesh*  had  and  good,  shall  see 
Him." 
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wheat  will  grow  together  in  the  field  of  the  worlds 
even  unto  the  Harvesty  which  is  Hie  end  of  the 
world  * — the  Last,  the  Great  Day.  The  Lord  of  the 
Harvest  will  then  send  forth  the  Reapers,  who  are  the 
Angels,  to  gather  up  the  tares^  and  to  bind  them  in 
bandies,  to  blim  them,  and  to  store  the  wheat  in  His 
Bam.  So,  again,  the  chaff  will  remain  mixed  with 
the  grain  on  the  threshing-floor  of  this  world  till  the 
Judge  comes,  with  the  fan  in  His  hand^  to  purge  his 
floor  f ,  and  to  winnow  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
good  and  bad  fish  will  remain  together  in  the  net  of 
the  Church,  till  it  is  drawn  to  shore,  and  then  the 
good  will  be  gathered  into  vessels,  and  the  bad  be  cast 
away  I.  The  bad  and  good  guests  will  remain  at 
table  together  till  the  King  comes  to  see  them  ^, 
and  to  cast  the  man  without  the  wedding  garment 
into  outer  darkness.  The  wise  and  foolish  virgins 
slumber  and  sleep,  till  at  midnight  a  cry  is  made, 
and  the  Bridegroom  comes :  and  they  that  are  ready 
go  into  the  marriage,  and  the  door  is  shut  ||.  These 
Parables  show  that  the  present  mia?ed  state  of  things 
will  continue  till  Christ  comes ;  and  that  then  a  full 
and  final  separation  will  take  place :  and  they  teach 
us  plainly  the  solemn  truth,  that  there  is  no  Mil- 
lennial gulf  betwixt  Time  and  Eternity. 

Again :  what  was  the  language  of  the  Apostles  ? 
When  the  Thessalonians  were  expecting  the  imme- 

*  Matth.  xiii.  30 — 39.  f  Matth.  iii.  12. 

X  Matth.  xiii.  48.  §  Matth.  xxii.  10. 


Matth.  XXV.  1—12. 
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diate  re-appearance  of  Jesus  Christ,  what  did  St. 
Paul  say?  Did  he  tell  them  a  Millennium  would 
first  ensue?  No;  he  that  letteth  will  be  taken 
away.  Antichrist  would  then  be  revealed,  the  Son 
of  Perdition ;  and  then  the  Day  of  the  Lord  will 
come— come  suddenly — ^not  after  a  fixed  period — 
but  like  a  thief  in  the  night*.  What,  again,  did 
St.  Peter  teach  ?  Was  it  that  the  heavens  and  earth, 
as  they  now  are,  would  be  kept  in  store,  reserved 
for  the  habitation  of  Christ  in  this  lower  world? 
No ;  they  are  kept  in  store^  reserved  unto  fire  against 
the  day  of  jvdgmeni\\  and  then  the  Saints  of  God, 
as  St.  Paul  X  teaches,  who  are  alive,  will  be  caught  up 
in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air^  (not  to 
dwell  with  Him  on  earthy)  and  so  be  ever  with  the 
Lord.  What,  in  fine,  does  St.  John  teach  in  the 
Apocalypse  itself?  At  the  sounding  of  the  seventh 
Trumpet,  that  is,  a  short  time  before  the  coming  of 
Christ,  the  voices  in  heaven  say.  Thy  wrath  is  comcy 
and  the  time,  or  season  ^,  of  the  dead  to  be  judged ; 

*  2  Thess.  ii.  1 — S.  It  appears  probable  that  St.  Paul,  in  his 
Second  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  (2  Thess.  ii.  2.)  alludes  to 
Millenarian  notions,  propagated  by  Judaizers  in  Thessalonica, 
(Acts  xvii.  5. 13.  1  Thess.  ii.  14.)  which  abounded  with  that  class. 
See  Gieseler,  Eccl.  Hist.  §  50.  They  studiously  propagated  the 
opinion  that  "  the  day  of  the  Lord  was  at  hand,*'  and  appear  to 
have  forged  an  Epistle  in  St.  Paul's  name,  to  countenance  that 
notion.  Many  other  spurious  writings  were  current,  which  were 
fabricated  with  this  view. 

t  2  Pet.  iii.  7. 

J  1  Thess.  iv,  17.  §  Katpbc  Twy  vtK^Vy  KpiBfjyat. 
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and  that  thou  shonldest  give  reward  unto  Thy  servants, 
the  Prophets  and  to  the  Saints  *.  Therefore  the  Re- 
ward of  the  Saints  and  the  General  Resurrection 
will  be  contemporaneous.  And,  again,  we  there 
read  that  Christ  will  come  suddenly— come  quickly 
^-come  as  a  thief  in  the  night;  that,  behold.  He 
cometh  in  the  clouds,  and  that  eve&t  eye  will  see 
Him ;  they  also  who  pierced  Him  f . 

Such  is  the  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture,  not 
in  one  isolated  passage,  nor  in  one  single  book, 
but  throughout  the  New  Testament;  and  I  now 
leave  it  to  you  to  decide,  whether  this  language 
can  be  reconciled  with  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium. 

Next,  as  we  have  seen,  this  doctrine  is  repug- 
nant to  the  teaching  of  the  Church.  The  Church  is 
the  Guardian  of  Scripture;  it  is  also  its  divinely- 
appointed  Interpreter ;  and  that  man  has  but  little 
judgment,  and  ought  to  have  less  authority,  who  sets 
up  his  own  private  opinions  against  the  public 
judgment  and  authority  of  the  Church. 

If  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium  be  tru€,  it  is  a 
most  important  doctrine:  and  being  so,  it  would 
doubtless  have  found  its  place  in  the  public  con- 
fessions of  the  Church.  But  there  is  no  Creed  in 
Christendom  in  which  it  is  to  be  found ;  and  it  is 
contradicted  by  the  Creeds  received  in  the  Uni- 
versal Church. 

•  Rev.  xi.  18.  t  Rev.  i.  7. 
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Some  persons  in  the  Church,  we  allow,  did  once 
hold  this  doctrine.  But  they  were  not  the  Church  *. 
We  should  do  wrong  to  them  and  ourselves,  if  we 
permitted  them  to  have  dominion  over  our  faith  ^. 
St.  Cyprian  erred  in  the  matter  of  heretical  baptism. 
St.  Augustine  erred  concerning  the  authority  of 
certain  Ecclesiastical  books ;  and  he  erred  in  some 
other  respects :  and  he  had  the  courage  and  the 
wisdom  publicly  to  avow  and  to  retract  his  errors. 
But  none  of  the  Fathers  erred  so  &r  as  to  imagine 
himself  infallible,  or  to  persist  in  error  when  proved 
to  be  such.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  told  that 
Justin  Martyr,  and  TertuUian,  and  Irenseus,  and  Lac- 
tantius,  believed  in  a  Millennium ;  and  that  therefore 
it  is  trice.  But  let  it  be  shown  to  us  in  Scripture. 
Let  it  be  shown  to  have  been  the  &ith  of  the  Church. 
It  may  be  shown  in  the  writings  of  some  few 
Fathers  in  one  or  two  centuries ;  and  we  can  show 
how  it  came  into  those  writings ;  by  oral  tradition, 
and  from  the  dreams  of  Judaism,  and  from  an  in- 
correct view  of  the  Apocalypse.  It  may  be  shown 
in  Papias :  but  let  it  be  shown  to  us  in  Clement, 
in  Ignatius,  in  Polycarp — the  disciples  of  St.  John. 
Remember,  when  the   grandsons  of  St.  Jude,  the 


*  Neander  Eccl.  Hist.  ii.  824.  (Rose's  Translation.)  **  We 
are  not  to  understand  that  Chiliasm  ever  belonged  to  the  uni- 
versal doctrines  of  the  Church." 

t  2  Cor.  i.  24. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I.]  of  a  Millennium.  39 

brother  of  our  Lord,  were  brought  before  the 
Emperor  Domitian,  in  the  very  age  in  which  the 
Apocalypse  was  written  *,  (for,  as  Herod  feared  the 
first  coming,  so  the  Emperor  feared  the  second 
coming  of  Christ,)  and  when  they  were  asked  by 
the  Emperor  concerning  Christ  and  His  kingdom, 
their  reply  was — not  that  there  would  be  a  Millen- 
nium, in  which  Christ  would  reign  with  His  Saints 
on  earth,  but  they  said ;  '^  His  kingdom  will  not  be 
on  earth,  but  it  will  be  angelical  and  heavenly.  It 
will  appear,  when  He  shall  come  in  glory  to  judge 
the  quick  and  dead,  and  to  give  every  man  according 
to  his  works."  Such  were  their  words  to  the  Roman 
Caesar.  But  why  do  we  speak  of  particular  testi- 
monies? As  we  have  said,  the  doctrine,  when 
broached,  was  examined  by  a  diligent  search  into 
Scripture,  and  it  was  condemned,  as  we  have  seen, 
by  the  Church  Universal  in  her  Creeds.  And 
it  is  due  to  such  wise  and  holy  men  as  Irenaeus 
and  Justin,  to  conclude,  that  if  they  had  lived  afler^ 
instead  of  before^  such  examination  and  public  sen- 
tence of  the  Church,  they  would  have  reformed  their 
opinion  by  her  judgment;  and,  instead  of  setting 
up  their  own  notions  against  it,  they  would  have 
sided  with  Origen,  and  Dionysius,  and  Eusebius,  and 
Jerome,  and  Augustine,  and  with  every  theological 
writer,   without   exception,  of  any   reputation,  for 

•  Euseb.  iii.  20. 
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a  thousand  years,  from  the   fifth   to  the  fifteenth 
century. 

But  we  must  pause  here  for  the  present.  What 
the  true  interpretation  is  of  the  twentieth  chapter 
of  the  Apocalypse  remains  to  be  seen ;  and  this 
will  be  considered  in  the  next  Lecture. 
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LECTURE   II. 


Rev.  XX.  1 — 8. 

/  saw  an  angel  come  down  from  heaven^  having  the  keg  of 
the  bottomless  pit  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand.  And  he  laid 
hold  on  the  dragon^  that  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil,  and 
Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  gears,  and  cast  him  into  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  shut  him  up,  and  set  his  seal  upon  him,  tJuit  he 
should  deceive  the  nations  no  more,  till  the  thousand  gears  should 
be  fulfilled :  and  after  that  he  must  be  loosed  a  little  season.  And 
I  saw  thrones,  and  theg  sat  upon  them,  and  judgment  was  given 
unto  them  :  and  I  saw  the  souls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  for 
the  witness  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not 
worshipped  the  beast,  neither  his  image,  neither  had  received  his 
mark  upon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their  hands  ;  and  theg  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  gears.  But  the  rest  of  the  dead 
lived  not  again  until  the  thousand  gears  were  finished.  This  is 
the  first  resurrection.  Blessed  and  holg  is  he  that  hath  part  in 
the  first  resurrection  :  on  such  the  second  death  hath  no  power, 
but  theg  shall  be  priests  of  God  and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign 
with  Him  a  thousand  gears.  And  when  the  thousand  gears  are 
expired,  Satan  shall  be  loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and  shall  go  out 
to  deceive  the  nations. 

In  pursuing  our  argument  on  the  authority  of  Holy 
Scripture,  we  were   led  in  our  first  Discourse   to 
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commence  an  inquiry  into  the  genuineness  and  in- 
spiration of  the  Apocalypse.  It  was  stated,  on  that 
occasion,  that  in  the  age  in  which  it  was  written 
the  Book  of  Revelation  was  received  as  an  inspired 
work  of  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist  St.  John.  The 
question  was  then  proposed,  How  came  it  to  pass 
that  in  the  third  and  fourth  centuries  douhts  were 
entertained  by  some  concerning  its  divine  authority  ? 
To  this  a  reply  was  found  in  the  fiewt,  that  a  portion 
of  this  book — the  twentieth  chapter — was  misinter- 
preted, and  made  to  bear  a  sense  repugnant  to  the 
general  tenour  of  Holy  Scripture ;  and  that  this 
misinterpretation  owed  its  origin  to  Judaizing  pre- 
possessions and  to  oral  tradition,  and  to  an  incorrect 
view  of  the  plan  of  the  Apocalypse:  that  it  con- 
sisted in  imputing  to  thai  chapter  the  doctrine  com- 
monly called  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium ;  that  is, 
of  a  personal  reign  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  together 
with  His  Saints,  on  earth,  for  a  period  of  a  thousand 
years  before  the  General  Resurrection  and  the  Day 
of  Judgment. 

It  was  observed,  that  no  sooner  was  this  doctrine 
imputed  to  the  Apocalypse,  than  the  Apocalypse 
itself  declined  in  repute :  and  that^  unhappily,  some 
persons,  instead  of  refuting  the  human  misinterpret- 
ation, rejected  the  divine  Book ;  but  that  in  course 
of  time  the  misinterpretation  was  refuted ;  the  doc- 
trine of  a  Millennium  was  ewploded ;  and  that  no 
sooner  was  this  the  case,  than  the  Apocalypse  arose 
to  its  former  position.     You  were  reminded,  also. 
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that  for  a  period  of  ten  centuries,  that  is,  from  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  to  that  of  the  fifteenth,  there 
waa  scarcely  a  Church  or  person  of  any  note  in  Chris- 
tendom who  did  not  receive  the  Apocalypse,  or  did 
not  reject  the  Millennium;  and  that  by  our  own 
Church  the  former  is  acknowledged  to  be  inspired, 
and  the  latter  condemned  as  heretical. 

This  doctrine,  however,  it  is  well  known,  has  been 
revived  in  our  own  time,  and  is  now  propagated 
with  industrious  zeal,  and  appears  to  have  laid  a 
strong  hold  on  the  public  mind :  and  for  this  reason 
also,  as  well  as  from  its  intimate  connexion  with 
our  present  subject,  the  Apocalypse,  we  were  led 
to  bring  the  doctrine  of  the  Millennium  to  the  test 
of  Holy  Writ ;  and  we  found  (to  adopt  the  language 
of  our  own  Church)  that  it  **i8  repugnant  to  Scrip- 
ture." 

Now,  since,  in  the  words  of  our  twentieth  Article, 
"  one  place  of  Scripture"  may  not  be  so  expounded 
"  that  it  be  repugnant  to  another," — and,  therefore, 
much  more,  one  passage  may  not  be  so  interpreted 
that  it  contravene  the  general  tenour  of  Scripture, — 
we  conclude  that,  whatever  may  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  twentieth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse,  the 
doctrine  of  the  Millennium  cannot  be.  We  may  not 
always  be  able  to  discern  the  real  sense  of  a  passage 
of  Scripture,  but  we  are  bound  to  believe,  that  its 
true  sense^  when  discerned,  would  be  seen  to  be  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  whole  tenour  of  Holy 
Writ      We  are  often  blind,  but  Scripture  is  always 
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consistent.  It  is  also  our  duty  to  expound  the  dark 
places  of  Scripture  by  the  clear  ones,  and  to  inter- 
pret the  single  texts  of  Scripture  by  the  whole  pro- 
portion of  Faith;  and  therefore  we  greatly  err,  if 
we  take  up  a  single  chapter  of  such  a  myste- 
rious book  as  the  Apocalypse,  interpreted  by  us 
according  to  our  own  notions,  and  spread  it  like  a 
thick  cloud  over  the  broad  light  of  Scripture,  in- 
stead of  letting  in  the  bright  beams  of  Scripture  to 
illumine  and  disperse  the  cloud  *. 

We  would  also  remind  you,  my  younger  hearers, 
of  what  is  too  often  forgotten,  that  a  wrong  inter- 
pretation of  Scripture  is  not  Scripture ;  and  that  it 
is  only  the  true  meaning  of  the  Bihle  which  can  pro- 
perly be  called  the  Bible ;  and  that  they  cannot  be 
said  to  be  really  zealous  for  the  perfection  and  suf- 
ficiency of  Holy  Writ^  who  would  impose  upon  you 
their  own  notions  of  Scripture  as  Scripture,  They 
do,  in  fact,  substitute  human  imaginations  for  the 
Divine  Word ;  and  so  they  make  Scripture  to  be 
very  insufficient  and  imperfect :  and  when  they  speak 
of  Scripture  as  sufficient  and  perfect^  they  are  not 
contending  for  the  sufficiency  and  perfectness  of 
Scripture,  but  for  the  sufficiency  and  perfectness  of 
their  own  wit. 


*  Tertullian  weU  says,  Adv.  Prax.  c.  20.  Tribus  capitulis 
totum  Instrumentum  utriusque  Testamenti  volunt  cedere :  cum 
oporteat  secundum  plura  intelligi  pauciora.  Proprium  hoc  est 
omnium  hsereticorum  ;  pauca  adversus  plura  defendunt. 
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Therefore  let  me  earnestly  exhort  you  to  be  on 
your  guard.  Exercise  your  reason ;  use  all  the  aids 
of  learning ;  but  lean  not  on  your  oum  understand- 
ing*. Be  not  carried  away  by  any  private  notions 
concerning  the  sense  of  an  isolated  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture, but  compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual -f. 
Remember  that  Scripture,  as  a  whole,  is  your  Rule 
of  Faithy  and  receive  nothing  as  the  sense  of  any 
particular  passage  vehich  is  at  variance  with  this 
Rule :  and  since  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium  can- 
not be  reconciled  with  Scripture  as  a  whole,  beware 
how  you  receive  it. 

Remember,  also,  that  Almighty  God  has  not  only 
given  us  Scripture  as  our  Rule,  but  He  has  also  vouch- 
safed to  us  a  guide  for  its  application ;  namely,  the 
Christian  Church.  In  the  words  of  our  twentieth 
Article  "  the  Church  hath  authority  in  controversies 
of  Faith''  Do  not  then  imagine  that  any  private 
interpretations  of  Scripture  are  to  be  received  as 
Scripture,  if  they  are  opposed  to  what  the  Church 
declares  in  her  Creeds  to  be  the  true  sense  of  Scrip- 
ture. And  inasmuch  as  the  Doctrine  of  the  Mil- 
lennium is  inconsistent  with  Scripture,  as  inter- 
preted by  the  Church  in  the  Creeds,  (as  was  shown 
in  the  last  Discourse,)  let  no  private  persuasions  be- 
guile you  to  adopt  it.  By  so  doing,  you  would  not 
only  embrace  a  doctrine  fraught  with  pernicious 
results,  but  you  would  be  giving  up  the  fundamental 

*  Prov.  Hi.  5.  f  1  Cor.  ii.  13. 
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principle  of  Christianity.  Scripture,  as  interpreted 
by  the  Universal  Church,  would  cease  to  be  your 
Rule  of  Faith ;  and  when  this  foundation  is  gone, 
the  whole  &bric  &lls. 

Bearing  in  mind  these  necessary  cautions,  let  us 
now  proceed  to  examine  the  twentieth  chapter  of 
the  Apocalypse. 

/  saw  an  Angel  come  down  from  heaven^  having  the 
key  of  the  bottomless  pit  and  a  great  chain  in  his 
hand.  And  he  laid  hM  on  the  dragon^  that  old 
serpent,  which  is  the  Devily  and  Satan,  and  bound  him 
a  thousand  years^  and  cast  him  into  the  bottomless  pit, 
and  shut  him  up,  and  set  his  seal  upon  him,  that  he 
should  deceive  the  nations  no  more,  till  the  thousand 
years  should  be  fulfUed :  and  after  that  he  must  be 
loosed  a  little  season. 

This  Angel,  it  is  confessed  by  all,  is  no  other  than 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Angel  of  God's  Presence  \ — the 
Angel  of  the  Covenant -f.  He  has  the  key  of  the 
bottomless  pit.  He  Himself  says,  /  am  He  that 
liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  ever- 
more. Amen ;  and  I  have  the  keys  of  HeU  and  of 
Death  X.  Of  Him  it  was  prophesied  that  He,  the 
Seed  of  the  woman^  shotdd  bruise  the  Serpenfs  head  $. 
He  has  a  great  chain  in  His  hand,  and  with  it  He 
binds  Satan.  Such  Christ  appeared  to  the  eye  of 
faith  when  He  came  down  from  heaven.     For  this 


*  Isa.  Ixiii.  9.  f  Mai.  iii.  1. 

X  Rev.  i.  18.  §  Gen.  iii.  15. 
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purpose  (says  St.  John)  the  Son  of  God  was  mani- 
festedy  that  He  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  Devil*. 
Christ  began  His  conquest  over  Satan  at  the  Tempt- 
ation. Then  He  vanquished  him  who  had  van- 
quished Adam  and  all  his  race.  After  the  conflict, 
the  Devil  departed  from  Him ;  and^  behold,  angels 
came  and  ministered  unto  Himf.  He  then  shed 
abroad  the  light  of  His  glorious  Gospel  on  those  who 
sat  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death ;  to  open 
their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  Saian  unto  God\.  He  went 
about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed 
of  the  Devil;  for  God  was  with  Him  J.  He  cast  out 
Devils  with  the  finger  of  God  ||.  The  Devils  owned 
His  power:  Art  thou  come  to  torment  us  before  the 
time  **  ?  On  one  occasion  He  suffered  not  the  Devils 
to  speak  ff .  On  another,  they  besought  Him  to  suffer 
them  to  enter  into  the  swine  W.  And  not  only  did 
He  thus  exercise  dominion  over  Satan  in  His  own 
person,  but  He  gave  it  to  others,  His  Apostles  and 
Disciples.  He  gave  them  power  and  authority  over  all 
Devils :  He  thus  put  the  chain  into  their  hands,  and 
empowered  them  to  bind  Satan  f  J.  The  seventy 
returned  with  joy,  saying.  Lord,  even  the  Devils  are 
subject  to  us  through  Thy  Name  ||||.     And  therefore 

*  1  John  iii.  18.  +  Matth.  iv.  11. 

X  Acts  xxvi.  18.  §  Acts  x.  88. 

II  Luke  xi.  21.  **  Matth.  viii.  29. 

tf  Mark  i.  34.     Luke  iv.  41.  J  J  Luke  viii.  32. 

§S  Lukeix.  19.  ||||  Luke  x.  17. 
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Christ  exclaimed,  /  bekeld  Satan  as  lightning  fall 
from  heaven*.  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world : 
now  shaU  the  Prince  of  this  world  be  cast  outf. 

Further,  let  us  remember  that  Christ  Himself 
supplies  us  with  this  interpretation  of  the  passage 
before  us.  He  employs  the  same  figure  of  speech^ 
He  speaks  of  binding  Satan.  Thus  we  recognise 
the  chain  in  His  hand.  How  can  one  enter  into  a 
strong  man's  house^  and  spoil  his  goodsy  concept  he 
first  bind  the  strong  man  f  and  then  he  will  spoil  his 
home  I.  Christ  came  upon  Satan,  and  overcame  him, 
and  took  from  him  all  his  armour  wherein  he  trusted, 
and  divided  his  spoils  J.  He  delivered  Satan  and  his 
angels  to  chains  of  darkness  ||.  By  His  death  upon 
the  cross  Christ  destroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  that  is,  the  Devil**.  He  spoiled  principalities 
and  powers,  and  made  a  show  of  them  openly,  tri- 
umphing over  them  in  it  ff .  He  delivered  us  who 
were  captives  and  bondsmen  of  the  prince  of  iJie power 
of  the  air,  and  chained  our  enemy  in  his  dark  prison- 
house  XX.  And,  when  He  ascended  up  on  high.  He  led 
captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  to  men  ^ ;  enabling 
them  also  to  wrestle  against  principalities  and  powers, 
against  the  riders  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against 
^pirittcal  wickedness  in  high  places  \\\\ ;  and  He  bruised 

•  Luke  X.  18.  f  John  xii.  31. 

X  Matth.  xii.  29.  §  Luke  xi.  22. 

II  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  **  Heb.  ii.  14. 

+t  Col.  ii.  15.  tX  Epb.  ii.  2. 

§§  Eph.  iv.  8.  nil  Epb.  vi.  12. 
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Satan  under  their  feet  *.  Thus  Christ  bound  Satan^  and 
cast  him  into  the  bottomless  pity  and  shut  him  up^  and 
set  his  seal  upon  him,  in  order  that  he  should  deceive 
the  nations  no  more. 

Such  was  Christ's  act  and  deed.  And  if  Satan 
still  has  power  in  the  worid,  (as  doubtless  he  has,) 
this,  let  us  remember,  is  due  to  man,  and  not  to 
God.  It  is  because  men  sleep,  when  God  bids 
them  to  watch;  therefore  the  Enemy  comes f.  But 
the  Devil  is  chained  to  all  who  do  not  loose  him  by 
their  own  sin.  Put  on  Ike  whole  armour  of  God ; 
and  ye  will  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wileSy  and  to 
quench  aU  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one  %.  Resist 
the  Devily  and  he  will  flee  from  you  J.  /  give  unto 
you  eternal  life,  and  ye  shall  never  perish,  neither 
shaU  any  pluck  you  out  of  My  hand  ||.  He  that  is 
begotten  of  God  keepeth  himself  and  that  wicked  one 
toucheth  him  nof^.  They  in  whom  the  word  of  God 
abideth,  are  strong,  and  have  overcome  the  wicked 
ow^ff.  The  Gates  of  Hell  (says  Christ)  shall  never 
prevail  against  His  Church.  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world  1^^. 

Let  us  remember,  also,  that  in  other  signal  ways 
Christ  at  His  coming  chained  Satan  who  had  chained 
the  nations.    Bel  boweth  down,  and  Nebo  stoopeth  §§, 

*  Rom.  xvL  20.  f  Matth.  xiii.  25.  39. 

X  Eph.  vi.  11.  16.  §  James  iv.  7. 

II  John  X.  29.  **  1  John  v.  18. 

+f  1  John  ii.  13.  J  J  Matth.  xvi.  18.    xxviii.  20. 
SS  Isa.  xlvi.  1. 
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before  whom  myriads  had  lain  prostrate.  The  Idols 
whose  altars  had  reeked  with  human  blood  were  cast 
to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  *.  The  Oracles  are  dumb. 
Pagan  Temples  become  Christian  Churches.  Basi- 
licas are  now  Cathedrals.  The  Cross,  once  the  scan- 
dal of  the  world,  floats  on  the  banners  of  armies,  and 
is  set  on  the  diadems  of  kings  f . 

It  is  indeed  argued  by  some,  that  it  is  not  true 
that  Satan  was  or  is  bound  during  the  Papal  sway. 
But  this  objection  arises  from  a  misunderstanding 
of  our  text. 

It  is  not  said  that  Christ  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  Devil  to  deceive ;  but  that  He  did  His  part, 
in  order  that  he  should  not  deceive  I.  It  is  true, 
Christ  does  not  destroy  man's  free  wUl,  and  force 
him  to  be  saved;  but  no  one  who  considers  what 
Christ  has  done,  and  never  ceases  to  do,  for  the 
World,  by  His  Sufferings,  His  Example,  His  Word, 
His  Sacraments,  and  His  Church,  will  say  that  He 
has  omitted  any  thing  for  the  deliverance  and  pro- 
tection of  men,  whose  state  in  this  world  is  one  of 
probation^  from  the  power  and  wiles  of  the  Devil. 

*  Isa.  ii.  20. 

f  Compare  Lightfoot's  Sermons,  vol.  ii.  p.  1056,  p.  1171| 
and  p.  1233 ;  three  sermons  all  very  strong  against  modem 
Millenarian  notions. 

J  Rev.  XX.  3,  "INA  iiri  nXavriarif  precisely  as  in  Rev.  vi.  2, 
iiriXde  viKuyf  Kai  "INA  viin/oTy.  Surely  it  will  not  be  alleged 
here  also,  that  Christ's  purpose  was  frustrated,  and  that  He  did 
not  conquer,  in  Popish  times. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


II.]  of  a  MiUennium.  51 

Whai  could  have  been  done  more  to  His  vineyard^ 
that  He  has  not  done  *  in  it  f  f 

The  corruptions  of  Popish  times  and  countries 
are  no  proof  that  Christ  did  not  bind  Satan  in  order 
that  he  should  not  deceiTe  men ;  but  they  show  that 
men  have  despised  what  Christ  has  done  for  them, 
and  have  loosed  their  Enemy,  who  was  bound  by 
Christ,  and  have  revolted  from  Christ  to  be  the 
slaves  of  Satan.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
Christ  has  maintained  His  Church  in  the  world,  and 
does  maintain  it,  and  wiU  maintain  it  even  to  the 
end.  Thus  He  has  bound  Satan,  in  order  that  he 
should  not  deceive  the  World. 

On  the  whole,  then,  we  see  this  wonderful  fact : 
Christ,  Who  was  prefigured  by  the  Serpent  of  brass, 
is  lifted  up  on  the  cross.  He  appears  to  be  lifeless : 
He  expires:  He  is  taken  down  from  the  cross: 
buried,  a  captive,  it  wotdd  seem,  of  Satan ;  chained 
by  death  ;  laid  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  a  place  of  dark- 
ness and  in  the  deep  |,  and  so  fast  in  prison  that^  it 


*  The  note  of  Aquinas  here  is  worthy  of  attention.  Nonne 
modo  Diabolus  seducit  ?  Sic  (i.  e.  yes)  ;  eos  qui  nolunt  bene  uti 
armis  sibi  a  Christo  datis,  vel  quiF  darentur,  si  vellenU  Ante 
passionem  autem  non  habebant  homines  tanta  adjutoria,  quia 
tunc  non  erat  tanta  gratia,  nee  tam  efficacia  sacramenta,  nee 
exemplum  Christi,  nee  passio  sua ;  modo  aperta  est  Janua,  luide 
modo  ligatus  est,  respectu  temporis  quod  prsecesserit  Christi 
adventum  et  passionem  :  and  it  may  be  added,  respectu  temporis 
quod  succedetf  saeviente  Antichrist©. 

f  Isa.  V.  4.  X  ^^'  Ixxxviii.  5. 
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might  be  thought,  He  could  not  get  forth  *.  A  seal 
is  set  upon  the  stone  on  the  pit's  mouth  f ,  and  a 
guard  is  stationed  to  keep  Him.  In  a  word,  Christ 
appears  to  be  in  the  very  state  in  which  Satan  is 
described  in  our  text.  And  what  then  ?  He  looses  the 
pains  of  deaths  because  it  is  not  possible  that  He  should 
be  holden  of  it  I.  He  breaks  the  gates  of  brasSy  and 
smites  the  bars  of  iron  asunder  §.  He  raises  Himself 
from  the  dead.  And  through  His  death,  which  the 
Devil  had  devised  for  his  own  aggrandizement^ 
Christ  destroys  him  who  had  the  power  of  death, 
the  Devil  ||.  He  plucks  out  its  sting,  and  swallows 
up  death  in  victory**.  Thus  He  Who  was  typified 
by  the  Serpent  of  brass,  being  lifted  up  on  the 
cross  by  the  malice  of  Satan,  nails  Satan  himself  to 
the  cross ;  and  having  been  lifted  up  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  this  world,  He  heals  the  deadly  wounds 
inflicted  by  the  old  serpent  of  fire,  and  restores  the 
wandering  nations  to  life  and  health  and  joy. 

And  I  saw  Thrones,  and  they  sat  upon  them,  and 
Judgment  was  given  unto  them.  And  I  saw  the  souls 
of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus, 
and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not  wor^ 
shipped  the  beast,  neither  his  image,  neither  had  re- 
ceived his  mark  upon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their 
hands ;  and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thoun 
sand  years.    But  the  rest  of  the  dead  lived  not  again 

*  Ps.  Ixxxviii.  8.  f  Matth.  xxvii.  66. 

X  Acts  ii.  24.  §  Ps.  cvii.  16. 

II  Heb.  ii.  14.  ••  Isa.  xxv.  8.    1  Cor.  xv.  54. 
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until  the  tkomand  years  were  finished.  This  is  the 
first  Resurrection.  Blessed  and  hdy  is  he  that  hath 
part  in  the  first  Resurrection :  on  such  the  second 
death  hath  no  power ,  but  they  shaU  be  priests  of  God 
and  of  Christy  and  shaU  reign  with  Him  a  thousand 
years*. 

Let  us  now  consider  these  words. 

First,  let  us  observe,  that  they  are  not  spoken 
of  the  bodies  of  the  saints,  but  of  their  souls.  I 
saw  the  souls  oft/iem  who  had  been  beheaded  for  the 
witness  of  Jesus.  This  must  be  carefully  borne  in 
mind,  because  the  error  of  the  Millenarians  is 
mainly  due  to  neglect  of  this  distinction.  They 
have  imagined  a  bodily -f  resurrection,  whereas  St. 
John  is  speaking  of  a  spiritual  one  X. 

*  Rev.  XX.  4—6. 

f  Compare  Lightfoot,  Harmony  of  New  Test,  and  Rev. 
XX.  "  Here  is  a  Resurrecdon,  but  not  of  bodies^  but  of  souls. 
The  souls  of  those  that  were  beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus 
lived  and  reigned ;  and  this  is  called  the  first  Resurrection.*' 
He  observes  that  there  is  some  figurative  language  in  Ezekiel 
xxxvii. ;  the  latter  part  of  which  book  resembles  the  latter  part 
of  the  Apocalypse.  There  is  a  spiritual  resurrection  ;  Gc^  and 
^agog;  and  a  new  Jerusalem  in  both.  Many  of  the  Jews 
erroneously  understood  Ezekiel's  Vision  of  the  Dry  Bones  lite- 
rally, as  many  Christians  interpret  the  first  Resurrection  in  a 
like  sense.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  second  death  is  a  phrase 
used  by  the  Jews.  Onkelos  renders  Deut.  xxxiii.  6,  thus  :  ''  Let 
Reuben  live,  and  not  die ;  i.  e.  the  second  death.'*  See  Light- 
foot  in  Rev.  xx. 

X  S.  Aug.  in  C.  D.  xx.  7.  De  duabus  resurrectionibus 
Joannes  Evangelista  in   Apocalypsi   eo  modo  locutus  est,   ut 
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Secondly.  It  is  not  said  that  these  souls  lived 
again^  but  simply  that  they  lived*,  and  reigned  with 
Christ 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  what  is  here  said,  is  spoken 
not  of  a  corporeal,  but  of  a  spiritual  Resurrection. 

Thirdly.  Let  us  recollect,  that  such  is  the  near- 
ness and  deamess  of  all  &ithful  Christians  to  Christ, 
that  His  exaltation  is  represented  in  Scripture  as 
theirs.  Christ  said  to  Saul,  when  persecuting  the 
members  of  His  Church,  Savl,  Saul,  why  persecutest 
thou  Me  f  ?  And  He  says  to  us,  Inasmuch  as  ye  do 
it  to  one  of  the  least  of  fJiese  my  brethren,  ye  do  it  unto 
Me\.  And  as  Christ  suffers  with  His  members  on 
earth,  so  are  they  glorified  with  Him  in  heaven.  He 
is  persecuted  in  them ;  and  they  reign  with  Him. 

And  what  now,  my  brethren,  is  the  spiritual  Re- 
surrection of  the  Christian  ?  Our  natural  condition 
is  one  of  Death  ^.  By  nature  we  are  spiritually 
dead :  but  Christ,  Who  is  the  Prince  of  Life  ||,  hath 
quickened  tcs  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  **. 
He  giveth  Life  unto  the  world  ff.  He  that  hath  the 
Son,  hath  lifelsX.     Therefore   our  first  or  spiritual 

earum  prima  a  quibusdam  nostris  non  iniellecta  insuper  etiam 
in  quasdam  ridiculas  fabulas  verteretur, 

*  Kol  eZriaavy  Rev.  xx.  5.      f  Acts  ix.  4.      J  Matt.  xxv.  40. 

§  The  work  veKpol  is  specially  used  by  St.  John  in  a  spiritual 
sense.  See  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Grinfield,  Schol.  Hellenist. 
Apoc.  iii.  p.  795. 

II  Acts  iii.  15.  **  Eph.  ii.  1. 

+t  John  vi.  51.    i.  4.    v.  26.    vi.  39.  +J  1  John  v.  12. 
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Resurrection  is  our  "  death  unto  sin,  and  new  birth 
unto  righteousness;"  it  is  our  engrafting  into  the 
trtie  Vine  *, — our  incorporation  into  the  body  of 
Christ.  By  one  spirit  we  are  aU  baptized  into  one 
body^  the  body  of  Christy  which  is  His  Church  \. 
Buried  with  Him  in  baptism^  (says  St.  Paul,)  we  are 
raised  with  Him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation 
of  God^  Who  haih  raised  Him  from  Hie  dead  X.  And 
again:  We  are  buried  with  Him  by  baptism  into 
deaths  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the 
dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father^  even  so  we  also 
shotUd  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been 
planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  His  Deaths  we  shall 
be  also  in  the  likeness  of  His  Resurrection.  If  one 
(Christ)  died  for  aU^  then  all  died§  ;  and  He  died  for 
aUy  that  they  which  live  should  not  henceforth  live 
unto  themselves,  but  unto  Him  Who  died  for  them 
and  rose  again.  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ, 
he  is  a  new  creature  {|.  I  am  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life  (says  our  Lord).  He  that  believeth  in  Me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live ;  and  whosoever 


♦  John  XV.  1.  t  1  ^^'  xii.  13.   Eph.  i.  22.   Col.  i.  24. 

X  Col.  ii.  12. — Cassiodorus  in  Apoc.  p.  239.  Primam  re- 
surrectionem  dicit  in  fide,  qu&  renascimur  ex  aqud  et  Spiritu 
Sancto,  in  qua  secunda  mors  non  habet  locum.  Permanet  autem 
generaliter  fidelium  in  Christo  sacerdotium,  donee  constituti  tem- 
poris  quantitas  impleatur. — Bede,  p.  429.  Resurrectio  prima, 
utique  qua  resurgimus  per  baptismum.  Sicut  prima  mors  est 
per  peccata,  sic  prima  resurrectio  per  remissionem  peccatorum. 

§  oi  vdyrti  awiOavoy.  \\  2  Cor.  V.  14 — 17. 
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liveih  and  believeth  in  Me^  shaU  never  die^.  Because 
I  live^  ye  shall  live  also  f.  If  a  man  keep  My  saying^ 
he  shall  never  taste  of  death  %. 

Such  then  is  the  first  Mesurrection  §. 

And  why,  you  may  ask,  is  it  called  the  first  Resur- 
rection II  ? 

Because  it  precedes  the  Resurrection  df  the  Body ; 
and  because  it  is  the  opposite  of  the  Second  Death ; 
which  is  the  casting  of  soul  and  body  into  the  Lake 
of  fire  **. 

The  erroneous  application  of  the  present  passage 
of  the  Apocalypse  to  a  mere  bodily  resurrection^ 
instead  of  to  the  spiritual  regeneration  which  is 
effected  by  our  incorporation  into  "  the  mystical  body 
of  Christ,  which  is  the  blessed  company  of  all  faith- 
ful people;"  and  the  consequent  supposition  that 
the  saints  of  Christ  will  be  raised  in  person^  in  order 
to  reign  with  Christ  for  a  thousand  years  on  earthy 
and  that  oth&r  men  will  not  be  raised  till  this  period 

*  John  xi.  25.  f  John  xiv.  10.  %  John  viii.  52. 

§  See  Scholia  ap.  Cramer,  ol  /jUpoQ  iy  r^  wpktrrji  hvaoraati 
cxovrec»  that  is,  says  the  Commentator,  "  they  who  have  part  in 
the  resurrection  from  the  death  of  dead  works,  these  are  blessed ; 
over  these  the  second  death,  i.  e.  death  eternal,  will  have  no 
power."     See  also  Arethas,  cap.  Ixii. 

II  S.  Aug.  de  C.  D.  xx.  6.  Resurrectiones  duae  sunt :  una 
prima,  quae  et  nunc  est,  et  animarum  est ;  alia  secunda,  quae  in 
seculi  fine  futura  est,  nee  animarum  sed  corporum  est,  quae  per 
ultimum  judicium  alios  mittet  in  secundam  mortem,  alios  in 
eam  vitam  quae  non  habet  mortem. 

*•  Rev.  ii.  11.    XX.  14.    xxi.  8. 
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has  expired, — ^is  ascribable  to  low  and  inadequate 
notions  of  our  baptismal  privileges  and  obligations, 
and  of  the  sacred  duties  and  inestimable  blessings  of 
Church-membership  and  Church-unity ;  and  where- 
ever  unworthy  notions  are  entertained  on  these 
momentous  points,  (here  the  doctrine  of  a  Millen- 
nium may  be  expected  to  prevail. 

Let  us  now  pass  on  to  observe,  that  our  spiritual 
adoption  into  the  mystical  Body  of  Christ  is  only 
the  beginning  of  our  Christian  life;  it  is  the  new 
births  that  is,  it  is  the  entrance  into  the  new  life. 
Baptism  is  the  door,  by  which  we  enter  into  Christ's 
Church.  But  the  door  is  not  the  house.  There  must 
not  merely  be  new  birthy  but  a  new  life.  There  must 
be  not  only  the  mark  of  Christ  imprinted  on  the  fore- 
head, but  there  must  be  the  spirit  of  Christ  moving 
in  the  heart,  and  bringing  forth  the  work  of  Christ 
in  the  hand.  This  is  the  first  Resurrection.  We 
rose  with  Christ,  to  live  with  Christ:  and  Christ 
assists  us  in  this  work  by  manifold  gifts  and  graces. 
In  the  Holy  Communion  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ,  the  Christian  soul  receives  spiritual  strength 
from  Him,  and  is  knit  more  closely  to  Him.  There 
we  dwell  in  Christ,  and  Christ  with  us.  We  are 
one  with  Christ,  and  Christ  with  us.  Thus  the  soul, 
which  was  bom  again  in  Christ,  lives  with  Christ. 
It  is  dead  to  sin,  and  is  ready  to  suffer  for  Christ, 
and  knows  no  other  object  of  worship  than  Christ. 
/  saw  the  souls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the 
witness  ofJesus^  and  which  had  not  worshipped  the 
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Beastf  neither  his  image^  neither  had  received  his 
mark  in  their  foreheads^  or  in  their  hands^ — that  is, 
who  had  not  broken  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Christ  either  in  word  or  deed ; — and  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years. 

This  is  the  first  Resurrection. 

Behold  its  glorious  privileges.  How  great  is  the 
happiness  of  those  who  are  indeed  crucified  to  the 
worlds  and  are  risen  with  Christy  and  who  walk  with 
Him  in  newness  of  life  *  /  Such  is  their  intimate 
union  with  Christ,  that  Almighty  God  deigns  to  say 
that  they  aref  partakers  of  His  blessedness  and 
exaltation.  They  are  joint-heirs  with  Him.  Wherever 
the  Head  is,  there  is  the  Body  also.  Of  His  fulness 
they  have  aU  received  I.  As  the  Apostle  says,  When 
we  were  dead  in  sins,  God  hath  quickened  us  toget/ier 
with  Christy  and  hath  raised  us  up  together^  and  hath 
made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus  §.  They,  says  St.  Paul,  which  receive  abundance 
of  grace  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness  shall  reign 
in  life  by  onCy  Jesus  Christ  ||.  To  him  (says  Christ) 
that  overcomethy  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  Me  in  My 


*  Rom.  vi.  4. 

•f-  "  The  very  name  of  Head"  (says  Bp.  Pearson  on  the  Creed, 
Art.  vi.  p.  284)  ^*  hath  the  signification  not  only  of  Dominion  but 
of  Union;  and  therefore,  while  we  look  upon  Christ  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  we  see  ourselves  in  heaven.  How  should  we 
rejoice,  yea,  how  should  we  tremble,  at  so  great  an  honour ! " 

+  Johni.  16.  §  Eph.  ii.  5,  6. 

II  Rom.  V.  17. 
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throne^  even  as  I  also  overcame^  and  am  set  down  with 
My  Father  in  His  throne*.  And  the  true  children 
of  the  Church  on  earth  are  caught  up  to  God  and  His 
throne  f .  Hence  to  them  who  die  in  the  Lord  there 
is  no  death ;  they  have  passed  from  death  into  life ; 
their  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  J.  The  Saints  who 
are  dead  do  not  cease  to  be  members  of  Christ 
No :  Christ  (says  St  Paul)  diedy  to  be  Lord  both  of 
the  dead  and  living  ^.  They  do  not  taste  of  death. 
Death  hath  no  dominion  over  them  ||.  How  blessed 
a  thing  it  is  to  reflect  that  our  &thers  and  brethren, 
who  have  fiskllen  asleep  in  Christ,  and  have  departed 
in  God's  holy  faith  and  fear,  are  not  dead;  that 
they  rest  from  their  labours^  and  their  works  do  follow 
them  **.  They  are  with  the  Saints  of  old, — with  Mar- 
tyrs, Evangelists,  Apostles,  Prophets,  and  Patriarchs ; 
they  are  with  Christ  and  they  have  come  unto  mount 
Siony  the  heavenly  Jerusalem^  and  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  Angels^  to  the  Church  of  the  first-bom^ 
which  are  upritten  in  heaven^  and  to  God  the  Judge  of 
aU,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect^  and  to 
Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant  f  f .  These 
all  live  in  Christ;  and  by  virtue  of  His  Judicial 
and  Sacerdotal  and  Royal  power,  they  too,  as  mem- 
bers of  Christ,  and  as  dwelling  in  Him  and  He 
in  them,  are — ^in  a  certain,  inef&ble  sense,  not  as  yet 

•  Rev.  iii.  21.  f  Rev.  xii.  5. 

X  Col.  iii.  3.  §  Rom.  xiv.  9. 

II  Rom.  vi.  9—11.  *•  Rev.  xiv.  13. 
ft  Heb.  xii.  23. 
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to  be  grasped  by  our  weak  intellects — a  chosen 
generationy  a  royal  PriestJiood* ;  they  are  made  unto 
God  Kings  and  Priests  f  • 

/  saw  ThroneSy  and  they  sate  upon  them,  and  Judg- 
ment was  given  them.  Our  Blessed  Lord  expressly 
says,  that  the  Judgment  of  Satan  was  already  be- 
gun at  His  own  Incarnation.  Now  is  the  judgment 
of  this  world  X.  Now  is  the  Prince  of  this  world 
judged  §.  And  now,  even  now  ||,  the  Saints  of  Christ 
judge  the  world ;  yea,  according  to  St,  Paul's  words, 
th^  Judge  Angels^  the  Angels  of  Satan.  The  Saints 
of  God  provCy  by  their  faith  and  holiness  and  stead- 
fastness, that  the  fall  of  Satan  and  of  his  Angels 
was  due  to  their  own  sin:  they  show,  by  their 
virtues,  that  God  is  good,  and  that  His  grace  is 
sufficient  for  all  those  who  pray  to  Him,  trust  in 
Him,  and  obey  Him ;  and  that  it  is  made  perfect  in 
their  weakness  *^y  and  that  His  commandments  are  not 

•  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  9. 

f  Rev.  y.  10.  This  ascription  to  Christians,  of  what  is  pro- 
perly only  true  of  Christ,  is  the  basis  of  one  of  the  seven  famous 
rules  of  Tychonius  for  the  interpretation  of  Scripture ;  of  which 
Bede,  in  Pref.  in  Apoc,  thus  speaks : — Septem  quoque  regulas 
Tychonii,  viri  inter  suos  eruditissimi,  quibus  ad  intelligendas 
Scripturas  studiosi  plurimum  adjuvantur,  breviter  commemo- 
randas  putavi.  Hanun  prima  de  Domino  et  ejus  corpore  (£c- 
clesi&)  est ;  quando  a  capite  ad  corpus,  vel  a  corpore  transitur  ad 
caput,  et  tamen  ab  un^  e^demque  person^  non  receditur.  This 
rule  is  of  very  frequent  application  in  the  Apocalypse. 

X  John  xii.  31.  §  John  xvi.  11. 

II   1  Cor.  vi.  2,  3,  €P  vfjuy  gpivtrai  6  K6afjL0iy  says  St.  Paul. 
♦*  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 
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grievous* ;  and  having  been  tortured^  tempted^  afflicted  f^ 
tormented^  and  having  resisted  even  unto  bloody  and 
having  come  forth  more  than  conquerors  X^  they  judge 
the  world  ^.  They  coudemn  it  of  blind  infatuation, 
and  of  base  ingratitude  to  God.  The  life  and  death 
of  the  Saints  is  the  judgment  of  the  world. 

Again;  in  another  sense,  the  Church  of  Christ 
now  judges  the  world.  She  has  received  from  Christ 
the  power  of  the  keys  || ;  the  power  of  binding  and 
loosing  ** ;  and  whatever  she  does  on  earth,  orderly 
and  rightly,  in  the  ministry  of  remitting  or  retaining 
sins,  is  ratified  by  Christ  in  heaven.  Thus,  even 
now^  the  Saints  of  God  sit  upon  thrones^  and  to  them 
judgment  is  given -f]. 

Yet  more ;  in  another  manner  the  Saints  of  God  are 
even  now  seated  upon  Thrones,  and  judge  the  world. 

In  the  precepts  of  the  Law,  in  the  revelations  of 
Prophets,  in  the  melody  of  Psalms,  in  the  instruction 
of  Proverbs,  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  Twenty-four 
Books  of  which  were  believed  to  be  represented  by 

*  1  John  V.  3.  t  ^^^*  ^^*  ^^»  ^*^'    ^"*  ^* 

J  Rom.  viii.  37. 

§  Haymo  ad  loc.  Per  sedes  generalis  Ecclesia  exprimitur : 
per  sessores  duodedm  Apostoli,  et  omnes  qui  perfectam  illorum 
vitam  imitati  sunt.  Per  animas  decollatorum  plenitudo  intelligitur 
omnium  sanctorum,  sive  scilicet  spiritualiter  in  animd  sunt  mortui, 
sive  corporaliter  pro  Domino  jugulati. 

II  Matth.  xvi.  19.  ••  Matth.  xviii.  17,  18.  John  xx.  23. 

ff  Bede  in  loc.  Ecclesia  jam  sedet  judicans,  quae  a  suo  Rege 
meruit  audire  QtuBcunque  ligaveris  super  terram  erunt  ligata  in 
ccelo.     MaUh.  xvi.  19.  xviii.  18. 
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tlie  twenty-four*  Elders  sitting  enthroned  in  heaven; 
and  in  the  four  Gospels  typified  by  the  four  living 
Cherubim  f  on  which  the  Throne  of  God  is  set ;  and 
in  the  Royal  Law\  of  the  Letters  of  the  Apostles, 
whom  God  has  made  Princes  in  all  lands  ^ ; — ^which 
books,  be  it  remembered,  have  been  placed  on 
Thrones  II  in  the  great  Council-Halls  of  Christen- 
dom, and  have  been  delivered  as  a  Law  to  anointed 
Kings  at  their  solemn  enthronization ;  yes,  taken 
from  that  very  altar,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
most  august  Monarchs  of  the  world,  in  this  national 
Temple,  at  their  Coronation**;  and  whose  sanctity  is 
proclaimed  by  solemn  adjurations  in  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice ;  and  which  are  delivered  to  Bishops  and  Pijests 
at  their  Ordination,  as  the  Royal  Code  of  their 
Teaching,  and  the  Divine  Charter  of  their  Ministry ; 
and  which  sound  forth  daily  from  Pulpits  and  the  steps 
of  Altars — as  it  were,  from  Christian  Thrones  and 
Tribunals — in  every  part  of  the  world :  thus,  I  say, 
they  whom  God  has  employed  to  declare  His  Will 
to  men,  are  now,  even  now,  seen  by  the  eye  of  Faith 
sitting  upon  Thrones ;  and  to  them  Judgment  is  given. 
In  this  manner  we  see  that  the  souls  of  the  Saints, 

*  See  *'  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Appendix,  pp.  26,  60  ;  and 
below,  Lecture  IV. 

t  Rev.  iv.  6—11 ;  and  "Lectures,"  &c.  VL  p.  151. 

X  James  ii.  8.  §  Ps.  xlv.  17. 

II  See  the  authorities  in  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  V. 
p.  124,  and  VL  p.  149. 

**  This  paragraph  was  added  when  this  Discourse  was  preached 
in  Westminster  Abbey. 
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by  virtue  of  their  spiritual  incorporation  and  in- 
dwelling in  Christ,  have  risen  from  the  dead  with 
Christ ;  that  in  Christ  they  live ;  that  they  ascend 
with  Him,  and  sit  with  Him  in  heavenly  places ;  that 
they  are  Priests  of  God  and  Christ ;  that  they  reign 
together  with  Him  ;  and  that  with  Him  they  judge 
the  world.  Therefore,— jBfe^^erf  and  holy  is  he  that 
hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection  *. 

Such,  we  feel  persuaded,  is  the  true  interpret- 
ation of  our  text.  Thus,  and  thus  alone,  it  is 
in  perfect  harmony  with  the  general  teaching  of 
Holy  Writ.  And  such,  let  me  add,  is  the  inter- 
pretation which  is  authorized  by  the  consent  of  the 
Church.  Ever  since  the  question  was  examined, 
as  it  was  in  the  third  and  fourth  centuries,  there 
was  but  one  prevailing  voice  for  more  than  a  thou- 

*  All  trne  Christians  (in  the  words  of  St.  Augustine,  De  Civ. 
D.  XX.  10)  are  said,  in  a  certain  ineffable  manner,  to  partake  in 
the  royal,  priestly,  and  prophetic  unction  of  Christ.  Let  me  add 
the  following  from  Bede,  ad  loc.  Regnat  Ecclesia  cum  Christo 
in  vivis  et  mortuis.  And  again :  Haec  de  vivis  et  mortuis  de- 
bemus  accipere,  qui,  sive  adhuc  in  mortali  came  viventes,  sive 
defuncti,  regnant  cum  Christo  jam  fifinc,  modo  quodam  tempori 
huic  congruo,  per  totum  hoc  intervallum  quod  numero  mille 
significatur  annorum  :  prima  resurrectio  in  hdc  vitd  est  animarum, 
per  remissionem  peccatorum :  omnes,  qui  sic  resurgunt,  sunt 
sandi  Dei  et  Christi  (alia  editio  habet  sacerdotes  Dei),  Non  de 
solis  Episcopis  et  Preshyieris  hoc  dictum  est,  qui  proprie  vo- 
cantur  in  Ecclesia  sacerdotes;  sed  sicut  omnes  Christi  dicimur 
(Ps.  cv.  15)  propter  mysticum  Chrisma,  sic  omnes  sacerdotes, 
quoniam  membra  sumus  Umius  Sacerdotis.  De  quibus  Apo- 
stolus Petrus,  Plebs,  inquit,  sancta,  regale  sacerdotium,  1  Pet. 
ii.  5.  9. 
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sand  years  *.  Origen,  Dionysius,  Jerome,  Augustine, 
Philastrius,  Andreas,  Arethas,  Primasius,  Cassiodorus, 
Bede,  Haymo,  Aquinasf,  and  many  others,  agree  in 
this  exposition ;  and  from  the  fifth  to  the  fifteenth 
century  scarcely  any  author  of  credit  can  be  cited 
as  having  countenanced  any  other. 

But  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  two  objections 
have  been  made,  by  some  modem  critics  f ,  to  this 
interpretation.  Firsts  it  is  alleged,  that  we  read  in  our 
text,  the  rest  of  the  dead  lived  not  again  until  the 
thousand  years  were  finished:  and  that  this,  we 
allow,  is  said  of  the  general  Resurrection,  that  is,  of 
a  bodUy  resuscitation  :  and  that  therefore,  it  is  added, 
if  we  will  not  be  inconsistenty  we  ought  to  interpret 
tJie  first  resurrection^  also,  not  of  a  spiritual,  but  of  a 
corporeal  revivification.  If  the  words  life  and  resur^- 
rection  have  a  physical  meaning  in  one  place,  they 
must,  it  is  said,  have  a  similar  meaning  in  the  other. 

In  this  conclusion  we  cannot  agree.  Our  Blessed 
Lord,  you  will  remember,  uses  on  one  occasion 
the  words.  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead  I;  where, 
it  is  acknowledged,  the  word  dead  is  employed 
in  two  senses,  a  spiritual  and  a  physical  one. 
And,  again.  He  that  findeth  his  life  shaU  lose  it, 
and  he  that  loseih  his  life  for  My  sake  shall  find 

*  See  above,  Lecture  I.  p.  19:  and  compare  Andreas  in  Bibl. 
Patrum  Max.  v.  p.  626 ;  Primasius  Bibl.  Pat  Max.  x.  p.  331 ; 
Cassiodorus  Complexiones  in  Apocal.  Rot.  1723 ;  Bede,  vol.  xii. 
p.  428,  ed.  Giles;  Haymo  ad  loc. ;  Ambrosius  Ansbertus,  a.d. 
890,  Bibl.  Pat.  Max.  xiii.  620 ;  Aquinas  ad  loc. 

f  e.  g.  Bisbop  Newton  in  loc. 

X  Mattb.  viii.  22.     Luke  ix.  60. 
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it* ;  where  the  word  life  is  used  in  a  double  sense. 
It  seems  also  that  the  Author  of  the  Apocalypse 
has  studiously  warned  his  readers  that  he  uses  the 
word  lived  in  a  double  sense ;  for  he  says,  /  saw  the 
souk  of  them  that  were  beheaded ;  and  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years^  where  life 
and  reign  is  ascribed  to  the  sovl,  and  not  the  body ; 
whereas  when  he  speaks,  as  he  afterwards  does,  of 
the  Universal^  bodily^  Resurrection,  he  says.  The  rest 
of  the  dead  lived  not  again  f  tiU  the  thousafid  years 
were  over. 

It  deserves  special  notice,  that  there  is  a  passage 
in  St.  John's  own  Gospel  which  refutes  the  objection 
just  mentioned,  and  establishes  the  true  interpreta^ 
tion.  Our  Blessed  Lord  says  X  concerning  the  firsts 
or  spiritual^  Resurrection  :  Verily^  verily^  I  say  unto 
yoUy  He  that  heareth  My  wordy  and  believeth  on  Him 
that  sent  Me^  hath  everlasting  life,  and  shaU  not  come 
into  condemnation^  but  is  parsed  from  death  unto  life. 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you.  The  hour  is  coming, 
and  now  is,  when  the  dead  (that  is,  the  spiritually 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins)  shall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God ;  and  they  that  hear  shall  live.  For 
as  the  Father  hath  life  in  Himself,  so  hath  He  giten 
to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  Himself 

*  See  Matth.  x.  39.    Luke  xvii.  33.    John  xii.  25. 

"f  ol  \oiwoi  Tufv  vcKpwv  ovK  <!ivc4^i|9av.  Rev.  XX.  5.  Such  at 
least  is  the  reading  of  numerous  MSS.,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  the 
true  one ;  whereas  in  the  former  place  the  reading  is,  kqI  e^riiray. 

X  In  St.  John's  Gospel,  v.  24—26. 
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This  He  says  concerning  the  quickening  of  the 
sotd. 

Our  Lord  then  proceeds  to  speak  of  the  second, 
or  General^  Resurrection,  that  of  the  Body :  The 
Father  hath  given  to  the  Son  authority  to  esectUe 
judgment  also,  because  He  is  the  Son  of  Man*. 
Marvel  not  at  this :  for  the  hour  is  coming j  in  the 
which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  His  voice, 
and  shaU  come  forth ;  they  thai  have  done  good,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil, 
unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation. 

In  the  former  of  these  two  passages  a  spiritual 
Resurrection  is  spoken  of,  and  in  the  latter  a  bodily 
Resurrection :  and  they  are  connected  together,  as  in 
our  text ;  and  so  these  words  from  St.  John's  Gospel 
supply  an  answer  to  the  allegation  of  inconsistency 
against  the  ancient  exposition  of  our  text^  and  fiimish 
the  best  commentary  on  the  words  of  the  Apocalypse. 

The  second  objection  to  our  interpretation  is  this. 
A  thousand  years,  it  is  said,  is  a  definite  period ;  and 
if  this  period  is  not  future,  and  if  it  began  at  Christ's 
Incarnation,  then  it  has  expired ;  and  the  loosing  of 
Satan  has  already  taken  place ;  and,  as  this  loosing 
was  to  be  but  for  a  little  season  f ,  therefore  this  too 
is  past ;  and  those  other  solemn  events  immediately 
consequent  upon  it^ — the  Second  Advent,  and  the 
General  Resurrection  and  Universal  Judgment^  ought 
to  have  taken  place  also. 

*  John  V.  27.  f  fiiKpoy  \p6yoy,  xx.  S. 
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To  this  we  would  reply — 

First;  Most  of  those  who  interpret  the  thousand 
years  literally,  appear  to  be  inconsistent  with  them- 
selves. In  all  other  places  of  the  Apocalypse,  when  a 
number  of  days  is  mentioned,  they  understand  these 
days  to  mean  years* ;  and  they  understand  a  time-fj 
which  they  say  is  a  year^  to  signify  not  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  days^  but  three  hundred  and  sixty 
years.  And  therefore,  according  to  their  own  theory, 
St.  John  should  have  described  the  Millennium  as  a 
thousand  days. 

Secondly ;  Some  learned  modem  expositors  sup- 
pose that  the  thousand  years  are  passed ;  and  they 
would  bring  various  arguments  in  support  of  this 
supposition. 

And,  thirdly^  we  affirm  that  the  thousand  years 
are  not  to  be  regarded  as  indicating  a  Ji^ed  period. 
Indeed,  the  whole  teaching  of  Scripture  forbids  such 
an  interpretation.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  future 
is  uncertain.  Prophecy  is  not  an  almanack.  No  one 
can  calculate  the  world's  eclipse.  The  Great  Day  will 
come ;  but  no  one  can  say,  tvhen  that  Coming  toill  be. 

To  interpret  the  thousand  years  so  as  to  make 
them  indicate  a  fi^ped  X  period,  is,  we  repeat,  repug- 

*  Rev.  ix.  5. 10.  xi.  3.  xii.  6.  xiii.  5.  I  include  here  the 
places  where  forty -two  months  occur,  which  they  interpret  42  X 
30  =  1260  years.  f  Rev.  xii.  14. 

X  Of  our  English  Divines,  it  may  here  suffice  to  cite  Bp. 
Andrewes,  ad  Bellarmin.  c.  10.  Millenarius  annorum  numerus 
apud  Joannem  certus  in  specie  numerus,  re  incertus  tamen. 

F   2 
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nant  to  the  whole  teaching  of  Scripture.  The  king- 
dom  of  God  comeih  not  with  observation.  Watch  and 
pray^  for  ye  know  not  when,  the  time  is  *.  Tlie  day 
of  the  Lord  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night  \.  Behold, 
I  come  as  a  thief  j;.  (says  our  Lord  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse). Blessed  is  he  ihat  watcheth.  As  lightning 
comeih  out  of  the  East,  and  shineth  even  unto  the 
West,  so  shall  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be  §. 
Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  the 
Angels  of  heaven,  but  My  Father  only  ||. 

Now,  if  the  thousand  years  in  the  Apocalypse 
were  a  fiwed  time,  these  sayings  concerning  the  sudr 
denness  of  Christ's  Second  Coming,  to  Judge  the 
quick  and  dead,  would  not  be  true.  But  they  are 
the  sayings  of  Him  Who  is  the  truth ;  and  therefore 
they  are  true,  as  God  Himself  is  true. 

Hence  we  infer  that  the  word  thousand  is  here  a 
general  one ;  and  by  a  thousand  years,  in  the  text, 
the  Holy  Spirit  does  not  limit  a  specific  sum  any 
more  than  when  He  says,  Man  cannot  answer  God 
one  of  a  thousand^  or  If  there  be  an  interpreter,  one 
of  a  thousand  ff ; — ^that  is,  one  among  all  men. 

Similarly,  we  read  in  the  Apocalypse  itself  :|:j:,  that 
twelve  times  twelve  thousand  were  sealed,  severally, 
from  twelve  tribes.     Here  it  cannot  be  imagined, 


•  Mark  xiii.  3.  +1  Thess.  v.  2.     2  Pet.  iii.  10. 
X  Rev.  iii.  3.   xvi.  15.  §  Matth.  xxiv.  27. 

II  Matth.  xxiv.  36.  ♦•  Job  ix.  3. 

f  f  Job  xxxiii.  23.  JJ  Chap.  vii.  4 — 8. 
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nor  has  it  been  supposed  by  any  interpreter,  that 
there  are  in  each  tribe  twelve  thousand  elect,  neither 
more  nor  less  (for,  according  to  this  mode  of  inter- 
pretation, there  would  be  none  saved  from  two  tribes, 
which  are  omitted,  Dan  and  Ephraim) ;  but  by  this 
perfect  number  it  is  meant  that  God  will  one  day 
accomplish  the  number  of  His  elect. 

Again,  it  is  written,  God  keepeth  His  covenant  to 
a  thousand  generations  *.  He  commanded  His  word 
to  a  thotisand generations^*^  XhsXi^toaU  men.  There- 
fore, we  conclude  that  He,  to  whom  a  thousand  years 
are  as  one  day^  and  one  day  as  a  thousand  years  t, 
meant,  as  the  best  ancient  expositors  have  said,  by 
this  perfect  number  J,  the  whole  day  of  the  world's 
life,  till  the  dim  twilight  and  dark  eventide  of  the 
last  and  fiercest  persecution.  In  that  sad  vesper-time 
of  gloom,  Satan  will  be  loosed ;  though  he  will  be 
restrained  from  hurting  Christ's  elect.  The  sun  will 
be  darkened^  and  the  moon  will  not  give  her  light  |j ; 
that  is,  the  light  of  the  pure  heaven  of  the  Church 
will  be  dimmed  with  thick  mists.    The  Gospel  will  be 

♦  Deut  vii.  9.  f  I  Chron.  xvi.  15.  J  2  Pet.  iii.  8. 

§  The  cube  of  ten.  Perfectus  numerus,  millenarius,  denarii 
numeri  quadratum  solidum  reddit.  See  Augustine  1.  c — See 
S.  Gregory  Mag.  Moral,  ix.  cap.  iii.  p.  290.  Per  Joannem  dicitur 
regnabunt  cum  £o  mille  annis,  quia  videlicet  regnum  Sancts 
Ecclesias  Universitatis  perfecdone  solidatur.  In  miUenario  nu- 
mero  perfecta  Universitas  exprimitur.—See  alao  ibid.  lib.  xxxt. 
cap.  xliL  p.  1162,  ed.  Bened.  1705.  Millenarius  numenis  in 
sacro  eloquio  perfectus  accipitur. 

II  Matth.  xxiv.  29. 
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overclouded  with  the  gloom  of  Impiety ;  Love  will 
wax  cold ;  Iniquity  will  abound ;  Faith  will  be  hard 
to  find.  It  will  be  a  time  of  rebuke  and  Uasphemy  *. 
The  earth  will  be  full  of  darkness  and  cruel  habitor 
tionsf. 

In  confirmation  of  this  interpretation,  let  me  re- 
mind you  that  this  exposition,  which  regards  the 
thousand  years — 7wt  as  a  fixed  period,  but  as  the 
measure  of  the  whole  time,  whatever  that  may  be, 
from  the  coming  of  Christ  to  the  loosing  of  Satan — 
is  not  an  interpretation  propounded  first  qfier  the 
ea!piration  of  a  thousand  years  from  the  Incarnation. 
No ;  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  most  cele- 
brated early  Christian  interpreters  both  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Churches  J.  They  did  not 
imagine  that  the  time  of  Satan's  loosing  was  or 

*  2  Kings  xiz.  3. 

f  See  S.  Aug.  in  Psalm  ciii.  20,  21. 

X  Mille  annos  (says  Caspar  a  Melo  in  Apoc.  p.  772)  omne 
tempus  Evangelical  Legis  usque  ad  Antichristum  significare 
aiunt  Patres, — Andreas  and  Aretfaas  in  loc.  c.  Iz.  XcXia  It%  ah 
ir6.vTiaQ  rh  rooavra  ry  iipiBfif  votlv  eiXoyoy'  rai  yap  r&y 
iroWwy  1j  tov  rcXeiov  tnifiavrtKoy  toy  rAy  xiKltty  itpiO/xoy 
tlK&(o/iey*  eire  ra  6,ir6  r^c  Xpiarov  vapovffiac  cwc  rrfc  rod 
'Ayrixpl^ov  iy^rifiiac  k,  r.  \.  Arethas  seems  to  have  thought  it 
probable  that  Antichrist  would  come  before  a.d.  1000.  See  also 
ibid,  o.lxii. — S.  Aug.  1.  c.  xx.  capp.  7 — 11  •  Mille  annos  pro 
annis  omnibus  hujus  sseculi  posuit.  Bede  ad  loc.  Retulit  Spiritus 
Sanctus,  cum  haec  scriberet,  regnaturam  Ecclesiam  mille  annos, 
id  est  usque  ad  finem  mundi.  Quotations  might  be  multiplied 
without  number  from  the  early  expositors  of  the  Apocalypse,  in 
support  of  this  interpretation. 
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could  be  defined:  thej  taught  that  the  thousand 
jears  signified  the  whole  period  which  would  inter^ 
vene  between  the  first  Adveut  of  Christ  and  the 
full  Revelation  of  Antichrist  *. 

Let  me  now  say  a  few  words  in  conclusion,  espe- 
cially to  you,  my  younger  hearers. 

First :  let  us  here  adore  the  might  and  mi^esty  of 
Christ. 

He  has  come  down  from  heaven,  having  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  a  great  chain  in  His  hand, 
and  has  bound  Satan.  Behold  Him  then,  as  a  glo- 
rious Conqueror,  triumphing  over  our  deadly  foe. 
Therefore,  let  us  rejoice.  His  victory  is  ours.  If 
we  are  true  to  Christ,  we  are  invincible.  Though 
your  path  in  this  world  may  be  beset  with  dangers, 
though  it  be  like  the  journey  in  the  wilderness, — 
that  great  and  terrible  wildemess^  wherein  were  fiery 
serpents  and  scorpions  f , — yet  Jesus,  the  Captain  of 

*  Haymo  ad  k)c.  Millenarius  Dumenis  pro  perfectione  ret 
ponitur;  in  hoc  tempore  ligatus  est  Diabolus  in  abysso,  id  est 
in  cordibus  infidelium,  ubi  latet  et  regnat  usque  ad  adventum 
Antichristiy  quando  solvetur  de  sue  carcere  et  procedet  ad  apertas 
blasphemias  et  persecutiones.  Et  mille  quidem  anni,  quantum  ad 
electos  pertinet,  omne  tern  pus  istius  vitse  significant  usque  ad 
finem  sseculi ;  quantum  autem  ad  reprobos,  usque  ad  adventum 
Antichristi. — ^Aquinas  ad  Rev.  xx.  Per  mille  annos:  id  est, 
per  universum  tempus  a  passione  Christi  usque  ad  tempus  Anti- 
christu  Numerus  enim  millenarius  est  perfectus :  per  mille  annos 
signatur  totum  tempus  quo  colligitur  et  successive  impletur  nume- 
rus electorum ;  post  vero  animae  simul  cum  corporibus  r^(nabunt. 

f  Deut.  viii.  15. 
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your  Salvation,  goes  before  you.  He  breaketh  the 
heads  of  the  dragons  in  the  waters^  and  smiteth  the 
heads  of  Leviathan  in  pieces  *.  Ife  goeih  upon  the 
lion  and  the  adder ;  the  young  lion  and  the  dragon 
He  treadeth  under  His  feet  f :  yes,  and  He  giveth 
you  the  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scorpions^  and 
over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  and  nothing  shaU 
by  any  means  hurt  you  ^:,  if  you  be  followers  of  that 
which  is  good  §.  Therefore,  let  nothing  aflfright  you. 
Welcome  difficulty,  welcome  danger,  welcome  death, 
if  they  bring  you  to  Christ  I  Though  I  walk  through 
the  vaUey  of  the  shadow  of  deaths  IwiU  fear  no  evil; 
for  Thou^  0  Lordy  art  with  me ;  Thy  rod  and  Thy 
staff  comfort  me  ||. 

You  have  all  been  baptized  into  the  spiritual 
Body  of  Christ,  which  is  His  Church;  you  have 
thus  been  ''made  members  of  Christ,  children  of 
God,  and  inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
Blessed  therefore,  so  far,  are  ye ;  for  you  have  been 
admitted  to  have  part  in  the  first  Resurrection  **. 
But  remember,  the  words  are.  Blessed  and  holy  is 
he  who  hath  part  in  the  first  Resurrection.  You 
cannot  be  blessed  ffy   unless  you  are  holy.     You 

♦  Ps.  Ixxiv.  IS.  t  Ps.  xci.  13. 

X  Luke  X.19.  §  1  PeUiii.  13. 

II  Ps.  xxiii.  4. 

**  Haymo  ad  loc.  Felix  est  qui  dum  adhuc  vivit  in  corpore 
a  morte  animse  resui^git ;  ille  post  in  carne  feliciter  resurget,  qui 
in  hac  vit&  a  mentis  suae  morte  resurrexit. 

ff  Bede  ad  loc.  Beatus,  qui  servaveritf  quo  renatus  est 
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cannot  have  a  permanent  part  in  the  first  Resurrec- 
tion unless  you  walk  in  newness  of  life.  If  ye  are 
risen  with  Christy  seek  those  things  which  are  above  *. 
It  is  vain  for  you  to  have  been  bom  into  Christ, 
unless  you  live  with  Christy  in  Christy  and  for  Christ. 
Nay,  it  is  worse  than  vain ;  for,  if  having  been  born 
again,  you  fall  back  into  the  death  of  sin, — ^if  having 
been  delivered  from  the  fetters  of  Satan,  you  make 
yourself  the  slave  of  him  who  is  Christ's  prisoner, 
you  revolt  from  Christ,  and  crucify  the  Son  of  God 
afresh,  and  put  Him  to  an  open  shame  f.  Then 
Christ  Himself  has  said  of  you.  Your  last  state  is 
worse  than  the  first  J.  Then  your  lot  will  not  be  in 
the  first  Resurrection, — but  in  the  second  Death. 

Remember  therefore,  we  earnestly  intreat  you,  now 
while  you  have  time,  from  what  death  you  have  been 
quickened,  and  into  what  life.  Reckon  ye  yourselves 
dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  §.  Mortify  your  members  thai 
are  upon  the  earth  ||.  Let  not  sin  reign  in  your 
mortal  bodies,  that  ye  should  obey  the  lusts  thereof; 
but  yield  yourselves  unto  God,  as  alive  from  the 
dead**. 

Remember  that  you  have  been  exalted  to  heavenly 
places  with  Christ.  While  you  look  upon  Christ 
sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  Grod,  you  see  yourselves. 

♦  Col.  iii.  1.  t  Heb.  vi.  4.  6. 

X  Matth.  xii.  45.  §  Rom.  vi.  ID. 

II  Col.  iii.  5.  •♦  Rom.  vi.  13. 
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How  should  we  rejoice,  jea,  how  should  we  tremble 
at  the  thought !  Therefore,  be  risen  with  Christ ; 
seek  those  things  which  are  above ;  purify  yourselves^ 
even  as  He  is  pure.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  worlds 
hut  he  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind  *. 
Then  you  will  indeed  have  ascended  with  Christ ; 
then  you  will  live  and  reign  with  Him ;  and  of  you 
it  will  then  be  said,  Blessed  and  holy  are  ye ;  for  ye 
have  part  in  the  first  Resurrection. 

Once  more :  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  our  trial  is 
not  over ;  our  warfare  is  not  accomplished.  While 
we  are  here  in  the  body,  we  have  need  of  constant 
watchfulness,  self-denial,  meditation,  and  prayer. 
This  is  true  of  Christians  in  all  ages,  and  particularly 
in  one  of  storm  and  peril  like  our  own.  We  know, 
from  the  Scripture  before  us,  that  Satan  toiU  be  loosed 
before  the  Great  Day.  Compared  f  with  what  he 
will  be  theny  he  is  now  said  to  be  chained.  Hence 
we  learn,  how  fierce  he  will  then  be.  When  he  is 
loosed,  he  will  then  show  how  deadly  his  power  is ; 
and  then  we  shall  know  and  feel  how  much  we  owe 
to  that  Mighty  Angel,  Jesus  Christ,  Who  once  came 
down  firom  heaven,  with  the  key  of  the  bottomless 
pit  and  with  a  great  chain  in  His  hand,  and  Who 
bound  Satan,  and  cast  him  into  the  bottomless  pit. 

*  Col.  iii.  1.     1  John  iii.  3.     Rom.  xii.  2. 

f  Haymo  ad  loc.  Tunc  diabolus  ille  quasi  exiet  seducere, 
quia  comparaHone  illius  seducdonis  ista  quae  nunc  agitur  seductio 
esse  denegatur ;  solvetur  modico  tempore,  et  totis  viribus  saeviet 
contra  electos. 
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We  know  that  Satan  will  be  loosed ;  and  then  it 
will  be  proved  once  more, — it  will  be  proved  once 
for  all, — by  Christ's  victory  over  him,  how  strong 
Christ  is.  He  who  has  come  down  once  to  bind 
Satan,  will  come  down  again,  to  cast  him  finally  into 
the  lake  offire^  where  he  wiM  be  tormented  for  ever  and 
ever  *  But»  in  the  mean-while,  during  the  time  in 
which  Satan  is  loosed,  many  alas !  we  know,  will  fall 
from  the  faith,  fall  like  stars  from  heaven ;  many  will 
worship  the  Beast  and  his  image:  they  will  give 
themselves  to  a  strong  delusion  f;  and  will  believe 
the  strange  doctrines,  and  admire  the  lying  wonders, 
of  the  False  Prophet ;  and  will  receive  his  mark  on 
their  foreheads  and  on  their  hands.  Most  miserable 
destiny !  But  they  who  are  Christ's,  will  stand.  For 
them  God  will  fight.  The  Nations  of  the  earth  will 
rise  against  Christ,  and  will  be  gathered  to  battle  against 
Him  t ;  they  tvill  compass  the  camp  and  the  beloved 
eity§;  and  many  of  its  faithful  citizens  will  win 
the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  be  slain  for  the  wit- 
ness of  Jesus^  and  for  the  Word  of  God  ||.  But 
the  souls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hand  of  God ; 
and  there  shall  no  torment  touch  them**.  Though 
dead,  they  live:  they  live  and  reign  with  Christ. 
And,  finally,  fire  will  come  down  from  heaven,  and 
consume  the  foes  of  Christ.     His  victory  will  then 


*  Rev.  XX.  10.    Matth.  xxv.  41.  f  2  Thess.  ii.  11. 

\  Rev.  xvi.  14.  xix.  19.   xx.  8.  §  Rev.  xx.  9. 

II  Rev.  vi.  9.  XX.  4.  ♦*  Wisdom  iii.  1. 
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be  achieved,  and  the  glory  of  His  servants  will  be 
complete.  The  Devil  wiU  be  cast  into  the  lake  of 
fire^  where  the  Beast  and  False  Prophet  are;  and 
they  shall  be  tormented  day  and  nighty  for  ever  and 
ever.  And  then  the  Judgment  will  be  set;  and  all 
the  deady  both  small  and  greats  will  be  raised^  and 
stand  before  God;  and  every  man  wiU  be  judged 
according  to  his  works  *. 

Whether  these  great  events  are  now  near  at  hand 
or  no,  we  cannot  say.  Enough,  assuredly,  there  is 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  to  warn  us  of 
Christ's  coming.  We  cannot  prophesy;  but  we  must 
all  pray.  We  must  all  watch.  We  must  all  labour. 
We  must  all  love.  Whether  we  now  see  the  begin- 
ning of  these  things  or  no,  is  uncertain ;  but  we  shall 
certainly  see  the  end.  We  shall  see  Christ  at  His 
coming.  Behold^  He  cometh  in  the  clouds ;  and  every 
eye  shall  see  Him ;  they  also  which  pierced  Him  f . 
We  shall  see  the  Throne  set^  and  the  Books  opened. 
We  shall  all  be  judged.  And  may  God,  of  His  infi- 
nite mercy,  grant,  that  then  you  may  see  your  names, 
written  in  the  Book  of  Life ! 

•  Rev.  XX.  10—13.  f  Rev.  i.  7. 
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/  John^  who  also  am  your  brother^  and  companion  in  tribulation^ 
and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesua  Christ,  was  in  the  isle 
that  is  called  PaimoSf  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ.  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
heard  behind  me  a  great  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet,  saying,  I  am 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  fvrst  and  the  last :  and.  What  thou  seest, 
write  in  a  book,  and  send  it  unto  the  seven  churches  which  are  in 
Asia, 

Having  endeavoured  on  two  former  occasions  to 
clear  away  the  objections  raised  by  some  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Apocalypse,  on  the  ground 
of  the  ambiguous  language  of  some  persons  respect- 
ing it  in  the  third  and  fourth  centuries,  I  propose 
now  to  examine  the  evidence  of  its  Genuineness 
and  Inspiration. 

This  is  a  most  important  enquiry. 

Some  critics  in  our  own  day,  especially  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  *  have  affirmed,  in  very  confident 

•  Particularly  Liicke,  Bretschneider,  Ewald,  De  Wette,  Schott, 
Credner,  &c.  '*  If"  (says  Liicke,  Commentar.  iiber  dieSchriften 
d.  Ev.  Joannes,  iv.  p.  388.)  "  St.  John  wrote  the  Gospel  which 
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terms,  that  the  Apocalypse  ought  not  to  be  received 
as  the  work  of  the  Evangelist  St.  John. 

A  belief  in  the  genuineness  and  inspiration  of 
the  Canonical  bpoks  of  Scripture  is  the  ground- 
work of  our  faith  and  hope ;  and  whatever  weakens 
this  foundation,  undermines  the  iabric  of  Christianity. 
Therefore,  on  general  grounds,  this  question  demands 
our  serious  attention. 

Besides,  the  Apocalypse  itself  has  a  peculiar  cha- 
racter: it  foretells  the  future.  If  it  is  indeed  the 
Word  of  God,  then  no  one  can  question  the  realUy 
of  a  Future  Judgment,  and  of  Heaven  and  Hell. 
All  these  are  here  pourtrayed  in  the  most  vivid 
colours ;  and  proportioned  to  their  importance  is  that 
of  the  present  question  concerning  the  Authority  of 
the  Apocalypse. 

Once  more.  In  these  Discourses  we  receive  the 
Apocalypse  as  the  Word  of  God.  We  build  upon 
it  as  such.  We  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to 
show  how  safe  and  impregnable  a  fortress  it  affords 
us  against  the  fierce  assaults  of  sceptical  Philosophy, 
ungodly  Polity,  and  corrupt  Religion,  by  which  we 
are  now  assailed.  It  therefore  concerns  us  all  to 
know  that  our  house  is  founded  on  a  Rock ;  that 
the  Apocalypse  is  true ;  that  it  is  based  on  the  ever- 
lasting foundation  of  Him  Who  was,  and  is,  and  will 
never  cease  to  be. 

bean  his  name,  he  cannot  be  the  Author  of  the  Apocalypse." 
De  Wette  Einleit.  §  189,  and  Ewald  Comment,  p.  76,  say  the 
same  thing,  in  similar  language. 
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In  pursuance  of  this  design,  let  me  call  your 
attention,  in  the  first  place,  to  a  strong  presump- 
tive proof  of  the  divine  authority  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. 

The  Apocalypse  completes  the  Canon  of  Scrip- 
ture; and,  with  reverence  be  it  said,  the  Sacred 
Canon  would  be  imperfect  without  it.  This  arises 
from  the  peculiar  character  of  this  Book. 

Almighty  God  has  been  pleased  to  say,  that  He 
unil  do  nothing^  but  He  revealeth  His  secrets  to  His 
servards  the  Prophets  *.  Therefore  it  was  reasonably 
to  be  expected  that  some  prophetical  Book,  reveal- 
ing the  future  history  of  the  Church  under  the  New 
Dispensation,  would  be  given  by  God  to  her,  in 
the  same  manner  as  prophetical  books  for  a  like 
purpose  were  vouchsafed  under  the  Old  Dispensation. 

But,  no  Book  of  the  New  Testament,  except  the 
Apocalypse,  possesses  a  prophetic  character ;  no  such 
prophetical  Book  has  ever  been  received  by  the 
Christian  Church,  except  the  Apocalypse ;  and  there- 
fore we  conclude,  that  the  Apocalypse  is  a  Canonical 
Book,  and  was  even  necessary  for  the  completion  of 
the  Canon. 

Let  us  now  open  the  Apocalypse. 

It  presents  itself  to  us  as  ^  Revelation  o/Jeevh 
Christ.     Such  are  its  first  words. 

Is  it  a  genuine  Revelation,  or  no  ? 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era,  as 

♦  Amos  iii,  7. 
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we  learn  from  ancient  accredited  *  witnesses,  there 
were  many  supposititious  and  heretical  books  in 
circulation  with  such  titles  as  the  following : — 

The  Revelation  of  Peter. 

The  Revelation  of  Pavl. 

The  Revelation  of  Thomas. 
These  were  spurious  Revelations,  purporting  to 
come  fix)m  Apostles  of  Christ.  But  thej  have  their 
value,  as  proving  to  us  the  existence  of  some  genuine 
Apostolic  Revelation  at  that  time.  No  one  forges 
counterfeits  of  hnaginary  coins :  the  false  medal  indi- 
cates that  there  is  a  genuine  one,  of  a  similar  form, 
in  circulation.  The  glass  reflects  the  jewel;  the 
shadow  follows  the  substance.  Now,  there  is  not, 
and  never  has  been,  any  Book  of  Revelation  in 
existence  which  the  Christian  Church  has  recog- 
nized as  a  genuine  Apostolic  work,  except  the  Apo- 
calypse. Therefore  the  Apocalypse  is  the  true 
Revelation.  It  is  the  sterling  coin^  of  which  those 
other  Revelations  were  counterfeits.  And  thus  the 
frauds  of  heretical  utterers  of  base  money  serve  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  divine  archetype. 
We  proceed  now  a  step  fiirther. 
Every  one  who  opens  the  Apocalypse  must  be 
struck  with  its  commanding  tone  and  majestic  dig- 


*  See  the  account  of  twelve  different  Apocryphal  Books  of 
Apocalypse  or  Revelation  in  Fabricius  Codex  Apoc.  N.  T. 
Pt.  ii.  p.  935,  and  the  authorities  cited  by  Jones  on  the 
Canon,  i.  p.  26 — 38,  and  by  Liicke,  Commentar.  p.  45 — 50. 
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nity.  It  proclaims  itself  as  the  Revelation  of  Jestts 
Christ  *•  Hear  what  the  Spirit  saiih  unto  the  Churches; 
Such  is  the  conclusion  of  each  of  the  seven  letters 
to  the  seven  Churches.  Blessed  is  he  who  readeth 
and  keepeth  the  words  of  this  prophecy  f .  /  testify 
unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy 
of  this  book^  If  any  man  shaU  add  unto  these  things^ 
God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  vrritten 
in  this  book ;  and  if  any  man  shall  take  away  the 
words  out  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy^  God  shall 
take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  Life  t- 

Such  is  the  solemn  language  of  the  Apocalypse 
concerning  itself. 

Are  not  these  words  from  Heaven  ? 

Again.  Not  only  does  the  Author  thus  lay  claim 
to  inspiration,  but  he  professes  to  ea^ercise  a  gift 
peculiar  to  Almighty  God.  He  predicts  the  future. 
He  lays  open  a  long  avenue  of  events,  rising  up  one 
after  another  in  clear  perspective  through  the  inter- 
val of  time,  extending  from  that  Lord's  day  in  which 
he  was  in  the  Spirit  upon  the  shores  of  the  isle  of 
Patmos  even  to  the  Day  of  Doom.  He  opens  the 
gates  of  Heaven ;  he  displays  the  Throne  of  the 
Most  High ;  he  places  us  amid  the  angelic  hierarchy, 
and  bids  us  listen  to  seraphic  melodies ;  he  sounds 
the  trumpets  of  God's  judgments,  and  pours  out  the 
vials  of  His  wrath  on  a  guilty  world ;  he  calls  us  to 

•  Rev.  i.  1.  f  Rev.  i.  3.   xxii.  7. 

X  Rev.  xxii.  18. 
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witness  the  destruction  of  the  seven-hilled  Babylon ; 
he  unseals  the  bottomless  pit ;  he  discloses  the  dark 
abyss ;  he  shows  us  the  awful  scenes  of  the  general 
Resurrection  and  of  the  Day  of  Judgment:  in  a 
word,  he  reveals  the  future,  till  Time  is  lost  in 
Eternity. 

What^  therefore,  must  we  now  say  ?  One  of  two 
alternatives:  either  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse 
is  divinely  inspired,  or  else,  with  reverence  be  it 
said,  he  is  guilty  of  pro£mely  usurping  the  name  and 
attributes  of  God. 

Let  us  now  advance  still  further. 

If  we  survey  the  opening  chapters  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, we  find  that  they  consist  of  epistolary  ad- 
dresses, directed  to  the  seven  angels  of  seven 
churches  in  seven  celebrated  cities  in  that  region 
of  the  world,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  New 
Testament,  is  called  Asia.  This  Asia,  you  will  bear 
in  mind,  is  not  the  vast  tract  of  Asia  according  to 
the  modem  acceptation  of  the  word,  but  it  is,  in 
Roman  language,  Proconsular  Asia,  or  Lydia*.  It 
was  a  province  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles 
square,  watered  on  the  north  by  the  river  Caycus, 
on  the  south  by  the  Mseander,  and  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Phrygian  hills,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Mediterranean  sea.    We  take  for  granted, — what  no 


♦  See  Archbishop  Ussher's  Treatise  "  On  the  Original  of 
Bishops  and  Metropolitans,"  Oxford,  1641,  p.  53—96.  The 
whole  of  this  essay  is  very  pertinent  to  the  Apocalypse. 
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one,  I  suppose,  here  present  will  call  in  question, — 
that  the  angels  of  these  seven  Asiatic  Churches  are 
their  several  chief  pastors,  the  messengers  of  the  Lord 
of  Hosts  *\  that  is,  as  Christian  antiquity  witnesseth, 
their  respective  Bishops  f . 

The  language  addressed  by  the  author  of  the 
Apocalypse  to  these  Angels  or  Bishops  is  very 
remarkable.  He  speaks  to  them  with  the  voice  of 
authority ;  he  treats  them  as  his  own  inferiors ;  and 
he  regards  them  as  responsible  to  himself.  He 
rebukes  them  sharply,  for  the  fiulings  of  their 
Churches  in  doctrine  or  in  discipline. 

Be  it  further  observed,  that  these  letters  were 
addressed  to  the  Angels  of  the  Churches  in  order 
that  they  might  be  read  openly  in  those  Churches  t- 

Thus  these  rebukes  were  public. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  his  original 

*  Mai.  ii.  7.    Hag.  i.  13. 

f  Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  i. 

Septem  steUcs  angeli  sunt  septem  ecelestarum,']  Id  est,  rector es 
ecclesiarum.  Sacerdos  emm,  ut  Malachias  ait,  angelus  Domini 
exercituum  est,  —  So  Aquinas,  cap.  i.  Septem  Stellas,  septem 
Episcopos  Ecclesiarum,  per  quos  intelligantur  universi  prselati  qui 
sunt  elecd.  Cap.  i.  p.  35,  Angelos  dicit  Episcopos  propter  emi- 
nentiam  vitae  quam  debet  habere  preelatus.  —  See  also  Abp. 
Ussher,  1.  c. 

X  SeeLightfootinRev.iii.  The  phrase  "  Angel  of  the  Church" 
is  equivalent,  he  observes,  to  IIIV  irbtt^  "  the  Minister  of  the 
Synagogue,"  who  took  care  for  the  public  reading  of  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets  ;  and  these  Epistles  are  sent  accordingly  to  the 
Ministers  in  the  several  Churches,  to  be  read  openly  in  the  con- 
gregation. 
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Greek,  the  epithets,  (such  as  dead^  hoU  cold^  poor^ 
rich,  blinds  ndked*^  and  the  like,)  which  the  writer 
uses  to  characterize  the  qualities  and  condition  of 
these  several  Churches,  agree  in  gender  not  with  the 
feminine  word  Churchy  as  might  have  been  expected, 
but  with  the  masculine  word  An^eL  They  are  all 
masculine ;  not  one  feminine.  So  that  the  address 
to  the  Churches  is  personal  to  their  several  Angels. 
The  author  lays  on  each  Angel  the  &ilings  of  his 
particular  Church,  and  thereby  (we  may  remark  in 
passing)  he  gives  a  most  solemn  view  of  Episcopal 
Responsibility. 

Observe  now  more  closely  how  he  speaks  of  the 
seven  Churches  thus  personified  by  their  Chief  Pas- 
tors. He  remonstrates  with  Ephesus  for  having  left 
its  first  love.  The  Angel  of  Pergamos  is  reproved 
for  conniving  at  the  doctrine  of  Balaam.  Thyatira 
is  censured  for  suffering  a  Jezebel  to  teach.  Sardis 
has  a  name  to  live,  but  is  dead.  Laodicea  is  neither 
hot  nor  cold.  For  all  these  feults  and  corruptions 
the  Angels  of  the  respective  Churches  are  held 
accountable,  and  are  reproved  by  the  Writer  of  the 
Apocalypse. 

Again ;  he  gives  them  advice,  as  a  father  would  to 
his  children.  He  exhorts  them  to  strengthen  the 
things  that  remain:  he  promises  them  rewards  for 
fidelity  and  perseverance.  If  they  fall  away,  their 
candlestick  shall  be  removed;    but  he  that  over- 

*  In  Chapters  ii.  and  iii. 
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Cometh  shall  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life,  and 
shall  receive  a  crown  of  never-feding  glory. 

Who  now,  it  may  be  asked,  is  he,  that  comes  forth 
from  Patmos  to  address  this  language  of  public  re- 
proof to  the  venerable  Bishops  of  Asia?  Who  shall 
thus  summon  them  before  him,  as  if  to  a  judicial 
tribunal  ?  Who  pronounce  such  verdicts  upon  them  ? 
Can  it  be  any  ordinary  man,  who  thus  speaks  and 
.  acts  ?  Can  a  Layman,  can  a  Presbyter,  can  even  a 
brother  Bishop  address  such  language  as  this  to  the 
chief  pastors  of  the  Asiatic  Churches?  to  men  who 
have  received  their  commission  from  the  first  followers 
of  Christ,  and  have  had  the  hands  of  Apostles  laid  on 
their  heads  ?  In  those  early  days  at  least,  when  respect 
for  constituted  authority  was  regarded  as  a  part  of 
religion ;  and  when  they  were  severely  censured,  who 
intruded  into  the  province  of  others*,  and  uttered  rash 
judgments  concerning,  their  spiritual  Guides ;  such 
language  from  an  inferior,  or  even  from  an  equal, 
to  Christian  Bishops,  would  have  been  impossible. 

We  are  brought,  therefore,  to  this  conclusion: 
either  the  Author  of  the  Apocalypse  was  some  per- 
son who  stood  in  a  peculiar,  and,  we  add,  in  the 
unique  relation  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Superior  to  these 
Asiatic  Angels ;  or  else  we  must  confess  that,  in  em- 
ploying such  language  as  that  in  which  he  addressed 
them,  he  usurped  the  prerogative  of  an  office  which 
no  faithful  Christian  would  have  dared  to  invade. 

*  aWoTptvtiriaKOTroi^    1  Pet.  iv,  15. 
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It  may  indeed  be  said,  that  a  person,  inferior  in 
dignity  to  the  Seven  Angels  of  Asia,  might  still  have 
been  employed  by  Almighty  God  to  exhort  and  re- 
prove them,  as  Samuel  was  employed  to  rebuke  Eli. 
This  is  indeed  possible ;  and  this  supposition,  let  me 
observe,  concedes  the  divine  mission  of  the  Writer ; 
that  is,  it  grants  the  very  point  at  issue,  his  Inspi- 
ration. 

At  the  same  time,  though  it  be  allowed  to  be  pos- 
sible^  that  an  inferior  should  be  authorized  and  com- 
missioned by  God  to  rebuke  a  superior,  and  that  pub- 
licly ;  yet  it  is  much  more  probable  that  He,  who  is 
the  Lover  of  Order,  especially  in  His  Church,  should 
have  employed  the  Ministry  of  a  Superior^  appointed 
by  himself,  to  rebuke  and  correct  an  inferior. 

Either,  therefore,  the  Writer  of  the  Apocalypse 
was  inspired  by  God,  and  was  a  person  (as  we  appre- 
hend) superior  in  dignity  to  the  Seven  Angels ;  or 
else  he  assumed  a  Amotion  which  did  not  belong  to 
him,  and  he  acted  in  a  manner  irreconcileable  with 
Christian  duty ;  and  the  Apocalypse  would  have  been 
rejected  by  those  to  whom  it  was  sent. 

We  shall  inquire  presently,  how  it  was  treated  by 
those  to  whom  it  was  sent.  In  the  mean  time  we 
observe,  that  this  authoritative  and  increpatoiy 
tone,  to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  must,  we  con- 
ceive, be  regarded  as  presumptive  evidence  of  the 
superior  dignity  and  divine  authority  of  the  Writer. 
By  using  it,  he  proves  that  he  is  persuaded  of  the 
validity  of  his  own  claim  to  Inspiration.     He  will 
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not  prophesy  smooth  things  to  the  Churches :  he  will 
not  bribe  the  Angels  by  flattery.  No.  He  will  tell 
them  the  truth,  even  at  the  risk  of  offending  some, 
or  of  creating  opposition  from  all.  ObserTe,  too,  how 
he  does,  what  no  forger  would  ever  have  done ;  he 
challenges  examination  of  his  own  claims.  He  praises 
one  of  the  Churches,  that  of  Ephesus,  for  having 
tried  and  convicted  a  false  prophet,  and  thus  invites 
them  to  examine  his  own  prophecy.  /  know  thy 
works,  that  thou  canst  not  hear  them  that  are  evil: 
thou  hast  tried  them  which  say  they  are  Apostles,  and 
are  not,  and  hast  found  them  liars  *.  He  thus  courts 
a  scrutinizing  examination  of  his  own  credentials. 
He  will  take  good  care,  that  no  one  shall  ever  be  able 
to  say,  that  the  reception  of  the  Apocalypse  was  due 
to  any  persuasive  arts  of  the  writer,  and  not  to  its 
being  from  God. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  a  very  interesting  point  in 
our  inquiry. 

ffow  was  the  Apocalypse  received  by  the  Seven 
Angels  and  Seven  Churches  of  Asia? 

Happily  we  have  abundant  materials  for  a  reply 
to  this  question. 

Our  first  witness  is  Papias,  Bishop  of  Hierapolis, 
a  city  at  a  very  few  miles  distance  from  Laodicea,  one 
of  the  Seven  Churches.  He  was,  also,  a  disciple  of 
St.  John,  and  a  contemporary  with,  and  in  a  certain 
sense  a  colleague  of,  the  Seven  Angels,  whom  the 

•  Rev.  ii.  2. 
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Author  of  the  Apocalypse  addressed*.  He  was  very 
diligent  in  collecting  memorable  facts  concerning  the 
Apostles,  and  their  works :  and  he  received  the  Apo- 
calypse as  the  work  of  the  Evangelist  St.  Johnf . 

His  testimony  is  of  greater  value,  on  account  of 
his  nearness  to  Laodicea ;  for  the  Church  of  Laodicea 
could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  authorship  of  a 
book  addressed  to  itself;  and  if  the  Apocalypse  had 
7iot  been  the  work  of  St  John^  we  cannot  imagine 
that  the  Laodiceans  would  have  allowed  such  an 
unfavourable  %  character  of  their  Church,  as  is  given 
in  the  Apocalypse,  to  be  circulated  throughout  Chris- 
tendom J,  in  the  name  and  with  the  authority  of  St. 
John.     If  the  Apocalypse  had  been  a  forgery,  they 

*  Iren.  v.  33.  nawiac  *\iaavvov  aKovarf^Q,  UoXvtcapirov  Se 
erat(W)c. — Euseb.  iii.  39.  S.  Hieron.  Catal.  Script,  xviii.  Tom. 
iv.  p.  109,  and  Epist.  ad  Theodoram,  iv.  p.  581.  See  above, 
p.  11. 

f  As  the  fact  of  this  testimony  of  Papias  has  been  recently 
questioned  by  some,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  that  not  only  do 
Andreas  and  Arethas  (Prolog,  in  Apocalyp.)  refer  to  Papias,  as 
vouching  for  the  inspiration  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  but  Irenseus,  who 
unhesitatingly  affirms  it  to  be  St.  John's,  refers  to  Papias  as 
among  his  authorities  (Hser.  v.  33) :  and  Eusebius  speaks  of  the 
doctrine  of  Papias  proceeding  from  at  iLiroaToXiKai  hriyiitreief 
Euseb.  iii.  39 ;  and  Papias  appears  to  have  commented  on  the 
Apocalypse.  See  the  important  Scholium  in  Cramer's  Catena^ 
Rev.  xii.  7 — 9. 

+  Rev.  iii.  14—18. 

§  It  may  be  questioned  whether  a  feeling  of  shame  did  not  in 
fact  operate  on  the  Council  of  Laodicea,  and  lead  to  the  omission 
of  the  Apocalypse  from  its  list  of  books  to  be  read  publicly. 
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must  have  known  it  to  be  so;  and  knowing  it  so 
to  be,  they  must  have  exposed  it  to  the  world. 

This  observation,  you  will  observe,  applies  to  others 
of  the  Seven  Churches,  who  are  addressed  in  similar 
terms  of  rebuke :  and  it  adds  much  weight  to  the  im- 
portant facts,  first,  that  there  is  a  great  amount  of 
primitive  testimony  from  the  Seven  Churches,  assign- 
ing the  Apocalypse  to  St.  John ;  and  that  there  is 
none  from  that  quarter  which  ascribes  it  to  any  one 
else. 

The  next  testimony  to  which  we  would  refer  is 
that  of  Justin  Martyr.  He  was  bom  at  Sichem  in 
Samaria  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  century, 
and  was  eminent  for  his  erudition,  which  was  im- 
proved by  intercourse  with  Christian  and  Heathen 
Philosophers  in  Egypt,  Italy,  and  other  countries 
which  he  visited.  About  the  middle  of  the  second 
century  he  came  to  the  city  of  Ephestis^  where  he 
held  a  two  days  conference  with  Trypho,  one  of 
the  most  learned  Jews  of  his  day.  In  the  narrative 
which  he  published  of  this  dialogue,  Justin  Martyr 
quotes  the  Apocalypse,  and  affirms  that  it  is  written 
by  one  of  the  Apostles  of  Christ,  whose  name  is  John*. 

This  assertion,  be  it  observed,  was  made  only  about 
half  a  century  after  the  death  of  St.  John,  and  it  was 
made  at  JSphesus,  the  mother  city  of  Asia,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Seven  Churches,  the  city  in  which  St. 
John  passed  a  great  part  of  his  life,  in  which  he  died, 

*  Euseb.  iv.  18,  SiaXoyov  evl  r^c 'E^co'/diK  voX^wq  vpogTpwJHaya 
rwy  t6t£  '^lipaiiay  tirKTrifiirraToy  xeiroii}ra<*  fiifiyrirai  r^c  ^liaayiOi> 
* ATTOKaXvyl/iittt  oa^wQ  tov  *ATro<rr6\ov  avrrjy  elyai  Xiyiay, 
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and  in  which  he  was  buried  *.  This  testimony,  there- 
fore, of  Justin  Martyr  is  of  great  value ;  and  it  con- 
firms the  proof,  that  St.  John  was  the  Author  of  the 
Apocalypse. 

We  pass  next  to  the  evidence  of  Melito.  He  was 
Bishop  of  one  of  the  Seven  Churches,  Sardis,  in  the 
second  century ;  a  successor,  therefore,  of  one  of  the 
Seven  Angels  addressed  in  the  Apocalypse.  The 
witness  of  Sardis  and  its  Bishop  cannot  be  suspected 
of  partiality ;  for  Sardis,  again,  is  one  of  the  Churches 
which  is  rebuked  with  great  severity  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse. Thou  hast  a  name  that  thou  livest^  and  art 
dead-f.  And  the  character  of  Melito  stands  pre- 
eminently high  both  for  piety  and  learning.  He  is, 
therefore,  a  Tery  credible  witness.  It  is  a  very 
pleasing  reflection,  that  the  reproofs  of  the  Apocar 
lypse  were  not  without  their  fruits:  and  probably 
the  pious  vigilance  of  Melito,  the  Bishop  of  Sardis, 
was  quickened  by  them.  He  laboured  diligently  for 
the  souls  committed  to  his  care ;  especially  in  esta- 
blishing their  fidth  in  the  Word  of  God.  He  showed 
a  most  laudable  zeal  with  regard  to  the  Canon  of  the 
Old  Testament  In  order  to  assure  himself  and  his 
Church  of  Sardis  concerning  the  Books  of  the 
Ancient  Scriptures,  as  received  by  the  Churches  of 
Palestine,  he  visited  that  country  in  person,  and  he  has 
given  the  result  of  his  critical  inquiries  in  a  very  in- 

*  S.  Justin  Dialog,  c.  Tryphone,   c.   80,   81.     See  also  S. 
Hieron.  Catal.  c.  ix. 
f  Rev.  iii.  i. 
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teresting  and  valuable  Epistle*.  And  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  he  who,  we  see,  was  so  diligent  and 
circumspect  in  his  inquiries  concerning  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, would  have  been  less  careful  respecting  the 
Neto^  and  especially  concerning  that  particular  Book 
of  the  New  Testament,  the  Apocalypse,  which  con- 
tains an  address  to  his  own  predecessor,  and  to  his 
own  Church ;  and  to  which,  on  other  grounds,  his 
best  consideration  must  have  been  giTen,  for  he  wrote 
a  Commentary  f  upon  the  Apocalypse. 

The  evidence,  therefore,  of  Melito  is  very  import- 
ant. He  also  received  the  Apocalypse  as  the  work 
of  St.  John. 

The  latest  witness  to  whom  we  shall  here  appeal 
is  St.  IrensBus.  He  was  probably  a  native  of  Asia 
Minor,  whence  he  migrated  to  France,  where  he 
became  Bishop  of  Lyons  toward  the  close  of  the 
second  century.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  St.  Polycarp,  who  was  placed  in  the  see  of 
Smyrna  by  the  Apostles,  and,  as  some  affirm,  by 
St  John  himself  I ;  and  who  is  supposed  by  learned 
men — for  instance,  by  Archbishop  Ussher — to  be 
no  other  than  the  Angel  of  the  Church  of  SmymOy 
who  is  addressed  in  the  Apocalypse. 

In  his  great  work  against  heresies,  published  only 
about   ten    years    after  St.  Polycarp's  martyrdom, 

*  Euseb.  iv.  26.  S.  Hieron.  Catal.  c.  xxiv.  See  '*  Lectures 
on  the  Canon/*  Lect.  iii.  p.  76,  and  Appendix,  No.  V. 

t  Euseb.  iv.  26.    S.  Hieron.  Catal.  xxiv. 

X  Tertullian.  de  Prssscr.  c.  32.  S.  Iren.  iii.  3,  4.  ap.  Euseb. 
V.  20.   cp.  Euseb.  iv.  14.   S.  Hieron.  Catal.  S.  c.  xvii. 
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Irenaeus  refers  to  the  Apocalypse*.  He  mentions 
ancient  Manuscripts  of  it,  which  he  himself  had  exa- 
mined ;  and  he  speaks  of  a  particular  reading  f  of  a 
particular  passage  J  in  the  Apocalypse,  (that  con- 
cerning the  number  of  the  Beast,)  as  being  confirmed 
by  the  authority  of  those  "  who  had  seen  St.  John 
face  to  fece."  In  this  single  work  he  quotes  the 
Apocalypse  no  less  than  twenty  times;  he  makes 
long  extracts  from  it ;  and  speaks  of  it  in  the  most 
unhesitating  manner,  as  inspired  Scripture,  and  as 
the  work  of  St.  John. 

The  testimony  of  St.  Irenaeus  is  of  more  value, 
because  it  was  probably  derived  from  Asiatic  Bishops ; 
for  example,  from  Papias,  whom  he  mentions  as  an 
authority,  and  especially  from  St.  Polycarp  J,  whose 
life,  like  that  of  his  Master,  St.  John,  seems  to  have 
been  providentially  prolonged  to  almost  a  patriarchal 
duration,  in  order  that  he  might  be  a  witness  of  the 
living  Voice  of  Apostolic  Teaching,  till  the  Written 
Word  was  generally  diffused. 

Such,  then,  is  the  testimony  from  the  country  ||  to 
which  the  Apocalypse  was  originally  sent ;  such,  we 


*  Clinton,  Fasti  Romani,  a.d.  166.  Cave,  i.  p.  66,  67.  de 
Irenaeo. 

f  Iren.  v.  30.   cf.  Euseb.  v.  8. 

X  Rev.  xiii.  18.  §  Euseb.  iv.  14.  v.  20. 

II  Mr.  I.  C.  Knight,  in  p.  12 — 15  of  an  ingenious  Essay  on  the 
Apocalypse,  (Lond.  1842,)  has  shown  reason  for  believing,  that 
St.  Ignatius,  in  Epist.  ad  Philad.  6,  imitated  the  words  in  Rev. 
iii.  12,  which,  he  observes,  were  addressed  to  the  same  Church, 
that  of  Philadelphia ;  and  therefore  St.  Ignatius,  the  friend  of 
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say,  is  the  contemporary  witness  of  the  Asiatic 
Churches  to  which  it  was  addressed.  Next :  be  it 
carefully  remembered,  that  not  a  tittle  of  evidence 
of  a  contrary  kind  can  be  adduced  from  those 
Churches,  and  from  that  age. 

No  doubt  whatever  was  entertained  by  the  Apoca- 
lyptic Churches  concerning  the  inspiration  and  genu- 
ineness of  the  Apocalypse.  On  the  contrary,  those 
were  condemned  as  holding  heretical  opinions,  the 
Alogi,  for  instance,  of  the  second  century,  who  denied 
the  Apocalypse  to  be  St.  John's*.  Very  striking 
are  the  words  of  TertuUian,  at  the  close  of  the  second 
century : — "  We  can  appeal  to  the  Churches  which 
are  the  foster-children  of  St.  John ;  for  though  Mar- 
cion,  the  heretic,  rejects  his  Apocalypse,  yet  the  series 
of  the  Asiatic  Bishops  derives  its  origin  from  St. 
Johnf."  All  the  Apocalyptic  Churches  ascribed 
the  Apocalypse  to  St.  John. 

Let  us  now  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  consider 
the  fieicts  before  us. 

A  Writing,  claiming  to  be  from  heaven,  dictated 
in  language  of  the  most  solemn  and  sublime  kind, 
predicting  future  events,  presenting,  as  it  were,  a 
series  of  pictures  of  the  World's  History  to  the  end 
of  Time,  is  sent  to  Seven  Apostolic  Churches  of  the 


Polycarp,  and  scholar  of  St.  John,  may  be  added  to  the  witnesses 
in  favour  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Apocalypse. 

*  Epiphan.  Haeres.  li.  3,  4.  32, 33.  Philastr.  Hseres.  Ix.  al.  13. 

"t*  TertuUian  c.  Marcion.  iv.  5.     See  ibid.  iii.  14. 
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most  distinguished  cities  in  the  light  and  splendour 
of  Asia:  to  Ephesus,  the  rich  emporium  of  the 
East ;  to  Smyrna,  the  nurse  of  Poets ;  and  to  Sardis, 
the  ancient  residence  of  Kings.  It  purports  to  come 
from  an  exile  on  the  barren  rock  of  Patmos,  an  isle 
almost  within  sight  of  Ephesus,  and  therefore  very 
accessible  to  those  to  whom  the  book  is  sent;  it 
speaks  in  the  voice  of  authority  to  those  Churches, 
and  to  their  spiritual  Rulers ;  it  pronounces  judicial 
sentence  upon  them;  it  rebukes  their  filings,  and 
commends  their  virtues;  it  promises  blessings  to 
those  who  receive  the  words  of  its  own  prophecy, 
and  denounces  eternal  woe  on  all  who  add  to,  or 
take  away,  from  it.  In  a  word,  it  speaks  to  men 
as  being  itself  frt)m  God. 

And  what  is  the  result  f 

This  Book — with  these  claims,  reproofs,  promises, 
and  threats — is  received  by  all  these  Churches  as 
the  Word  of  God ;  and  is  ascribed  by  them  to  the 
beloved  Disciple,  the  blessed  Apostle  and  Evan- 
gelist, St.  John. 

Such  is  their  testimony;  and  they  could  not  have 
been  deceived  in  this  matter.  St.  John  was  no 
stranger  to  them.  He  lived  and  he  died  among 
them.  If  then  the  Apocalypse  is  not  from  God,  and 
if  it  is  not  the  work  of  St.  John,  it  cannot  be  ima- 
gined that  the  Apostolic  Churches  of  Asia  would 
have  conspired  to  receive  it.  Their  duty,  both  to 
God  and  to  the  Apostle,  required  them  not  to  do  so. 
No ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  Angels  of  these  Churches, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


in.]  of  the  Apoccdypse.  95 

with  one  voice,  would  have  protested  against  it.  Not 
only  they  would  not  have  recognized  it  as  divine,  not 
only  they  would  not  have  received  it  as  the  work 
of  St  .John,  but  they  would  have  condemned  it  as 
falsely  ascribed  to  the  Apostle,  and  impiously  laying 
claim  to  the  incommunicable  attributes  of  God.  It 
would  have  taken  a  place  among  those  spurious 
Revelations  (to  which  we  have  referred)  which  were 
ascribed  by  heretics  to  Peter,  Paul,  and  Thomas; 
and  the  World  would  have  heard  no  more  of  the 
Apocalypse  of  St.  John. 

We  are  now  arrived  to  the  point  of  our  argument, 
at  which  we  are  led  to  observe,  that  we  have  other 
evidence— I  mean  silent  evidence— in  behalf  of  the 
inspiration  and  genuineness  of  the  Apocalypse :  and 
this  evidence  is  of  the  most  cogent  kind;  for  it  is 
the  evidence  of  St.  John  himself. 

The  Apocalypse  was  published  at  the  close  of  the 
reign  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Domitian*;  that  is, 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  95.  Some  have  assigned 
an  earlier  ^^  but  no  one  a  later,  date  than  this.    Now 

*  "  Historia  nota  est,**  says  Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  i. 
*'  Joannem  a  Domitiano  Csssare  propter  evangelium  in  hanc  insu- 
1am  relegatum ;  cui  tunc  congrue  secreta  datum  est  coeli  pene- 
trare,  cum  carta  terrarum  spatia  n^abatur  excedere." — Lampe, 
Prolegom.  ad  Joann.  61, 62,  says :  **  Tota  antiquitas  in  eo  abunde 
consentit  quod  Domitianus  exilii  Joannis  author  fuit."  Cp.  Vitringa 
Anacr.  ad  Rev.  iv.  1,  and  vi.  1. 

f  The  use  of  the  Pauline  Benediction,  Rev.  i.  4,  xxii.  21,  is  a 
conclusive  proof,  that  it  could  not  have  been  written  under  Nero. 
See  **  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  p.  233,  234. 
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it  is  certain  that  St.  John  survived  till  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Trajan*;  that  is,  till,  or  beyond,  the 
year  of  our  Lord  100.  Some  authorities  place  his 
death  so  low  as  the  year  120f.  Certain,  also,  it  is, 
that  in,  or  soon  after,  the  year  100,  when  he  had 
returned  from  Patmos,  the  Bishops  of  Asia,  that  is, 
the  Angels  of  the  Seven  Churches,  whom  the  Author 
of  the  Apocalypse  had  addressed,  came  to  St.  John  at 
Ephesus,  to  which  city  he  returned  after  his  banish- 
ment in  Patmos,  and  where  he  then  resided,  and  that 
they  brought  to  him  copies  of  the  three  Gospels  of  St. 
Matthew,  St.  Mark,  and  St.  Luke,  and  desired  of  him 
a  public  declaration  of  his  Apostolical  judgment  con- 
cerning these  Gospels;  and  that  St. John  openly 
pronounced  these  Three  Gospels  to  be  Authentic, 
Genuine,  and  Inspired;  and  that,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  same  Asiatic  Bishops,  St.  John  com- 
posed his  own  Gospel,  as  the  full  and  final  consum- 
mation of  the  Evangelical  Volume  ij:. 

This  well-attested  fact  proves  that  the  Apostle  St. 
John,  aged  as  he  then  was,  was  not  only  blessed  with  full 

♦  Hieron.  Script.  Eccl.  v.  Joannes. 

•}•  S.  Chrysostom  (?)  in  S.  Joann.  Homil.  torn.  viii.  p.  130,  Ap- 
pendix, ed.  Paris,  1728.  ilnpiaro^  6  *l(i>avvrjg  hvo  An/ieTiayov  etc 
rrjy  vfjtroy  rrjy  Ka\ovfi£yijv  Ilar/iov  yiyvcrai,  ^la  roy  \6yov  tov  Geoil, 
Kal  eKKXriffiay  ervyypa^cc  fjy  EBei^ey  avr^  n  Gcoc  icuc  *Av(}Ka\v\j/iy 
fiVffrrjpiiDy,  eircira  «:ai  tciq  hyiaQ  rpcic  iwiarnXaQ  ,  .  .  ilra  eVaveX- 
Owy  TTJc  E^opiaQ  KaraXafifidyEt  rif^E^e^ov,  Kcuceldt  Biarpiliiay  crvv- 
rcirrti  to  EvayyiXioy  ijy  iriav  EKaroy,  ^lapKeaag  £wc  oXiov  eicaroy 
tUoaiy,     See  other  authorities  in  Lampe's  Prolegomena. 

J  See  the  authorities  in  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  VL 
p.  156,  157,  and  Photii  Bibl.  254. 
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intellectual  vigour  during  his  exile  in  Patmos,  but 
that  his  faculties  were  preserved  unimpaired  after 
his  return  to  Ephesus,  and  that  he  was  in  habits  of 
intercourse  with  the  Angels  of  the  Seven  Churches  of 
Asia  for  some  years  after  the  Apocalypse  was  written. 

Now,  it  will  be  remembered  that  St.  John  was 
the  last  surviving  Apostle  of  Christ,  and  that  he  was 
also  Metropolitan  of  Asia;  and  Ephesus,  the  civil 
capital  of  Asia,  was  his  abode  or  Metropolitan  See, 
from  which  he  administered  the  ecclesiastical  af&irs 
of  the  Province  of  Proconsular  Asia,  or  Lydia,  in 
which  all  the  seven  Churches  were  situated.  It  will 
be  recollected,  also,  that  St.  John  not  only  took  an 
active  part,  as  from  his  Apostolic  character  and  office 
might  be  expected,  in  authenticating  genuine  Scrip- 
tures, as  we  have  just  seen ;  but  that  also,  as  might 
be  expected,  he  exerted  no  less  vigilance  and 
authority  in  condemning  supposititious  books,  pre- 
tending to  be  Scripture. 

In  one  of  his  Epistles  he  says.  Beloved,  believe  not 
every  spirit^but  try  the  Spirits  whether  they  are  of  God: 
for  many  deceivers  are  gone  forth  into  the  World*. 
And  it  is  expressly  recorded  of  him,  that  when  a 
writing,  professing  to  be  a  canonical  history  of  the 
Acts  of  St.  Paul,  had  been  composed  by  a  presbyter 
of  the  city  of  EphestiSy  St.  John  convicted  the  Author, 
and  condemned  the  book  f . 

Suppose   now,  for  argument's  sake,   the  Apocor 

*  1  John  iv.  1 . 

f  See  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  V.  p.  160, 
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lypse  no^  to  be  inspired,  and  not  to  be  written  by 
St.  John* 

Here  is  a  book,  speaking,  as  it  were,  from  Heaven ; 
speaking  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  speaking  to  the  Bishops  and  Churches 
of  Asia ;  that  is,  to  those  of  St.  John's  own  province ; 
and  arrogating  the  very  functions  which  belonged 
to  St.  John  himself,  and  to  him  alone ;  assuming  the 
office  of  administering  rebuke  and  correction  to  the 
Bishops  of  St.  John's  own  jurisdiction. 

Even  if  any  one  can  bring  himself  to  imagine  that 
the  seven  Asiatic  Angels — devout  and  holy  men, 
like  Polycarp— would  have  tolerated  such  presump- 
tuous usurpation,  (which  is,  indeed,  incredible,)  no 
one,  I  apprehend,  will  suppose,  that  the  one  Asiatic 
Archangel — ^1  mean  St.  John — would  have  borne  it. 
No ;  he  would  have  treated  the  author  of  the  Apo- 
calypse as  he  treated  Cerinthus.  He  would  have 
condemned  him  as  he  condemned  the  Asiatic  pres- 
byter; and  we  should  have  known  the  author  of 
the  Apocalypse  only  as  a  second  Diotrephes  ♦. 

On  the  whole,  then,  we  conclude,  from  the  voice 
of  the  Angels^  and  from  the  silence  of  the  Archangel^ 
that  the  Apocalypse  is  inspired,  and  that  its  Author 
is  St.  John. 

Before  we  confirm  this  conclusion  by  a  brief  appeal 
to  internal  evidence,  let  us  observe,  that  this  primi- 
tive testimony  could  not  be  invalidated  by  more  recent 
allegations  of  a  contrary  kind,  even  if  those  alle- 

•  3  John  9. 
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gations  did  not  admit  of  being  easily  refuted  on 
other  ground  in  addition  to  those  of  lateness  in  time. 

Concerning  this  matter  of  facU  I  mean  the  genu- 
ineness of  the  Apocaljrpse,  the  testimony  of  the 
Asiatic  Churches  of  St.  John's  own  age  is  worth 
more  than  all  the  opinions  of  aU  subsequent  time. 
The  truth  also  is,  that  all  sceptical  surmises  on  this 
matter,  which  are  but  slight  and  partial,  may  be 
easily  accounted  for.  First,  (as  we  have  shown,) 
from  the  erroneous  imputation  of  Millenarian  doc- 
trines to  the  Apocalypse,  which  cast  a  temporary 
cloud  over  it ;  and,  next,  from  the  reserve  practised 
by  some  Churches  *,  (as,  indeed,  by  our  own,)  not  pub- 
licly reading  the  Apocalypse  in  their  religious  assem- 
blies t ;  whence  it  came  to  pass,  that,  the  Apocalypse 
was  not  inserted  in  some  lists  of  Books  to  be  read 
in  the  Church,  and  thence  by  some  it  was  erroneously 
imagined  not  to  be  Canonical. 

But  these  allegations,  and  all  others  of  a  like  tend- 
ency, soon  lost  all  credit ;  and  the  primitive  belief 
concerning  the  inspiration  and  genuineness  of  the 
Apocalypse  became  universal.  In  the  prophetic 
words  of  Eusebius  |, — ^^  Though  men  dispute  on  this 
side  and  that  concerning  the  Apocalypse,  yet  assu- 

*  Cone.  Laod.  can.  Ix.  Other  Churches  pursued  a  di£Perent 
course.  By  a  decree  of  the  Fourth  Council  of  Toledo,  (a.d.  633, 
can.  xvii.)  a  Pre8b3rter  was  liable  to  excommunication,  if  he  did 
not  read  the  Apocalypse  in  the  Church  at  a  certain  period  of  the 
year. 

f  See  Hooker,  V.  xx.  4,  with  Mr.  Keble's  note. 

X  Euseb.  iii.  24. 
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redly  in  due  time  its  claims  will  be  acknowledgedy 
on  the  ground  *  of  primitive  testimony ^ 

If  now  we  open  the  Book  itself,  every  thing  there 
harmonizes  with  this  belief  f. 

The  Author  calls  himself  John.  /  John^  who  am 
also  your  brother^  and  companion  in  tribukUion^. 
John  to  the  Seven  Churches  which  are  in  Asia§. 
I  John  saw  tliese  things^  and  heard  them  ||.  Whom 
would  this  name^  placed  thus  by  itself  without  any 
epithet  or  accompaniment^  suggest  ?  Whom  but  the 
Apostle  and  Evangelist,  St.  John  ?  He,  and  he  alone, 
was  John ;  their  brother,  and  their  pastor,  and  their 
guide :  and  no  one  else  in  his  age,  writing  to  St.  John's 
oum  Churches^  would  have  ventured  to  assume  the 
name  of  John,  in  this  bold  and  unqualified  simplicity. 

Again :  the  Author  writes  from  the  isle  of  Patmos, 
where  he  was,  ^/br  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  Jesus ; 
and  we  know  that  St.  John  was  banished  to  that 
island  by  the  Emperor  Domitian,  when  he  perse- 
cuted the  Church  **. 

*  See  also  St.  Jerome,  ad  Dardan.  £p.  129. 

f  I  have  not  entered  into  the  question  of  alleged  discrepancy 
of  style  between  the  Apocalypse  and  St.  John's  Gospel.  (Euseb. 
vii.  25.)  This  has  been  already  noticed  in  "  Lectures  on  the 
Canon,"  ix.  p.  220-2,  and  has  been  well  discussed  by  Guerike, 
Einleitung  in  das  N.  T.  §  60,  p.  555.  And,  after  all,  the  subject 
of  the  Apocalypse  is  so  different  from  that  of  the  Grospel,  that 
arguments  from  style  are  scarcely  admissible  here.  No  one 
would  argue  from  the  Satires  of  Horace  that  he  did  not  write  the 
Odes.     And  yet  how  different  is  the  style  ! 

X  Rev.  i.  9.  §  Rev.  i.  4. 

II  Rev.  xxii.  8.  **  See  above,  p.  95. 
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It  may  be  asked,  perhaps,  Why  then  does  he  not 
caU  himself  an  Apostle  f  We  ask,  in  reply,  Why 
does  not  St.  James?  Wliy  does  not  St.  Jude?  Why 
does  not  St.  John  himself,  in  his  Epistles  ?  The  name 
John  would  suffice  to  identify  him ;  and,  by  with- 
holding the  title  of  Apostle,  and  calling  himself  only 
a  servant  of  God,  and  their  brother  in  tribulations,  he 
would  show,  that  though  he  had  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
and  was  permitted  to  understand  aU  mysteries,  and  to 
speak  with  the  tongue  of  Angels  *,  yet  he  was  not 
elated  above  measure  by  the  abundance  of  his  Reve- 
lations f ;  and  the  more  he  was  exalted  by  God,  the 
more  he  would  humble  himself  with  men.  The 
secret  of  the  Lord  is  among  them  that  fear  Him  X ; 
and  mysteries  are  revealed  to  the  meek  f . 

Further :  the  Author  of  the  Apocalypse,  modest 
as  he  is  in  the  description  of  himself,  speaks,  as  we 
have  seen,  to  the  Angels  of  Asia  with  all  authority : 
he  distributes  praise  and  blame  like  a  Ruler  and  a 
Judge.  Now,  there  was  only  one  person  then  alive 
in  the  whole  world  who  was  entitled  to  use  this 
language ;  and  that  one  person  was  not  only  entitled 
to  use  it,  by  his  double  character  as  the  last  sur- 
viving Apostle,  and  as  Metropolitan  of  Asia,  but 
he  was  most  solemnly  bound  to  use  it.  By  reason  of 
his  office,  he  was  obliged,  in  duty  to  Christ,  Who 
called  him  to  it,  to  speak,  and  ewhort,  and  rebuke  with 

*  1  Cor.  xiii.  1,  2.  f  2  Cor.  xii.  7. 

X  Psalm  XXV.  13.  §  Ecclus.  iii.  19. 
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aU  authority  *  He  was  bound  to  be  no  respecter  of 
persons ;  to  be  instant  in  season^  out  of  season ;  to 
reprove^  rebuke,  ewhort^;.  This  one  person  was 
St.  John. 

Again:  we  find  that  the  Author  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, who  writes  to  the  Seven  Angels,  or  Bishops, 
gives  them  an  Apostolic  Benediction, — The  grace  of 
ofwr  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen  I. 
Such  are  his  fSsurewell  words. 

And  without  aU  contradiction  (says  the  Apostle) 
the  less  is  blessed  of  the  better,  or  greater  f .  Therefore, 
again,  we  infer  that  the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse  is 
some  one  greater  than  the  Bishops  of  Asia.  He  is 
some  one  entitled  to  bless  them.  Now,  there  was 
one  person  in  the  world,  and  one  alone,  who,  in  a 
spiritual  sense,  was  greater  than  the  Bishops  of  Asia, 
and  so  was  entitled  to  bless  them,  and  might  justly 
be  expected  to  do  so ;  and  that  person  was  St.  John. 

I  leave  it,  my  brethren,  to  you  to  consider  the 
remarkable  propriety  which  characterizes  the  divine 
selection  of  St.  John,  and  particularly  of  St.  John 
such  as  he  was  at  Patmos,  for  the  treatment  of  such 
sublime  subjects  as  those  which  are  contained  in 
the  Apocalypse. 

His  Gospel  proclaims  what  a  divine  spirit  was  in 
Him.  Who  so  fit  as  he  to  speak  of  the  mysteries 
revealed  in  the  Apocalypse  ? 


♦  Tit.  ii.  15.  t  2  Tim.  iv.  2. 

X  Rev.  xxii.  2 
§  Heb.  vii.  7. 


X  Rev.  xxii.  21.     See  also  Rev.  i.  4. 
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He  was  the  beloved  Disciple.  He  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  our  Lord's  most  private  retirements ;  to 
the  most  solenm  scenes  of  His  sufferings  and  sorrow. 
He  had  been  with  Him  on  the  Mountain  of  Trans- 
figuration, in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  in  the 
High  Priest's  hall,  and  at  the  Cross. 

All  his  brother  Apostles  had  now  been  taken 
away  by  death.  He  was  left  the  last.  He  was 
now  a  prisoner  and  an  exile  in  a  lonely  island.  As 
the  winds  blew,  and  as  the  waves  dashed  on  the 
rocky  shores  of  Patmos,  so  the  storms  of  the  world 
were  now  beating  against  the  rock  of  the  Church. 
But  the  aged  and  lonely  Apostle  was  blessed  and 
cheered  with  glorious  visions.  He  was  visited  by 
Jesus  Christ.  The  exile  from  the  world  became  a 
citizen  of  heaven ;  and  the  barren  cliffi  of  Patmos 
were  made  more  beautiful  than  Paradise.  The  Man 
of  Sorrows,  Whom  St.  John  had  seen  in  his  agony  at 
Gethsemane ;  He  Whom  he  had  seen  standing  bound 
before  Caiaphas,  crowned  with  thorns,  mocked  by 
Herod,  condemned  by  Pilate,  pierced  by  the  soldier, 
and  dying  on  the  Cross,  was  now  seen  by  him 
enthroned  in  heaven,  and  adored  by  myriads  of 
Cherubim  and  Seraphim  kneeling  before  Him.  / 
am  Alpha  and  Omega^  the  First  and  the  Last*.  I 
am  He  that  liveth^  and  was  dead ;  and^  behold^  I  am 
alive  for  evermore^  Amen ;  and  have  tlie  keys  of  heU 
and  of  death -f.  He  is  seen  chaining  Satan,  and 
casting  Him  into   the    gulf   of  fire.     He  is  seen 

*  Rev.  i.  11.  t  Rev.  i.  18. 
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coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  judge  the  world. 
He  hath  on  his  vesture  His  Name  written^  King  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords*.  His  Kingdom  is 
established  for  ever.  The  Voices  of  heaven  cry, 
HalleluiOj  for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth  f . 
They  veho  have  been  slain  for  Him,  they  who  have 
kept  His  commandments,  are  seen  glorified  for  ever. 
The  former  things  are  passed  away.  There  is  no 
more  deaths  nor  sorrow;  and  God  wipes  all  tears 
from  their  eyes  X.  They  are  received  into  the 
heavenly  palace,  to  the  marriage-feast  of  the  Son  of 
God. 

The  Apocalypse,  be  it  remembered,  proclaims 
itself  as  the  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Consider  how  appropriate,  how  beautiful,  how 
consistent  it  is  with  the  affectionate  tenderness  of 
Christ  for  His  dear  and  faithful  servants,  that  He 
should  cheer  His  beloved  Disciple,  St.  John,  now 
aged,  alone,  and  an  exile,  vrith  these  glorious  Visions ; 
that  He  should  show  Himself  in  heaven  to  him  who 
had  seen  Him  on  the  cross :  that  He  should  reveal 
Himself  to  him,  as  He  will  one  day  appear  in  His 
awful  majesty,  to  Judge  the  Quick  and  Dead.  How 
significant  also  is  it  of  Christ's  love  to  His  Church, 
sorrowing,  afflicted,  widowed  in  this  world,  that  He 
should  not  call  away  His  last  surviving  Apostle 
before  He  had  revealed  to  him  the  future  glorious 
condition  of  the  beloved  Bride,  when  re-united  to 
Her  Lord  in  heaven  ! 

♦  Rev.  xix.  15.  f  Rev.  xix.  6.  X  Rev.  xxi.  3. 
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What,  therefore,  my  Christian  friends,  can  he  more 
fall  of  comfort  to  ourselves  than  the  view  which  this 
subject  presents  ?  Heaven  is  our  home :  here  on  earth 
we  are  exiles ;  we  are  in  Patmos.  Especially,  in  these 
our  days,  the  heavens  are  dark ;  the  sea  is  high ;  the 
waves  dash  upon  the  rock :  the  floods  are  risen^ 
0  Lord ;  the  floods  have  lift  up  their  voice  *.  Ours  is 
an  age  of  storm.  The  beach  below  us  is  strewn  with 
the  wrecks — the  wrecks  of  Empires.  Yet  in  this  dark 
gloom  of  the  world,  in  this  our  solitude  and  exile, 
we  may  have  inward  peace ;  and  light  and  hope  and 
joy.  If  we  love  Christ  with  St.  John,  if  we  suffer  for 
Christ  with  him,  we  too,  like  St.  John,  shall  be  visited 
by  Christ.  Then  St  John's  Visions  are  ours.  His 
Revelation  is  ours.  Our  Patmos,  also,  becomes  Parap 
dise.  And  we  shall  pass  from  the  storms  of  earth 
to  the  eternal  sunshine  of  heaven ;  and  from  the 
dreary  solitude  of  our  worldly  exile  to  the  blissfal 
mansions  of  our  Father's  House. 

Let  us  pray. 
MERCIFUL  LORD,  we  beseech  Thee  to  cast  Thy 
bright  beams  of  light  upon  Thy  Church,  that  it  being 
enlightened  by  the  doctrine  of  Thy  Blessed  Apostle 
and  Evangelist  St.  John,  may  so  walk  in  the  light 
of  Thy  truth,  that  it  may  at  length  attain  to  the 
light  of  everlasting  life,  through  JESUS  CHRIST 
our  Lord.     Amen. 

*  Psalm  xciii.  4. 
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Rev.  chap.  iv. 


After  this  I  looked,  and,  behold,  a  door  was  opened  in  heaven  : 
and  the  first  voice  which  I  heard  was  as  it  were  of  a  trumpet  talk- 
ing with  me ;  which  said.  Come  up  hither,  and  I  wiU  shew  thee 
things  which  must  he  hereafter.  And  immediately  I  was  in  the 
spirit ;  and,  behold,  a  throne  was  set  in  heaven,  and  one  sat  on  the 
throne.  And  he  that  sat  was  to  look  upon  like  a  jasper  and  a 
sardine  stone :  and  there  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne,  in 
sight  like  unto  an  emerald.  And  round  about  the  throne  were  four 
and  twenty  seats ;  and  upon  the  seats  I  saw  four  and  twenty  elders 
sitting,  clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  they  had  on  their  heads 
crowns  of  gold.  And  out  of  the  throne  proceeded  lightnings,  and 
thunderings,  and  voices  :  and  there  were  seven  lamps  of  fire  burn" 
ing  before  the  throne,  which  are  the  Seven  Spirits  of  God,  And 
before  the  throne  there  was  a  sea  of  glass  like  unto  crystal :  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  and  round  about  the  throne,  were  four 
beasts  full  of  eyes  before  and  behind.  And  the  first  beast  was  like 
a  lion,  and  the  second  beast  like  a  calf,  and  the  third  beast  had  a 
face  as  a  man,  and  the  fourth  beast  was  like  a  flying  eagle.  And 
the  four  beasts  had  each  of  them  six  wings  about  him;  and  they 
were  full  of  eyes  within :  and  they  rest  not  day  and  night,  saying. 
Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to 
come.  And  when  those  beasts  give  glory,  and  honour,  and  thanks 
to  him  that  sat  on  the  throne,  who  Uveth  for  ever  and  ever,  the  four 
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and  twenty  elders  fall  down  before  him  that  sat  on  the  throne^  and 
worship  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  cast  their  crowns 
before  the  throne,  saying.  Thou  art  worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power :  for  thou  hast  created  all  things, 
and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created. 

It  having  been  my  endeavour,  on  a  former  occasion, 
to  show  that  the  Apocalypse,  or  Revelation,  is  rightly 
received  as  a  divinely  inspired  work  of  the  Apostle 
and  Evangelist  St.  John,  I  would  now  propose  to 
offer  some  remarks  on  the  peculiar  relation  in  which 
this  Book  stands  to  the  rest  of  the  Sacred  Volume 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament. 

Here,  first,  let  us  observe  one  of  its  most  import- 
ant characteristics,  which  we  may  be  allowed  to  call 
its  finality. 

The  Apocalypse  reveals  to  us  the  future.  It  dis- 
closes to  us  the  History  of  the  Church,  even  to  the 
Day  of  Doom.  It  places  us  not  only  before  the  Tri- 
bunal of  Christy  but  in  the  Heavenly  City.  It  dis- 
plays to  us  not  only  the  armies  of  Satan  leagued 
against  the  sacred  camp,  but  it  opens  the  doors  of  his 
dark  prison-house.  Not  only  does  it  teach  us,  that 
all  things  which  we  now  see  will  have  an  end ;  but 
it  shows  what  that  end  will  be. 

In  this  respect  the  Apocalypse  is  invaluable. 

Some,  my  brethren,  you  are  aware,  there  are,  in 
these  our  days,  who  venture  to  affirm  that  Chris- 
tianity is  only  a  provisional  and  temporary  dispen- 
sation ;  that  it  is  but  one  link  in  the  chain  of  truth ; 
that  it  is  only  a  transitory  stage,  a  moving  scene  in 
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God's  Revelations :  and  that  as  it  has  superseded 
Judaism,  so,  in  its  turn,  it  may  be  expected  to  give 
place  to  some  olJier  Religion. 

Others,  again,  imagine  that  Christianity,  like  hu- 
man science,  admits  of  discoveries:  that  the  Faith 
originally  taught  by  Christ  and  His  Apostles,  and,  as 
St.  Jude  says*,  once  for  aU  delivered  to  the  Saints, 
may  be  developed  in  greater  fulness,  and  expanded 
in  wider  amplitude ;  and  that  it  is  the  privilege,  nay 
and  even  the  duty,  of  Reason  and  Philosophy,  as 
some  pretend,  or  of  a  self-styled  infallible  Church,  as 
others  no  less  confidently  assert,  to  give  due  exten- 
sion and  adequate  perfection  to  the  unchangeable 
Word  of  God  and  to  the  everlasting  Gospel  of 
Christ! 

But  all  these  proud  and  presumptuous  imagina- 
tions are  put  to  flight  by  the  Apocalypse. 

This  Divine  Book  teaches  us  that  we  are  not  to 
look  for  any  new  Religion ;  nor  for  any  new  form  of 
Christianity.  It  opens  to  us  a  view,*  as  in  an  un- 
broken avenue,  of  the  whole  interval  between  Christ's 
First  Advent  as  a  Saviour,  and  His  Second  Advent 
as  our  Judge;  and  it  declares  that  the  Gospel, 
first  preached  by  Him  eighteen  centuries  ago,  is  the 
Code  of  Faith  and  Duty  by  which  He  will  judge  us 
all  at  the  last  day. 

To  those,  then,  who  present  us  with  new  religions, 
or  with  new  forms  of  Christianity,  we  reply,  Look  at 

*  Jude  8. 
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the  Apocalypse.  Its  counsel  to  the  world,  in  the 
great  concern  of  Religion,  is,  not  to  find  out  what  is 
new,  but  to  maintain  what  is  old.  Its  exhortations  are, 
Be  thou  faithful  unto  deaths  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life  *.  Do  thy  first  works.  JRemember  thy  first 
love-f.  Strengthen  the  things  which  remain.  Hold 
fast  that  which  thou  hast  J.  Behold^  I  conie  quickly. 
I  wiU  put  upon  you  §  none  other  burden^  but  that 
which  ye  have  already ^  hold  fast  till  I  come ;  and  he 
that  overcometh  and  keepeth  my  words  unto  the  end^  to 
him  will  I  give  power ;  and  I  mU  give  him  the  morn- 
ing star.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches  \\. 

Thus  we  are  taught  by  St.  John,  in  the  Book  of 
Revelation,  that  Christianity  is  the  consummation  of 
Religion ;  and  that  the  Religion  of  the  Apocalypse 
is  the  consummation  of  Christianity. 

Again :  in  another  very  important  sense  the  Apo- 
calypse has  s.  final  character.  The  Apocalypse  is  the 
work  of  St.  John.  St.  John,  the  last  surviving 
Apostle,  was  specially  employed  by  Christ  to  com- 
plete and  canonize  the  Sacred  Volume. 

♦  Rev.  ii.  10.  f  Rev.  ii.  4,  5.  J  Rev.  iii.  2,  3. 11. 

§  *'  Nisi  quod  ab  Apostolis  praeceptum  est."  Berengaudus  ad 
Apoc.  ii.  25. — Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  ii.  Non  mit- 
lam  super  vos  aliud  pondus^  &:c.]  Non  patiar  vos  tentari  supra  id 
quod  potestis  sustinere.  Attendite,  inquit,  a  falsis  prophetis. 
Non  enim  ego  vobis  novam  mitto  doctrinam ;  sed  quam  accepistis, 
servate  in  fineni. 

II  Rev.  ii.  25—28. 
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This  fact  is  carefiilly  to  be  borne  in  mind.  It  is 
one  of  the  principal  clues  to  the  right  Exposition 
of  the  Apocalypse. 

The  New  Testament,  like  the  Old,  consists  of  two 
parts.  The  Old  is  divided  into  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets ;  the  term  Prophet  being  used  in  its  gene- 
ral sense,  to  describe  one  who  is  commissioned  by 
Grod  to  declare  His  Will,  whether  it  concern  the 
future  or  the  present.  In  the  same  manner  the  New 
Testament  may  be  regarded  as  composed  of  two  por- 
tions, one  Historical,  and  the  other  Prophetical.  The 
Four  Gospels  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  form  the 
Christian  Pentateuch :  the  Epistles  and  the  Apoca* 
lypse  constitute  our  Prophetical  Pandect 

The  former  may  be  called  the  Evangelical,  and 
the  latter,  the  Apostolical,  Canon.  And  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  same  Apostle  and  Evangelist, 
the  Beloved  Disciple  St.  John,  was  employed  by  our 
Blessed  Lord  to  complete  and  authenticate  both : 
the  first,  by  His  Gospel,  and  the  second,  by  the  Apo- 
calypse. 

And  since  the  New  Testament  is  the  consunmiar 
tion  of  the  Old ;  therefore,  in  the  concluding  words 
of  St.  John's  Gospel*,  and  in  those  final  sentences  of 
his  Apocalypse,  If  any  man  shall  add  unto  these 
things^  God  shdU  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are 
written  in  this  book  f ,  —  both  alike  expressive  of 
completeness  and  finality^  Our  Blessed  Lord,  acting 

•  Chap.  XX.  3.  xxi.  25.  f  Chap.  xxii.  18—21. 
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by  the  ministry  of  St.  John,  closes  the  Canon  of 
Scripture.  He  subscribes  it  with  His  own  hand,  and 
sets  upon  it  His  Divine  Seal,  and  delivers  it  to  the 
Church,  as  the  perfect  Word  of  God. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  Apoca^ 
lypse  of  St  John — ^though  prior  in  composition  to  his 
Gospel,  yet  by  a  prophetic  anticipation  suited  to  its 
peculiar  charactei^-does,  in  fact,  appear  to  suppose 
the  existence  of  that  Gospel ;  and  that,  as  the  Pro- 
phet Malachi  is  called  the  Seal*  of  the  Prophets,  so 
the  Prophet  St.  John,  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  the  Seal  f 
of  the  whole  Bible. 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  prophetical  sym* 
bols  in  the  portion  of  the  Apocalypse  chosen  for  our 
text. 

It  would  indeed  be  presumptuous  to  obtrude  upon 
you  any  interpretation  of  these  mysterious  emblems^ 
as  absolutely  certain.  Nothing  has  tended  more  to 
bring  discredit  on  the  Apocalypse  than  the  rashness 
of  those  Interpreters  who  have  reversed  the  order  of 
things,  and,  forgetting  their  office  as  Expodtors,  have 
constituted  themselves  into  Prophets^  and  have  endear 
voured  to  make  the  Evangelical  Prophet  St.  John 
the  Ea^positor  of  their  Prophecies. 

Still  the  abtise  of  the  Apocalypse  must  not  tempt 
us  to  forget  its  use.   Blessed  (says  St.  John)  is  he  that 

*  D^S^n  Urttn-  See  Hotdnger  Thesaurus,  p.  483,  p.  324. 

f  Hence  the  Apocalypse  is  called  a^paylt  rfit  j3i/3Xov.  See 
authorities  above  quoted,  Lect.  I.  p.  1 . 
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readethy  and  they  that  hear  the  words  of  this  prophecy , 
and  keep  those  things  which  are  written  therein  *. 

Every  one,  my  beloved  brethren,  who  endeavours 
to  interpret  the  Apocalypse,  has  special  need  of  St. 
Paul's  caution.  Let  him  that  prophesieth,  (that  is,  ex- 
poundeth,)  prophesy  according  to  the  proportion  of 
faith  f .  Let  him  not  interpret  any  one  passage  so 
that  it  be  repugnant  to  the  general  tenour  of  Holy 
Scripture,  but  let  him  take  care  that  the  sense  he 
ascribes  to  it  be  in  harmonious  unison  with  the 
oracles  of  God  I. 

You  will  also  carefully  bear  in  mind,  my  younger 
hearers,  that  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture,  and 
especially  of  the  Apocalypse,  the  judgment  of  the 
ancient  Church  is  of  very  great  weight.  In  later 
times,  the  Apocalypse  has  become  the  arena  of  theo- 
logical controversy;  and  its  sense  has  been  some- 
times made  to  vary  with  the  bias  of  its  several  expo- 
sitors. Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  fortu- 
nate for  us  that  we  are  able  to  appeal  to  the  judg- 
ment of  ancient  Christian  Interpreters,  who  were 
wholly  exempt  from  the  partialities  and  prejudices  of 
our  own  age ;  and  that  thus  we  can  retire  from  the 
strife  of  modem  polemics  to  the  calm  retreats  of 
Christian  Antiquity. 

Especially,  too,  is  it  a  providential  circumstance, 
amid  the  unhappy  differences  which  have  made  the 

♦  Rev.  i.  3.  xxii.  7.  t  Roni.  xii.  6. 

+  1  Pet  iv.  11. 
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divine  Apocalypse  a  subject  of  contention  between 
the  Reformed  Churches  and  the  Church  of  Rome» 
that  we  are  able  to  refer  to  early  Western  writers, 
— ^that  is,  to  writers  of  the  ancient  Roman  Com- 
munion,— ^who  cannot  be  suspected  of  any  hostility 
to  Rome,  nay,  rather  who  were  much  prepossessed  in 
her  favour  as  she  then  was,  and  whose  testimony  on 
the  points  at  issue  is  not  liable  to  any  exception 
from  her. 

Their  judgment^  therefore,  is  of  great  weight ;  and 
it  is  very  desirable  that  it  should  be  resorted  to: 
indeed  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  many  mo- 
dem Expositors  of  the  Apocalypse  have  been  so 
much  £su3cinated  by  their  own  theories  concern- 
ing it,  that  they  have  overlooked  the  valuable 
materials  which  Christian  Antiquity  supplies  for  its 
illustration*. 

Bearing  in  mind  these  cautions,  let  us  now  pro- 
ceed to  observe,  that  the  heavenly  Visions  of  the 
Apocalypse  open  (in  the  Fourth  Chapter)  with  a 
Revelation  of  the  celestial  mansions,  and  of  the  Most 
High  seated  upon  His  Throne.  The  Throne  is  cano- 
pied, as  it  were,  by  a  Rainbow,  in  sight  like  unto  an 
Emerald:  it  is  flanked  on  either  side  by  seats,  on 
which  are  seated  Four  and  Twenty  Elders,  wearing 
golden  crowns,  and  clothed  in  white.  Lightnings, 
thunders,  and  voices  issue  from  the  throne.     Seven 

*  See  Note  A.  at  end  of  this  Volume  for  some  notice  of  the 
Ancient  Commentaries  on  the  Apocalypse. 
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lamps*  bum  before  it^  which  (we  are  informed)  are 
the  Seven  Spirits  of  God.  Before  it,  also,  is  a  crys- 
tal sea.  Under  the  Throne  and  about  it  are  four 
beasts^  or,  rather.  Living  Creatures  f^  as  the  word  ought 
to  be  rendered ;  to  suggest  a  reference  to  the  living 
creatures  in  the  parallel  passage  of  the  first  and  tenth 
chapters  of  the  Prophet  Ezekiel ;  and  also  to  obviate 
all  possibility  of  conAision  with  the  two  monstrous 
beasts  f  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Apocalypse.  These 
Four  Living  Creatures  are  full  of  eyes,  and  each  has 
six  wings :  and  they  rest  not  day  and  nighty  saying. 
Holt/,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was, 
and  is,  and  is  to  come.  And  when  those  living  creor 
tures  give  glory  to  Him  that  sits  on  tlie  Throne,  the 
four  and  twenty  elders  fall  doum  and  worship  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  cast  their  crowns 
before  the  Throne,  saying.  Thou  art  worthy,  0  Lord^ 
to  receive  glory  and  honour  and  power :  for  Thou  hast 
created  aU  things,  and  for  Thy  pleasure  they  are  a$id 
were  created  §. 

In  this  glorious  Vision,  the  ancient  Church  recog- 
nized and  adored  the  Triune  God,  enthroned.  King 
of  the  Universe. 

In  the  arched  iris  spanning  the  divine  throne,  she 
beheld  an  emblem  of  His  severity  blended  with  love ; 
in  it  she  saw  the  dark  showers  of  His  Judgments 
gilded  by  the  bright  beams  of  His  Mercy.    The  hea- 

X  Oti(Ua.     Rev.  xiii.  1 — 18,  &c.  $  Rev.  iv.  4 — 11. 
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venly  Bow  spake  to  Her  of  the  Deluge,  the  ship- 
wreck of  the  world  for  sin ;  it  spake  to  her  also  of 
calm  and  sunshine  after  the  storm. 

It  spake  of  hope  and  reconciliation  with  God ;  it 
spake  also  of  the  Day-spring  from  on  high  *,  and  of 
man's  sinful  nature  irradiated  with  orient  colours  by 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness '\.  It  spake  to  her  of  the 
Incarnation  of  Christ  In  it^  descending,  as  it  were, 
by  an  angelic  ladder,  Mercy  and  Truth  seemed  met 
together ;  Righteousness  and  Peace  kissed  each  other. 
Truth  flourished  out  of  the  earth ;  and  Righteousness 
looked  down  from  heaven  f. 

Such  were  the  thoughts  suggested  to  her  mind  by 
the  Rainbow  arching-over  the  throne  in  heaven. 

Again.  To  her  eye  the  crystal  sea  symbolized 
the  pure  waters  of  Christian  baptism,  through  which 
we  enter  the  presence  of  God.  The  sea  is  like  crystal, 
because  of  inward  purity  as  well  as  outward  washing  §. 
The  whole  sea  of  the  Christian  life^must  be  as  lucid 
as  its  surfieice  || ;  and  the  baptismal  water  is  conso* 
lidated,  by  the  operation  of  God's  Grace  on  man's 
Free- Will,  into  a  precious  stone,  strong  and  clear  as 
crystal.  The  heavenly  font  is  set  before  the  Divine 
Throne.  The  new  birth  of  the  Christian  is  effected  by 
water  and  the  Holy  Ghost.   And  therefore  the  seven- 

♦  Luke  i.  78.  f  Mai.  iv.  2, 

X  Psalm  Ixxxv.  10,  11.  §  1  Pet.  iii.  21. 

II  Bede  ad  loc.  Propter  fidem  veri  baptismi  refertur  ad  vitrum 

in  quo  non  aliud  videtur  exierius  quam  quod  gestat  interius. 

Crystallo  quoque,  quod  de  aqud  in  glaciem  et  lapidem  pretiosum 

efficitur,  baptismi  gratia  figuratur. 
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fold  gifts*  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  specially  imparted  in  the 
Apostolic  Rite  of  Confirmation,  are  before  the  throne, 
to  prepare  the  soul  for  the  presence  of  God.  The 
Seven  lamps  bum  before  the  throne.  The  Christian 
soul  is  also  instructed  in  God's  Law,  encouraged  by 
His  Promises,  and  warned  by  His  Judgments.  These 
are  signified  by  the  voices^  the  lightnings^  and  thunders^ 
which  issue  from  the  throne  of  God:  for  thunder 
is  God's  voice ;  the  Law  was  given  with  thunder  and 
lightning  from  Sinai  f ;  and  Our  Lord  named  St  John 
a  Son  of  Thunder :{:,  when  he  called  Him  to  his  Apo- 
stolic office  of  preaching  the  great  truths  of  the 
Gospel  $• 

What,  now,  is  to  be  said  of  the  Four  Living  Crea- 
tures, with  figures  like  the  Cherubim,  winged,  and 
full  of  eyes,  upon  which  God  Himself  is  enthroned  ? 

In  them  the  Ancient  Church  beheld  a  figure  of  the 
Four  Gospels.  They  had  been  represented  under 
this  image  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  ||,  in  his  vision  at 
the  river  of  Chebar ;  and  now  they  are  viewed  again 
by  St.  John  in  Patmos.  This  interpretation,  which 
recognizes  the  four  Gospels  in  the  four  living  crea- 
tures of  heaven,  dates  from  the  age  and  school  of 
St.  John  himself.  It  is  found  in  the  writings  of  St. 
IrensBus  **,  the  scholar  of  Polycarp,  the  disciple  of 

*  Isaiah  xi.  2.  f  Exod.  xix.  16.  %  Mark  iii.  17. 

§  See  Theophyl.  in  Marc.  iii.  !?•     vcovc  fipoyr^Q  6yofAd(ii  vc 
fjLeyaXoKifpvKaQ  Kai  OioXoyiKkfrdrovQ, 
II  Chapters  i.  and  x. 
••  Irenaeus,  iii.  11.     See  also  S.  Victorinus,  B,  P.  M.  iii.  416. 
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St.  John,  and  is  sanctioned  by  the  almost  unanimous 
authority  of  the  greatest  teachers  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Churches. 

Many  here  present  will  remember,  with  pleasur- 
able emotions,  how  it  has  found  its  way  into  the 
region  of  Christian  Art^  and  has  hallowed  the  pencil 
of  the  Painter,  and  the  chisel  of  the  Sculptor,  and 
has  served  to  elevate  the  thoughts  of  thousands  from 
the  strifes  and  stains  of  earth  to  the  peace  and  purity 
of  heaven.  And  it  will  have  there  presented  to  your 
minds  a  most  striking  testimony,  (made  more  remark- 
able by  the  corruptions  of  an  adulterated  Christianity, 
with  which  it  is  too  often  surrounded,)  that  the  winged 
and  myriad-eyed  Word  of  God,  as  preached  in  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  is  the  basis  of  the  Heavenly  Throne ; 
and  that^  as  God  formerly  manifested  His  Glorious 
Presence  in  the  Schechinah  on  the  Mercy-seat  of 
the  Ark,  shaded  by  the  golden  Wings  of  the  four 
Angelic  Cherubim,  in  the  Holy  of  Holies,  in  the  An- 
cient Temple,  which  was  the  figure  of  heaven  itself, 
so  in  the  Christian  Church  He  is  now  pleased  to 
dwell  on  the  four  living  Cherubim  of  Evangelical 
Truth. 

Quatuor  animalia  IV  sunt  Evangelia. — S.  Jerome,  in  two  beau- 
tifu]  passages  in  Appendix  A.  to  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  No. 
XIX.  h  and  t.  Andreas,  Lc.  p.  597.  Berengaudus  ad  Apoc. 
iv.  7 — 10.  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Quatuor  animalia  scilicet  Evange- 
listcB. — And  Haymo  says,  Nulli  dubium,  qiiin  hsec  animalia  Do- 
minum  J.  C.  significent,  et  omnes  sanctos,  praecipue  quatuor 
Evangelia, — See  other  authorities  in  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon/' 
p.  151. 
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Next>  what  shall  we  say  of  the  Four  and  Twevdy 
Elders^  Seated  on  either  side  of  the  throne  of  God  ? 

As  the  Four  Living  Creatures  represent  the  Four 
Gospels,  80  ^6  CLre  led  by  analogy  to  anticipate  that 
the  Four  and  Twenty  Elders  represent  the  older  Dis* 
pensation.  And  it  is  a  remarkable  £Eu;t^  of  which  we 
are  reminded  by  Christian  Antiquity,  that  the  OH 
Testament  Scriptures,  according  to  one  of  the  most 
commonly  received  modes  of  Jewish  reckoning,  (by 
which  the  Twelve  Minor  Prophets  are  reckoned  as 
one  book,  and  the  two  books  of  Samuel,  Kings, 
and  Chronicles  as  one  each,  and  some  other  similar 
arrangements  are  made,)  consist^  on  the  whole,  of 
Four  and  Twenty  Books* 

In  the  Twelve  wells  of  Water  and  Seventy  Palm- 
trees,  at  Elim,  where  the  Ancient  Church  encamped 
in  the  wilderness  f ,  the  Christian  Church  %  saw  after- 
wards a  type  of  herself,  protected  by  the  shade  and 
refreshed  by  the  waters  of  the  doctrine  preached  by 
the  Twelve  Apostles  and  Seventy  Disciples  of  Christ. 
And,  as  the  Apostles  of  Christ  are  called  in  Scrip- 

♦  See  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Appendix,  p.  57. 

f  Exod.  XV.  27. 

:|:  S.  Hieron.  Epist.  ad  Fabiol.  torn.  ii.  p.  590.  De  XLII 
Mansionibus.  Nee  dubium  quin  de  XII  Apostolis  sermo  sit,  de 
quorum  fontibus  derivatse  aquae  totius  mundi  siccitatem  rigant. 
Juxta  has  aquas  LXX  creverunt  Palmae,  quas  et  ipsos  secundi 
ordinis  intelligimus  Praeceptores. — Venema  de  Methodo  Proph. 
104.  Deus  concessit  XII  Pontes  et  LXX  Palmas,  i.e.  Scripta 
Apostolarum  et  Evangelistarumy  e  quibus  veram  doctrinam  ad 
solatium  abunde  petere  possunt  Christiani. 
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ture  "  The  Twelve  * ;"  as,  again,  the  Greek  Version 
of  the  Old  Testament  is  called  the  Septuagint;  or 
"  The  Seventy,**  from  the  Seventy-two  Elders  or  In- 
terpreters, so  the  body  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
is  often  entitled  by  the  Israelites,  **  T/ie  Twenty-four'' 
Indeed  this  title,  Esreem-Arba^  or  the  twenty-four^  is 
commonly  prefixed  to  Hebrew  Bibles,  to  indicate 
their  contents;  and  so,  to  the  ear  of  an  Israelite  the 
name  "  The  Twenty-tour''  would  suggest  the  Old  Tes- 
tament Scriptures;  just  as  to  the  Christian  ^The 
Twelve"  represent  the  Apostles  of  Christ.  And  these 
Books  of  the  Old  Testament  are  called,  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, the  Twenty-four  Elders,  because  they  signify 
the  Elder  Disp^isation,  as  contrasted  with  the  New 
Testament. 

This  interpretation,  which  identifies  the  Twenty-^ 
four  Elders  with  the  Old  Testament,  was  current  in 
the  Christian  Church  f  for  more  than  a  thousand 

*  01  ^€Ka.  Matth.  xzvi.  20.  Mark  xiy.  20.  Luke  xxii.  47. 
John  vi.  71.     1  Cor.  xv.  6. 

f  VictoriQus,  B.  P.  M.  iii.  417*  Viginti  quatuor  &ciunt  tot 
numeros  quot  et  Seniores.  Sunt  autem  libri  Veteris  Testamenti 
qui  accipiuntur  Viginti  Quatuor,  quos  in  Epitomis  Theodori  in- 
venies. — See  also  Victorinus,  SchoL  in  Apoc.  p.  55.  ed.  Gal- 
landii.  A  most  important  Tesdmony  against  the  Trent  Canon. 
Victorinus  is  of  the  Third  Century.  So  Primasius,  B.  P.  M.  x. 
p.  296.  Veteris  Testamenti  Libros  canonic^  auctoritate  sus- 
cipimus  tanquam  XXIV  Seniores  tribunalia  praesidentes. — So 
Ambrosius  Ansbertus,  B.  P.  M.  xiii.  p.  464.  Quia  prions 
Testamenti  ^XXIV  libris  utitur,  quos  auctoritate  canonica  sus- 
cepit,  in  quibus  etiam  Novum  Testamentum  revelatum  accipitur, 
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years.  But  when,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  at  the 
Council  of  Trent,  the  Church  of  Rome  disturbed 
the  order,  and  marred  the  number,  of  the  Canonical 
Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  by  adding  to  them  the 
Apocrypha,  as  of  equal  authority*;  although,  to  cite 
the  memorable  words  of  St.  Jerome  f  ,  the  Apocrypha 
**  do  not  appertain  to  the  Twefniy^fofwr  Elders^  whom 
St.  John  represents  as  adoring  the  Lamh^  and  casting 
their  crowns  before  His  throne  f  then  this  interpret- 
ation was  suppressed. 

But  it  is  our  duty  to  revive  it  And,  now,  behold 
what  a  noble  picture  is  here  presented  to  us  of  the 
divine  dignity  and  awfiil  majesty  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures !  They  are  the  Throne  of  God.  They  are  the 
Zodiac  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  With  what 
reverent  love,  therefore,  ought  we  to  regard  them ! 
How  diligent  ought  we  to  be  in  hearing  and  reading 

idcirco  in  XXIV  Senioribus  Ecclesia  figuratur. — So  Beren« 
gaudus  ad  loc  and  ad  iv.  8.  Per  sedilia  XXIV  Libii  Veteris 
Testament!  designantur. — Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  iv. 
Singula  eorum  luAebant  alas  setuui]  ....  aliter.  Alae  sense  qua- 
tuor  aniraalium,  quae  sunt  viginOquatuor^  totidem  veteris  insiru- 
menti  libros  insinuani,  quibus  evangelistarum  et  fulcitur  auctori- 
tas,  et  Veritas  comprobatur. — And  Haymo  and  Aquinas.  Viginti 
quatuor  sedilia  dicuntur  libri  Veteris  Testamenti,  qui  sunt  Vi- 
ginti Quatuor. — See  also  S.  Hieron.  in  **  Lectures  on  the  Canon," 
App.  A.  xix.  (a),  and  App.  C. ;  and  compare  the  Rabbinical 
authorities  in  Hottinger,  Thesaurus  Theol.  p.  101.  Carpzov. 
Crit.  Sacr.  V.  T.  p.  1 34,  and  Todd's  Lectures  on  the  Apocalypse, 
p.  274,  note. 

*  See  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Appendix  B. 

f  **  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"Appendix  A.  xix.  (a),  (e)« 
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them !  How  zealous  and  resolute  in  obeying  them ! 
Behold,  again,  what  a  glorious  picture  is  here  dis- 
played to  us  of  the  aim  and  end  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
The  glory  of  God.  The  eternal  honour  of  the  Most 
High.  The  Gospels  are  endued  with  light,  life,  and 
voice;  and  all  are  exercised  in  the  praise  of  God. 
They  rest  not  day  or  nighty  saying^  Hdy^  Holy^  Holy, 
Lord  God  Almighty^  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come. 

This  Evangelic  Trisagion  evokes  the  Choral  Anti- 
phon  of  the  Old  Testament.  That  is,  in  the  heavenly 
Vision,  the  New  Testament  gives  voice  to  the  Old. 
When  the  Four  living  creatures  give  glory  to  Him  that 
sits  on  the  Throne,  then  the  Four  and  Twenty  Elders  faU 
down  before  Him,  Who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  atid 
cast  their  crowns  before  the  throne,  saying.  Thou  art 
worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive  glory  and  honour  and 
power :  for  Thou  hast  created  aU  things,  and  for  Thy 
pleasure  they  are  and  were  created. 

Thus  the  ancient  Church  saw  in  the  Apocalypse  a 
vivid  representation  of  the  true  ofBce  of  the  Scrip- 
tures of  Both  Testaments :  she  heard  their  voices  in 
heaven,  joining  in  everlasting  Hallelujahs  to  the 
Majesty  of  the  Most  High,  seated  on  His  heavenly 
Throne,  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Universe. 

It  will  not  be  imagined,  my  brethren,  that  we  intend 
to  propound  this  interpretation  as  absolutely  ungues- 
tionaMe*.     No;  it  is  propounded  only  bb  probable ; 

*  It  has  been  objected  to  this  interpretation,  that  it  supposes 
an  inanimate  object  to  be  symbolized  by  an  animated  one.  But, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Scriptures  are  Xdyta  itavra,  lively 
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and  probability  is  perhaps  the  limit  to  which,  with 
OUT  feeble  faculties,  we  can  arrive,  in  this  world,  in 
the  interpretation  of  such  mysterious  symbols  as 
these.  But  then,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  there 
is  a  certain  good^  even  in  probabilities.  And  since 
this  interpretation  rests  on  a  considerable  amount  of 
primitive  testimony  of  the  divinely-appointed  Inter- 
preter of  Scripture,  the  Christian  Church,  and  there- 
fore cannot  give  occasion  and  encouragement  to  pri- 
vate and  neoterical  fimcies;  since  also  it  is  in  harmony 
with  the  main  tenour  of  Christian  teaching ;  and  since 
it  serves  to  confirm  our  fidth,  to  excite  our  love, 
and  to  animate  our  devotions ;  and  since  it  tends  to 
augment  our  reverence  for  God's  Holy  Word,  and 
makes  us  more  careful  to  study  and  obey  it ; — ^then, 
we  may  venture  to  affirm,  the  uses  of  such  a  probable 
interpretation  are  not  probable,  but  certain ;  and  it 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Who  does  nothing  in  vain,  and  has  written  the  Holy 
Scripture  for  our  learning  *,  had  these  uses  in  view 
when  He  revealed  these  Visions,  and  pronounced  the 
words.  Blessed  is  he  who  readeth,  and  they  that  hear 
the  words  of  this  prophecy  f- 

oracles  (Acts  vii.  38) ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that,  in  the  next 
Vision,  the  Reed  (representing  the  Canon  of  Scripture)  is  endued 
with  life ;  for  the  true  reading  in  Rev.  xi.  1.  is  ihdOti  fioi  KoKapoQ 
Xcywv,  i.  e.  the  Reed  speaks^  for  it  is  inspired.  Besides — ^these 
emblems  of  the  Scriptures  are  to  be  extended,  in  a  secondary 
sense,  so  as  to  comprehend  all  persona^  who  build  their  faith  on 
the  written  Word. 

•  Rom.  XV.  4.  t  R«v»  i*  3. 
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A  very  important  obeervation  arises  here.  This 
interpretation  accords  very  felicitously  with  the 
known  character  and  office  of  the  Author  of  the 
Apocalypse,  St.  John.  He  was  specially  employed 
by  our  Blessed  Lord  to  close  the  Canon  of  Scrip- 
ture; and  it  is  in  entire  harmony  with  the  scope 
and  position  of  the  Apocalypse,  the  crown  and 
colophon  of  Holy  Writ. 

It  was  very  important  that  the  Church  should 
receive  an  assurance  concerning  the  number  of  the 
Books  of  Scripture.  St.  John  was  the  fittest  person 
to  give  that ;  and  no  place  so  fit  for  it  as  the  Apo- 
calypse. Malachi  closes  the  Old  Testament  with  a 
retrospective  reference  to  the  Lata  of  Moses  and  the 
Statutes  and  Judgments  *.  St.  John  authenticates  the 
contents,  and  displays  the  divine  authority,  of  Both 
Testaments. 

In  further  illustration  of  what  has  been  said,  let 
me  now  invite  your  attention  to  another  passage 
in  this  Book. 

The  eleventh  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse  contains 
a  revelation  of  the  condition  of  the  Church  Militant 
on  earth.  St.  John  is  there  ordered  to  measure  the 
sacred  precincts  with  a  Reedf  like  a  Rod. 

This  direction,  it  may  be  observed,  is  specially 
appropriate  to  the  Evangelist,  St.  John,  who  sur- 
vived all  the  Apostles,  completed  the  building  of 
the  Church,  and  being  the  beloved  Disciple  of  the 

•  Mai.  iv,  4.  f  KdAa/Ltoc 
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Incarnate  Word,  Who  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of 
all  God's  Revelations,  closed  the  Canon  of  the  Holy 
Scripture.  And,  it  will  be  remembered  that  the 
word  Canon  is  derived  from  the  Hebrew  Koneh  *^ 
the  term  which  is  used  by  Ezekiel  in  his  fortieth 
and  forty-second  chapter,  and  which  is  the  same  as 
the  Greek  and  Latin  word  icawa,  or  reed^  and  the 
English  cane ;  and  that  it  signifies  a  measuring  reedy 
and  is  therefore  well  applied  to  the  Divine  Reed  of 
Faith,  that  is,  to  the  Holy  Scriptures  f  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament. 

This  Reed  is  said  to  be  like  unto  a  Rod.    What 

*  Credner,  Geschichte  des  Kanons,  Halle,  1847,  p.  6.  Das 
griechische  Wort  icav^v,  verwandt  mit  jtaVva,  Rohr^  entspreche 
dera   alt-hebraischen  H^p  welches  von   der   Grund  bedeutung 

Rohr,  Halm  (icdXafioc),  die  weiteren  Bedeutungen  gerader  Stah, 
MesS'Stabf  gerader  Schaft,  u.  s.  w.  ableitet.  .  •  •  Vergl.  Apo- 
kalypse,  xi.  1.  raXa/xoc  o/xoloc  fidfiSf  und  dazu  Victorinus 
Fetavionensis  (Gallan.  Bibl.  Pad*,  iv.  p.  59).  "  Hsec  est  arundo 
et  menaura  JFideu**  Origen  de  Frincip.  1,  praef.  **  Certa  linea 
perfectaque  R^ula  (jcavwv)," — S.  Amphilochius  (Append. 
No.  xvii.)  ends  his  verses  enumerating  the  books  of  Scripture^ 
ovroc  Aif/cv^itrraroc  Kavorv  hv  eiti  tQv  Qtotcvtvartav  ypa^wv. 
Bp.  Cosin,  on  the  Canon,  i.  says,  "  The  Books  of  Scripture  are 
therefore  called  Canonical^  because  they  have  in  all  times  been 
acknowledged  by  God's  Church  to  be  the  Infallible  Rule  of  our 
Faith."     See  Galat.  vi.  16. 

f  Aquinas  in  Apoc.  xxi.  Per  arundinem  auream  intelligitur 
Sacra  Scriptura, — Cf.  Vitringa,  Anacrisis,  p.  453.  Calamus 
mensorius,  quo  dimensio  peragenda  est,  baud  dubi^  est  Verbum 
Dei,  Lex  et  Testimoniumy  Lex  regni  ChrisH,  unicus  Canon  et 
norma  veri. 
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Rod  ?  it  may  be  asked.  The  Rod,  we  reply,  men- 
tioned in  other  places  of  the  Apocalypse.  The 
Rod  of  iron  with  which  Christ — and,  by  His  power, 
all  faithful  Christians* — are  there  represented  as 
breaking  in  pieces  the  potter^s  vessels  of  earthly 
error — the  straight  rod  f  of  Holy  Sceipture,  which 
is  strong  and  unbending  as  iron^  and  cannot  be 
broken  X.  Lest  therefore,  from  the  mention  of  a 
Heed^  any  one  should  imagine  that  what  St.  John 
had  in  his  hand  was  brittle,  or  shaken  by  the  wind  § 
like  a  Reed,  it  is  said  to  be  like  a  Mod ;  and  this 
Rod  is  a  Rod  of  iron. 

There  is  a  reference  to  the  peculiar  character 
of  this  Rod  of  iron  in  the  Apocalyptic  words, — He 
ijoill  rtde  the  Nations  with  a  Rod  of  iron  ||.  The  word 
for  he  win  rtde  is  iroi/uavci^  that  is,  He  will  guide  as  a 
Shepherd  does  his  flock;  and  so  this  rod  becomes  a 
pastoral  crook.  Hence  we  see  the  true  character  of 
Holy  Scripture.  It  is  a  reed  for  measuring,  a  rod 
of  iron  for  strength  and  correction,  and  a  shepherd's 
staff  for  guidance  and  support. 

This  measuring  Reed  St.  John  takes  in  his  hand, 
and  metes  out  the  Sanctuary ;  showing  thereby  that 
the  limits  of  the  Faith  of  the  Church  are  traced  by 

*  Rev.  ii.  27.  xii.  5.  xix.  15.    cf.  Hebr.  i.  8,   (Sa/S^c  ev6v- 

f  Berengaud.  ad  Rev.  ii.  24.  Virga  ferrea  Evangelium  figurat, 
qua  omnis  error  destnictus  est     See  also  ad  xxi.  6. 
%  John  X.  35.  §  Matth.  xi.  7. 

II  Rev.  xix.  15.     See  also  Ps.  ii.  9.    Micah  vii.  14,  in  LXX« 
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tbe  Reed  of  Scripture  * ;  and  that  whatever  is  not 
read  in  Scripture,  nor  can  be  proved  thereby,  is  not 
to  be  imposed  on  any  one  as  an  Article  of  Faith  f . 

Next,  St.  John  is  informed  that  the  outer  part  of 
it  and  the  Holy  City  will  be  trodden  by  the  Gentiles 
for  a  certain  time.  Then  Almighty  God,  having 
spoken  of  the  measuring  Reed,  and  of  the  admea- 
surement of  the  Church,  immediately  proceeds  to 
say, — I  will  give  power  to  my  Two  Witnesses^  and 
ihejf  shall  prophesy  a  thomand  two  hundred  and  three^ 
score  days,  dothed  in  sackcloth.  These  two  Witnesses, 
He  proceeds  to  say,  are  the  two  olive  trees ;  and  the 
two  candlesticks  (or  candelabra),  standing  before  the 
God  of  the  earth  %. 

It  vrill  now  be  asked,  What  are  these  Two  Wit- 
nesses ?  And  why  are  they  here  represented  as  Olive 
Trees  emptying  oil  into  the  golden  Candlesticks ;  and 
what  connexion  can  they  have  with  the  measuring 
Reed,  and  with  the  mensuration  of  the  Church?  How 
is  this  apparently  sudden  transition  to  be  accounted 
for? 

In  reply  to  this  inquiry,  we  are  reminded  by  the 
ancient  Interpreters  that  the  word  here  rendered 

*  Victorinus  says  well  on  this  subject  (B.  P.  M.  iii.) :  Potes- 
tatem  dicit  quam  Joannes  dimissus  (a  carcere)  exhibuit  Ecclesiis. 
Nam  Evangelium  postea  scripsit ;  cum  essent  Valentinus  et  Ebion 
et  caeteri  scholsp  Satanae  diffusi  per  orbem,  convenerunt  ad 
Joannem  de  finitimis  provinciis  omnes,  et  compulerunt  ut  ipse 
testimonium  scriberet.     Hsec  est  arundo  et  mensura  fidei. 

f  Thirty-nine  Articles,  Art  VI.  %  Rev.  xi.  1—4. 
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candlestick*  is  the  same  as  that  employed  in  the 
Greek  Version  of  the  twenty-fifth  chapter  of  Exodus» 
where  God  gives  to  Moses  directions  for  the  making 
of  the  Golden  Candlestick,  according  to  the  pattern 
shown  to  him  in  the  Mount,  with  seven  branches 
and  seven  lights,  or  lamps,  to  be  fed  with  oil  f ,  and 
to  stand  in  the  Holy  Place,  which  was  the  figure  of 
the  Church  on  Earth,  and  to  illuminate  it  with  its 
rajHS. 

The  same  word  is  used  also  by  the  Prophet 
Zechariab,  in  the  fourth  chapter,  in  his  Vision  of 
the  seven-branched  golden  Candlestick,  fed  by  seven 
pipes,  with  oil  flowing  down  from  two  Olive  Trees  X ; 
the  one  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Candlestick,  and  the 
other  on  the  left  §. 

Thus  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  prepared  imagery 
for  the  Apocalypse. 

From  the  Apocalypse  itself  we  learn  that  the 
Candlestick,  as  dispensing  light,  represents  the 
Church,  which  diffiises  the  beams  of  Divine  Truth  ||. 

f  Exod.  XXV.  31 — 37.  xxxvii.  17.    See  Hebr.  ix.  2. 

l|i  Zech.  iv.  3.  ^vo  eXaiai  ivdvia  avr^c. 

§  Zech.  iv.  1—4. 

II  Hence  St.  Irenseus  borrows  his  own  language  concerning  the 
Church  Universal,  v.  c.  20 :  Ubique  Ecdesia  prsedicat  veri- 
tatem ;  et  hsec  est  erra/iv^oc  Lucema,  Christi  bajulans  lumen. 
See  also  S.  Gregor.  Mag.  lib.  i.  Horn.  vi.  in  Ezekiel.  That 
l7ra/iv{oc,  and  not  enra/ivfcoc,  is  the  true  reading  in  Irenaeus,  is 
clear  firom  other  considerations,  and  from  Zech.  iv.  12,  rHv 
pvlforiigiav  t&v  xpvai^v,  said  of  the  seven-branched  Xv^^^^* 
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The  seven  Candlesticks  (says  St.  John)  are  the  seven 
Churches  *.  And,  in  the  same  passage,  our  Blessed 
Lord,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  is  displayed  to 
us,  arrayed  in  a  long  vesture,  that  is,  in  His  sacer- 
dotal attire,  walking  in  the  midst  of  the  Golden  Can- 
dlesticks f;  that  is,  observing  the  state  of  the 
Churches,  whether  they  bum  brightly  with  the  pure 
and  luminous  flame  of  true  doctrine,  or  are  dimmed 
with  errors  and  corruptions.  A  Candlestick,  there- 
fore, represents  a  Church  in  the  discharge  of  its 
office  of  shedding  forth  divine  light.  And  how  and 
whence  is  this  light  received  ?  Let  St.  John  inform  us. 

/  ioiU  give  power  to  my  Two  Witnesses^  says  Al- 
mighty God,  and  they  shaU  prophesy  (or  preach). 
These  are  the  Olive  Trees^  and  the  two  Candlesticks 
standing  before  the  God  of  the  Earth :  an  expression 
which  again  connects  this  Vision  with  that  of 
Zechariah,  where  we  read, —  What  be  these  two  olive 
branches  which  through  the  two  golden  pipes  empty 
the  golden  oU  out  of  themselves  f  Then  said  the 
Angelf  These  are  the  two  anointed  ones  that  stand 
before  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth  J. 

And  St.  John  says, — The  testimony  of  Jesus  is 
the  spirit  of  prophecy  § ;  intimating  thereby  that  the 
word  prophecy  is  used  in  the  sense  of  Evangelical 
Preaching. 

What,  now,  are  the  two  Witnesses,  and  two  Olive 
Trees? 

•  Rev.  i,  20.  f  Rev.  i.  13.  ii.  1. 

X  Zech.  iv.  14.  5  R©^*  ^tix.  10. 
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Some  Interpreters,  you  are  aware,  suppose  them 
to  be  two  Persons.  Enoch  and  Elias  are  specified 
hj  some.     Others  adduce  more  recent  names. 

But  the  Prophecy  aims  higher,  and  reaches  further 
than  the  person  and  existence  of  any  child  of  man  *. 
It  is  in  dignity,  divine ;  and  universal  in  duration  and 
extent. 

The  ancient  Church,  expounding  the  Apocalypse, 
remembered  the  words  of  God  to  Moses  concerning 
the  seven-branched  Golden  Candlestick  of  the  Taber- 
nacle ;  she  recollected  the  Vision  of  Zechariah ;  she 
had  before  her  eyes  that  prophet's  seven-branched 
Candlestick,  fed  with  oil  by  pipes  from  the  two  Olive 
Trees ;  she  recollected,  also,  that  St.  John  himself  has 
given  a  key  to  the  meaning  of  the  symbolical  Candle- 
sticks ;  and  she  knew  foil  well  that,  in  the  words  of 
Isaiah,  she  herself,  being  the  Church  of  God,  mtist 
look  for  light  to  the  Law  and  to  the  Testimony ;  and 
that,  if  she  speak  not  accordinff  to  this  wordy  it  is 
because  there  is  no  light  in  herf;  she  knew,  also,  in 
the  language  of  St.  Paul,  that  she  hath  received  this 
ministry  not  to  preach  herself^  but  Christ  Jestis  the 
Lordy  and  that  God^  Who  commanded  the  light  to 
shine  out  of  darkness^  has  shined  into  her  hearU  to 
give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jems  Christy  so  that  the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  of  Christy  Who  is  the  Image  of  Gody  should 
shine  throughout  the  World  %. 

*  See  seventh  page  from  end  of  Lect.  VII.  and  Lect.  VIII. 
t  Isaiah  viii.  20.  %  2  Cor,  iv.  1—6. 
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The  Church,  we  say,  considering  these  things,  as 
she  looked  on  the  two  golden  Candlesticks  fed  by  the 
two  Olive  Trees,  saw  herself  illumined  by  the  two 
Testaments  *•  The  Scriptures  of  the  Two  Testa- 
ments are  her  Olive  Trees,  planted  in  the  House  of 
the  Lordf,  ever  flourishing  with  fresh  leaves  for  the 
healing  of  tiie  nations  |,  ever  bearing  the  emblems  of 
peace,  ever  pouring  forth  the  oil  of  gladness,  and 
ministering  the  food  of  light.  And  in  the  form  and 
office  of  the  two  Candlesticks  she  saw  her  own 
character  and  ministry,  under  the  two  dispensations, 
the  Jewish  and  the  Christian,  as  the  divinely  consti- 
tuted Guardian,  Keeper,  and  Interpreter  of  the  Word 
of  God. 

Like  them,  the  Church  is  to  be  of  pure  gold ;  like 
them,  she  is  to  be  firmly  set  on  a  solid  basis  in  the 
presence  of  God ;  like  them,  she  is  to  be  visible  to 
all ;  like  them,  to  extend  her  branches  &r  and  wide, 
and  to  diffuse  her  light,  and  irradiate  the  world.  Her 
thoughts  must  all  be  upward.  Her  light  must  aspire 
to  heaven.  Her  feet  are  on  the  rock ;  her  heart  is 
among  the  stars. 

Let  us  also  observe  that,  like  the  seven-branched 
Golden  Candlestick,  the  Church  has  no  light  in  her- 
self    She  can  do  nothing  without  the  Olive  Trees.    If 

*  Similarly  Vitringa  Ani^cr.  p.  468.  (Meae  figurant  Spiritum 
Sanctum  (ut  liquet  ex  v.  6)  dona'et  gratiam  suam  communicantera 
per  medium  Verhi  Dei  divisi  in  Libros  Feieris  ei  Novi  Testa^ 
menti, 

f  Psalm  lii.  9.  J  Rev.  xxii.  2. 
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the  golden  tubes,  which  connect  her  bowls  with  their 
branches,  are  choked,  then  she  will  bum  dimly;  if 
they  are  broken,  she  is  eclipsed,  and  the  Tabernacle 
of  the  World  is  in  darkness. 

We  now  perceive  that  the  transition  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, from  the  measuring  Meed  to  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses and  Two  Olive  Trees^  is  far  from  being  abrupt, 
and  is  very  natural  and  easy. 

The  Two  Testaments  contain  all  things  necessary 
for  salvation;  they  constitute  the  Rule  or  Canon 
of  Scripture;  they  are  the  measuring  Reed  of  the 
Church  *.  That  measuring  Reed  is  put  by  the  Angel 
of  the  Covenant,  Christ  Himself,  into  the  hand  of 
St.  John;  for  St. John,  the  last-surviving  Apostle, 
was  specially  appointed  by  Christ  to  authenticate 
and  consummate  the  Canon  of  Holy  Scripture,  and 
thus  to  fix  the  faith  of  the  Church.  The  reed  mea- 
sures the  Sanctuart/y  and  so  exhibits  to  us  the  suji- 
ciency  of  Holy  Scripture.  And  in  the  connexion  of  the 
Olive  Trees  and  the  Golden  Candlesticks  we  behold 
a  true  picture  of  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  Holy 
Scripture,  and  of  Holy  Scripture  to  the  Church. 

This,  as  you  well  know,  is,  and  long  has  been,  a 
much-contraverted  matter;  and  perhaps  no  better, 
no  more  vivid,  representation  can  be  given  of  it,  than 
in  the  Candlesticks  fed  by  the  Olive  JTrees  f . 

*  The  connexion  of  the  Seven  Thunders  with  all  these  Scrip- 
tural Symbols  will  be  considered  in  a  subsequent  Lecture,  Lect. 
VIII. 

f  Priinasius,  x.  p.  314.     Ecclesia  duonim   Testamentorum 
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The  Church  of  Rome,  you  are  aware,  would  per- 
suade us  that  we  owe  the  Scriptures  to  her,  and  that 
if  we  would  believe  in  their  Inspiration,  we  must 
acknowledge  her  authority.  She  even  affirms  that 
Scripture  derives  its  validity  from  her  sanction.  It 
is  Scripture,  she  says,  because  she  has  canonized  it. 
So  that,  according  to  her  theory,  the  Word  of  God 
owes  its  existence,  as  such,  to  the  Church  of  Rome  *• 

What  is  this,  but  to  invert  the  whole  order  of 
things?  It  is  not  to  imbibe  light  from  the  divine 
source,  but  it  is  to  attempt  to  light  up  the  living  Olive 
Trees  from  the  dead  Candlestick. 

Again:  the  Church  of  Rome  will  not  allow  the 
divine  oil  of  Scripture  to  flow  freshly,  freely,  and 
fully ;  but  she  clogs  up  the  pipes,  and  thickens  the 
liquid  stream  of  pure  doctrine  with  the  admixture 
of  corrupt  traditions.  What  is  this,  but  to  mar  the 
Candlestick,  to  make  the  wick  fungous,  and  the 
light  dim,  and  the  air  fetid  and  gloomy,  and  the 
nations  blind ;  and  to  incur  the  Wrath  of  Him  Who 


lumine  radiata  formatur.  And  Bede,  p.  385.  — Anonym,  ap.  S.  Aug. 
0pp.  iii.  p.  3130.  Duo  Candelabra  Ecclesia  est;  pro  Numero 
Testamentorum  dixit  duo :  ita  et  ex  Septem  Candelabris  una 
Ecclesia  est.  Nam  Zacharias  (Zech.  iv.  2,  3.)  unum  Candela- 
brum vidit  Septiforme ;  et  has  duas  olivas,  id  est,  Testamenta, 
infundere  oleum  Candelabro,  id  est,  Ecclesiae. — See  also  Bishop 
Andre wes,  (c.  Bellarmin.  cap.  11.)  who  concurs  in  the  opinion 
that  the  two  Witnesses  signify  the  two  Testaments. 

•  See   the   quotations   in   "Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  p.  14, 
note. 
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wdketh  in  the  midst  of  the  Golden  Candlesticks  *  and 
to  tempt  Him  to  remove  her  from  her  place  ? 

My  beloved  brethren,  let  us  pray  for  her,  and  let 
us  watch  for  ourselves.  Almighty  God,  let  us  be 
assured,  does  enlighten  His  Church  by  the  oil  poured 
from  the  Olive  Trees  of  the  Two  Testaments.  He  is 
the  only  source  of  light:  He  is  the  Father  of  Lights  \. 
In  His  light  we  see  light.  Let  us  not  imagine,  then, 
that  we  can  illuminate  ourselves.  The  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  J. 

He  has  also  set  the  Golden  Candlestick  of  His 
Church  in  the  World,  to  be  the  recipient  of  His 
light,  to  keep  it  ever  burning,  and  to  convey  and 
diffuse  it  far  and  wide.  We  receive  Scripture  through 
the  Church;  and  what  has  not  passed  through  its 
sacred  Pipes,  even  from  the  beginning, — what  has 
not  come  to  us  by  the  golden  tubes  of  its  faithful 
testimony, — ^we  do  not  acknowledge  as  Scripture  §. 
But  the  Church  has  no  light  of  her  own.  If  God 
should  withdraw  the  supply,  or  if  she  obstructs  the 
channel,  her  light  wanes  and  dies.  But  He  is  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  pour  a  perennial  stream  of  the  oil 
of  spiritual  truth  and  grace  in  His  Written  Word ; 
and  the  Son  of  Man,  the  Great  High  Priest,  is  ever 

•  Rev.  i.  13.   ii.  1.  f  James  i,  17.    Psalm  xxxvi.  9. 

X  1  Cor.  ii.  11. 

§  Thirty-mne  Articles,  Art.  VI.  "  In  the  name  of  the  Ao/y 
Scripture  we  do  understand  those  Canonical  Books  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  of  whose  authority  was  never  any  doubt  in 
the  Church:' 
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walking  in  the  midst  of  His  Church,  warning  her 
to  keep  her  lights  burning;  and  we  are  sure  that 
the  light  so  given,  though  it  maj  be  dimmed,  will 
never  die. 

Lastly,  the  irreverent  and  contemptuous  treat- 
ment which  the  Word  of  God  will  receive,  and 
which,  alas !  it  is  receiving,  from  the  World,  is  pour- 
trayed  by  St.  John  in  this  divine  prophecy ;  and  the 
final  triumph  of  that  Word  is  revealed  also.  Let 
us,  therefore,  be  on  our  guard ;  let  us  be  made  wise 
thereby. 

The  Two  Witnesses  may  prophesy  in  sackcloth. 
The  Two  Testaments  *  may  be  assailed  by  Satan,  and 
impugned  by  men,  as  the  One  Testament  was  by 
the  type  of  Antichrist,  Antiochus  Epiphanes;  and  as 
Both  were  by  Diocletian.  Theit  warnings  may  be 
despised ;  their  commands  may  be  broken ;  they  may 
seem  as  dead ;  their  carcases  may  be  trodden  under 
foot  (as  the  Apocalypse  prophesies)  in  the  streets  of 
Sodom  and  of  Egypt,  the  figures  of  a  rebel  World. 
They  that  dwell  on  the  earth  may  perhaps  rejoice 
over  them,  because  the  two  witnesses  tormented 
them  f .     The  Kingdoms  of  the  World  may  imagine 

*  Anonym,  ap.  S.  Aug.  iii.  3129.  Dabo  Tesiibus  meis^  id  est, 
Duobus  Testamentis;  et  prophetabunt  diebus  mcclx.  numerum 
novissirase  persecutionis  et  futurse  pacis  et  totius  teniporis  a 
Domini  passione. 

f  Bede,  p.  387.  Propter  plagas  quibus  propter  Testamenta 
Dei  humanum  genus  urgetur,  etiam  visus  ipse  justorum  gravat 
injustos. 
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that  the  Word  of  God  slumbers ;  that  all  its  precepts 
are  obsolete ;  that  all  its  thunders  are  spent  Nations 
may  enact  laws,  and  frame  Constitutions,  which  treat 
that  Word  as  dead.  Men  may  busy  themselves  in 
endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  Two  Witnesses  are 
not  inspired ;  and  they  may  presumptuously  imagine 
that  they  have  reduced  them  to  silence,  by  scoflSng 
sneers  or  sceptical  sophistry.  Others  may  withhold 
the  Word  of  God,  and  prohibit  its  circulation,  and 
stifle  or  adulterate  its  testimony  by  human  traditions 
and  legendary  fables ;  but  the  Scriptures  cannot  be 
broken,  the  Two  Witnesses  are  immortal. 

They  may  appear  to  be  dead,  but  they  still  live 
and  breathe ;  they  will  rise  up  again ;  the  Spirit  of 
God  will  animate  them;  they  will  stand  again  on 
their  feet,  and  they  who  see  them  will  fear.  They 
will  be  raised  in  triumph  to  heaven,  like  Elias,  on  a 
chariot  of  fire.  A  U  flesh  is  grass :  the  grass  mthereth, 
the  flower  fadeth ;  but  the  Word  of  our  God  shall 
stand  for  ever  *•  Heaven  and  Earth  shaU  pass  away, 
but  Christ's  Word  shaU  not  pass  away  f- 

•  Isa.  xl.  6—8.    1  Pet.  i.  24.  +  Luke  xxi.  38. 
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Behold,  He  cameth  wilh  clouds ;  and  every  eye  shall  see  Him, 
and  they  also  which  pierced  Him. 

The  present  season*,  in  which  we  commemorate  the 
Death,  Burial,  and  Resurrection  of  our  Blessed  Lord 
and  Saviour,  breathes,  as  it  were,  a  solemn  spirit  into 
the  thoughts,  and  gives  a  holy  direction  to  the  pur- 
suits of  all  who  live  under  the  sacred  influence  which 
is  exercised  by  Almighty  God  Himself  upon  the  soul 
through  the  ordinances  of  the  Church.  And  no 
faithful  member  of  her  Communion  can,  it  may  be 
supposed,  be  ignorant  of  the  inestimable  benefits — 
moral,  intellectual,  and  spiritual — which  he  may 
receive  by  yielding  his  heart,  as  it  were,  like  a 
willing  instrument,  and  even,  if  we  may  so  speak, 
like  the  harp  and  lute  of  the  Divine  Psalmist,  to 
be  played  upon  by  a  spirit  from  Heaven,  and  to 

*  Preached  at  St.  Mary's  on  Easter  Sunday,  1848. 
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be  attuned  to  holy  melodies  in  the  regular  ministries 
of  religion. 

The  subject  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  lends 
itself  readily  and  cheerfully  to  this  spiritual  guidance ; 
and  we  proceed,  therefore,  without  further  prelude, 
to  invite  you  to  some  meditations  on  the  Apocalypse, 
which  are  in  accordance  with  this  solemn  anniver- 
sary. 

St.  John  introduces  his  Revelation  with  these 
solemn  words  *,  /  was  in  the  isle  that  is  called  Pat- 
mos,  for  the  word  of  Ood^  and  for  the  testimony  of 
JestAS  Christ  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord^s 
I>ay\. 

•  Rev.  i.  9,  10. 

f  Kvptarp  fifiip^ — die  Dominicd — the  Lord^s  Day,  as  KvpiaKoy 
ceivroy,  1  Cor.  xi.  20,  is  the  Lord's  Supper.  There  is  ample 
evidence  to  show,  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  (jiia  oafifiaruv) 
was  called  the  Lord's  Day  (Kvpiojc^)  in  the  second  century.  St. 
Ignatius  (ad  Magnes.  c.  ix.)  contrasts  the  Jewish  Sabbath  with  the 
Christian  Lord's  Day:  St.  Irenseus  appears  to  have  used  the 
word  in  a  fragment  ap.  Qusest.  ad  Orthod.  cxv.  (ap.  Justin.  Mar- 
tyr. Opera,  p.  490,  ed.  Bened.)  Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis,  in  the 
second  century,  wrote  a  book  "  on  the  Lord's  Day,"  vtpl  Kvpiajc^c* 
(Euseb.  iv.  26,)  which  shows  that  this  was  then  the  recognized  and 
general  name  of  the  day.  Hieron.  De  V.  III.  xxiv.  Cf.  Routh's 
Reliquiae,  i.  p.  107.  114.  129.  168.  176.  419.  The  word  is  used 
in  a  letter  of  Dionysius  of  Corinth,  (ap.  Euseb.  iv.  23,)  and  by 
Clem.  Alex.  (Strom,  v.  p.  712,  ed.  Potter.)  So  it  was  rightly  un- 
derstood by  Victorinus  and  the  Author  of  the  Synopsis  Sacrae 
ScriptursB,  ascribed  to  Athanasius,  torn.  iii.  p.  200.  The  article 
r^  is  omitted  in  some  MSS. 

I  conceive  that  the  words  of  Nicephorus  (vii.  47)  concerning 
Constantine,  f^y  *Efipaiot  rrpun-riv  tlxor  4/icpai',''£\X]|vec  ^*  4^<V  ^^^' 
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The  Weekly  Festival  on  which  the  Church  cele- 
brates the  Resurrection  of  her  Lord  was  that  day  on 
which  it  pleased  our  glorified  Redeemer  to  give  His 
Revelation  *  to  his  Servant  John^  and  to  announce 
to  him  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches  ^^ 
and  what  tilings  must  be  hereafter  X^  And  it  has  been 
thought  by  some  that  the  Lord's  Day,  on  which  these 
Visions  were  revealed,  was  not  only  the  weekly,  but 
the  yearly  Festival  of  the  Resurrection;  that  it  was 
that  festival  on  which  we  are  now  met  together, — 
Easter  Day  J. 

With  these  reflections,  let  us  proceed  to  observe, 
that  in  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist  St.  John,  to  whom 
we  ascribe  the  Apocalypse,  we  possess  the  best  ccan- 
panion,  and  the  most  faithful  guide  through  the 
scenes  of  the  eventful  history  which  now  occupies 


QtvTOy  KvpiuKiiv  KaTuyofMatTEf  do  not  mean  that  he  gave  the  name 
KvpiaKTi  to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  (which  is  untrue :  see  Dion. 
Alex.  ap.  Euseb.  iv.  23 ;  Routh,  Rel.  i.  368.)  but  that  he  pub- 
licly established  that  name.  They  who  otherwise  interpret  it, 
n^lect  die  force  of  the  preposition  rara.  It  is  well  known  diat 
this  day  is  now  called  Kvpcoic^  in  the  Levant ;  and  it  has  been  so 
called  there  from  the  days  of  St.  John.  It  may  be  observed, 
that  in  addition  to  the  general  fitness  of  holy  Visions  to  a 
holy  day,  there  is  a  special  aptitude  in  the  Visions  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse to  the  first  day  of  the  week.  For  aU  these  Visions — ^the 
Seals,  the  Trumpets,  the  Vials — are  grouped  in  sevens,  and  they 
naturally  begin  on  the  first  day  of  Seven ;  the  nnM¥DWoiy  ef  tho 
birthday  of  the  Church,  whose  History  they  unfold. 

•  Rev.  i.  1.  f  Rev.  ii.  11. 

X  Rev.  i.  19.  §  See  Hammond  in  loc. 
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our  thoughts.  He  was  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved ; 
he  leaned  on  the  bosom  of  our  Lord  at  supper*; 
he  was  with  Him  in  Gethsemane ;  he  followed  Him 
to  the  High  Priest's  Hall ;  and  he  alone  of  the  Apos- 
tles stood  at  the  Cross  of  Calvarj,  and  heard  the  last 
words  of  the  Son  of  God.  To  him  our  Lord  be- 
queathed his  sorrowing  mother,  and  that  disciple 
took  her  to  his  own  home-f;  and,  doubtless,  St  John 
heard  from  the  lips  of  the  blessed  Marj  a  recital  of 
those  things  which  she  had  kqi^t  and  pondered  in  her 
hearty.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Apostles  at  the 
tomb  of  his  risen  Lord :  he  was  with  Him  in  Gali- 
lee, after  the  Resurrection ;  and  on  the  Mount  of 
Olives  he  witnessed  Christ's  Ascension  upon  the 
clouds  of  Heaven :  This  is  the  disciple  who  testifieth 
of  these  things ;  and  we  know  that  his  testimony  is 
true§. 

In  the  words  of  the  Apocalypse  (chosen  for  our 
text)  we  find  a  reference  to  a  particular  circumstance 
in  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord, — Beholds  He  cometh 
with  clouds ;  and  every  eye  shaU  see  Him^  and  they 
also  which  pierced  Him.  Of  the  four  Evangelists, 
St.  John  is  the  only  one  who  records  this  circum- 
stance of  the  piercing  of  our  Lord's  side;  and  on 
him,  as  well  it  might,  it  made  a  deep  impression : 
When  the  soldiers  came  to  Jesus^  says  he,  and  saw 
that  He  was  dead  already,  they  brake  not  His  legs : 

*  John  xxi.  20.  -j-  John  xix.  27. 

X  Luke  ii.  19.  §  John  xxi.  24. 
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bid  one  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  pierced  His  side^  and 
forthwith  came  thereout  blood  and  water,  A  nd,  adds  the 
Evangelist,  he  ihdt  saw  it  (speaking  of  himself)  bare 
record,  and  his  record  is  tme :  and  he  knoweth  that  he 
saith  truCf  that  ye  might  belies  *.  For  these  things 
were  done,  that  tJie  Scripture  should  be  fulfilled,  A 
bone  of  Him  shall  not  be  broken.  And  again  another 
Scripture  saith.  They  shaU  look  on  Him  whom  they 


The  reference  in  the  Apocalypse  to  this  circum- 
stance, the  piercing  of  our  Lord's  side,  may  justly  be 
regarded  as  confirming  the  identification  of  its  author 
with  St.  John ;  and  this  corroboration  will  appear 
more  strong,  when  we  remember,  that  the  Evangelist 
in  his  citation  in  his  Gospel  from  the  Prophet  Zecha- 
riah.  They  shall  look  on  Him  whom  they  pierced, 
deserts  the  Greek  Septuagint  Version  f ,  and  resorts 
to  the  Original  Hebrew,  which  is  here  different 
from  it ;  and  that  precisely  the  same  thing  is  done  in 
this  same  citation  by  the  Author  of  the  Apocalypse, 
Every  eye  shaU  see  Him,  and  they  also  which  pierced 
Him :  and  that,  both  in  the  Gospel  and  the  Apoca- 
lypse, the  Hebrew  is  rendered  by  the  same  word,  and 
that  an  uncommon  one  t,  in  Greek. 

This  circumstance  in  the  Crucifixion  is  not  merely 


•  John  xix,  82—87. 

f  Compare  Bp.  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  Art.  IV.  p.  201,  note, 
ed.  1715. 
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to  be  regarded  as  the  accomplishment  of  a  very  re- 
markable prophecy  concerning  the  Messiah ;  and  as 
proving  two  most  important  facts^ — namely,  the 
reality  of  the  human  nature  of  our  suffering  Re- 
deemer, and  the  certainty  of  His  death  upon  the 
Cross.  In  both  these  respects,  doubtless,  it  is  very 
important  Nor  is  it  only,  also,  a  theme  for  affection- 
ate sorrow,  and  pious  meditation,  as  fulfilling  the 
prophetic  announcement  made  to  Mary,  the  Virgin 
Mother,  by  the  aged  Simeon,  at  the  presentation  of 
the  child  Jesus  in  the  Temple,  Behold,  this  child  is 
set  for  the  faU  and  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel^ 
and  for  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken  against ;  {yea,  a 
sword  shall  pierce  throi^h  thine  own  soul  also,)  that  the 
thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  revealed  *•  Assuredly 
the  sign  was  spoken  against  at  Calvary ;  and  assuredly 
the  lance,  which  pierced  the  side  of  the  Divine  Son, 
went  to  the  inmost  soul  of  the  loving  mother.  But 
there  was  mercy — heavenly  mercy  for  her,  flowing 
from  that  very  cause  which  produced  her  pain ;  and 
through  the  love  of  our  dying  Lord,  the  same  Evan- 
gelist who  then  stood  by  her  side  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  and  beheld  the  wound  inflicted,  and  the  gush- 
ing forth  of  the  blood  and  of  the  water,  has  declared 
its  sacred  meaning,  and  has  shown  that  there  was 
heavenly  life  in  those  divine  streams,  which  proved 
the  fact  of  death. 

If  we  refer  to  the  first  Epistle  of  St.  John,  we  read 

*  Luke  ii.  35.    cp.  John  xix.  25. 
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—  Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  worlds  but  he  that 
believeth  that  Jesm  is  the  Son  of  God  f  This  is  He 
that  came  hy  water  and  hlood ;  not  hy  water  only^  but 
by  water  and  blood.  And  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareih 
witness^  because  the  Spirit  is  truth.  There  are  three 
that  bear  witness  in  earthy  the  Spirit^  and  the  Water ^ 
and  the  Blood :  and  these  three  agree  in  one  *.  St. 
John,  who  saw  the  fkct,  interprets  the  mystery — This 
is  He  who  came  by  water  and  by  bloody  Jesus  Christ 

*'He  who  came''  is  another  term  for  the  Messiah. 
Art  thou  He  that  should  comef^  or  do  we  look  for 
another X'i  And,  in  St.  John's  Gospel,  our  Lord  says, 
All  that  ever  came  before  Me,  that  is,  all  who  laid 
claim  to  the  title  of  Messiah  before  Me^  were  thieves 
and  robbers  \.  Therefore  the  words  of  St.  John,  This 
is  He  Who  came  by  water  and  'bhod — Jesus  Christy 
signify.  This  is  He  who  claimed  the  title,  and  who 
exercised  the  oflSce,  of  the  Messiah,  by  Water  and 
by  Blood. 

How^  it  may  be  asked,  did  Our  Lord  so  come  ?  He 
came,  if  we  may  so  speak,  even  before  His  Coming ; 
He  came  before  His  Incarnation ;  He  came  in  Pro- 
phets; He  came  in  Patriarchs.  Before  Abraham  was, 
I  AM  ||.  He  came  in  all  the  purifications  of  the  old 
Law,  that  were  made  by  water,  (and  many  and  vari- 
ous they  were,)  and  also  by  blood,  for  it  is  written, 

*  1  John  V.  5 — 8.  f  6  k^6iJLtvo^^  The  Comer. 

X  Matt.  XI.  3.     John  vi.  14.  §  John  x.  8. 

II  John  viii.  58. 
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The  blood  is  the  life  *;  and  again,  Without  shedding  of 
blood  there  is  no  remission^.  The  first  Testament, 
as  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  shows,  was  dedicated 
with  blood  and  water  \.  All  the  legal  purifications 
and  oblations  derived  all  the  efficiency  they  possessed 
from  Christ,  and  from  His  death.  It  was,  if  we 
may  so  speak,  the  Water  and  the  Blood,  shed  from  our 
Lord's  side  upon  the  cross,  which  imparted  all  the 
virtue  to  all  the  Water  and  the  Blood  poured  out  in 
the  sacrificial  rites  of  the  Levitical  Law  in  the  Tem- 
ple at  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Wil- 
derness. Yes ;  and,  we  may  add,  to  the  Patriarchal 
sacrifices  at  Bethel,  and  on  the  plains  of  Mamre,  and 
on  the  hill  of  M oriah,  and  on  Mount  Ararat ;  and  to 
the  sacrifice  of  Abel  on  the  borders  of  Paradise.  So 
this  is  He  that  came  by  water  and  by  Mood,  even 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God  slain  from  thefounda- 
tion  of  the  world  J. 

St.  John  also  says — It  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth 
witness ;  because  the  Spirit  is  truth. 

How  is  this? 

The  Spirit  of  faith  infused  into  the  hearts  of 
Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  and  of  all  true  believers 
under  the  Levitical  and  Patriarchal  dispensations, 
enlightened  their  eyes  with  heavenly  radiance,  and 
enabled  them  to  see  the  illustrious  glories  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  dim  shadows  of  their  own  ordinances. 

♦  Gen.  ix.  4.  f  Heb.  ix.  22. 

%  Heb.  ix.  17.  19.  §  Rev.  xiii.  8. 
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By  this^  as  the  Apostle  speaks,  th^  saw  the  promises 
afar  off,  and  embraced  them  *.  They  rejoiced  to  see 
the  day  of  Christ ;  they  saw  ity  and  were  gladf.  They 
beheld  the  day  in  which,  as  the  Prophet  Zechariah 
says,  a  fountain  would  be  opened  to  the  house  of  David 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  f(yr  sin  and  for 
uncleanness  X.  Yes,  a  fountain  opened  in  the  bleed- 
ing side  of  the  Son  of  David,  in  the  City  of  David. 
They  foresaw  the  time  when  God  would  sprinkle 
clean  water  upon  them^  and  they  should  be  clean :  and 
from  aU  their  flthiness  He  would  cleanse  them^  and 
give  them  a  new  heart ;  and  put  a  new  spirit  within 
them  §. 

This  then  is  He  who  came  by  water  and  bloody  Jesus 
Christ.  That  is,  this  is  the  One,  Only,  Universal 
Messiah  ;  He  who  came  not  only  by  Apostles  and 
Evangelists,  but  by  Prophets  and  Patriarchs;  He 
who  now  comes,  and  wiU  come  to  all  sges  forward  to 
the  end  of  time ;  and  who  also  came  to  all  the  chil- 
dren ofGody  in  all  ages,  backward,  from  Calvary  even 
to  Paradise. 

Such  are  the  clouds  on  which  the  Divine  Comer, 
Jesus  Christ,  came,  comes,  and  will  come  ||;  the  clouds 

♦  Heb.  xi.  9,  10.  13—26.  f  ^^^^  viii.  56. 

X  Zech.  xiii.  1.  §  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26. 

II  As  St.  Augustin  says,  Epist.  cxcix.  45,  Fenit  nunc  in  totd 
hdc  hord  novissimd  Christus  in  Suis  membris  tanquam  in  nubibus 
vel  in  tot4  ipsa  Ecclesia  quae  est  Corpus  Ejus^  tanquam  in  nube 
magna  fructificante  in  uni verso  mundo,  ex  quo  coepit  praedicare  et 
dicere,  Agite  pcenitentiam,  appropinquavit  enim  regnum  ccelorum, — 
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in  the  heaven  of  His  Church :  from  which  He  pours  * 
doum  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplications  upon  His 
people ;  and  makes  them  turn  their  eyes  and  hearts, 
in  penitential  love,  to  Him;  and  by  which  He  sends 
a  gracious  rain  upon  His  inheritance j  and  refreshes  it 
iffhen  it  is  weary  \. 

Let  us  consider  now,  specially,  the  prospective 
meaning  of  these  words.  How  do  they  concern  our- 
selves f  What  did  St.  John  intend  to  impress  upon 
our  minds  when  he  wrote,  One  of  the  soldiers  pierced 
His  sidey  andforthmth  there  came  out  blood  and  water  f 
and  when  he  added  the  solemn  declaration,  and  he 
that  saw  it  bare  record,  and  his  record  is  true :  and  he 
knoweth  that  he  saith  true,  that  ye  might  believe  f 

In  reply,  let  us  observe,  that  the  Christian  Church 
owes  her  life  to  Christ's  death.  Christ  loveth  the 
Church,  and  gave  Himself  for  it,  says  St.  Paul,  that 
He  might  sanctify  it  uoith  the  washing  of  water  by  the 
wordi.  According  to  His  mercy  He  saved  us,  by  the 
washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  $.  He  hath  purchased  the  Church  mth  His  own 
blood  II .  And  again :  Ye  were  redeemed,  not  with  cor- 
ruptible  things,  as  silver  and  gold,  but  unth  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish  and 

Matt.  iv.  17.  So  also  Aquinas,  following  Haymo,  in  Ecce 
venit  cum  Nubtbua ;  i.e.  Sanctis,  qui  pluunt  per  prsedicationem, 
coruscant  per  miraculorum  operationem,  elevati  dunt  per  munda- 
norum  abdicationem ;  volant  per  altam  contemplationem — Isa. 
Ix.  8.  Qui  sunt  isti  qui  vi  nubes  volant, 

*  Zech.  xii.  10.  f  P^-  *^v"»-  ^-  +  ^ph.  v.  26. 

§  Tit.  iii.  5.  |]  Acts  xx.  28. 
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without  spot*.  He  hath  laved  us,  and  washed  us  from 
our  sins  with  His  ouni  blood  \. 

As  the  mother  of  all  living^  Eve  t, — ^the  figure  of 
the  Church, — was  fonned  from  the  type  of  Christ, 
Adam,  upon  whom,  as  we  read,  the  Lord  God  caused 
a  deep  sleep  to  folly  and  he  slept  § ;  so  the  Church,  the 
Spiritual  mother  of  all  living,  owes  her  being  to  the 
Second  man,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  from  heaven  ||, 
slumbering  in  the  sleep  of  death  upon  the  Cross  **. 

Again :  naturally,  as  men,  as  St.  Paul  asserts,  all  of 
all  nations  of  the  earth  are  made  of  one  blood  \\,  that 
of  our  first  parent,  Adam ;  so  spiritually,  as  Christian 
men,  we  all  derive  our  life  from  the  one  blood  of  the 
second  Adam,  Jesus  Christ. 

And  how  is  this  life  communicated?  Eve  was 
formed  from  the  side  of  Adam  when  he  slept^  and 
thence  mankind  derives  its  being.  So,  concerning  the 
second  Adam,  we  read.  One  of  the  soldiers,  with  a 
spear,  pierced  His  side,  and  forthwith  came  there  out 
blood  and  water ;  and  This  is  He  that  came  by  water 
and  blood,  Jesus  Christ;  and  It  is  the  Spirit  that 

♦  1  Pet.  i.  19.     Heb.  x.  29.  f  Rev.  i.  6. 

X  Gen.  iii.  20.  §  Gen.  ii.  21.  ||  1  Cor.  xv.  47. 

**  Christ's  death  may  well  be  called  a  slumber,  for  He  was 
soon  to  be  awakened  from  it,  He  was  to  rise  again. — Hooker,  V. 
Ivi.  7.  "  The  Church  is  in  Christ,  as  Eve  was  in  Adam  ;  yea,  by 
grace  we  are  every  one  of  us  in  Christ,  and  in  His  Church,  as  by 
nature  we  are  in  our  first  parents.  God  made  Eve  of  the  rib  of 
Adam ;  and  His  Church  He  frameth  out  of  the  very  flesh,  the 
very  wounded  and  bleeding  side,  of  the  Son  of  Man." 

tf  Acts  xvii.  25. 
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beareth  witness^  because  the  Spirit  is  truth.  The  life 
of  the  Church  is  due  to  the  death  of  Christ;  and  it 
is  communicated  by  means  of  those  quickening,  re- 
freshing, and  strengthening  Sacraments,  which  Christ 
has  appointed  for  the  conveyance  of  the  virtue  of 
His  death,  and  which  were  significantly  represented 
by  the  stream  of  blood  and  water  which  flowed  from 
His  precious  side,  when  He  offered  Himself  a  Lamb 
without  blemish  or  spot*^  a  pure,  perfect,  allnsufficient 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  the  Cross. 

And  why,  it  may  now  be  asked,  do  we  afiSrm  that 
it  is  so  communicated  ? 

Because  Christ  Himself  has  been  pleased  to  assure 
us  of  the  fact ;  and  it  is  not  unworthy  of  observation, 
that  He  had  assured  us  of  it  (as  the  Church  herself 
has  ever  believed)  by  the  same  Evangelist  and  Apo- 
stle who  saw  His  side  pierced,  and  forthwith  there 
came  out  blood  and  water. 

It  is  in  the  Gospel  of  the  beloved  disciple,  St. 
John,  that  Christ  says.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee. 
Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  f .  Again ;  it 
is  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  that  Christ  declares, 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you.  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  drink  His  blood,  ye  have  no 
life  in  you.  Whoso  eateth  My  flesh  and  drinketh  My 
blood  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  wiU  raise  him  up  at  the 
last  day ;  for  My  flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  My  blood 
is  drink  indeed  J. 

*  1  Pet.  i.  19.         t  ^^^^  '"•  3-  5.         t  ^^^^  ^*-  53.  55. 
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Certain,  then,  it  is,  that  we  derive  our  natural  life 
from  Adam,  sleeping  in  Paradise ;  and  no  less  certain 
is  it,  that  our  spiritual  life  is  derived  from  Christ, 
slumbering  on  the  Cross ;  and  it  is  also  certain  that, 
as  our  natural  life  is  conveyed  from  Adam  through 
Eve,  formed  from  his  side,  so  our  spiritual  life  is  con- 
veyed to  us  by  means  of  the  SacramerUs  which  Christ 
Himself  bas  been  pleased  to  institute  in  His  Church 
for  that  purpose,  and  which  derive  their  efficacy  from 
Christ's  death,  when  He  shed  blood  and  water  from 
His  precious  side  on  the  Cross. 

Behold,  then,  the  glorious  view  thus  opened  to  our 
eyes.  Contemplate  Jesus  Christ  dying  on  the  Cross 
at  Calvary.  See  Him  there  lifted  up,  like  the  brazen 
serpent  lifted  up  by  God's  command  on  the  pole  in 
the  wilderness  *.  See  Him  there  displayed  publicly, 
crucified  in  the  sight  of  thousands  at  the  great  Paschal 
feast  at  Jerusalem ;  stretching  out  His  divine  hands, 
as  it  were  in  love  and  mercy,  to  embrace  the  World. 
See  His  sacred  side  pierced,  and  streams  of  life  thence 
flowing  forth ;  streaming  backward  through  aU  ages, 
even  to  the  fall  of  man,  hallowing  all  the  sacrifices 
of  Blood  and  Water  in  the  Levitical  and  Patriarchal 
Churches,  and  flowing  forward,  in  living  rivers  of 
Paradise,  in  the  Baptismal  Waters  and  Blood  of  the 
Eucharist ;  thus  blessing  and  refreshing  all  of  every 
age  of  the  Church,  and  animating  and  uniting  them 
all,  as  living  branches,  in  one  spiritual  Vine  f ,  and 

*  Numbers  xxi.  8.    John  iii.  14.  f  John  xv.  1. 
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as  fellow-members^  communicating,  and,  as  it  were, 
knit  and  woven  together  by  veins  and  arteries  in  one 
Body,  the  Body  q/" Christ*. 

Thus,  while  we  stand  with  the  Evangelist  St  John 
on  Calvary,  and  look  on  Him  Whom  our  sins  have 
pierced,  we  see  in  Christ  crucified  the  one  fountain 
and  well-spring  of  all  the  grace  that  now  flows,  ever 
has  flowed,  or  ever  will  flow,  to  men,  whether  in 
Legal  Sacrifices  or  in  Evangelical  Sacraments;  we 
behold  the  one  Source  of  all  spiritual  life  to  all  who 
by  faith  and  obedience  have  been,  or  ever  will  be, 
justified  and  sanctified  upon  earth,  and  hereafter 
glorified  in  heaven. 

Thus,  also,  we  learn  to  behold  the  present  in  the 
past,  and  to  read  our  own  history  in  that  of  the 
ancient  People  of  God.  When  they  marched  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan,  God  smote  the  stony  Rock  in  the 
desert,  and  the  water  gushed  out,  and  the  streams 
flowed  in  dry  places -f.  In  that  smitten  Mock  we 
behold  Christ  pierced.  They  drank  of  that  spiritual 
Rock  that  followed  them ;  and  that  Rock  was  Christ  J. 
In  those  streams  issuing  from  the  hard  cliff  in  the 
sandy  desert,  and  refreshing  the  people  in  their  weary 
pilgrimage,  and  making  herbs  and  flowers  to  grow 
and  blossom  on  their  banks,  we  see  the  sacramental 
graces  which  flow  from  the  wounded  side  of  the 
Rock  of  Ages  J,  our  loving  Saviour ;  and  which,  when 

♦  1  Cor.  xii.  12,  13.    Col.  i.  24. 

t  Paalm  Ixxviii.  21.   cv.  40.  %  1  Cor.  x.  4. 

§  Isaiah  xxvi.  4,  margin. 
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received  with  the  affectionate  yearnings  of  love  and 
desire  which  animate  the  heart  of  the  true  Israelites, 
whose  souls  are  athirst  for  the  living  God^  as  the  hart 
desireth  the  water-brooks  *,  change  our  Carmels  into 
Sharons»  and  make  the  desert  of  our  life  to  blossom 
as  the  rose. 

No  one  will  here  imagine  that  in  thus  asserting 
the  use  and  necessity  of  Sacraments,  where  they  may 
be  had,  for  spiritual  health  and  everlasting  salvation, 
we  are  thereby  asserting  that  Salvation  is  necessitated 
by  Sacraments.  No;  Sacraments  are  not  physical 
causes,  but  moral  instruments,  of  salvation ;  and  unless 
they  are  received  with  the  dispositions  which  God 
requires  as  the  conditions  of  their  efficacy,  they  are 
unavailing,  vain,  and  fruitless,  yea,  they  will  aggra- 
vate our  guilt,  and  increase  our  condemnation.  And, 
alas !  we  all  know  that  the  grace  of  God  is  too  often 
received  in  vain.  We  know  that,  of  those  who 
dipped  their  vessels  in  the  fresh  streams  which  gushed 
from  the  rock  and  flowed  on  the  sand  in  the  desert, 
and  drank — they,  themselves,  and  their  cattle — ^from 
the  fresh  river,  many  rebelled  against  God,  and  their 
carcases  fell  in  the  wilderness  \.  They  were  destroyed 
of  the  destroyer  %.     And  they  were  figures  of  us  J. 

But,  did  they  who  drank  not,  live  ? 

This  is  the  question  for  us.  All  who  receive 
Sacraments  are  not  saved  by  Sacraments.     But  will 

•  Psalm  xlii.  1.  f  Heb.  iii.  17. 

X  1  Cor.  X.  10.  5  Twroi  hfAdy.     1  Cor.  x.  6.  11. 
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they,  who  rgect  them,  live?  They  who  refuse  the 
Table  which  God  spreads  for  them  in  the  wilderness  *, 
they  who  will  not  dip  their  vessel  into  the  stream 
which  flows  in  the  dry  places,  how  will  they  live  ? 
The  clouds  belong  to  God,  and  not  to  them.  The 
rock  is  deaf,  unless  He  speaks  to  it.  They  are 
wanderers  in  the  desert.  They  may  die,  though  they 
drink ;  but  if  they  refitse  to  drink,  will  they,— can 
tliey, — live  ? 

Nor,  again,  let  it  be  imagined,  that,  in  thus  aflGum- 
ing  the  necessity  of  Sacraments  where  they  may  be 
had,  we  are  ascribing  any  inherent  power  or  essen- 
tial virtue  to  Sacraments.  No:  the  necessity  of 
Sacraments  arises  not  from  any  thing  existing  ab- 
solutely in  them,  but  from  our  obligation  to  obey 
Christ.  We  cannot  be  saved  without  obedience  to 
our  Saviour.  And  since  He  has  been  pleased  to  insti- 
tute Sacraments,  and  has  commanded  them  to  be 
received,  therefore  they  are  necessary.  And,  again, 
though  we  do  not  ascribe  intrinsic  efficacy  to  themy 
yet  we  do  ascribe  infinite  power  and  divine  virtue  to 
Him.  We  affirm  that  His  death  is  the  source,  the 
only  source  to  us,  of  Spiritual  life  to  us.  And  it 
has  pleased  Him  that  this  virtue  should  be  conveyed 
to  us  through  Sacraments,  as  by  channels.  And  there- 
fore all  who  confess  that  spiritual  life  is  derived  only 
from  Christ's  death,  must  aflirm  Sacraments  to  be 
necessary.    But  we  no  more  suppose  that  Sacraments 

*  Psalm  Ixxviii.  20. 
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are  the  (yrigin  of  Spiritual  life,  than  we  imagine  the 
serpent  of  brass  to  have  been  the  cause  of  health  to 
the  wounded  Israelite.  No:  like  it,  they  are  the 
divinely  appointed  means  of  health,  and  derive  their 
efficacy  from  Christ's  death.  And  what  the  Wise 
Man  says  of  the  brazsen  serpent,  is  true  of  Sacra- 
ments :  He  that  turned  himself  towards  it^  was  not 
saved  hy  the  thing  thai,  he  saw^  hut  hy  Thee,  Thou 
thai  art  the  Saviour  of  aja.  ♦. 

We  now  pass  on  to  observe,  that  in  the  piercing 
of  our  Lord's  side  on  the  Cross  we  have  not  only  a 
proof  of  His  deathy  and  a  visible,  significant  token 
of  the  source  of  all  spiritual  life,  and  a  lively  repre- 
sentation of  the  sacramental  means  by  which  it  is 
conveyed ;  but  we  have  also  a  permanent  proof  of 
His  Resurrection;  and  therefore  a  pledge  of  our 
own. 

And  how  does  this  appear  ? 

Let  the  same  Evangelist  reply. 

St  John  informs  us  that  one  of  the  Eleven  Apostles, 
Thomas,  was  not  with  them  on  the  evening  of  the 
Resurrection  when  Jesus  came  and  stood  in  the  midst, 
and  said.  Peace  be  unto  you.  And  when  afterwards 
the  other  Disciples  said  unto  Thomas,  We  have  seen 
the  Lord,  he  replied,  that  he  would  not  be  convinced 
of  His  Resurrection,  unless  certain  specific  evidence, 
dictated  by  himself,  was  given  him  of  the  feet.  He 
would  not  be  content  to  know  that  Our  Lord  had 
appeared  in  a  human  body :  what  he  required  was, 
*  Wisdom  xvi.  7. 
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to  be  convinced  that  Our  Lord  had  appeared  alive 
in  the  same  human  body  as  that  in  which  He  had 
suffered  on  the  Cross. 

And  how  was  this  to  be  ascertained?  By  the 
wounds  He  had  received  upon  the  Cross.  Ea^cept 
(says  the  doubting  Apostle)  /  shaU  see  in  His  hands 
the  print  of  the  nails^  and  put  my  finger  into  the  print 
of  the  nailsy  and  thrust  my  hand  into  His  side^  I  wiU 
not  believe*.  As  much  as  to  say;  These  are  the 
criterions  and  cognizances  by  which  His  identity  is 
to  be  established :  let  me  see  these  tokens,  and  I 
will  be  convinced.  And  of  these,  the  wound  in  the 
side  was  the  most  conclusive.  For  the  two  male- 
factors  crucified  with  Jesus  had  their  hands  nailed  to 
the  cross,  as  well  as  Jesus ;  but  no  one  had  been 
pierced  but  Jesus. 

Our  Lord,  Who  was  not  present  in  person  when 
Thomas  spake,  no  sooner  appeared  to  the  Eleven  on 
the  following  Lord's  Day,  than  He  replied  to  the 
words,  and  complied  with  the  wishes,  of  the  wavering 
Apostle. 

Reach  hither  thy  finger ,  and  behold  My  hands ;  and 
reach  hither  thy  hand^  and  thrust  it  into  My  side :  and 
be  not  faithless^  bid  believing.  And  Thomas  answered 
and  said  unto  Him^  My  Lord  and  my  God  f . 

Thus  we  perceive  that  the  wound,  which  our  Lord 
received  from  the  soldiei^s  spear,  has  served,  under 
God's  Providence,  as  the  means  of  establishing  the 

*  John  XX.  24—29.  f  ^^^  »*•  26 — 28. 
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great  feet  of  our  Lord's  Resurrection^  and  of  assuring 
us  of  our  justification  by  His  blood ;  and  we  believe 
and  affirm  with  the  Apostle,  that  God  raised  up 
Jesus  from  the  dead^  Who  was  delivered  for  our  sins^ 
and  was  raised  again  for  our  Justification  *. 

God,  by  raising  Christ  from  the  dead,  has  acknow- 
ledged that  satisfection  has  been  made  to  His  justice 
by  Christ's  death.  By  this  His  Almighty  favour, 
declared  in  Christ's  Resurrection,  He  has  announced 
to  the  world  that  He  has  accepted  the  world's 
proxy.  Therefore^  in  the  Resurrection  of  Christ, 
not  only  was  Christ's  own  natural  Body  revived,  but 
also  His  spiritual  Body,  the  Church,  was  raised  to 
life.  She  arose  from  bondage  to  liberty,  from  death 
to  life,  from  shame  to  glory.  Hence  in  our  Baptism, 
in  which  justification  is  exhibited  to  us,  we  not  only 
spiritually  undergo  the  death  and  burial  of  Christ, 
as  Scripture  teaches,  but  we  also  rise  with  Christ. 

Know  ye  not,  says  St.  Paul,  that  so  many  of  us  as 
were  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were  baptized  into 
His  death  ?  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  Him  by  bap- 
tism into  death :  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  from 
t/ie  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father^  even  so  we  also 
should  walk  in  neumess  of  life -f.  We  are  buried  with 
Him  in  baptism,  wherein  also  you  are  risen  with  Him 
through  thefaifh  of  the  operation  of  GodX. 

Hence,  too,  we  are  assured  of  our  own  future  Re- 

♦  Rom.  iv.  24.  f  R^™-  vi.  3,  4. 

X  Col.  ii.  12. 
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surrecHon.  As  Christ  was  raised  with  His  body,  so 
shall  foey  also,  rise  again  with  our  bodies.  For  Christy 
says  the  Apostle,  is  risen  frofn  the  dead,  and  become 
the  firstfruits  of  them  that  slept.  For  as  in  Adam  all 
die,  so  in  Christ  shaU  all  be  made  alive  *. 

Again :  St.  Paul  says  of  himself,  /  bear  in  my  body 
the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus  f.  /  always  bear  about 
in  the  body  the  Dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus  I.  The 
faithfiil  servant  of  Christ  bears  about  with  him  the 
marks  of  his  dying  Saviour,  by  being  crucified  to  the 
world.  And  ]et  us  consider,  also^  the  wonderful  foct, 
that  Christ  Himself  ever  bears  in  His  own  Body  the 
marks  of  His  death.  In  the  same  Body  in  which  He 
was  crucified,  in  the  same  body  He  rose  from  the 
Dead,  in  the  same  body  He  was  seen  by  St.  Thomas 
and  all  the  Apostles,  and  by  five  hundred  brethren  at 
once  §9  in  the  same  body  He  ascended  into  heaven. 
He  now  bears  these  marks,  the  marks  of  His  own 
Death,  even  on  His  Royal  Throne,  in  the  sight  of 
Angels  and  Archangels,  at  the  Right  Hand  of  God. 
He  is  not  ashamed  of  the  wounds  He  received  for 
our  sake.  The  proof  of  His  Death  is  inscribed  there ; 
it  is  engraven  on  His  precious  side ;  and  the  proof 
of  His  Death  is  the  proof  of  His  Resurrection. 

It  is  no  more  the  stigma  of  His  shame ;  it  is  the 
badge  of  His  power ;  the  record  of  His  Love ;  the 
trophy  of  His  Triumph  over  Death,  Hell,  and  the 

*  1  Cor.  XV.  20.  22.  f  ^al.  vi.  17. 

X  2  Cor.  iv.  10.  §  1  Cor.  xv.  6. 
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Grave.  To  take  up  the  Patriarch's  strain :  Not  only 
are  His  Words  written,  in  a  hook — the  book  of  the 
everlasting  Gospel ;  but  the  great  facts  of  His  Death 
and  Resurrection  are  graven  with  an  iron  pen  in  the 
Rock ;  graven  by  the  soldier's  lance  on  the  Rock  of 
Agesy  there  to  be  read  by  the  eyes  of  Men  and  Angels 
for  evermore  *. 

And  what  next  does  the  Patriarch  say  ?  The  sequel 
is  solemn  and  significant.  /  know  Aat  my  Redeems 
liveth^  and  that  He  shaU  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon 
the  earth :  and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy 
this  body^  yet  in  my  flesh  shaU  I  see.  God :  Whom  my 
eyes  shall  behold^  and  not  another -f.  Yes ;  every  eye 
shall  see  Him ;  they  also  which  pierced  Him  I. 

Let  us  endeavour  to  realize  to  ourselves  this  fact. 
Let  us  represent  to  ourselves  the  future  circumstances 
of  the  Great  Day, — ^the  Easter-Day  of  the  World  §. 
Then  we  shall  all  be  raised  from  our  graves,  and 
behold  Him  Who  died  for  us  and  rose  again ;  and^ 
beholdj  He  is  alive  for  evermore  ||.  We  shall  look  on 
Him  Whom  we  have  pierced.  We  shall  see  the 
wounds  He  received  for  our  sake.  For  he  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions^  and  bruised  for  our 

♦  Job  xix.  22—24.  f  Jo*>  xix.  25—27. 

{  Rev,  i.  7. 

§  Among  the  Interpreters  who  suppose  that  the  "  Revelation" 
was  made  on  Easter-Day,  (see  above,  p.  138,)  may  be  mentioned 
Eichhom  ad  loc.  (i.  10.)  See  also  RosenmuUer,  and  Suicer  v. 
Kvptoic^. 

II  Rev.  i.  18. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


v.]  The  Coming  of  Christ.  157 

iniquities.  The  chastisement  of  Ofwr  peace  was  upon 
Him,  and  with  His  stripes  we  are  healed*. 

If  we  could  give  a  voice  to  that  precious  blood 
which  flowed  from  them,  and  speaketh  better  things 
than  that  of  Ahel\\  if  those  wounds  could  speak, 
what  now  would  be  their  language  to  us  ? 

You  have  felt  indignant,  it  may  be,  with  the  Gen- 
tile soldier,  who  pierced  your  Lord's  side.  But  con- 
sider yourselves.  He  was  the  soldier  of  Csesar,  you 
are  the  soldiers  of  Christ.  He  had  not  seen  what 
you  see ;  he  had  not  received  what  you  enjoy.  He 
knew  not  that  his  lance  fulfilled  a  prophecy,  and 
proved  that  He  Whom  he  pierced  is  Christ.  He  had 
no  St.  John  to  teach  him  the  meaning  of  those  sacred 
streams  which  gushed  from  the  wounded  side  of  the 
Son  of  God.  But  yov,  have  been  quickened  by  Christ's 
Death. 

Even  now,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  text  ha^s  been 
fulfilled  to  you.  Christ,  who  will  come  hereafter 
on  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  His  holy  Angels, 
has  come,  and  comes  daily  to  you  on  the  clouds  of 
Apostles  and  Prophets  %.  You  have  seen  Him  Whom 
you  have  pierced.  You  are  compassed  with  a  doud 
of  Witnesses  §.  You  have  been  baptized  into  Christ's 
Death;  and  your  life  has  been  hid  with  Christ  in 

*  Isaiah  liii.  5.  \  Heb.  xii.  24. 

X  Berengaudus  in  Rev.  i.  7*  Venit  cum  ntibibus.  Possunt 
per  nvbes  ApoBtoli  cseterique  Praedicatores  intelligi.  See  above, 
p.  144. 

$  Heb.  xii.  1. 
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God*.  You  have  been  bathed  in  that  water,  and 
cleansed  by  that  blood,  which  flowed  from  His  pre- 
cious side.  You  hear  the  words  of  St.  John.  You 
are  invited  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  salvation  f ,  and  to 
be  refreshed  with  manna  from  heaven.  You  have 
been  instructed  by  the  doubts  of  St.  Thomas,  and  by 
the  ikith  of  St.  John.  You  have  seen  the  proof  of 
Christ s  resurrection;  and,  in  that^  the  earnest  of 
your  own. 

How,  then,  are  you  acting?  Are  you  risen  with 
Christ  ?  Are  you  walking  in  neumess  of  life  t  ?  Do 
you  mortify  your  members  on  the  earth  $,  and  set  your 
affections  on  things  above?  Do  you  remember  the 
terms  of  the  covenant  to  which  you  were  pledged  at 
your  baptism?  or  do  you  think  little  of  them? 
Have  you  forgotten  what  Christ  has  suffered  for  you ; 
and  have  you  despised  what  He  has  purchased  for 
you?  Are  you  of  those  who,  by  an  ungodly  life, 
as  the  Apostle  says,  crucify  afresh  the  Son  of  God^ 
and  put  Him  to  open  shame ;  and  who  count  the  blood 
of  the  covenant^  wherewith  they  were  sanctified,  an 
unholy  thing^  and  do  despite  to  the  spirit  of  grace  ||  ? 
Then  thou  art  the  man.  Not  the  Roman  soldier 
with  his  lance,  but  thou,  the  so-called  Christian 
soldier  with  thy  sins,  art  the  fittest  object  of  thine 
own  reprobation.  Thou  hast  pierced,  and  art  piercing, 
Christ.   Therefore  condemn  thyself;  mourn  over  thy- 


•  Col.  iii.  3.  t  Psalm  cxvi.  13.  %  Rom.  vi.  4. 

§  Col.  iii.  5.  II  Heb.  x.  29. 
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self;  look  with  a  contrite  hearty  and  streaming  eyes, 
on  Him  Whom  thou  hast  pierced.  Think  what  an- 
guish thy  sins  have  cost  Him,  Think  on  the  heinous- 
ness  of  sin,  which  demanded  such  a  sacrifice.  Think, 
therefore,  of  the  punishment  due  to  it  hereafter.  Let 
Him  henceforth  be  Thy  Lord  and  Thy  God.  Pray  to 
Him  for  pardon.  Pray  to  Him  for  Grace.  Pray  for  a 
clean  heart.  Pray  for  love^  like  His.  Bear  the  cross 
for  Him,  as  He  bore  it  for  Thee.  Bear  the  marks 
of  His  death  on  thy  heart,  as  He  bears  them  in 
heaven.  Suffer  with  Him,  as  He  suffered  for  Thee. 
Dwell  in  heart  and  soul  with  Him.  Meditate  on 
His  invincible  Might,  and  awful  Majesty.  See  in 
His  Wounds  the  proof  of  His  Victory.  They  pro- 
claim that  He  has  vanquished  Satan,  and  burst  the 
bands  of  death,  and  broken  in  pieces  the  powers  of 
darkness,  and  raised  Himself;  and  that  He  will  raise 
thee ;  and  that  all  who  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man*  ^  and  shall  come  forth. 
And  then,  when  all  the  dread  scenes  described  in  the 
Apocalypse  shall  be  displayed  before  us ;  when  the 
smoke  of  the  bottomless  pit\  shall  ascend  from  be- 
neath, and  the  gates  of  heaven  be  opened  above ; 
when  the  sea  shall  give  up  the  dead  in  ity  and  death 
and  the  grave  shaU  deliver  up  the  dead  in  them^; 
when  the  dead,  small  and  great,  shaU  be  raised,  and 
stand  before  God,  and  the  Throne  be  set,  and  the  Books 

♦  John  V.  28.  t  Rev.  ix.  1,  2.  xiv.  11.  xix.  3. 

X  Rev.  XX.  13. 
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opened^  and  every  one  be  judged* ;  and  when  every 
eye  shall  see  Him^  they  aho  which  pierced  Him;  then 
God  grant  that  we  may  see  Him  with  joy;  then, 
when  Christy  Who  is  our  life^  sluM  appear y  may  we 
also  appear  with  Him  in  Glory  f ! 

•  Rev.  XX.  12.  t  Col.  iii.  4. 
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LECTURE  VI. 


Rev.  i.  1. 

The  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  my  purpose  on  the  present  occasion  to  state 
to  you  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  view  of 
the  plan  of.  the  Apocalypse ;  and  to  illustrate  it  by 
an  Expository  Comment,  which  will  be  continued 
in  subsequent  Discourses. 

What  is  the  design  of  the  Apocalypse  ? 

This,  I  am  aware,  is  a  difficult  question,  and  one 
on  which  very  different  opinions  have  been  enter- 
tained by  Interpreters  of  great  learning  and  ability ; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  far  from  my  intention  to  pro- 
nounce a  confident  judgment  upon  it.  The  result 
of  my  inquiries  is  offered,  with  due  deference,  for 
your  consideration,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
need  of  caution  and  sobriety,  and  of  prayer  for 
spiritual  illumination,  in  the  treatment  of  this  solemn 
subject 

Let  me  premise  a  few  words  concerning  the  sub- 
sidiary means  for  the  Exposition  of  the  Apocalypse. 

♦  Delivered  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Cambridge,  Oct.  1,  1848. 

M 


Digitized  by 


Google 


162  EsposUion  of  the  Apocalypse.  [lect,. 

I.  The  first  place  must  be  here  assigned  to  the 
Apocalypse  itself.  It  is  its  own  best  Interpreter. 
Every  sentence  *  of  this  Book  is  pregnant  with  mean- 
ing. The  more  it  is  studied,  the  more  will  this  be 
found  to  be  the  case.  Not  a  word  ought  to  pass 
unnoticed.  There  are  indeed  many  passages  in  it 
which  at  first  appear  obscure ;  but  there  is  scarcely 
one  which,  after  careful  examination,  will  not  be  seen 
to  be  explained  by  other  portions  or  phrases  in  this 
same  Book. 

Here  I  would  earnestly  exhort  you,  my  younger 
hearers,  not  to  content  yourselves  with  the  English 
Version  of  the  Apocalypse,  but  to  have  constantly 
before  your  eyes  the  Original  Greeks  in  some  good 
critical  Edition,  where  the  Various  Readings  are 
carefully  noted, — as,  for  instance,  in  that  of  Gries- 
bachf  or  of  ScholzJ.  It  would  be  invidious  to 
specify  the  numerous  errors  which  have  been  com- 
mitted by  modem  Expositors,  through  neglect  of 
this  necessary  precaution.  Any  one  who  undertakes 
to  expound  the  Apocalypse  from  our  English  Version 
alone,  will  deceive  himself,  and  mislead  others. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  our  Authorized  Version 

•  The  learned  Henry  More  says  very  truly,  (Book  v.  15,) 
"  There  never  was  any  book  penned  with  that  artifice  as  this  of 
the  Apocalypse,  as  if  every  word  were  weighed  in  a  balance 
before  it  was  set  down" 

f  2  vols.  8vo.     Lond,  1786. 

J  2  vols.  4to.  Lips.  1830-6 ;  from  which  the  Greek  text  is 
reprinted  in  the  present  Work,  vol.  ii. 
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of  the  Apocalypse  to  say,  that  it  admits  of  consider- 
able improvement  *.  This  may  be  easily  accounted 
for  from  the  nature  of  the  case.  The  Apocalypse, 
from  its  peculiar  character,  is  more  difficult  to 
render  accurately  than  any  other  Book  of  the 
New  Testament:  and  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  not  being  publicly  read  in  the  Church  of  England, 
our  Translators  appear  to  have  been  less  &miliar 
with  it  than  with  the  rest  of  the  Sacred  Volume. 
Besides  this,  fewer  Manuscripts  of  it  exist  than 
of  any  other  Book  of  the  New  Testament ;  and 
very  few  of  these  Manuscripts  f  had  been  collated  ^9 
and  hence  the  Text  was  not  so  well  settled,  when 
our  Translation  was  made. 

IL  Next  in  order — for  interpreting  the  Apocalypse 

•  In  the  Harmony  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  in  the  Notes  to  it, 
in  vol.  ii.,  the  passages  are  noted  which  appear  to  require  revision. 

f  The  Complutensian  Editor  had  only  one  MS.  of  the  Apo- 
calypse ;  Erasmus  had  only  one,  and  that  a  mutilated  one ;  R. 
Stephens  had  only  two,  and  they  were  of  a  very  inferior  charac- 
ter, and  were  not  accurately  collated :  so  that  the  "  Lectio  recepta, 
quae  ab  Erasmianis  editionibus  profluxit,  admodum  infirmo  nita- 
tur  tibicine ;"  and  from  this  our  Translation  was  made.  See 
Wetstein,  Proleg.  ad  Apocalypsim.  The  Greek  text,  as  now 
exhibited  by  Scholz,  is  founded  on  a  collation  of  upwards  of 
ninety  MSS. 

X  Hence,  when  Dr.  Bentley  published  a  specimen  of  his  new 
edition  of  the  Greek  Testament,  (which,  it  is  deeply  to  be  regret- 
ted, was  never  completed,)  he  selected  for  this  purpose  the  last 
chapter  of  the  Apocalypse.  See  his  "  Proposals,"  in  Bentley's 
Works,  ed.  Dyce,  iii.  475 — 496.  Bp.  Monk's  Life  of  Bentley, 
ii.  122. 

M   2 
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— must  be  placed  the  ancient  Hebrew  Prophets, 
especially  as  read  in  the  Septuagint  Version,  which 
was  used  by  all  the  Churches  to  which  St.  John 
wrote. 

You,  my  younger  friends,  will  be  surprised  and 
charmed  with  the  light  which  they  reflect  on  the 
Apocalypse*.  Let  them  be  your  Commentators. 
You  will  perceive  how  St.  John  the  Divine  adopts 
their  glowing  imagery :  how  he  takes  up  the  pro- 
phecies of  David,  Joel,  Isaiah,  Ezekiel,  Daniel, 
and  Zechariah,  and  of  other  Hebrew  Seers,  as  if 
they  were  earlier  chapters  of  his  own  Apocalypse : 
how  he  adds  his  prophecy  as  a  sequel  and  conti- 
nuation to  theirs;  or  rather,  to  speak  more  cor- 
rectly, how  the  same  Divinb  Spibit,  Who  spake  by 
the  Prophets  in  the  Old  Testament,  completes  His 
own  work  by  the  Book  of  Revelation  in  the  New. 

Let  me  exhort  you  thus  to  obey  St.  Paul's  pre- 
cept :  Compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual  f.  Let 
this  be  your  Rule  of  Interpretation*  Compare  the 
Apocalypse  with  itself  and  with  the  Hebrew  Pro- 
phets ;  and  you  will  be  taught  by  God  to  imderstand 
His  own  language.    In  His  light  i/ou  wiU  see  light  X. 

in.  To  speak  now  of  human  Interpreters.  The 
Apocalypse  has  employed  the  {>ens  of  learned  and  able 
Expositors  in  every  age  of  the  Church.  It  has  been 
illustrated  by  the  pious  labours  of  ancient  Bishops, 

•  See  "  Parallela  Apocalyptica,"  p.  886,  of  Mr.  Grinfield*8 
Scholia  Hellenistica ;  Pars  Altera. 

f  1  Cor.  ii.  13.  J  Ps.  xxxvi.  9. 
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Martyrs,  and  Doctors* — Tren8Bus,Victorinu8,  Jerome, 
Augustine,  Primasius,  Andreas,  Arethas,  Haymo : — 
it  has  been  elucidated  by  the  learning  and  acumen 
of  Bede  and  Aquinas;  and  by  the  erudition  and 
intelligence  of  later  Commentators,  who  are  too 
numerous  to  be  specified.  But  I  cannot  forbear 
to  notice  the  elaborate  Comment  of  Campegius 
Vitringa,  distinguished  alike  by  solid  learning  and 
Christian  moderation  f.  And  in  this  our  own  Uni- 
versity, we  are  forcibly  reminded  of  the  illustrious 
names  of  Mode,  More,  Lightfoot,  and  Newton, 
which  will  ever  be  honourably  associated  with  the 
history  of  Apocalyptic  interpretation.  Many  dis- 
tinguished names  of  contemporaneous  Expositors  will 
occur  to  your  own  minds ;  and  of  their  labours  Pos- 
terity will  judge. 

These  various  Interpreters  may  be  distributed 
into  two  classes :  one  consisting  of  those  who  have 
employed  the  figurative  mode  of  Interpretation ;  the 
other  composed  of  those  who  have  preferred  the 
literal.  The  Ancient  Expositors  belong,  for  the 
most  part,  to  the  former  class ;  the  Modem,  to  the 
latter.  Each  class  has  its  peculiar  uses,  and  may 
serve  as  supplementary  and  corrective  to  the  other. 
I  cannot  disguise  my  opinion  that  in  recent  times 

*  A  brief  notice  of  the  Ancient  Commentators  on  the  Apoca- 
lypse will  be  found  in  Note  A  in  the  Second  Volume  of  the 
present  Work. 

f  The  title  of  Vitringa's  work  is  "Anacrisis  Apocalypseos." 
The  edition  to  which  I  refer  is  the  third,  Leucopetrse,  1721. 
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the  literal  mode  has  been  often  carried  too  fiar,  and 
has  produced  low  and  unworthy  notions  concerning 
this  glorious  Book.  It  seems  to  have  been  forgotten 
that  the  Apocalypse  is  a  divine  Poem.  Through 
the  abuse  of  the  literal  method  of  interpretation,  the 
spiritual  uses  of  the  Apocalypse  have  often  been  in 
danger  of  being  lost. 

You  will  not,  therefore,  foil,  I  trusts  to  consult  the 
Ancient  Expositors.  In  them,  it  is  true,  you  may 
find  much  which  will  require  the  exercise  of  a  sober 
judgment ;  and  the  Modem  enjoy  some  advantages 
which  they  did  not  possess.  But  I  cannot  doubt 
that  there  is  much  of  the  expository  teaching  of  the 
primitive  Christian  Church  treasured  up  in  the 
Commentaries  of  the  earlier  Interpreters ;  and  this 
assuredly  is  of  great  value.  And  it  is  certain  that 
the  tone  of  these  earlier  Expositors  is  of  a  reverent 
and  elevated  character ;  one  suited  to  the  high  dignity 
of  the  subject ;  one  hallovring  and  spiritualizing  the 
thoughts;  one  produced  by  careful  study  of  the 
Apocalypse  and  of  the  figurative  language  of  Hebrew 
Poetry;  one  suggestive  of  true  Interpretations; 
one  which  raises  the  mind  to  a  serene  atmosphere 
and  heavenly  altitude,  and  not  depressing  it  into 
lower  and  cloudier  regions,  which  would  have  been 
spumed  by  the  Divine  Evangelist,  whose  spiritual 
flights  are  well  typified  by  those  of  the  soaring 
Eagle,  which  gazes  on  the  sun. 

To  speak  now  of  the  Plan  of  the  Apocalypse. 

First,  then,  let  me  declare  my  conviction  that  the 
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Apocalypse  is  not  a  progressive  prophecy,  flowing 
in  a  continuous  stream  of  historical  sequence. 

The  design  of  the  writer  appears  to  me  to  be  this. 
He  traces  a  rapid  prophetical  sketch,  which  carries 
him  from  his  own  age  to  the  eve  of  the  consum- 
mation of  all  things.  Hastening  onward  to  the  con- 
clusion, he  slightly  touches,  or  wholly  omits  *,  many 
things  which  will  afterwards  engage  his  attention. 
He  then  returns  to  the  point  from  which  he  had 
started ;  he  expands  what  he  had  before  contracted ; 
he  fills  up  what  he  had  drawn^  in  outline ;  he  treats 
the  same  period  in  a  new  relation ;  he  turns  aside 
from  the  main  track  into  digressions  and  episodes ; 
he  reverts  from  these  by-ways  into  the  high  road, 
and  again  moves  onward:  and  in  this  manner  he 
arrives  at  the  same  point  as  that  which  he  had 
reached  in  his  first  journey;  and  thus,  at  several 
times  proceeding  from  the  same  initial  pointy  he 
travels  downward,  not  in  parallel  lines,  but  in  paths 
more  or  less  devious  or  winding,  and  in  roads  of  a 
different  kind:  some  presenting  a  view  of  suffering; 
some  of  judgment ;  some  displaying  a  prospect  of 

*  St.  John,  by  his  practice,  has  given  weight  to  Horace's 
precept  concerning  true  poetical  order,  (Ars  Poet.  44,) — 

Ordinis  hsec  virtus  erit  et  venus,  aut  ego  fallor ; 
Ut  jam  nunc  dicat,  jam  nunc  debentia  did 
Pleraque  differat^  et  pr^Bsens  in  iempus  omittat, 

Bossuet  well  says,  on  Rev.  vii. :  C'est  ime  chose  ordinaire  dans 
r Apocalypse,  de  montrer^premierement  les  choses  en  general  et 
plus  confusement  comme  de  loin,  pour  ensuite  les  declarer  par 
onlre  et  dans  un  plus  grand  detail. 
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the  History  of  the  Word  of  God ;  some  of  the 
Church  of  God,  both  visible  and  invisible;  some 
opening,  as  it  were,  a  wide  panorama  of  afflictions 
under  the  tyrannous  sway  of  a  proud  and  prosperous 
Apostasy:  others  exhibiting  the  downfall  of  this 
mysterious  Empire,  and  of  all  its  adherents ;  and  the 
final  subjection  of  all  terrestrial  and  infernal  Powers 
to  the  dominion  of  Christ. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  because 
the  Apocalypse  is  not  composed  on  the  plan  of  a 
regular  History,  its  several  parts  are  not  closely 
connected  together.  A  beautiful  harmony  pervades 
the  whole.  Its  transitions  may  at  first  seem  to  be 
abrupt ;  but  the  fact  is,  they  are  all  natural  and  easy. 
Every  portion  is  joined  to  the  rest  with  exquisite 
grace  and  consummate  skill. 

But  to  return.  The  Author  having  been  brought, 
in  the  manner  we  have  described,  by  several  tracks 
to  the  same  glorious  catastrophe,  re-ascends  once  for 
all,  in  the  Twentieth  Chapter,  and  gives  in  one 
glance  a  brief  Summary  of  what  had  been  done  by 
Christ  for  His  Church,  even  from  His  Incarnation 
to  the  end.  He  shows  that  Christ  came  from  heaven 
in  order  to  bind  Satan  ;  that  He  did  bind  him,  and 
gave  men  power  to  overcome  him;  that  He  made  them 
partners  of  His  victory,  and  inheritors  of  His  glory. 
And  thus  the  inspired  writer  obviates  any  objections 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  raised  from  the 
calamities  which  he  himself  had  revealed  in  the  Apo- 
calypse. He  vindicates  Christ,  and  shows  that  all 
the  sufferings  of  the  world  are  due  to  its  own  wick- 
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edness ;  that  after  repeated  warnings  they  are  sent 
by  God  as  chastisements  for  sin,  and  as  calls  to 
repentance  *. 

For  example,  he  teaches  us  that  the  Decian  and 
Diocletian  persecutions  were  permitted  by  God  to 
try  the  faith  and  to  correct  the  worldliness  of  the 
Church ;  that  the  incursions  of  Goths  and  Vandals 
into  Europe  and  Africa  were  instruments  in  His 
hands  for  punishing  heresies  and  schisms;  that 
Heresies  themselves  were  chastisements  for  sin ;  that 
the  Mahometan  woe  was  a  scourge  for  idolatry. 
Thus  he  justifies  the  ways  of  God  to  man.  He 
also  shows  that  nothing  can  harm  those  who  are 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  God ;  for  they  are  united  for 
ever  with  Christ ;  they  are  enthroned  in  heaven  with 
Him.  And  having  thus  given  the  Christian  moral 
of  the  whole  Apocalypse,  he  then,  at  length,  takes  a 
step  which  he  had  not  taken  before.  He  crosses 
the  gulf  which  separates  Time  from  Eternity.  He 
displays  the  last  Judgment.  He  mounts  from  the 
Earthly  Church  to  the  Heavenly  City.  He  imfolds 
the  glories  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  And  thus  he 
exhibits  the  immensity  of  God's  love ;  and  excites 
the  courage  and  invigorates  the  faith  of  Christians 
in  every  age  with  a  view  of  eternal  joy. 

Such,  I  apprehend,  is  the  Plan  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse f. 

*  See  more  on  this  subject  above,  Lecture  I.  p.  28. 
f  This  view  of  this  Book  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
Ancient  Church.      The  earliest  Interpreter  of  the  Apocalypse 
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In  illustration  of  this  view,  I  might  remind  you 
that  the  same  mode  of  treating  a  similar  subject  is 
pursued  by  the  ancient  Hebrew  Prophets,  whose 
footsteps  St.  John  follows  very  closely ;  for  example, 
by  Daniel  *,  who  hastens  to  the  end  of  his  prophecy, 
and  then  returns  to  exhibit  it  in  wider  expansion 
and  minuter  detail  f .  But  I  proceed ;  and,  in  order 
to  test  this  opinion  concerning  the  Apocalypse,  I 
would  invite  you  to  accompany  me  in  brief  analysis 
of  this  sublime  Book. 

On  the  present  occasion,  we  shall  begin  at  its 
opening;  and  speak  of  the  Seven  Epistles  and 
Seven  Seals. 

At  the  very  commencement  of  the  Revelation, 
the  writer  anticipates  the  end.  Behold,  He  cometh 
with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  Him ;  and  they 

writes  thus  clearly  on  this  point.  Victorinus  in  Apoc.  vii.  2. 
Non  aspidendus  est  ordo  dictorum :  quoniam  saepe  Spiritus 
Sanctus  ubi  ad  novissimi  temporis  finem  percurrerit,  rursus  ad 
eadem  tempora  redit,  et  supplet  ea  qus  minus  dixit.  Nee 
requirendus  est  Ordo  in  Apocalypsi,  sed  intellectus  sequendus 
est  eorum  quee  prophetata  sunt. — So  Primasius,  ad  Apoc.  in  fine, 
says,  In  tubis  grata  repetUione  suo  more  describit. 

*  Lightfoot,  ad  cap.  xii.  "  As  Daniel,  in  chap,  ii.,  gives  a 
general  view  of  his  own  times  to  the  coming  of  Christ,  in  the 
four  Monarchies,  and  then  handles  the  very  same  thing  again  in 
another  scheme,  and  then  something  plainer,  and  then  doth 
explain  at  large,  and  more  particularly,  some  of  the  most  ma- 
terial things  that  he  had  touched  in  those  generals,"  so  St.  John 
in  the  Apocalypse. 

f  See  Daniel,  chap.  vii.  9 — 28. 
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also  which  pierced  Him*.  Jesus  Christ  is  then 
represented  as  the  Alpha  and  Omega;  the  first  and 
the  last^[\  and  so,  as  will  be  seen,  all  the  parts  of 
the  Revelation  begin  and  end  with  Christ  He  is 
dis{)la7ed  as  the  great  High  Priest  |.  His  hair  is 
like  that  of  the  Ancient  of  Days  $.  Out  of  His 
mouth  goeih  a  sharp  two^ged  suxyrd  ||,  which  is  the 
Word  of  God**.  He  holds  in  His  hand  the  seven 
StarSy  which  are  the  Angels^  or  Ministers,  of  the 
Churches  ff .  He  walks  in  the  midst  of  the  seven 
golden  Candlesticks^  which  are  the  Churclies  \X.  He 
has  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  ^. 

He  commands  St  John  to  write  what  he  sees,  and 
send   it  to  the  Seven  Churches  of  Asia  \^^.     Seven 

•  Rev.  i.  7. 

f  Rev.  i.  8.  ii.  8.  xxl.  6.  xxii.  13. 

X  Chap.  i.  13.  §  Rev.  i.  14.     Dan.  vii.  9. 

II  Rev.  i.  16.  Isa.  xi.  4.  xlix.  1,  2.  Luke  xiii.  3.  Eph. 
vi.  17.    Ps-  cxlix.  6. 

**  The  following  is  a  remarkable  comment  on  this  passage, 
dating  from  the  end  of  the  second  century.  Tertullian,  contr. 
Marcion.  iii.  14.  Apostolut  Joannes  in  Apocalyfsi  ensem  de- 
scribit  ex  ore  Dei  prodeuntem,  bis-acutum,  prsacutum,  quern 
intelligi  oportet  sermonem  divinum»  his  acutum  Duobus  Testa- 
mentis,  Legis  et  Evangelii. — Berengaud.  ad  loc.  Gladiut  duo 
acumina  habere  visus  est,  quia  doctores  duorum  Testamentorum 
doctrinis  eruditi,  facile  hostes  devincunt ;  et  quod  de  ore  Domini 
procedere  visus  est,  significat  quod  Ipse  dixit,  (Matth.  x.  20,) 
Non  enim  vos  esiis  qui  loquiminif  sed  Spiritus  Patris  Festri  Qui 
loquitur  in  vobis. 

tt  Chap.  i.  16.  20.  tt  Rev.  i.  13.  20, 

§§  Rev.i.  18.  fill  Rev.  i.  11. 
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Epistles  are  dictated  to  these  seven  Churches*; 
and  each  of  these  seven  Epistles  contains  a  promise 
from  Christ  to  him  that  overcometh  f ;  and  each 
ends  with  the  words, — He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him 
hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches  \. 

Let  us  observe  here,  that  there  were  many  J  more 
than  seven  Churches  in  Asia  when  St.  John  wrote;  but 
that  he  addresses  only  seven  ||.  These  seven  Churches 
are  represented  as  seven  Candlesticks.  The  candle- 
stick in  the  Temple  consisted  of  seven  branches, 
and,  seven  being  the  emblem  of  completeness**, 
represented  the  Universal  Church.  Similarly  each 
of  these  seven  Candlesticks  represents  a  Church ; 
and,  taken  together  in  their  sevenfold  unity,  they 
typify  the  Catholic  Church,  formed  of  all  the  par- 
ticular Churches  in  all  ages  and  countries  of  the 
world.  And  what  is  addressed  to  each  of  the  seven 
Churches  is  said  to  be  the  Voice  of  the  Spirit  to 
the  Churches ;  and  St.  John  is  commanded  to  send 

*  Rev.  ii.  iii, 

f  Rev.  ii.  7. 11. 17.  26.  iii.  5.  12.  21.  cp.  xxi.  7,  and  1  John 
V.  4,  5. 

X  Rev.  ii.  7.  11.  17.  29.  iii.  6.  13.  22. 

§  e.  g.  Hierapolis,  Tralles,  Magnesia,  Colosss. 

II  It  has  been  observed  that  St.  Paul,  as  well  as  St.  John, 
writes  to  Seven  Churches ;  and  in  them  to  all  Christians.  See 
S.  Cyprian,  de  exhort,  martyr,  c.  11,  and  note  in  next  page. 

*♦  Andreas  ad  loc.  oto  rov  tfihofjiaiucov  kpiBfiov  to  rStv 
hjcavraxov  *EicrXi}9iwK  ktfii^avt  irXffioQ,  See  S.  Cyprian  adv. 
Jud.  i.  20.  Septenarius  numerus  (says  Vitringa,  p.  35)  est  nu- 
merus  Universitatis. 
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to  them  his  Apocalypse,  which  reveals  what  would 
take  place,  long  after  these  Asiatic  Churches  would 
have  disappeared.  Hence  it  is  rightly  concluded 
that  these  Epistles  to  the  seven  Churches  are  not  to 
be  regarded  as  inscribed  only  to  them,  but  that  they 
are  the  Voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  all  the  Churches 
of  Christendom,  even  to  the  end  of  time  *,  and  that 
the  faithful  of  Christ  in  every  age  are  able  to 
overcome. 

Some  f  expositors,  you  may  be  aware,  would  carry 
this  principle  of  extension  still  farther.  They  regard 
the  seven  Epistles  as  prophetic  descriptions  of  seven 

*  Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  i.  Et  mitte  septem  Ec- 
clesiuj  &c.  Non  in  his  tantum  locis  fiiit  tunc  Cbriati  Ecclesia, 
sed  in  septenario  numero  omnis  plenitudo  consistit.  Et  Apostolus 
Paul  us  septem  scribit  ecclesiis;  non  tamen  iisdem  quibus  et 
Joannes.  Et  licet  ista  septem  loca  figura  sint  totius  Ecclesise 
septiformis,  tamen  gesla  sunt  in  his  specialiter  quae  increpat  aut 
laudat. — The  ancient  Canon  of  the  Roman  Church  (ap.  Routh. 
R.  S.  iv.  p.  2)  well  says :  Joannes  in  Apocalypsi  licet  septem 
Ecclesiis  scribat,  tamen  omnibus  dicit.  So  Victorinus  Petab. : 
Quod  uni  dicit,  omnibus  dicit.  Berengaudus  ad  Rev.  i.  4.  Per 
septem  Ecclesias  una  Ecclesia  Catholica  designatur ;  who  rightly 
adds :  Totus  hie  liber  in  septenario  numero  consistit,  sicut  sunt 
septem  Ecclesise,  septem  candelabra,  septem  stellse,  septem 
lampades,  septem  comua  Agni,  septem  oculi,  septem  sigilla, 
septem  Angeli  tubis  canentes,  septem  tonitrua,  septem  Angel  i 
phialas  habentes.  Et  draco  qui  diabolum,  et  bestia  quae  Anti- 
christum  designat,  uterque  septem  capita  habuisse  visus  est,  et 
totus  liber  in  septem  Visiones  distinctus  est. 

f  For  example,  Vitringa,  Anacrisis,  p.  31  sqq.,  and  Venema 
de  Methodo  Prophet.,  p.  55 — 60.  On  the  other  hand,  see 
Witsius  Miscell.  Sacr.  p.  702. 
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successive  states  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  seven 
different  consecutive  periods  of  time  following,  in 
the  order  of  the  seven  Epistles,  from  the  Apostolic 
age  to  the  consummation  of  all  things. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  St.  John  wrote  these  Epistles 
for  the  edification  of  all  Churches ;  and  that  every 
Church  may  see  herself  reflected,  as  in  a  mirror,  in 
one  or  other  of  these  Epistles.  But  it  seems  to  me 
very  questionable,  whether  the  order  of  these  Epistles 
is  prophetical 

Their  order  appears  rather  to  be  ecclesiastical,  civil, 
and  geographical.  First  *,  Ephesus  is  addressed  as 
the  Asiatic  Metropolis,  and  as  the  nearest  Church 
to  Patmos,  whence  St.  John  wrote ;  then  the  other 
Churches  on  the  western  coast  of  Asia ;  then  those 
in  the  interior.  In  fact,  they  are  all  addressed  in 
the  precise  order  in  which  they  would  occur  to  a 
person  writing  from  Patmos. 

These  Epistles  are  impressed  with  what  we  may 
call  the  anticipatory  character  of  the  Apocalypse. 

For  example,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Church  of 
Pergamos, — To  him  who  overcometh,  I  wiU  give  (says 
Christ)  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and  will  give  him 
a  white  stone ;  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  f ,  which 
no  man  knowethy  saving  he  that  receiveth  it\. 
And  again :  /  toill  write  upon  him  the  name  of  My 
God,  and  the  city  of  My  God,  which  is  the  New 

*  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Prima  dirigitur  Episcopo  Ephesi,  quae  erat 
Metropolis. 

f  Isa.  Ixii.  2.  ovofia  to  Kaivov^  LXX.  J  Rev.  ii.  17- 
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Jerusalem  which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  *.  And 
again :  /  will  give  Him  the  morning  star  f . 

These  expressions  appear  obscure  at  first,  but  they 
are  cleared  up  by  others  in  subsequent  portions  of 
the  Apocalypse. 

First,  as  to  the  hidden  manna.  In  later  parts  of 
the  Apocaljrpse,  frequent  references  occur  to  the 
victories  of  Joshua.  Now,  when  Joshua,  and  the 
people  led  by  him,  entered  Canaan,  it  is  expressly 
recorded  that  the  manna^  which  had  fed  them  in 
the  wilderness,  ceased ;  neither  had  they  manna  any 
moreX.  It  was  hidden.  In  another  sense,  too,  it 
was  hidden.  It  was  laid  up  in  the  ark  in  the  Most 
Holy  Place,  as  a  memorial  for  fature  generations  $. 
It  was  hidden,  as  a  mystery,  in  God's  Oracle.  But  it 
re-appeared  in  its  spiritual  reality  in  the  Divine 
Joshua,  Jesus  Christ  ||.  I  am  the  true  bread  which  came 
down  from  heaven^  says  Christ ;  and  this  true  breads 
this  hidden  manna^  is  promised  to  all  fidthfal  Israel- 
ites, who  follow  that  heavenly  Joshua.  And  the 
white  stone,  the  stone  of  absolution  from  original 
and  actual  guilt  **,  is  also  promised  to  all  who  are 
named  with  the  name  of  Christ  ;  that  is,  who,  being 
enrolled  in  His  service,  and  so  made  free,  and  signed 
with  His  cross  at  Baptism,  continue  "  His  faithful 

*  Rev.  iii.  12.  f  Rev.  ii.  28. 

X  Joshua  V.  12.  §  Exod.  xvi.  3d — 35. 

II  John  vi.  33.  49.  58. 

**       Mos  erat  antiquus  niveis  atrisque  lapillis 
His  damnare  reos,  illis  absolvere  culpa. 

Ov.  Met.  XV.  41. 
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soldiers  and  seirants  to  their  lives'  end ;"  for  they  are 
inheritors  of  joys  such  as  eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear 
heard  * ;  they  communicate  in  the  inef&ble  glory  of 
Him  Who  is  described,  in  a  later  vision,  as  the  great 
Conqueror,  leading  His  armies  on  white  horses, 
clothed  in  fine  linen,  ckan  and  white ;  and  He  has  a 
Name  written  that  no  man  knew  but  He  Himself^. 

What  the  New  Jerusalem  is,  is  fiilly  explained  by 
St.  John  hereafter  X ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, our  Lord  says,  /  am  the  root  and  the  off 
spring  of  Davids  and  the  bright  and  morning  star  ^. 

Thus  the  earlier  parts  of  the  Revelation  anticipate 
the  latter,  and  the  latter  explain  the  former. 

The  Epistles  to  the  Seven  Churches  are  followed 
by  the  opening  of  the  Seven  Seals. 

In  order  to  conceive  this  Vision,  we  must  imagine 
a  Roll  of  parchment  wrapped  round  a  cylindrical 
wand,  and  sealed  with  seven  Seals.  It  could  not  be 
perceived  that  the  Roll  had  seven  Seals,  till  it  was 
unfolded ;  and  St.  John  calls  it  a  Roll  sealed  with 
seven  Seals  ||,  by  anticipation.  When  one  Seal  is 
brokeo,  a  portion  of  the  Roll  is  unwrapped,  and  its 
contents  are  disclosed ;  then  a  second  Seal  is  broken ; 
and  so  on,  till  the  seven  Seals  are  opened,  and  the 
whole  Volume  is  unrolled. 

What,  then,  is  the  design  of  this  Roll  ? 

It  presents,  I  believe,  the  History  of  the  conflicts 

*  1  Cor.  ii.  9.  f  Rev.  xix.  11.  14. 

X  Rev.  xxi.  2.  §  Rev.  xxii.  16. 

II  Rev.  V.  1. 
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of  the  Church  *  from  St.  John's  age  to  the  day  of 
doom. 

This  Volume,  be  it  observed,  is  represented  as 
sealed ;  that  is,  its  contents  are  concealed  from  human 
eye;  and  it  is  true^  for  it  is  impressed  with  the 
divine  signet :  it  contains  a  perfect  History,  for  it  is 
sealed  with  seven  Seals ;  it  is  in  the  hand  of  Him 
who  sitteth  on  the  throne  f ;  and  no  one  can  open  it 
but  the  Lamb  %.  Hence  we  learn  that  all  the  for- 
tunes of  the  Church  are  in  God's  hand ;  and  that 
nothing  can  happen  to  her  but  by  His  providential 
dispensation;  and  that  Christ  alone  is  worthy  to 
reveal  the  inscrutable  counsels  of  God  ^ ;  for  He  is 
the  Word  of  God  ||. 

This  mysterious  Volume  is  not  traced  with  alpha- 
betical characters^  but  with  hieroglyphical  symbols. 
The  first  symbol  is  exhibited  at  the  opening  of 
the  first  Seal,  and  the  second  symbol  at  the  second 
Seal ;  and  each  symbol  pourtrays  in  order  the  state 
of  the  Church  in  that  period  to  which  it  refers; 
and  so  on,  in  succession,  till  we  are  brought^  with 
the  opening  of  the  seventh  Seal,  to  the  final  con- 
dition of  the  Church  on  earth  **. 

Here  we  pause,  to  remark,  that,  as  was  before 
noticed,  the  inspired  Writer  in  the  very  beginning  of 

*  Bede  ad  loc.  "  Conflictus  et  triumphos  Ecclesiae  reserat 
futuros." 

f  Chap.  V.  1.  X  Chap.  v.  5.  9. 

§  Cf.  Isa.  xxix.  11.  II  John  i.  1.  18. 

*•  Rev.  viii.  1. 
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the  Revelation  hastens  to  the  end :  then  he  returns, 
as  we  have  seen,  and  addresses  spiritual  admonition, 
in  seven  Epistles,  to  the  Universal  Church:  then 
he  reverts  again,  and  reveals  to  the  Church  a  rapid 
view  of  her  own  History  in  seven  Pictures,  displayed 
under  the  seven  Seals. 

To  speak  now  of  these  Seals. 

At  the  opening  of  the  first  Seal,  a  voice  is  heard 
from  one  of  the  four  Living  Creatures,  Come  and  see. 
A  similar  voice  from  another  of  the  Living  Creatures 
in  succession  is  heard  at  the  opening  of  the  three 
following  Seals,  Come  and  see.  This  was  the  invi- 
tation by  which,  as  St.  John  informs  us  *,  Philip 
invited  Nathanael  to  Christ :  Come  and  see.  It  in- 
dicates that  the  events  revealed  are  great  and  won- 
derful :  it  consoles  the  Church  with  the  assurance, 
that  however  she  may  suffer,  the  voice  of  the  Gospels 
will  survive ;  and  that  all  her  sufferings  will  be  for 
her  own  good,  and  for  Christ's  glory ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, they  are  spectacles  which  the  true  Christian 
may  rejoice  to  come  and  see  f . 

The  first  Seal  is  opened.  Behold,  a  Warrior 
riding,  crowned  as  a  King,  mounted  on  a  Whiie 
Horse,  the  Horse  of  Victory,  armed  with  a  Bow ;  and 
He  goes  forth  conquering  ^  and  to  conquer. 

In  the  Apocaljrpse,  white  is  the  colour  of  what 
appertains  to  Christ,  and  to  Him  alone  |.     Thus  we 

*  John  i.  45, 46. 

+  Veni^  Vidij  Viciy  may  therefore  be  his  reply. 

X  The  word  Xcvric,  tohite^  occurs  fifteen  Umes  in  the  Apoca- 
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read  of  His  hair  white  as  wooL  He  promises  to  His 
faithful  followers  a  white  stone :  they  will  walk  with 
Him  in  white.  He  rides  on  a  white  cloud:  they 
follow  Him  on  white  horses.  His  spouse  is  attired 
in  white.     He  sits  on  a  great  white  throne. 

The  Royal  Rider,  theuy  on  the  White  Horse,  is 
Christ. 

The  Bow,  in  His  hand,  are*  Apostles,  Evangelists, 
and  Teachers,  who  are  Christ's  instruments  in  ad- 
vancing His  kingdom.  This  is  the  interpretation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  Himself  by  the  Prophet  Zechariah, 
/  have  bent  Judah  for  Me,  and  JUied  the  bow  taith 
Ephraim^,  where  Judah  and  Ephraim  represent 
the  true  servants  of  God.  Christ  bends  His  bow, 
when  He  ordains  and  sends  His  Ministers  to  the 
spiritual  battle  ^9  and  fills  their  quiver  with  the 
arrows  of  His  Word. 

Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  sufferings  of  the 
Church  in  the  following  Seals,  the  Messiah,  her  Lord, 
is  Invincible.     He  is  most  Mighty ;  as  the  Psalmist 

lypse,  and  in  this  book  is  always  applied  to  what  appertains  to 
Christ  ;  and  never  to  any  thing  else, 

*  See  Arethas  and  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Agnus  vincit  cum  Arcu 
Scripturse.  —  Haymo :  Sagtttse  sunt  divina  Eloquia.  Per 
Equum  album  debemus  intelligere  Corpus  Dominicum  ab  omni 
peccato  mundum.     See  also  Vitringa's  note. 

•\  Zech.  ix.  13.  Ivireivd  o-e,  ^lov^a,  ifiavrff  eic  rof/oy  evXriaa 
Tov  '£^pai/i,  against  ra  riicya  rwy  'EXX^vo^v,  i.  e.  against  gentile 
foes. 

X  See  also  Habakkuk  iii.  8,  9. 
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says,  He  prospereth  with  His  honour ;  He  rides  ouy 
becatcse  of  His  Word;  and  His  right  hand  shall  teach 
Him  terrible  things.  His  arrows  are  very  sharp; 
the  people  shaU  be  subdtied  unto  Him;  His  seat 
endureth  for  ever  *. 

This  Vision  is  fiirther  explained  by  what  is  dis- 
played in  a  later  part  of  the  Apocalypsa  /  saw  heaven 
opened^  and  behold  a  White  Horse ;  and  He  that  sate 
upon  him  was  called  Faithful  and  True  f . 

The  first  Rider  then  is  Christ.  He  it  is  Who 
rides  conquering,  and  in  order  that  He  may  conquer  t- 
He  Who  says  to  His  Church,  In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulation  :  but  be  of  good  cheer ;  I  have  over'- 
come  the  world  §. 

The  colour  White,  in  the  Apocalypse,  appertains, 
as  we  have  said,  to  Christ.  Whatever  then  is  con- 
trary to  white  is  opposed  to  Christ.  This  leads  us 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  next  Seals. 

The  Second  symbol  is  a  Eed  horse,  and  his  Rider 
bears  a  sword;  not  a  barbarian  falchion,  but  an 
imperial  sword  ||.  This  sword,  as  St.  Paul  teaches  us, 
is  the  emblem  of  Civil  Power :  He  beareth  not  the 
sword  in  vain  **  This  Seal  then,  with  its  red  horse 
and  drawn  sword,  prefigures  the  persecutions  in 
which  the  blood  of  Christians  was  shed  by  the  sword 

♦  Psalm  xlv.  4—6.  f  Rev.  xix.  11. 

J  lya  viKiiffji  are  the  words  of  the  original. 
§  John  xvi.  33.  ||  fidxaipa,  not  ^fM<l>aia, 

**  Rom.  xiii.  4.    ovic  liKfj  rijy  /idxatpav  ^opei. 
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of  the  Pagan  Emperors  of  Rome*,  specially  from 
Decius  to  Diocletian  f;  that  is,  from  a.d.  249  to 
A.D.  303. 

The  Third  Seal  displays  a  Black  horse ;  and  he 
that  sai  on  him  had  a  pair  of  balances  in  his  hand ; 
and  I  heard  a  voice  in  the  midst  of  the  four  Living 
Creatures  say^  A  measure  of  wheat  for  a  penny ^  and 
three  measures  of  barley  for  a  penny ;  and  see  thou 
hurt  not  the  oil  and  wine. 

This  symbol  must  be  understood  in  a  spirittud 
sense  %.  It  relates  not  to  secular  markets,  but  to 
the  bread  oflife^  and  to  the  meat  that  perisheth  not  §. 

To  interpret  it  of  natural  wheat  and  barley  is  to 
fall  into  the  error  of  the  Disciples,  who,  when  our 
Lord  told  them  to  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pha- 
risees^ thought  that  He  spoke  of  the  leaven  of  bread  ||. 

The  horseman,  we  see,  is  on  a  black  horse:  he  is 
therefore  opposed  to  Christy  Whose  Horse  is  white. 
He  holds  in  his  hand — ^not  a  Sword,  as  the  preceding 
Rider  on  the  red  horse— but  a  Balance,  the  emblem 
of  Justice.     While,  therefore,  he  practises  Wrong, 

*  Haymo  ad  loc.  per  Domitianum  et  cseteros ;  and  Joachim, 
p.  114  (reverse),  Equus  rufus  est  Romanorum  exercitus.  la 
sessore  isto  intelligendi  sunt  Romani  Imperatores.  Quantum 
vero  sanctorum  sanguinem  Romani  efiuderunt  Imperatores 
Diocletianus  maxime  et  Maximianus  !  See  Lactantius  de  Morte 
Persecutorum,  c.  7 — 24.  Euseb.  libb.  viii — x. 

f  Cf.  Rom.  viii.  36.    Psalm  xliv.  22. 

X  See  Arethas  in  Cramer's  Catena,  p.  268,  who  has  well  ex- 
pounded it. 

§  John  vi.  27.  35.  ||  Matth.  xvi.  6.  12. 
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he  professes  Right  *.  The  figure  seems  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  Prophet  Hosea:  The  Balances  of 
deceit  are  in  his  hands ;  he  loveth  to  oppress  f .  But, 
in  order  that  no  one  may  be  deceived  by  his  aspect 
and  gesture,  a  Voice  is  heard  from  the  four  Living 
Creatures  beneath  the  Throne  of  God — ^that  is,  from 
the  four  Evangelists  t — ^proclaiming,  A  measure  of 
wheat  for  a  penny  (or  denarius),  and  three  measures 
of  barley  for  a  penny ;  and  see  thou  hurt  not  the  com 
and  wine. 

To  understand  this  warning  Voice,  we  must  re- 
member that  the  penny,  or  denarius,  was  a  day's 
wages ;  and  that  the  measure  here  mentioned^  is  the 
choenix,  which  was  the  eighth  part  of  a  modius ; 
and  that  a  modius  of  wheat  did  not  usually  sell  for 
more  than  a  denarius :  so  that  wheat  is  represented 
here  as  eight  times  its  usual  price,  and  that  a  day's 

*  AuctOT  anon.  ap.  S.August,  ad  loc.  well  says:  "  Habet 
Btateram  in  manu  ;  quia  dum  fingit  se  jusdtiam  tenere,  per  simu- 
lationem  laedit'* 

f  Hosea  xii.  7. 

J  See  above,  Lecture  IV. — Aquinas  ad  loc.  Concors  doctrina 
iv  Evangeliarum :  Ex  hoc  patet  quod  recurrendum  est  ad 
doctrinam  sacrse  paginse  in  adversis  temporibus. 

§  The  symbol  is  Xi/ioO  ZiiyiAa,  says  Arethas.  A  soldier's  daily 
pay  was  a  denarius.  Tacit.  Annal.  i.  17.  The  xoivili  weighed  two 
libra,  and  contained  an  eighth  part  of  a  ^ohtoQ  :  it  was  an  fffM£pfi<f(a 
rpoiftri.  See  Diog.  Laert.  viii.  8.  Athen.  iii.  p.  90,  E.  Slaves 
had  an  allowance  of  four  modii,  or  thirty-two  choenices  a  month. 
(See  ad  Cic.  de  Off.  ii.  17.)  A  modius  was  usually  sold  for  a 
denarius,  sometimes  for  half  a  denarius.  Cic.  Verr.  iii.  81, 
and  Divin.  c.  10. 
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allowance  of  wheat  for  one  man  would  exhaust  all 
his  day's  wages ;  that  is,  there  is  a  great  spiritual 
scarcity ;  a  famine  of  hearing  the  word  of  the  Lord* ; 
a  leanness  of  sotdf:  and  barley  is  three  times  as 
cheap  as  wheat;  that  is,  degenerate  doctrine  is 
much  more  plentiful  than  true  t* 

What^  then,  is  the  meaning  of  this  emblem  ? 

The  first  mode  by  which  the  Evil  One  had  at- 
tempted to  destroy  the  Church  was  by  the  Sword  of 
Pagan  Persecution.  This,  therefore,  was  represented 
under  the  former  Seal.  But  God  mercifully  put  an 
end  to  the  sufferings  endured  by  the  Church  from 
open  violence ;  the  Roman  empire  was  Christianized. 
Then  the  Arch  Enemy  of  man  resorted  to  another 
mode  of  attack,  more  insidious  and  not  less  deadly — 
Heresy  §. 

The  former  Seal  then  having  displayed  Perse- 
cution from  without,  it  follows  that  the  present 
exhibits  Heresy  from  within. 

And  what  is  the  fact? — what  does  this  Seal 
display? 

The  Foe  of  the  Church  appears  no  longer  now  with 
the  warlike  Sword  in  his  hand,  but  he  holds  the 

*  Amos  viii.  11.  f  Psalm  cvi.  15. 

X  The  Kpidii  is  contrasted  with  alroc)  just  as  Dinarchus  was 
called  o  KpiSivoc  ^ri^oadiyric  (see  Ruhnken  Rutil.  Lup.  ii.  v. 
p.  88);  and  hordeo  pasci  was  a  military  punishment.  Liv. 
xxvii.  1 3.  Differt  (says  Joachim  in  h.  loc.)  inter  triticum  et  hor- 
deum,  quod  triticum  est  hominumy  hordeum  jumentorum. 

§  See  Theodoret,  Eccles.  Hist.  i.  1 ;  who  indirectly,  by  a 
recital  of  &cts,  supplies  a  very  striking  comment  on  this  Seal. 
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peaceful  Balance.  Yet  Satan  is  opposed  to  Christ, 
Who  is  on  the  White  Horse,  no  less  when  Satan  rides 
on  the  black  horse  than  on  the  red  horse ;  no  less 
with  the  Balance  in  his  hand  than  with  the  Sword. 

He  raised  up  many  persons,  especiallj  in  the 
Eastern  Church,  such  as  Arius  *,  (a.d.  318,)  Nes- 
torius,  (a.d.  428,)  and  Eutyches  (a.d.  448) ;  and 
after  them  many  more  in  succession,  who  were 
skilled  in  the  intricate  subtleties  of  scholastic 
dialectics ;  and,  being  shrewd  and  subtle  disputants, 
they  inveigled  many  by  sophistical  syllogisms  and 
plausible  professions  of  Equity,  holding,  as  it  were, 
a  Balance  in  their  hands,  and  weighing  spiritual 
doctrines  in  the  scales  of  human  Reason;  and 
thus,  under  a  specious  pretence  of  scrupulous 
regard  for  logical  accuracy,  and  philosophic  calmness, 
and  intellectual  acumen,  corrupted  the  saving  doc- 
trines of  Divine  Revelation ;  and,  while  feigning  a 
zeal  for  Justice,  destroyed  the  Truth  f . 

*  Joachim  in  loc.  In  Equo  nigro  Arianorum  intelligendus  est 
clerus :  Statera  est  disputatio  literse  qufi  abutuntur  hseretici. — 
Anselm  (Bishop  of  Havilburg,  a.d.  1145).  Hi  sunt  hseretici 
qui  in  manu  dolosam  stateram  trudnantes  habent;  sequitatem 
de  fide  disputando  proponunt,  sed  minus  cautos  levissimo  vel 
minimi  verbi  pondere  fallunt.  He  mentions  Arius,  Sabellius, 
Nestorius,  Eutyches,  Donatus,  Photinus,  Manes. 

f  See  Hooker  V.  xlii.  2,  concerning  "  Arius,  a  subtle-witted, 
and  a  marvellously  fair-spoken  man ;"  and  on  the  Arians 
generally,  S.  Ambrose  de  Fide,  i.  8.  '*  Omnem  vim  veneno- 
rum  suorura  in  dialecticd  disputatione  constituunt.  Sed  non 
in  dialecticIL  complacuit  Ded  salvum  facere  populum  suum." — 
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We  may  extend  this  emblem  still  further.  It 
may  be  applied  to  some  Ecclesiastical  Synods  of  later 
times;  such,  for  example,  as  those  of  Constance, 
Basil,  Florence,  and  of  Trent,  in  which  there  was  a 
pomp  of  Justice,  but  the  work  of  Death.  In  them 
the  pure  grain  of  God*s  Word  was  not  liberally  mea- 
sured* out  to  Christ's  household,  but  was  tveiyhedji 
in  the  Balance  of  human  Traditions,  and  was  treated 
as  of  less  weight  than  those  Traditions :  in  a  word, 
there  was  in  them  a  semblance  of  Equity,  but,  in 
fact,  the  cruel  hand  and  heart  which  make  a  famine 
for  the  soul. 

This  power  is  represented  as  mounted  on  a 
Black  Horse — dark  with  error  and  sin  and  death. 

What,  then,  is  the  guide  and  comfort  of  the  true 
Christian  ? 

The  Warning  Voice  of  the  Gospel ;  which  detects 
the  artifice  of  Satan,  and  which  follows  the  heels 
of  the  sable  Rider,  with  a  declaration  of  his  true 
character.  The  Balance  may  be  in  his  hand,  but 
Hunger  is  in    his    rear.     Therefore,   the   faithful 

Socrat.  i.  5.  "Apttoc  Av^p  ohic  Afiotpoc  r^c  iiciXcKrac^c  Xcoxijc — 
Epiphanius  (Hseres.  p.  809)  says  of  the  Anomoeans,  *'  They 
exhibit  the  Divine  Nature  by  means  of  Aristotelic  syllogisms  and 
geometrical  data"  So  Euseb.  v.  28,  concerning  Artemas  and  his 
followers :  "  Abandoning  the  inspired  writings,  they  devote 
themselves  to  geometry^**  symbolized  by  the  (vyoc  of  the 
Apocalypse. 

*  Luke  vi.  38. 

f  Lightfoot  in  loc.  "  Here  corn  for  scarcity  is  weighed,  like 
spicery,  in  a  pair  of  balances." 
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Church  will  not  be  deceived:  she  will  hear  the 
warning  voice ;  she  will  not  weigh  the  truth  in  the 
scales  of  deceit,  but  in  the  unerring  balance  of  the 
Word  of  God* 

Here  then,  I  conceive,  we  have  a  compendious 
History  of  Heresy,  and  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Church,  from  its  specious  and  cruel  arts.  And  here 
the  stewards  of  the  Great  Householder  may  read 
their  own  duty ;  which  is,  to  dispense  to  every  one, 
without  grudging,  his  spiritual  meat  in  due  season-f ; 
and  not  to  elevate  the  human  Will  and  Reason,  in 
a  Pelagian  spirit,  so  as  to  disparage  the  sacramental 
influences — the  Oil  and  Wine  I — of  Divine  grace. 

This  Heavenly  Voice  is  also  raised  for  the  con- 
solation of  the  true  Christian. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fraud  and  power  of  Satan 
in  the  propagation  of  strange  Doctrines,  the  voice 
of  the  Gospel  will  never  cease  to  be  heard ;  and  he 
will  never  be  able  to  hurt  the  Sacraments  of  Christ. 

The  next  Seal  opens  a  still  more  dismal  picture. 

*  The  comment  of  Joachim  deserves  to  be  cited.  Haeretici 
quadam  statera  utuntm*,  sed  abutuntur  in  disputando ;  legimus 
enira  in  Nicsen^  Synodo  plures  conyenisse  philosophos  qui 
astutia  dialectics  artis  fidem  Catholicam  impugnarent.  Sed  quo 
vult  pergat  Philosophus :  tu  tene  tuum  pondus  ;  tu  serva  nume- 
rum  quern  audisti. 

This  Seal  is  also  very  applicable  to  the  Scholastic  and  Rational- 
izing Theology  of  later  times,  and  of  our  own  day. 

f  Matth.  xxiv.  45.    Luke  xii.  42. 

X  Primasius  ad  loc.  In  vino  et  oleo  vim  Sacramentorum 
prohibet  violari. 
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A  pale,  or,  rather,  a  livid  *  Horse  appears.  Its 
rider  is  Death;  and  Hell  follows  with  him;  and 
he  has  power  over  the  fourth  part  of  the  earth,  to 
destroy  with  the  Sword,  and  witA  hunger  and  deaths 
and  with  the  Beasts  of  the  earth. 

Here  is  a  grievouB  and  manifold  persecution.  The 
Sword  now  mentioned  is  not  the  imperial  Sword, 
but  the  barbarian  Scymitarf.  It  refers  to  furious 
ravages  committed  by  savage  tribes, — Goths,  Van- 
dals, Saracens  t*  It  pourtrays  sufferings  produced 
by  spiritual  &mine  §.  It  exhibits  evils  consequent 
on  the  suppression  of  God's  Word  by  a  corrupt 
Church.  It  reveals  her  wickedness  in  feeding  the 
starving  soul  with  hungry  husks  of  fanatical  fables. 
It  speaks  of  the  calamities  to  be  produced  by  the 
Beasts^  that  is,  by  the  two  Anti-CShristian  Beasts^ 
which,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  Book  of 
Revelation,  are  supposed  to  be  already  known  to 
the  reader,  as  they  are  to  the  vmter,  and  which  will 
be  described  more  fiiUy  hereafter  in  the  latter  parts 
of  the  Apocalypse  ||.     So  ends  the  Fourth  Seal. 

*  j(\wp6i,  expressing  the  ghastliness  of  violent  death. 

-f  Not  ftdxaipa,  gladius^  but  fiofii^la,  framea. 

X  Joachim,  p.  116.  Quis  tam  rect^  Mors  appellari  potuit 
quam  homo  ille  perditus  Mahumetes  qui  tot  millium  hominum 
factus  est  causa  mortis  ? 

§  Amos  viii.  11. 

II  Rev.  xiii.  1 — 11.  This  vrord  Beasts,  here  introduced,  is  a 
chronological  catchword^  and  shows  that  this  Vision  belongs  also 
to  the  time  of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Trumpets,  when  these 
Beasts  exercise  power,  cp.  note  §,  p.  190. 
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The  Fifth  reveals  the  souls  of  the  Martyrs  who  have 
been  slain  in  the  previous  persecutions  for  the  Word 
of  God  and  for  the  testimony  which  they  held^and  which 
cry  from  beneath  the  altar ^  on  which  their  blood  has 
been  spilt.  How  long^  0  Lord^  hdy  and  trucy  dost 
Thou  not  avenge  our  blood  upon  those  who  dwell  on 
the  earth?  They  who  dwell  on  the  earth,  be  it 
observed,  is  a  frequent  expression  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse *,  and  always  designates  those  who  have  not 
their  hearts  in  heaven,  but  are  of  the  earth,  earthy ; 
and  are  opposed  to  the  children  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  And,  They  who  were  slain  receive  white 
robes,  and  they  must  rest  a  little  longer  till  the  number 
of  their  brethren  and  fellotv^ervants,  who  are  to  be 
offered  up  as  victims,  as  they  were,  is  fulfilled  f; 
and  then  their  happiness  will  be  complete. 

The  Sixth  Seal  reveals  a  great  revolution — an 
earthquake,  darkness,  and  the  foiling  of  stars  from 
heaven. 

The  present  is  a  proper  place  for  offering  some  re- 
marks on  the  figurative  character  of  these  prophecies. 

St.  Peter  t  thus  speaks  on  the  day  of  Pentecost : 
This  is  that  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel  § ; 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God, 
I  will  pour  out  of  My  Spirit  upon  all  flssh :  and  your 
sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  and  your 
young  men  shall  see  visions,  and  your  old  men  shall 

*  Rev.iii.  10.  xi.  10.  xiii.8.  xiv.  6.  xvii.  8.  cp.  Luke  xxi.  35. 
t  Rev.  vi.  11.  X  ^^^  ii*  ^^*  §  ^^^  ^i*  2^* 
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dream  dreams:  and  on  My  servants  and  on  My 
handmaidens  I  wiU  pour  out  in  those  days  of  My 
Spirit ;  and  they  shaU  prophesy. 

Mark  now  what  follows. 

And  I  tviU  show  wonders  in  heaven  ahove^  and 
signs  in  the  earth  beneatii ;  bloody  and  fire^  and  vapour 
of  smoke.  The  Sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness^ 
and  the  Moon  into  bloody  before  thai  great  and  notable 
day  of  the  Lord  come. 

Thus  we  are  taught  by  an  inspired  Apostle  not 
to  expect  a  literal  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  in  this 
Seal,  which  describe  a  great  elemental  convulsion. 
We  are  not  to  look  for  any  terrific  changes  in  the 
heayenly  bodies  before  Christ's  second  coming.  But 
these  prophecies  are  spiritual^  and  to  be  understood 
spiritually. 

This  is  very  necessary  to  be  remembered,  lest  our 
mind's  eye  should  not  be  open  to  the  signs  of  our 
Lord's  coming,  and  so  its  signs  should  be  no  signs 
to  us ;  and  lest  we  should  look  for  other  signs  than 
the  true  ones ;  and  then  that  day  should  come  upon 
us  unawares*.  It  will  so  come  on  the  World.  Upon 
the  World  it  will  come  as  a  Thief  in  the  night -f; 
but  we  are  to  take  heed,  lest  that  day  should  overtake 
us  as  a  thief  i. 

In  another  respect  also  St.  Peter's  interpretation 
is  very  important. 

*  Luke  xxi.  34. 

t  1  Thess.  V.  2.     2  Pet.  iii.  10.     Rev.  iii.  3.    xvi.  15. 

X  1  Thess.  V.  4. 
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It  puts  into  our  hands  a  divine  key  for  the  un- 
locking of  these  prophecies. 

This  key  is  divine:  but  with  us  it  is  in  human 
hands,  and  must  be  used  with  great  care,  and  under 
divine  guidance. 

By  this  I  mean,  that  we  ought  not  to  assign  to 
any  passage  of  Scripture  a  spiritual  meaning,  which 
is  not  authorized  *  either  directly  by  Scripture,  or 
by  way  of  rational  induction  from  Scripture.  We 
must  use  the  key,  and  use  it  aright.  If  we  take 
these  prophecies  in  a  literal  sense,  we  do  not  use 
the  key:  if  we  give  them  a  spiritual  sense,  un- 
authorized by  Scripture,  we  use  it  amiss. 

Let  us  now  return. 

The  Sixth  Seal  is  opened.  Here  we  enter  the 
domain  of  unfulfilled  prophecy,  and  must  tread  with 
caution. 

A  great  Earthquake  ensues.  This  Earthquake  is 
described  hereafter  more  fully  under  the  Sixth 
Trumpet  f ,  and  again  under  the  Seventh  Vial  X  : 
and  thus,  if  we  may  so  speak,  it  serves  as  a  Catch- 
word§  to  connect  all  these  together.  Like  other 
words   and  phrases    in  this  Book,  serving  for  the 

♦  See  Waterland's  Scripture  Vindicated,  Works,  vi.  p.  18 — 20. 
Jones  on  the  Figurative  Language  of  Holy  Scripture ;  Theol. 
Works,  iii.  1 — 191. 

+  Rev.  xi.  13.  J  Rev.  xvi.  17—21. 

§  I  have  marked  these  catohwords  by  a  particular  type 
(called  Clarendon)  in  the  Harmony  of  the  Apocalypse,  in  Vol.  ii. 
of  these  Lectures. 
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same  purpose,  it  rivets  events  together  where  they 
are  contemporaneous,  and  thus  enables  us  to  fix  the 
chronology  of  the  Apocalypse  *. 

The  Earthquake  having  been  announced  in  the 
Sixth  Seal,  a  great  convulsion  f  takes  place.  The 
Sun  becomes  like  sackdoth ;  the  Moon  as  blood ;  that 
is,  the  light  of  Christ  is  obscured  t,  and  the  Church 
will  seem  to  be  eclipsed;  the  Stars  faU  to  earthy  as 
t/ie  fig-tree  casteth  its  green  figs  when  tossed  by  the 
mnd§.  That  is,  many,  who  endure  but  for  a  time  ||, 
not  being  ripened  by  grace,  will  fall  from  the  fidth. 
The  unfolded  volume  of  the  heavens,  once  bespan- 
gled with  constellations,  is  rolled  up  as  a  scroll,  and 
can  no  longer  be  read.  Mountains  are  moved ; 
Islands  are  sunk;    the  Kings  and  Rulers  of  the 


*  Cp.  Vitringa,  p.  738,  who  has  observed  this  synchronism 
of  some  of  the  events  of  the  Sixth  Seal  and  the  Seventh  Vial. 
Let  the  reader  peruse  Rev.  vi.  12 — 17,  and  xvi.  17 — 21,  and  he 
will  see  the  grounds  of  this  opinion. 

-f  Victorinus  ad  loc.  Ipsa  est  persecutio  novissima, — to  be 
followed  by  the  extinction  of  all  Antichristian  Powers.  So 
Arethas,  p.  277,  278,  Cramer,  and  Aquinas,  ad  cap.  vi.  Hsec  est 
persecutio  tempore  Antichrisd. 

X  Haymo  and  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Christus  lux  hominum  et 
angelorum  factus  est  obscurus,  non  in  se,  sed  in  omnibus  quibus 
claritas  ejus  est  occulta :  tempore  Antichrisd  non  apparebii  mag- 
nificenda  Chrisd.  Saccus  est  signum  vilitads.  The  Two  Wit- 
nesses prophesy  in  sackcloth,  at  the  same  dme.  Rev.  xi.  3. — The 
comments  of  Aquinas  on  the  whole  of  this  passage  are  very 
striking.   Page  172—175,  ed.  1549. 

§  Isa.  xxxiv.  4.  ||  Mark  iv.  17* 
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Earth  hide  themselves  in  caverns;  that  is,  in  a 
spirit  of  desperate  infatuation  they  take  refuge  in 
the  dens  of  worldly  policy,  and,  like  the  Kings  fly- 
ing from  Joshua  to  Makkedah,  they  cry  to  the 
mountains  and  to  the  rocks,  Fail  on  us^  and  hide  us 
from  the  wraih  of  the  Lamb ;  for  the  Great  Day  of 
His  wrath  is  come^  and  who  can  stand*? 

Such  is  the  description  of  the  great  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  Earthquake  and  Storm,  which,  in  a 
later  part  of  this  divine  Prophecy,  is  called  the  con- 
flict of  Armageddon,  and  which,  as  appears  from 
other  parts  of  the  Apocalypse,  will  change  f   the 

*  Rev.  vi.  12.  17.  Cf.  Isa.  ii.  10. 19.  Jer.  iv,  29,  Dan.  iii. 
24.   iv.  33.     Hos.  x.  8.     Luke  xxiii.  30. 

f  The  following  is  the  comment  of  Bede  on  the  Sixth  Seal. 

Et  vidi  cum  aperuisset  sipllum  sextum^  &c.]  Sexto  sigillo 
patefacto  novissima  persecutio  nuntiatur,  et  sicut  Domino  sexta 
feria  crucifixo,  mundum  tenebris  et  pavore  concuti. 

Et  $olf actus  est  niger  tanquam  saccusJ]  Tanquam  Christi  vel 
operta  potentia,  vel  doctrina  temporaliter  obscurata,  vel  a  defen- 
sione  sit  velata,  cum  ministri  Antichristi  in  servos  Christi  grassari 
sinuntur.  - 

Et  luna  tota  facta  est  sicut  sanguisJ]  Ecclesia  solito  amplius 
pro  Christo  sanguinem  fundet.  Tota  autem  dixit,  quia  in  toto 
orbe  erit  novissimus  terrae-motus. 

Et  stellis  ceciderunt  super  terram,  &c.]  Qui  coelestes  in 
ecclesia  specie  tenus  fulgent,  vento  novissimae  persecutionis 
impulsi  terreni  fuisse  probabuntur.  Quorum  bene  opera  grossis, 
immaturis  videlicet  et  inutilibus  et  caducis  fici  iructibus,  com- 
parantiir. 

Et  coelum  recessit  sicut  liber  involutus.li  Sicut  liber  involutus 
mysteria  quidem  intus,  sed  fbris  non  apparenda  continet,  sic  et 
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aspect  of  things  in  this  world,  and  terminate  with 
the  total  destruction  of  the  foes  of  Christ. 

Immediately  after  it,  four  Angels  appear,  who  hold 
the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and  are  commanded  not 
to  loose  their  blasts,  tiU  the  servants  of  God  are 
sealed  in  their  foreheads  *.  Here  is  another  catch- 
word^ and  it  connects  the  Sixth  Seal  with  the  Sixth 
Trumpet,  when,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  these 
Angels  again  appear,  and  are  then  loosed  f .  They 
now  gather  the  Saints  of  God  from  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  The  number  of  the  elect  is  now  complete. 
It  is  described  as  twelve  times  twelve  thousand,  a 
number  expressing  the  consummation  of  the  Apo- 
stolic Church  X.  All  who  hold  the  &ith,  and  keep 
the  commandments,  delivered  by  Jesus  Christ  to  His 
Twelve  Apostles,  are  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly 
City,  which  is  Twelve  thousand  furlongs  square ;  and 
its  walls  are  Twelve  times  Twelve  cubits  high ;  and  it 
has  Twelve  Gates,  which  are  inscribed  with  the  names 
of  the  Twelve  Tribes^  and  Twelve  foundations,  and  on 
them  the  names  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Lamb  §. 
In  the  passage  before  us  all  these  faithful  Christians 
are  represented  as  coming  from  every  Nation  and 

tunc  ecclesia  suis  tantum  cognita,  pereecutionem  discrete  vitans 
recedet,  et  ut  ab  extraneis  abdita  non  videatur. 

♦  Rev.  vii.  1.  f  Rev.  ix.  13.  15. 

;|;  Berengaud.  ad  loc.  Duodecies  duodeni  fiunt  centum  quadra- 
ginta  quatuor.  Omnes  igitur  qui  fidem  duodecim  Apostolorum 
custodiunt  actusque  imitantur  in  hoc  numero  consistunt—See 
also  Aquin.  in  loc.  Omnes  electi  usque  ad  finem  mundi. 

§  Rev.  xxi.  14.  17. 
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Tribe  and  Tongue;  and  though  their  number  had 
before  been  specified  as  definite^  (as  Twelve  Times 
Twelve  Thousand,  a  Thousand  from  each  of  Twelve 
Tribes,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand,)  yet, 
since  it  represents  the  Apostolic  Chwrch  of  every  age 
and  clime,  which  consists  of  the  true  seed  of  Abra- 
ham and  David,  the  Israelites  indeed^  those  who  are 
Jews  inwardly y  the  true  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jervr 
salem^  which  is  the  mother  of  us  aU^  and  in  order  that 
no  one  may  suppose  that  this  number  is  to  be  under- 
stood literally,  ss  if  the  elect  were  limited  to  so  small 
a  body  as  twelve  times  twelve  thousand,  it  is  now 
described  as  a  gxeai  multitude,  which  no  man  can 
number  *;  and  they  have  come  forth  from  great  Tribu- 
lation, and  are  plothed  in  White  Robes,  and  have  Palms 
of  Victory  in  their  hands,  and  join  in  a  triumphal 
doxology  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb. 
Thus  ends  the  Sixth  Sealf- 

*  Some  modern  Expositors  have  imagined  that  the  144,000 
are  different  from  the  innumerable  company;  but  the  ancient 
Interpreters  rightly  perceived  their  identity.  Berengaudus  in 
loc.  says :  Per  turbam  quse  numero  comprehenditur,  elect!  de- 
signantur,  et,  quia  multisunt  vocati,  pauci  electi,  (Matth.  xx.  16,) 
non  immerito  numero  designantur.  In  coelesti  ver6  beatitudine 
ubi  singulis  temporibus  ex  omnibus  gentibus  congregantur,  tanta 
efficitur  multitudo,  ut  nullo  numero  comprehendi  possit  So 
Aquinas,  p.  199,  and  Vitringa,  p.  307.  Nee  est,  quod  in  eo  quis 
haereat,  turbam  electorum  Joannem  hie  facere  innumerabilem, 
cum  jam  ante  signatos  comprehendisset  numero  cxliv  millium. 
Numerus  ille  erat  mysticus  et  allegoricus,  et  verd  significabat 
totam  eamque  maximam  multitudinem  Electorum. 

f  The  reader  is  here  referred  to  an  Exposition  of  the  Seals 
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The  number  here  specified  of  the  Saints,  a  hun- 
dred and  fortj-four  thousand,  is  also,  if  we  may 
repeat  the  expression,  another  catchword^  and  serves 
to  connect  the  close  of  the  period  of  the  Sixth  Seal 
with  the  latter  part  of  the  period  of  the  Sixth  Trum- 
pet, in  which  it  is  said,  /  saw  the  Lamb  standing 
upon  Mount  Sion^  and  with  Him  a  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand^  having  the  Name  of  His  Faiher 
written  upon  (heir  foreheads  *. 

The  Seventh,  or  last.  Seal  is  now  opened ;  and 
how  different  are  its  contents  from  those  of  the 
other  Seals!  There  was  SUence  in  heaven^  about 
the  space  of  half  an  hour.  How  sublime  is  this  re- 
pose !  After  the  six  days'  toil  of  the  Church,  the 
peace  of  the  Eternal  Sabbath  begins ;  and  the  open- 
ing of  this  Seal  is  like  the  Sabbath-bell  of  Eternity. 
But  this  peace  is  as  yet  represented  only  by  Silence ; 
Silence  of  half  an  hour.  And  why  ?  Because  it  is 
not  to  be  described  now,  but  will  be  revealed  more 
fully  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Apocalypse  f.     The 


by  Anselmus  Havelbergensis,  a  Bishop  of  the  twelfUi  century, 
which  will  be  found  in  D'Achery's  Spicilegium,  vol.  i.  p.  161, 
from  which  extracts  are  inserted  in  Note  B,  in  vol.  ii.  of  these 
Lectures. 

♦  Rev.  xiv.  1. 

•f-  Victorinus  says  very  well,  ad  Apoc.  viii.  1.  Per  hoc  silen- 
dum  mediae  horse  significatur  initium  quietis  aterna,  sed  partem 
intellexit  quia  interrupto  silentio  earn  per  ordinera  repetit.  Nam 
si  esset  juge  silentium,  hie  finis  narrandi  fieret.  See  also  Aquinas- 
and  Bede,  p.  201. 

o2 
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writer  is  now  called  away,  to  prophesy  again.  He 
must  not  yet  dwell  on  the  joys  of  Heaven :  he  has 
other  prophecies  to  deliver  concerning  the  sufferings 
of  Earth.  He  must  not  yet  speak  of  Glory,  but  of 
Judgments.  He  is  snatched  away  by  the  Spirit  from 
the  Silence  of  the  Seventh  Seal,  to  listen  to  the  ter- 
rible blasts  of  the  Seven  Trumpets  *. 

Here  we  pause  for  the  present ;  and  we  only  add 
two  practical  reflections  on  the  Seals. 

In  the  First  Seal  we  saw  Our  Blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour  arrayed  as  a  mighty  Warrior,  crowned, 
riding  in  triumph  on  a  white  horse,  conquering  arid 
to  conquer.  Such  He  appeared  at  the  period  of  the 
First  Seal;  that  is,  in  the  primitive  age  of  Chris- 
tianity. And  if  now  we  turn  to  the  last  Vision 
of  earthly  things  at  the  dose  of  the  Apocalypse,  He 
there  re-appears  to  our  sight.  There  is  the  same 
white  horse;  the  same  Warrior.  /  saw  heaven 
opened;  and,  behold,  a  white  horse;  and  He  that 
sate  upon  him  was  called  Faithful  and  True,  and  in 
righteousness  He  doth  judge  and  make  war.  On  His 
head  were  many  crowns.    And  He  was  clothed  in  a 

*  I  insert  here  the  remarkable  Exposition  of  the  Seven  Seals, 
given  by  the  abbot  Joachim  (ad  Apocal.  p.  6)  in  the  beginning 
of  the  thirteenth  century.  Apertio  primi  sigilli  a  Resurrectione 
Domini  ad  obi  turn  Joannis  Evangelistae  :  secundiy  ex  eo  tempore 
ad  Constantinum  Magnum  :  tertii,  ex  eo  ad  Justinianum  :  qtiarti, 
ex  eo  ad  Karolum :  quinti,  ex  eo  ad  prsesentes  dies,  in  quibus, 
initiatft  apertione  sexti,  percutienda  est  nova  Babylon  ;  completa 
vero  apertione  sexta,  erit  sabbatum  Dei  sanctum. 
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vesture  dipped  in  bloody  and  His  name  is  called  The 
Word  of  God.  And  the  armies  which  were  in 
heaven  foUowed  Him  on  white  horses.  And  out  of 
His  mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword :  and  He  treadeth 
the  winepress  of  the  wraih  of  God  *. 

Behold  here  the  majesty  and  glory  of  Christ.  All 
earthly  powers  will  be  shaken ;  but  His  throne  is 
immoveable.  He  rides  on  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. All  worldly  things  will  pass  away ;  but  His 
years  will  notfail\.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  t/ester- 
dai/9  to  dat/y  and  for  ever  ^:. 

The  succeeding  Seals  display  to  us  Satan,  the 
enemy  of  Christ  and  His  Church.  Christ,  we  have 
seen,  is  ever  one  and  the  same.  He  is  ever  on  the 
white  horse;  ever  pure,  ever  true,  ever  victorious. 
But  Satan  changes  his  form  and  colour.  He  is  first 
terrible,  on  a  horse  of  blood,  and  brandishes  a  sword. 
He  next  appears  on  a  black  horse,  and  holds  a 
balance.  He  then  comes  forth  on  a  pale  horse,  with 
Death  and  Hell  {,  and  Hunger  and  Beasts  in  his  train. 
Christ  is  ever  the  same :  but  Satan  assumes  differ- 
ent shapes  and  colours,  and  has  different  weapons 
and  allies,  to  suit  the  temper  of  the  times.  When 
he  is  foiled  in  one  device,  he  resorts  to  another.  He 
knows  where  men  are  most  vulnerable,  and  assails 
them  accordingly :  and  so  it  will  ever  be  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 


♦  Rev.  xix.  11—14.  f  Psalm  cii.  7. 

X  Heb.  xiii.  8.  §  Or  the  Grave  rather ;  "Aidiyc* 
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But  now  look  at  the  end. 

The  day  will  at  length  come  when  dU  his  efforts 
will  be  defeated.  Look,  I  saj,  again  at  the  close  of 
the  Apocalypse.  He  Who  is  on  the  White  Horse 
has  subdued  tdl  His  enemies.  The  two  Beasts  \  the 
allies  of  Satan,  are  taken  by  Christ,  and  cast  alive 
into  the  lake  of  fire  f.  Deaih  and  Hell  are  cast  into 
the  lake  of  fire :  which  is  the  second  deeUh }.  And 
Satan  himself  is  cast  into  the  lake  offre^  to  be  tor^ 
mented  for  ever  and  ever  §. 

We  are  taught  by  these  Divine  Visions  how  His- 
tory ought  to  be  written,  and  how  it  ought  to  be 
read.  History  generally,  I  say,  and  not  only  Church 
History,  because,  as  our  Lord  says,  the  Field  is  the 
World  \l  that  is,  the  Church  is  uniyersal  in  time 
and  place,  and  whatever  concerns  the  World  con- 
cerns the  Church,  and  whatever  concerns  the  Church 
concerns  all  men. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  my  younger  brethren,  to  study 
History  accordingly.  Contemplate  its  events  not  only 
as  facts  teaching  civil  vdsdom,  but  regard  them  as 
St.  John  teaches  you  to  regard  them ;  that  is,  as 
the  workings  of  two  opposite  Powers,  the  power  of 
Christ  on  one  side,  and  the  power  of  Satan  on  the 
other.  Thus  the  earlier  Christian  Historians  treated 
them ;  and  here,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  their  great 

*  The  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet ;  that  is,  the  two  Beasts. 
See  Rev.  xiii.  1.  11. 

f  Rev.  xix.  20.  J  Rev.  xx.  14. 

(  Rev.  XX.  10.  II  Matth.  xiii.  38. 
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excellence.  They  looked  on  Persecution,  and  Heresy, 
and  Superstition,  and  Infidelity,  as  the  weapons  of 
Satan  against  Christ.  In  them  they  saw  the  Evil 
One  riding,  as  it  were,  on  the  red  horse,  and  the  black 
horse,  and  the  pale  horse,  against  Him  who  sitteth 
on  the  white  horse.  Do  you  likewise;  and  thus 
you  will  study  History  with  the  spirit  of  St.  John. 

Lastly:  to  whom  do  you  now  belong?  Whom 
are  you  following  ?  Him  Who  rideth  for  ever  on 
the  white  horse?  or  him  who  sitteth, now  on  the  red 
horse,  now  on  the  black,  now  on  the  pale  horse  ? 
Christ,  or  Satan?  Doubtless,  in  this  world  Satan 
has  strong  allies  and  terrible  weapons ;  the  sword, 
famine,  the  beasts,  the  grave.  But,  respice  Jinem. 
Have  your  eye  fixed  on  the  end.  Where  will  you 
be  hereafter?  With  those  who  follow  Christ  an 
white  horses?  or  with  the  Beasts^  the  Grave^  and  Satan^ 
who  will  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire^  which  is  the 
Second  Death  t 
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LECTURE    VII. 


Rev.  viii.  2. 


/  saw  the  Seven  Angels  which  stood  before  God ;  and  to  them  were 
given  Seven  Trumpets. 

We  proceed  now  from  the  Seven  Seals  to  the  Seven 
Trumpets. 

First,  Heaven  is  opened ;  the  heavenly  Temple  ap- 
pears like  that  on  Earth ;  the  prayers  of  the  Saints 
are  offered  in  a  Golden  Censer  hy  the  Great  High 
Priest  of  the  Church,  as  sweet-smelling  incense*, 
on  the  Golden  Altar  of  Incense,  in  the  Holy  Place 
before  the  Veil ;  and  the  fire  is  taken  from  the  cen- 
ser, and  cast  on  the  earth.  Thence  are  heard  Voices, 
and  Thunders,  and  Lightnings,  and  an  Earthquake. 
These  are    emblems    of   the    preaching    of    God's 

*  The  incense  of  perfume  (suflStus  aromatum :  see  Exod.  xxx. 
34 — 38.  XXV.  6.  xxxvii.  29.)  was  offered,  on  the  golden  altar  in 
the  Holy  Place  of  the  Temple,  by  the  Priests  twice  a  day,  and 
was  an  emblem  of  Prayer.  Ps.  cxli.  2.  Malachi  i.  11.  It  was 
composed  in  a  specific  manner,  and  kindled  with  fire  from  the 
great  brazen  altar  of  burnt  sacrifices  (altare  Holocaustorum), 
which  stood  in  the  outer  court. 
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Word,  which  is  dear  as  a  Voice,  loud  as  Thunder, 
quick  as  Lightning,  and  powerful  as  an  Earthquake. 

Then  the  Seven  Angels  prepare  to  sound :  and  so 
the  Voices  of  the  Trumpets  are  represented  as  en- 
suing from  the  prayers  of  the  Saints,  offered  by  Jesus 
CShrist,  and  from  the  preaching  of  His  Gospel.  Thus, 
whatever  their  sound  may  portend,  they  will  all  serve 
for  the  manifestation  of  the  greater  glory  of  God,  and 
for  the  final  good  of  His  Church. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  purport  of  the 
Seven  Trumpets,  and  how  do  they  differ  from  the 
Seven  Seals*? 

They  do  not,  I  believe,  differ  in  time.  They  do 
not,  I  conceive,  succeed  the  Seals ;  but  synchronize 
with  themf.  Not  that  the  periods  of  the  Seven 
Trumpets  correspond  to  the  periods  of  the  Seven 
Seals,  respectively ;  but  that  the  whole  period  of  the 

*  Per  Sigilla  (says  Aquinas,  ad  cap.  vi.)  signantur  septem 
occulta,  quae  erant  hominibus  ignota  de  septem  statibus  Eccle- 
sise.  Primum  de  primitivo  statu,  per  Chiistum  praedicantem : 
Secundum  de  persecutione  Ecclesise,  tempore  Martyrum  per  infi- 
deles :  Teriium  de  Ecclesise  persecutione  per  hsereticos  :  Quar- 
turn  de  persecutione  Ecclesiae  per  falsos  fratres.  Per  apertionem 
sigillorum  designatur  manifestatio  horum  occultorum.  Cf.  Bede, 
Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  vi.  In  primo  igitur  sigillo,  decus 
Ecclesise  primitivae.  In  sequentibus  tribus,  triforme  contra  earn 
bellum.  In  quinto,  gloriam  sub  hoc  bello  triumphatorum.  In 
sexto,  ilia  quae  ventura  sunt  tempore  Antichrist!,  et  paululum 
superioribus  recapitulatis.  In  septimo,  cernit  initium  quietis 
aetemae. 

t  Bede  ad  cap.  viii.  Nunc  recapitulat  ab  origine,  eadem  aliter 
dicturus. 
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Trumpets  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Seals.  Bat  they 
do  differ  in  kind.     Let  us  consider  how. 

Among  the  Israelites,  the  Trumpet  was  an  instru- 
ment serving  for  ecclesiastical,  dvil,  and  military 
purposes.  It  was  employed  to  convoke  the  People  * ; 
to  give  notice  of  the  commencement  of  the  march 
of  the  Tabernacle;  to  announce  the  New  Moons, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  solemn  Jubi- 
lees ;  to  give  warning  of  an  enemy's  approach,  and 
to  sound  the  alarm  of  war  f .  The  Law  was  given 
from  Sinai  with  the  voice  of  the  Trumpet  exceeding 
UmdX' 

Especially,  in  the  Seven  Trumpets  of  the  Apocor 
lypse^  there  appears  to  be  a  reference  to  the  history 
of  the  capture  of  that  great  City,  which  is  one  of  the 
scriptural  emblems  of  the  Antichristian  Power,  the 
city  of  Jericho ;  after  the  fall  of  which  the  People 
of  Israel  marched  victoriously  under  the  command 
of  Jesus,  the  son  of  Nun,  to  take  possession  of  Canaan, 
the  type  of  Heaven. 

According  to  God's  command,  Joshua  compassed 
the  city  of  Jericho  six  times  on  six  successive  days. 
First  went  the  armed  men,  then  seven  Priests  with 
seven  Trumpets  of  rami  homs^  then  came  the  Ark ; 
then  the  People  followed.  On  each  of  the  six  days 
the  Priests  blew  the  trumpets  once,  and  the  People 
were  silent.    But  on  the  seventh  day^  the  sefoen  Priests, 

*  Numbers  x.  1 — 10.  See  Pococke's  Works,  i.  256,  on  Joel 
ii.  and  Amos  iii.  6.  ed.  1740. 

f  Amos  iii.  6.  %  E)xod.  xix.  16.   xx.  18. 
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and  the  People  with  them,  compassed  the  city  seven 
times;  and  at  the  seventh  time,  when  the  Priests 
blew  the  Trumpets,  all  the  People  shouted  with  a 
great  shout ;  and  the  wall  of  the  city  fell  down  flat, 
and  the  people  went  up  and  took  the  city''^. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Jericho. 

This  History  illustrates  f  the  Apocalyptic  Vision 
of  the  Seven  Angels  and  Seven  Trumpets,  and  con* 
firms  the  belief  that  the  Six  Trumpets  announce 
successive  Judgments  of  God  on  the  walls  and  powers 
of  the  Jerichos  of  this  world  J;,  till  at  length  they 
will  all  fall  flat,  when  the  Lord  Himself  shall  descend 
from  heaven  with  a  shouts  with  the  voice  of  the  Arch" 
angel  and  the  Trump  ofGod§. 

Let  us  also  observe  that,  with  regard  to  Three  of 
these  Trumpets — ^the  last  three — ^it  is  expressly  said 
by  the  flying  Eagle  ||  in  mid-heaven,  that  they  are 
harbingers  of  Woe.     Woe^  woe^  woe^  to  the  dwellers 

*  Joshua  vi.  1 — 20. 

f  This  prophetic  character  of  the  fall  of  Jericho  was  perceived 
by  the  ancient  Interpreters.  See  Berengaudas  ad  Rev.  i.  15. 
Septiino  die  circumeuntibus  Sacerdotibus  cum  A  red  Jericho 
atque  vociferantibus,  muri  ceciderunt,  omnisque  populus  cum  rege 
suo  interfectuB  est,  quia  prcedicafUihus  in  fine  mundi  Prcedica- 
toribus  FeritatiSy  omnis  civitas  diaboli  destruetur.  Concerning 
the  other  references  in  the  Apocalypse  to  the  victories  of  Joshua, 
see  below,  Lecture  XIII.  Bede  ad  cap.  viii.  Ecclesia  gloriam 
saeculi  tubis  ccelestibus  quasi  muros  Hierieho  dejectura.  So 
Aquinas,  p.  223,  and  Joachim,  p.  123. 

X  2  Cor.  X.  4,  5.  $  1  Thess.  iv.  16.     1  Cur.  xv.  52. 

II  diTov  is  the  reading  of  the  most  MSS. 
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an  the  earth — that  is,  to  those  who  have  their  affec- 
tions set  on  earthly*  things — from  the  remaining 
Voices  of  the  trumpet  of  the  three  Angels^  who  are 
about  to  sound  \\ 

The  Trumpets,  then,  are  prophetic  of  Judgments 
from  Heaven  on  the  enemies  of  God  and  the  Truth. 

Thus  the  Trumpets  differ  from  the  Seals,  which 
contain  a  rapid  view  of  the  conflicts  and  sufferings  of 
the  Church. 

At  the  same  time,  we  must  carefully  remember 
that  the  Book  of  Revelation  is  not  a  Civil  History. 
And  the  Trumpets  are  not  to  be  expected  to  an- 
nounce political  events,  as  such.  They  are  the  Voice 
of  Angels  of  God  to  the  Church  of  God. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  Seven 
Epistles  speak  the  language  of  Correction ;  the  Seven 
Seals,  of  Consolation ;  the  Seven  Trumpets,  of  Com- 
mination ;  and  the  Seven  Vials,  of  Condemnation. 

What,  then,  do  the  several  Trumpets  portend  ? 

The  First  announces  a  judgment  upon  the  Earth ; 
that  is,  as  we  suppose,  on  those  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  It  announces  Hail,  Fire, 
and  Blood,  cast  upon  the  Earth ;  and  the  burning  of 
a  third  part  I,  that  is,  a  great  part,  of  the  Trees  and 
all  the  Green  grass. 

*  See  Rev.  iii.  10.  vi.  10.  xi.  10.  xii.  12.  xiii.  8  ;  and  the 
note  from  Lightfoot  in  p.  208. 

f  Rev.  vlii.  13. 

X  A  third  part :  i.  e.  a  large  portion.  See  Schoettgen,  Hor. 
Hebr.  p.  1115.  The  expression  occurs  often  in  the  Apocalypse. 
Cf.  viii.  7—12.    ix.  15.  18.    xii.  4. 
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It  appears  to  predict  the  woes  which  fell,  like  a 
storm  of  hail  and  fire,  on  the  Roman  Empire,  and 
afflicted  the  princely  oaks  and  cedars  of  that  proud 
Dynasty  *,  and  which  withered  up  its  pomp  and  glory 
like  green  grass  scorched  by  the  sun  f ,  in  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  centuries,  when  the  Empire  was  a 
prey  to  the  fire  and  sword  of  military  violence,  and 
torn  by  contending  factions,  and  gradually  approached 
its  dissolution.  Thus  the  judgments  of  the  First 
Trumpet  are  a  chastisement  on  Pagan  Rome  for  the 
woeis  she  inflicted  on  the  Church  in  the  Second  Seal. 

The  Second  Trumpet  follows  naturally  from  the 
first. 

It  also  concerns  the  Earth.  It  announces  the  up- 
rooting of  a  great  Mountain,  burning  with  fire ;  and 
its  projection  into  the  Sea. 

The  removal  of  a  volcanic  Mountain  X^  and  the 
casting  of  it  into  the  cold  and  floTfing  Ocean,  is  em- 
blematic of  the  convulsion  of  some  great  consuming 
Power,  which  appeared  to  be  firmly  fixed  on  a  solid 
basis ;  and  the  precipitation  of  it  into  another  very 
different  element^  one  of  fluidity  and  dissolution  {• 

*  Isa.  ii.  18.   X.  17,  18.  in  LXX. 

f  Isa.  xl.  6 — 8.     The  voice  saidy  Cry,     And  he  said.  What 

shall  I  cry  ?  All  flesh  is  grass.     The  grass  witherethj  the  flower 

fadeth :  because  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it :  surely  the 

people  is  grass.     The  grass  wither eth,  the  flower  fadeth :  hut  the 

Word  of  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever, 

X  See  Rev.  xvi.  20.     Matth.  xvii.  20.     Zech.  iv.  7. 

%  Psalm  xlvi.  2. 
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In  the  ancient  Scriptures  the  great  Empire  of 
Babylon  is  called  a  destroying  Mountain^  and  it  is 
threatened  with  removal  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah*; 
and  Babylon  in  the  Apocalypse  is  a  figure  of  Rome ; 
and  therefore  this  Vision  appears  to  represent  the 
subversion  and  dismemberment  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire by  the  Goths,  Vandals^  and  Huns,  and  its  de- 
composition or  melting  away  into  a  confused  Sea 
of  various  powers,  which  were  long  agitated  by  the 
winds  and  waves  of  tumultuous  vicissitudes  f . 

The  consequences  of  this  Mountain's  removal  into 
the  sea  are  thus  described  in  the  Second  Trumpet : — 

The  third  part  of  the  sea  became  blood :  and  the  third 
of  the  creatures  in  the  sea,  they  who  had  lifcy  died :  and 
the  third  of  the  ships  was  destroyed. 

The  dissolution  of  the  Roman  Empire  was  attended 
by  infinite  carnage.  So  &r  is  clear;  the  remaining 
words  are  less  so.  The  sense  of  them  is  spiritual. 
They  who  had  life,  is  rather  to  be  interpreted,  they 
who  clung  to  life,  they  who  preferred  it  to  Christ  |, 
they  died  spiritually. 

*  Jerem.  li.  25. 

f  Hence  in  Rev.  xiii.  the  Beast  is  said  to  ascend  from  the  Sea, 
X  TO,  ixoyra  if^x^^*  those  which,  in  our  Saviour's  words,  do 
not  lose  their  lifey  but  find,  save,  or  keep  it  (Matth.  z.  39. 
Luke  xvii.  33.  John  xii.  25) ;  which  have  a  name  to  live,  and 
are  dead :  the  word  Ixm  is  used  in  this  sense  of,  holding,  cling- 
ing to  tenaciously,  in  the  Apocalypse,  vi.  9.  xii.  17 ;  that  is, 
the  carnally-minded,  ol  tf/vxuco2,  as  opposed  to  the  spiritually- 
minded,  01  wyevfjiarucoL  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  xv.  44.  James  iii.  15. 
Jude  19,  ipvxtiroc,  irvivfAa  ^^  cx^'^^^«     '^^^^^  Judgment,  then,  is 
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The  Goths  and  Vandals,  we  must  remember,  were 
infected  with  the  Arian  heresy,  and  they  promul- 
gated it  with  the  sword,  and  thus  were  the  cause 
of  spiritual  death  to  thousands. 

And,  it  is  added,  a  third  part  of  the  ships  was 


The  word  here  used  in  the  original  for  ships  is 
not  the  common  vavc,  or  navisy  but  is  that  employed 
by  the  Evangelists,  describing  the  Apostolic  vessel, 
irXoroi;  *y  in  which  Christ  taught  And  here,  and  in 
two  other  places  of  the  Apocalypse,  this  word  shipSy 
by  a  natural  figure  appears  to  designate  Churches  f ; 
and  the  word  here  used  for  they  were  destroyedy  is 
that  commonly  employed  by  the  sacred  writers  to 
describe  heretical  corruption  %,  A  third  part  of  the 
ships  were  destroyed,  seems  therefore  to  signify  that 
many  of  the  Apostolic  Churches  were  corrupted  by 

for  animal  voluptuousness,  carnal-mindedness.  This  interpreta- 
tion is  confirmed  by  the  ancient  Expositors.  Hence  to,  tj^pvra, 
-^fvxaQy  who  are  neuter  animals,  i.  e.  not  worthy  of  the  name 
of  men,  are  contrasted  with  the  male  children  of  the  Church 
(Rev.  xii.  5);  such  as  ovk  ijydirriirav  niv  ^vx^^  avrwy  a-xpt 
Oavarav.  Rev.  xii.  11. 

•  Which  is  never  called  vavc.  Indeed,  I  believe,  the  word 
vavs  only  occurs  once  in  the  New  Testament,  Acts  xxvii.  41. 

f  wXola  Iv  ry  OaXaaetif  said  of  merchandise  of  spiritual 
things.  Rev.  xviii.  17 — 19.  So  "to  buy  and  selV  is  to  have 
spiritual  commerce  or  communion.  Rev.  xiii.  17. 

X  The  word  is  iufdapriy  which  is  specially  applied  to  false 
doctrine.  See  1  Tim.  vi.  5,  dvOpmiroi  Ste^OapfuPoi  roy  vovv.  See 
also  Rev.  xi.  18. 
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heresy,  which  we  know  to  have  been  the  conse- 
quence of  the  Gothic  and  Vandal  incursions  and 
persecutions  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  Roman 
Empire  * 

This  interpretation  is  confirmed  by  what  follows. 

The  Third  Angel  sounds ;  a  great  Star^  burning  like 
a  torch,  fells  from  heaven,  on  the  third  part  of  the 
rivers  and  fountains.  His  name  is  Wormwood^  and 
the  third  part  of  the  water  becomes  wormwood ;  and 
many  die,  from  the  waters,  because  they  were  made 
bitter. 

A  Stavy  in  the  language  of  the  Apocalypse,  is  a 
Minister  of  the  Church.  The  Seven  Stars  are  the 
Angels  of  the  Seven  Churches  \;  that  is,  chief  Minis- 
ters of  the  Seven  Churches.  Heaven :[:,  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, is  the  Church.  A  Falling  Star  §  is  therefore 
emblematic  of  a  false  Teacher.  He  is  here  said  to 
be  like  a  torch^  because  he  is  not  a  Star,  he  has  no 
heavenly  light  tn  himself;  he  smoulders  with  earthly 
smoke  and  furious  rage.     And  Wormwood,  which 

•  Under  Genseric,  a.d.  477,  and  Huneric,  a.d.  484,  and 
Thrasimund.  See  the  contemporary  History  of  Victor  Vitensis 
in  Ruinhart's  Historia  Persecut.  Vandal.  1694,  and  Vitringa 
Anacr.  p.  100. 

+  Rev.  i.  20. 

j;  Lightfoot,  ad  Rev.  xii.,  following  the  Ancient  Interpreters, 
says,  ** Heaverif  all  along  in  this  book,  is  the  Church;  the  inha- 
biters  of  the  Earth  are  the  worldly  ones." 

§  Such,  among  the  Jews,  was  Bar-Cochba,  son  of  a  star, 
A.D.  132,  the  Pseudo-Messiah,  called,  afler  his  failure,  filius 
mendacii. 
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is  very  bitter,  and  in  certain  cases  *  produces  con* 
vulsions,  delirium,  epilepsy,  and  death,  is  here,  as  in 
other  places  of  Scripture,  descriptive  of  false  doc^ 
trine  f . 

Take  heed^  says  Moses,  when  he  warns  the  Israel- 
ites against  corrupt  doctrines  and  practices,  kst  there 
should  be  among  you  a  root  that  beareth  gaU  and 
Wormwood  %.  And  so  God  says  by  Jeremiah :  Be^ 
cause  the  prophets  cause  My  people  to  err.  Behold,  I 
will  feed  them  with  Wormwood^.  He  wiU  choose 
their  delusions  |j,  and  punish  them  with  their  own 
devices.  And  St.  Paul,  in  the  same  spirit,  says.  Look 
diligently  lest  any  fail  of  the  grace  of  God;  lest  any 
root  of  bitterness,  springing  up,  trouble  you,  and 
thereby  many  be  defiled  ^'^^ 

The  effect  of  heretical  Wormwood  is  to  poison  the 
waters  of  life,  and  to  change  the  sweet  Siloas  of 
Scripture  into  deadly  Marahs,  and  to  destroy  the 
souls  of  men  with  bitter  streams  f  f . 

A  great  Star  fell  from  heaven,  and  became  Worm- 
wood ;  that  is,  one  who  was  set  by  God,  like  a  fixed 

*  Ad  vennes  expellendos  adhibitum.  See  Michaelis  Suppl. 
1453  ad  Deut.  xxix.  8. 

f  Haymo  in  loc.  Absinthiuni,  i.  e.  doctrina  haereticorum. — So 
Aquinas. 

X  Deut.  xxix.  18. 

§  Jer.  xxiii.  15.     See  also  Amos  v.  7.  vi.  12. 

II  Isa.  Ixvi.  4.  ••  Heb.  xii.  15.     See  also  Acts  viii.  23. 

f  f  Bede  ad  loc.  Tertia  tuba  designat  hsereticos  ecclesia  dece- 
dentes,  Sanctse  Scripturse  flumina  corrumpentes. 
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star,  in  the  clear  vault  of  the  Church*  to  give  light 
to  men,  fell  from  his  place,  and  became  a  wander- 
ing meteor,  to  which  is  reserved  the  blackness  of  dark' 
w^^^f ;  and  instead  of  guiding  the  Ships  of  the 
Churches  before-mentioned  over  the  Sea  of  the 
World  with  the  steady  light  of  true  doctrine,  he  fell 
into  the  rivers  and  wells  of  the  waters  of  Salvation, 
and  embittered  the  Scriptures  t  themselves  with 
heretical  interpretations,  and  destroyed  the  souls  of 
men  with  the  deadly  infusion. 

Hence  we  may  interpret  this  Vision. 

The  fall  of  great  Luminaries,  for  example,  of  an 
Arius  J,  a  Nertorius,  or  an  Eutyches,  and  other  Here- 
siarchs,  shooting  from  their  spheres  in  the  Church, 
and  infecting  the  wells  of  Salvation  vnth  pestilent 
heresies,  concerning  the  Person  and  Nature  of  the 

*  Lightfoot  ad  loc.  **  The  third  Trumpet  brings  the  Star 
•  Wormwood'  upon  the  rivers  and  fountains  of  Waters,  which 
seemeth  to  denote  the  grievous  heresies  that  should  be  in  the 
Church,  which  should  corrupt  and  embitter  the  pure  springs  of 
Scripture,  the  fountains  of  truth." — Anonym,  ap.  S.  Aug.  Haec 
Stella  corpus  est  multarum  atellarum  de  coelo,  id  est,  Ecclesid, 
cadentium.     So  Aquinas :  Stella  est  coetus  hsereticorum. 

f  Jude  13. 

;[;  Aquin.  p.  247,  in  fontes :  i.  e.  in  Evangelicam  et  Aposto- 
licam  et  Propheticam  doctrinam  quae  sunt  quasi  fons  et  origo 
fidei  et  morum  :  ftumina ;  Scripturarum  expositiones. 

§  Among  others,  Joachim,  p.  128,  (reverse,)  thus  interprets  it : 
"  In  diebus  Constantini  Arius  unus  de  magnis  lurain^ribus  coeli 
esse  putabatur.  Tertiam  aquanim  partem  infectt  Arius  et  vertit 
in  saporem  Absinthii,  quoniam  per  errorem  ejus  corrupti  fuere 
sacerdotes  et  Episcopi  adheerentes  sibi." 
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Son  of  God ;  the  defection  of  a  Donatus  *,  who  threw 
his  venom  into  the  baptismal  laver  of  Regeneration  f ; 
— this  is  what  is  predicted  by  the  lapse  of  the  great 
Star,  whose  name  was  Wormwood. 

Thus  we  are  tau^t  to  regard  Heresies  in  their 
true  light ;  that  is,  as  punishments  for  men's  sins ; 
and  grievous  punishments  they  are,  even  in  a  tem- 
poral sense,  as  was  seen  in  the  fury  of  the  Arian  X 
Vandals,  of  the  Asiatic  Monophysites,  of  the  African 
Circumcellions :  we  are  taught  also  to  view  them  as 
trials  of  our  faith,  hope,  and  love ;  and  so,  as  serving 
to  the  manifestation  of  God's  grace  and  glory,  and  to 
the  final  purification  of  His  Church.  There  mtist  be 
heresies,  says  the  Apostle,  that  they  which  are  ap- 
proved  may  be  made  manifest  among  you  §. 

Let  me  here  offer  a  remark  concerning  the  order 
of  these  trumpets — ^the  Second  and  Third. 

The  heresy  of  Arius  prevailed  before  the  capture 
of  Rome  by  the  Goths ;  and  it  might  therefore  be 
said,  that  this  heresy  could  not  be  the  subject  of  the 
Third  Trumpet,  if  the  capture  of  Rome  is  the  subject 
of  the  second. 

*  Auctor.  ap.  S.  Augustin.  in  loc.  Hoc  in  his  qui  rebapti- 
zantur  intelligi  potest. 

f  Titus  ill.  5. 

J  Joachim,  p.  129,  (reverse.)  "  The  Arians,'*  he  observes, 
**  betook  themselves  '  ad  persequendam  omnem  Catholicorum  £c- 
clesiam :  Perseveravit  autem  persecutio  Arianorum  usque  ad 
tempora  Saracenorum :  Propter  hoc  raultos  legimus  ab  Arianis 
Regibus  et  Episcopis  martyrio  coronatos.'  " 

5  1  Cor.  xi.  19. 
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But  the  same  method  which  St.  John  pursues  in 
the  Apocalypse  as  a  whole,  is  also  pursued  by  him 
in  the  subordinate  parts  of  it.  He  classifies  similar 
events  together ;  and  so  one  portion  of  his  prophecy 
overruns  another.  And  since  the  Arian  heresy,  and 
the  other  heresies  which  it  generated,  made  its  evils 
felt  for  many  generations  after  the  taking  of  Rome, 
therefore  it  is  placed  after  it. 

The  consequences  of  these  Heresies  appear  to  be 
further  portended  by  the  Fourth  Trumpet.  The  third 
part  of  the  sun,  we  read,  was  smitten^  the  third  part 
of  the  mooUy  and  the  third  part  of  the  stars.  Here  we 
see  errors,  confusions,  and  defections,  such  as  were 
prevalent  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  centuries. 

This  leads  us  to  another  Judgment.  The  Fifth 
Trumpet  sounds.  From  corrupt  Christianity  we  now 
pass  to  Apostasy.  The  Stars  of  felse  teaching  fell 
from  Heaven ;  but  we  now  see  an  emanation  from 
Hell.  Lucifer,  once  an  Angel  of  God*,  fell  from 
heaven.  He  unseals  the  bottomless  pit,  and  smoke 
issues  from  it,  and  a  cloud  of  Locusts  like  scorpions 
arises  from  the  smoke,  and  torment  those  who  have 
not  the  Seal  of  God  in  their  foreheads.  And  they 
have  breastplates  as  it  were  of  iron ;  and  the  sound  of 
their  wings  is  as  the  sound  of  chariots  of  many  horses 
running  to  battle  f . 

This  Vision   of  Locusts  J    is,  I  believe,  rightly 

♦  Isa.  xiv.  12.  f  Rev.  ix.  9. 

:|:  Some  interesting  infurmation  and  reflections  concerning  the 
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interpreted  as  representing  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  Arch-Impostor  of  Arabia  (a.d.  611);  and  the 
fierce  retribution  which  was  executed  by  God  through 
him  on  degenerate  and  idolatrous  nations.  Maho- 
metanism  was,  and  is,  a  scourge  on  the  world  for  its 
neglect  and  abuse  of  Christianity.  It  was  a  child  of 
hell ;  but  it  avenged  the  cause  of  Heaven.  But  it 
could  not  hurt  those  who  had  the  Seal  of  God  in  their 
foreheads.  Rather,  it  exercised  and  strengthened 
their  fiiith  and  courage,  and  quickened  their  vigil- 
ance. They  were  unhurt,  like  Job,  when  tempted  by 
Satan  * ;  and,  like  him,  they  desired  to  depart  rather 
than  to  live  on  earth  f .  Besides,  it  united  Christians 
together  %.  Heresies  and  Schisms  were  checked  by 
the  fear  of  Apostasy. 

The  next,  the  Sixth,  Trumpet  has  occasioned 
much  perplexity. 

A  voice  from  the  horns  of  the  altar  of  incense 
cries  to  the  sixth  Angela  who  has  the  sixth  Trumpet, 
Loose  the  four  Angels,  who  are  bound  at  the  great 
river,  the  river  Euphrates. 

Modem  Expositors  understand  by  these  Angels 
and  their  host,  some  great,  earthly,  powers, — Turkish, 

Locusts  of  Arabia,  regarded  as  '*  an  army  of  God,"  as  they  were 
called  by  Mahomet,  and  on  the  language  of  Scripture  concerning 
them,  will  be  foimd  in  Pococke*s  Works,  on  Joel,  c^ps.  i.  and  ii. 

♦  Job  i.  12.  ii.  6.  f  Job  iii.  21.  vi.  9. 

X  This  is  specially  true  of  Christians  in  Greece  and  Asia 
Minor,  in  which  a  spirit  of  religion  has  been  kept  alive  by 
Turkish  persecution. 
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Saracenic,  Oriental, — ^which  will  come  forth  from  the 
literal  river  Euphrates. 

I  am  bound  to  confess,  that  these  expositions  do 
not  appear  to  me  satis&ctory ;  and  I  must  crave  your 
indulgence,  while  I  declare  my  own  opinion  concern- 
ing this  Trumpet. 

Loose  the  fowr  Angels.  This  carries  us  back  to 
the  sixth  Seal,  where  we  have  already  seen  four 
Angels^  standing  at  the  four  comers  of  the  earthy 
having  power  to  hurt  the  earthy  the  sea^  and  the  trees^ 
holding  the  four  winds j  that  they  may  not  blow  upon 
the  earth.  And  an  Angel  cries  to  these^  Hurt  not  the 
earthy  nor  the  sea^  nor  the  trees^  till  we  have  sealed  the 
servants  of  our  God  in  their  foreheads  *.  And  they  are 
restrained,  till  the  Sealing  of  the  Saints  is  complete. 

These  four  Angels  are  now  described  as  bound — 
bound  at  the  great  river  Euphrates.  The  Euphrates 
is  the  river  of  Babylon;  and  Babylon  in  the  Apo- 
calypse is  always  used  in  a  figurative  sense :  it  de* 
signates  the  Gfreat  City,  eonceiliing  which  more  will 
be  said  hereafter  f  •  I  cannot  concur  with  those  In- 
terpreters who,  while  they  understand  Babylon  in  a 
tjrpical  sense,  interpret  the  river  of  Babylon  In  a  /efe- 
ral  sense.  Both  these  names,  Babylon  and  Euphrates^ 
must  be  regarded  as  figurative  f . 

These  four  Angels  then  are  bound  as  captives  in 

•  Rev.  vii.  1 — 3.  f  In  Lectures  XI.  and  XII. 

X  This  was  seen  by  the  ancient  interpreters,  e.  g.  Haymo : 
Euphrates,  fluvius  Babylonis,  potentia  secularis  intelligitur  ;  and 
Aquinas :  Dicitur  flumen  magnum  propter  multitudinem  scelerum. 
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the  Great  City ;  and  yet>  in  another  sense,  they  are 
not  bound;  for  they  are  said  to  stand  at  the  four 
comers  of  the  earth.     How  is  this  to  be  explained  ? 

NaturMy,  this  is  impossible :  and  these  pht/sical 
incompatibilities^  which  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
the  Apocalypse,  are  the  very  things,  which  are  de- 
signed to  show  us  the  need  of  spiritual  interpret- 
ations. 

To  be  brief,  I  believe,  that^  as  the  Four  Living 
Creatures  under  the  heavenly  throne  *  represent  the 
fourfold  Gospel  in  its  glorified  condition,  adoring 
God  in  heaven,  so  the  Four  Angels  represent  the 
Gospel f,  diffiised  to  the  Four  Winds  of  heaven; 
preached  in  the  Four  quarters  J  of  the  World.  And 
this  Gospel  is  free  as  air :  as  St.  Paul  says,  The 
Gospel  is  7iot  bound  ^. 

And  yet,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  Gospel  has  been 
bound,  bound  at  the  great  river  Euphrates ;  bound 
in  the  Great  City — the  mystical  Babylon — the  Church 
of  Rome :  for  that  great  City  has  put  fetters  upon  it ; 
it  has  chained  the  Word  of  God. 

These  four  Angels  are  loosed,  in  obedience  to  a 
voice  from  the  Altar  of  incense,  which  is  before  the 

♦  Rev.  iv.  6.     See  above,  Lecture  IV, 

"f  There  is  a  certain  ofioi^iayla  in  the  ritrirapeg  AyytXoi  and 
riatrapa  evayyeXia,  which  will  be  observed  by  the  Greek  reader. 

%  The  number  four  in  the  Apocalypse  expresses  universality 
of  extent  and  diffusion,  and  is  very  appropriate  to  the  Gospel. 
Rev.  vii.  1.  xx.  8. 

§  2  Tim.  ii.  9. 
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face  of  God ;  and  loosed  by  the  sixth  Angel,  an 
Angel  of  God. 

Thus  they  are  contrasted  with  the  Locusts  of  the 
preceding  Trumpet^  who  were  loosed  by  Satan  from 
the  bottomless  pit. 

Again:  This  Altar  of  incense,  from  which  the  voice 
issues,  had  been  kindled  with  incense,  which  are  the 
prayers  of  the  Saints  * ;  and  therefore  the  loosing 
of  the  four  Angels  is  represented  as  a  gracious 
answer  from  God  to  those  prayers. 

To  proceed :  These  Angels  are  said  to  be  pre- 
pared for  Uie  hourf,  the  day,  and  month,  and  year,  to 
destroy  the  third  part  of  men ;  that  is,  they  repre- 
sent the  Gospel,  which  is  prepared  for  the  hour  of 
retribution,  the  day  of  tvrath^  the  month  of  God's 
harvest,  the  year  of  His  visitation,  the  contest  of  the 
mystical  Armageddon,  when  the  ungodly  powers  of 
Earth  will  be  gathered  together  against  Christ,  and 
be  defeated  by  the  Word  of  God ;  and  for  the  Great 
Day,  when  all  will  be  judged  by  it. 

A  great  Army  is  with  them.  /  heard  their  number ; 
Two  hundred  thousand  thousand  of  horsemen ;  that 
is,  two  myriads  of  myriads.  This  extraordinary 
number  intimates  that  these  are  not  human  hosts, 
but  armies  of  God  I.     In  a  former  passage  of  the 

♦  Rev.  viii.  3 — 5. 

f  Not  "for  an  hour/'  as  in  the  authorized  version.  The 
reference  is  to  our  Lord's  words,  "  Of  that  day  and  that  hour 
knoweth  no  man/'  &c.   Matth.  xxiv.  36.  Mark  xiii.  32. 

X  Arethas  and  (Ecumenius,  p.  321,  p.  528,  (ed.  Cramer,)  state 
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Apocalypse,  we  read,  /  looked^  and  heard  the  voice  of 
many  Angels  round  about  the  throne^  and  their  number 
was  myriads  of  myriads  *.  And  Daniel  speaks  of 
the  same  number;  myriad-myriads  of  Angels f. 
And  the  Psalmist  says,  The  Chariots  of  God  are 
two  hundred  thousand  thousand  Angels  ^  (so  the  pas- 
sage ought  to  be  translated  §) ;  that  is,  the  same 
number  as  in  the  Vision  before  us.  And  Jude  says. 
The  Lord  cometh  with  myriads  ||  of  His  holy  Angels**. 

To  proceed :  Their  horses  have  breastplates  of  fire 
and  jacinth. 

The  colour  white^  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  restricted 
to  what  concerns  Chuist  ;  so  the  colour  jacinth^  or 
yiolet,  is  applied  in  Scripture  to  divine  things.  Thus, 
in  the  Old  Testament,  it  describes  the  colour  of  the 
curtains  of  the  Tabernacle,  and  of  the  Veil,  and  of 
the  High  Priest's  attire  ff .  And  in  the  Apocalypse 
jacinth  is  one  of  the  tweWe  jewels  of  the  heavenly 

the  exposition  which  interprets  these  four  Angels  as  Oecovc 
ayyeXovc,  Angels  of  God,  and  the  fivpiaSeg  fivptahwv,  as  the 
armies  of  God,  p.  321-3,  p.  528 ;  so  that  the  exposition  in  the 
text  cannot  be  charged  with  novelty. 

*  Rev.  V.  11.  In  ix.  16,  some  MSS.  omit  the  ^vo,  and  thus 
the  parallel  is  exact. 

f  fAvpiat  /ivpia3ec.    Dan.  vii.  10.  X  ^^^  Ixviii.  17. 

$  See  Vitringa,  p.  401.  "  Idem  plane  numerus  in  Ps.  Ixviii. 
iTy  qui  in  hoc  loco.*' 

II  Cf.  Heb.  xii.  22,  where  the  word  is  fivpiaaiy. 

**  Jude  14.  dyiitfv  dyyiXMy  is  the  reading  of  many  MSS. 

ff  Exod.  XXV. 4.  xxvi.  1.31.  36.  xxviii. and xxxix.  passim; 
xxxviii.  18.  23,  where  the  Hebrew  has  rO^TS 
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dty*.     Here  is  another  proof  that  these  Angels 
and  their  armies  are  divine. 

Again :  their  horses'  heads  are  said  to  be  like  lions'. 
In  the  Apocalypse,  Christ  is  said  to  be  the  Lion  of 
Ae  tribe  ofJudah  f,  and  to  utter  a  voice  as  the  Lion 
roareih  %. 

Further  we  read :  And  fronCthmr  mouths  po  forth 
fvre  and  smoke  and  brimstone ;  and  the  third  part  of 
men  are  killed  by  the  fire  and  smoke  and  brimstone 
which  goes  forth  from  their  mouth.  For  they  have 
power  in  their  mouth  and  their  tails ;  for  their  tails 
are  like  serpents^  and  they  hurt  §  with  them. 

How,  jou  will  afik,  can  this  be  true  of  the 
Word  of  God  ? 

In  reply,  let  us  remember,  that  the  Word  of  Grod 
is  a  savour  of  life  unto  life  to  those  who  receive  it ; 
but  it  is  also  a  savour  of  death  unto  death  to  all  who 
reject  it  ||.  Either  by  God's  grace  it  is  the  greatest 
blessing  which  we  can  receive ;  or  else,  by  our  sin  it 
becomes  our  greatest  bane.  As  the  rod  of  the  Jewish 
Lawgiver  became  a  serpent^  and  as  that  of  the  Priest 
also  became  a  serpent^  and  devoured  the  rods  of  the 
Magicians  *♦,  so  the  Word  of  God  recoils  with  deadly 
force  on  the  ungodly.    It  has  a  sting  for  the  wicked. 

•  Rev.  xxi.  20.  f  I^«v-  v.  5.  %  Rev.  x.  3. 

§  aBiKovai.  This  word  also  connects  these  four  Angels  with 
the  four  Angels  at  the  four  comers  of  the  earth,  in  the  Sixth 
Seal;  oTc  c3odi}  ^^nr^^ai  r^v  yfiv  .  ,  ,  fx^  &BiK^aiiT€  Tfiy 
yfjv  (Rev.  vii,  2,  3). 

II  2  Cor.  ii.  10.  •*  Exod.  iv.  4.  vii.  9—12. 
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The  sting  of  death  is  sin^  and  the  strength  of  sin  is 
the  Law  *.  If  I  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto  them, 
they  had  not  had  sin ;  but  now  they  have  no  dokefor 
their  sin.  I  came  not  to  send  Peace  on  earthy  but  a 
sword  \. 

Our  Blessed  Lord  Himself  seems  to  aathorize  this 
interpretation  of  the  Sixth  Trumpet,  a  Trumpet  of 
Woe.  He  uses  the  word  Woe :  He  represents  the 
Gospel  as  a  Woe  to  those  who  reject  it.  Woe  unto 
thee^  Chorazin !  Woe  unto  thee^  BeUisaida !  ItshaUbe 
more  tderablefor  Tyre  and  Sidon  than  for  t/ou.  And 
He  says  to  His  Apostles,  that  if  any  City  receive  not 
their  message,  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and 
Gomorrha  than  for  itX* 

This  Exposition  is  also  conjBrmed  by  the  Scripture 
expressions  which  describe  the  retributive  power 
and  punitive  office  of  God's  Word. 

He  shall  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  His  mouthy 
and  with  the  breath  of  His  lips  shall  He  slay  the 
wicked  §.  I  have  hewed  them  by  the  Prophets ;  I  have 
slain  them  by  the  words  of  My  Mouth  ||.  Behold^  I 
will  make  My  Words  in  thy  mouth  fire^  and  this  people 
wood,  and  it  shall  devour  them**.  Repent^  (says  Christ, 
in  the  Apocalypse,)  or  else  I  wiU  come  unto  thee 
quickly^  and  wiU  fight  against  them  with  the  Sword  of 
My  mouth  f  f .  Out  of  His  mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword^ 

•  1  Cor.  XV.  56. 

f  John  XV.  22.    Matth.  x.  34.     See  Rom.  iv.  16.  iii.  20. 
X  Luke  X.  11—14.     Matth.  xi.  21.  $  Isa.  xi.4. 

II  Ho8.  vi.  5.  ••  Jerem.  v.  14.  ++  Rev.  ii.  16. 
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that  with  it  He  should  smite  the  Nations*.  And, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  Beast  and  False  Prophet, 
The  remnant^  we  read,  were  slain  with  the  sword  of 
Him  that  sat  upon  the  horse^  which  sword  proceedeth 
out  of  His  mouth.  Out  of  His  mouth  goeih  a  sharp 
sword^  that  with  it  He  should  smite  the  Nations ;  and 
He  shall  rule  them  with  a  Rod  of  Iron  f . 

Such  is  the  language  of  Scripture  respecting  the 
Word  of  God. 

Let  us  recollect  also,  that  concerning  the  Deliyerj 
of  the  Law  it  is  said, — The  Lord  came  from  Sinai ; 
He  shined  forth  from  mount  Paran ;  and  He  came 
with  ten  thousands  of  Saints :  from  His  right  hand 
went  a  fiery  Law  for  them  %.  Such  was  His  Majesty 
in  the  Law ;  and  does  He  come  with  less  glory  in  the 
Gospel  §  ? 

In  further  proof  of  this  Exposition,  let  us  compare 
what  is  here  said  of  these  Four  Angels,  with  what  is 
afterwards  said  in  the  Apocalypse  of  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses; that  is,  of  the  Two  Testaments,  the  Law 
and  the  Gospel  ||. 

There  is  a  wonderful  resemblance.  Each  of  these 
Visions  illustrates  the  other. 

The  Two  Witnesses,  it  is  said,  torment  those  who 
dwell  on  the  earth  **,  and  have  power  to  shut  heaven^ 
and  to  turn  waters  into  bloody  and  to  smite  the  earth 


•  Rev.  xix.  21.  15.  f  Rev.  xix.  21. 

X  Deut  xxxiii.  2.  $  2  Cor.  iii.  9. 

11  Rev.  xi.  6—11.  ••  Rev.  xi.  10. 
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with  all  plagues  as  often  as  they  wiU*.  If  any  one 
injures  them,  it  is  said,  fre  comes  out  of  their  mouthy 
and  devours  their  enemies ;  and  if  any  one  hurts 
them,  he  must  be  so  destroyed  f . 

Similarly,  of  these  Four  Angels  and  their  host,  it 
is  now  said,  that^rc  comes  out  of  their  mouthy  and 
they  have  power  to  destroy  the  third  part  of  men  by 
their  plagues  t ;  and  the  rest  of  men  who  were  not 
destroyed  by  these  plagties  did  not  repent. 

Again :  the  Two  Witnesses  are  said  to  be  warred 
on  by  the  Beast,  and  to  lie  unburied  in  the  Great 
City, — ^that  is,  in  Babylon. 

Similarly  :  the  Four  Angels  are  here  represented 
as  bound,  imprisoned,  at  the  great  river  Euphrates — 
the  river  of  Babylon. 

Again :  the  Two  Witnesses  arise.  The  Spirit  of 
God  enters  into  them  ;  they  ascend  in  the  clouds  of 
Christ's  glory  to  heaven  J ;  their  foes  are  terrified ;  a 

*  Anonym,  ap.  S.  August,  in  loc.  Plagse,  quae  pro  contemptu 
Testamentorum  Dei  humanum  genus  affligunt. 

"{■  irvp  iKToptvETat  Ik  tov  arofiaros  ahrHy,  Rev.  ix.  17,  18. 
cf.  xi.  5  ; 

cLTOicTdyeiy,  and  avoKrelyeiy  irXiyyaic,  Rev.  ix.  15.  18.  20.  cf. 
xi.  5.  13. 

Such  are  the  expressions  applied  to  the  Witnesses  and  the 
Angels. 

];  This  word,  omitted  in  the  Authorized  Version,  is  found  in 
the  best  MSS.  in  cap.  ix.  18. 

$  Auctor  Anon.  ap.  S.  Aug.  in  loc.  Hoc  est  quod  Apostolus 
dixit,  (1  Thess.  iv.  16.)  Rapiemur  in  nuhihua  obviam  Christo. 
Ante  adventum  autem  Domini  nulli  hoc  posse  contingere  scriptum 
est.     Initium  Christus,  deinde    hi  qui  sunt  Christi   in  adventu 
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tenth  part  of  the  City  ialls ;  and  the  world  is  awed* 
and  gives  glory  to  God. 

Similarly:  the  Four  Angels  are  represented  a« 
accompanied  with  the  heavenly  host,  and  endued 
with  tremendous  power. 

Again :  the  preaching  of  the  Two  Witnesses  is 
expressly  called  the  Second  Woe  *• 

Andy  the  loosing  of  the  Four  Angels  is  also  called 
the  Second  Woe  f . 

Therefore,  we  conclude  that  the  preaching  of  the 
Two  Witnesses  and  the  loosing  of  the  Four  Angels 
are  figurative  emhlems  of  the  same  thing. 

And  this  is  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Second  Woe  is  the  eve  of  the  End.  And 
our  Lord  Himself  says,  This  Gospel  must  first  be 
preached  for  a  Witness  unto  aU  nations^  and  then  shall 
the  End  come  \.  Thus  He  connects  the  Gospel  with 
the  Witnesses;  and  with  the  End.  Christy  says 
St.  Paul,  wiU  consume  the  Man  of  Sin  with  t/ie  Spirit 
of  His  mouthy  and  destroy  Him  with  the  brightness  of 
His  coming  ^,  when  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed  with 
His  mighty  Angels  in  flaming  fire  ||.     A  fiery  stream. 

Ejus.  Unde  excluditur  omnis  suspicio  quorundam  qui  putant 
ho6  duos  Testes  duos  viros  esse. — A  very  important  and  neces- 
sary remark,  especially  for  all  who  imagine  the  two  Witnesses  to 
be  Enoch  and  Elias,  or  some  two  eminent  Reformers.  We  shall 
see  (in  Lecture  VIII.)  that  one  body  is  ascribed  to  the  two  Wit- 
nesses by  St.  John,  which  also  excludes  the  literal  interpretation. 

•  Rev.  xi.  14. 

+  Rev.  ix.  12.  X  Matth.  xxiv.  14.    Mark  xiii.  10. 

§  2  Thess.  ii.  8.  ||  2  Tbess.  i.  7,  8. 
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says  Daniel,  isstsed  forth  from  before  Him  ;  thousand 
thousands  ministered  unto  Him ;  and  I  beheld  tUl  the 
Beast  was  slain^  and  his  body  destroyed^  and  given  to 
the  burning fiame*. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  and  is  not  this  the  fact  ?  It  is 
not  the  sword  and  spearf  which  will  destroy  the  walls 
of  the  spiritual  Jericho :  it  is  the  breath  of  the  Gospel, 
and  the  shout  of  the  People  of  God,  They  will  be 
overthrown  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  ^:,  by  the 
ramshom  trumpets  of  the  Gospel ;  not  by  might  nor  by 
power,  but  by  My  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  §. 
Our  weapons  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty,  through  God, 
to  the  pulling  doum  of  strongholds  ||-  It  is  expressly 
said  of  Christ's  Saints,  They  overcame  by  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  by  the  Word  of  their  Testimony  **. 

Is  it  not,  also,  true  that  God,  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth, 
does  indeed  come  with  His  mighty  Angels,  in  His 
glorious  Gospel? — that  to  the  eye  of  fiiith  He  is 
there  seen  surrounded  with  myriads  of  Cherubim  and 
Seraphim ;  and  that  to  those  who  reject  His  Word 
Our  God  is  a  consuming  f re  ffl 

Is  it  not  also  true  that  even  now,  in  a  certain 
sense,  this  Apocalyptic  Vision  of  Christ  and  His 
Angel  Horsemen  has  begun  to  be  fulfilled  ? 

•  Dan.  vii.  10,11. 

f  Reges,  (says  Joachim,  p.  8,)  qui  venturi  sunt  auxUio  Bestiee, 
subjicientur  hand  dubium  superati  gladio  Christi,  non  tarn  ferri 
quam  Verbi. 

X  1  Cor.  i.  21. 

§  Zech.  iv.  6.  ||  2  Cor.  x.  4. 

•»  Rev.  xii.  11.  ft  Deut.  iv.  24.    Heb.  xii.  29. 
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The  temporal  power  of  Rome  has  been  weak- 
ened ;  and  so,  the  Scriptures,  which  were  enthralled 
by  her,  have  been  freed.  Thus,  the  Angels  have 
been  loosed  which  were  bound  at  the  nyer  Euphrates. 

Again :  the  Word  of  God  has  been  translated  into 
all  languages.  Thus  the  Angels  have  been  loosed.  By 
the  aid  of  Printing  they  have  been  multiplied  innu- 
merably. Thus,  also,  the  Angels  have  been  loosed.  The 
Scriptures,  in  swiftness  and  strength,  like  an  Army  of 
Horsemen,  are  now  sweeping  over  the  world.  Their 
sound  is  gone  forth  into  all  landsy  and  their  words 
unto  the  Ends  ofl^e  world*.  These  are  the  Chariots 
of  God's  Power.  This  is  His  Host.  Christ,  the  Word 
of  God,  is  with  them,  and  leads  them  on  to  Victory. 

Let  us  also  be  sure  that  this  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  is,  to  those  who  reject  or  despise  it,  a  terrible 
Woe. 

The  imagery  and  language  of  the  Apocalypse,  as 
we  have  said,  is  derived  from  that  of  the  Prophets 
of  the  Old  Testament ;  and  the  interpretation  now 
offered  of  the  Sixth  Trumpet  receives  light  from  a  very 
sublime  Vision  in  the  book  of  the  Prophet  Joel  f . 

This  Vision,  like  that  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  intro- 
duced with  the  sound  of  the  Trumpet. 

Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  says  the  Prophet ; 
sound  an  alarm  in  My  holy  mountain;  let  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  t  tremble^  for  the  day  of  lAe 
Lord  is  at  hand. 

Then  the  Lord's  army  is  revealed. 

•  Psalm  xix.  4. 

^  Joel  ii.  1 — 11.  J  01  KaroiKovvTiQ  t^v  yriy,  LXX. 
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A  fire  devoureth  before  themy  and  behind  them  the 
land  burnetii.  The  appearance  of  them  is  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  Horses^  and  as  Horsemen  shall  they  run. 

Like  the  noise  of  chariots  on  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains shaU  they  leap;  like  the  noise  of  a  flame  of  fire^ 
that  devoureth  the  stubbk^  as  a  strong  people  set  in 
battle  array. 

Their  power  and  prowess  is  thus  described.  Then 
it  is  added — 

And  the  Lord  shall  utter  His  voice  before  His 
army ;  for  His  camp  is  very  great ;  for  He  is  strong 
that  eseaiteth  His  Word ;  for  the  Day  of  the  Lord 
is  great  and  terrible^  and  who  can  abide  it? 

St.  John,  I  conceive,  refers  to  this  Vision ;  and 
there  are  some  remarkable  verbal  parallelisms,  as 
well  as  real  coincidences,  between  his  description 
and  that  of  the  Prophet  Joel,  especially  as  read  in 
the  Septuagint  Version  ♦. 

The  Prophet  Zechariah  also  represents  Angels, 
the  Ministers  of  Christ  f ,  as  Horsemen,  in  one  of 
his  first  Visions  t- 

And  the  Prophet  Habakkuk  exclaims.  Thou  didst 
ride,  0  Lord^  upon  Thine  Horses,  and  Thy  Chariots 
of  Salvation  §.     Thy  Bow  was  made  quite  naked,  even 

*  e.  g.  Joel  ii.  4,  BpaatQ  imrwy  4  Bimais  avrwv,  acat  wc  <inr£7c 
ovrwc  Kara^iit^ovrai.  Rev.  ix.  16,  17,  o  apcO/ioc  trrpaTiVfidTvy 
Tov  twviicou  ...  icai  ovrurc  elBoy  rovg  tinrovc  iv  tj  6pd<rtt. 

f  Vitringa,  p.  247.    Ubi  Equites  sunt  Angeli,  Christi  Ministri. 

X  Zech.  i.  8.  10,  and  Zech.  vi.  5—7. 

$  Hab.  iii.  8,9.  15,  ^  Ivwatria  trov  ^rripia. 
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Thjf  Word.  Thou  didst  walk  through  the  sea  with 
Thine  Horses,  through  the  heap  of  great  waters. 

The  interpretation,  now  proposed,  of  the  Sixth 
Trumpet^  or  Second  Woe,  is  also  remarkably  con- 
firmed by  other  passages  in  the  Apocalypse. 

In  the  first  Seal,  as  we  have  seen,  Christ  goes 
forth  as  a  Royal  Warrior  on  a  White  Horse,  con- 
quering  and  to  conquer  ♦  And,  just  before  the  final 
consummation.  One  like  the  Son  of  Man  is  displayed, 
having  on  His  head  a  golden  crown,  and  in  His  hand 
a  sharp  sickle  f .  Another  Angel  also  appears  with 
a  sickle ;  and  the  Earth  is  reaped ;  and  the  Vintage 
begins.  And  then  we  read, — The  Winepress  was 
trodden  without  the  city ;  and  blood  came  out  of  the 
Winepress,  even  unto  the  bridles  of  the  Horses  X. 

This  mention  of  Horses,  in  connexion  with  the 
Winepress,  seems  at  first  very  strange,  and  appears 
very  obscure ;  but  when  we  remember  the  Angels' 
Horses  of  the  Second  Woe,  it  becomes  clear. 

And  this  passage  of  the  Apocalypse  is  illustrated, 
also,  by  a  sublime  description  of  the  Prophet  Zecha- 
riah,  whom  St.  John  imitates  very  closely  in  the 
Revelation ;  or,  to  speak  more  truly,  both  were  filled 
with  the  same  Divine  Spirit. 

The  Prophet,  speaking  of  the  same  great  conflict 
as  St.  John,  when  the  power  of  Christ  shall  be 
revealed  as  that  of  a  mighty  Conqueror,  compares 
Him  to  a  Warrior  at  the  head  of  a  great  army ;  and 
speaks,  as  St  John  does,  of  the  bridles  of  the  Horses. 

*  Rev.  vi.  2.  t  Rev.  xiv.  14.  J  Rev.  xiv.  20. 
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In  that  day  shall  there  be  upon  the  bridles*  of  the 
Horses  Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

Again :  there  is  another  passage  still  later  in  the 
Apocalypse,  which  confirms  the  exposition  we  have 
given  of  the  Sixth  Trumpet.  /  saw  heaven  opened^ 
says  St.  John,  after  the  pouring  out  of  the  sixth  ViaL 
at  the  great  conflict  of  Armageddon,  and^  behold^  a 
White  Horsey  and  He  Who  sat  upon  it  is  called 
Faithful  and  True;  and  He  judges  and  wars  in 
righteousness ;  and  His  eyes  are  as  a  fame  of  fre, 
and  on  His  head  many  croums ;  and  He  has  a  name 
written  which  no  one  knows  but  Himself;  and  He  i^ 
clothed  with  a  robe  dipped  in  blood ;  and  His  name 
is  called  The  Wobd  of  God.  And  the  armies  in 
heaven  followed  Him  on  White  Horses ;  and  they 
were  clothed  tvith  linen^  white  and  pure.  And  from 
His  mouth  goeth  forth  a  sharp  sword,  that  with  it  He 
may  smite  the  Nations ;  and  He  will  nde  them  with 
a  rod  of  iron.  And  He  treads  the  Winepress  of  Gods 
wrath  f . 

Then  follows  the  destruction  of  the  Beast  and 
False  Prophet,  and  of  the  Powers  of  the  Earth  who 
had  been  gathered  together  against  Christ  J. 

All  these  descriptions  refer,  I  believe,  to  the  same 
period,  that  of  the  Sixth  Trumpet^  or  the  Second 
Woe. 

•  Zech.   xiv.   20,    ivl    rov   xaXivov   tov    twov  "Ayioy    Tf 
Kvp/y,  where  the  Hebrew  has  Hfb^  beUs. 
+  Rev.  xix.  11—15.   cp.  Rev.  xvi.  12—16. 
X  Rev.  xix.  19,  20. 

Q  2 
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Thus  we  see  Christ  is  represented  as  a  Mighty 
Warrior  riding  to  Victory,  and  His  Army  with  Him, 
mounted  on  horses,  an  innumerable  host ;  and  Christ, 
so  leading  them  to  the  conflict,  is  called  The  Word 
of  God. 

Therefore,  in  the  Vision  of  the  Victorious  Army 
of  Horsemen  revealed  at  the  Sixth  Trumpet^  we 
recognize  the  triumph  of  Christ  and  of  His  Word. 

All  these  testimonies  of  God  Himself  in  Scripture 
serve  to  inculcate  a  momentous  truth :  the  power 
and  majesty  of  His  Word ;  and  the  great  sin  and 
peril  of  despising  it. 

Therefore,  well  might  the  Sixth  Angel  take  up 
the  trumpet^  and  sound,  Woe  to  the  World,  Woe 
to  the  World,  because  of  offences!  Woe  to  the 
World,  for  its  neglect  of  the  Gospel !  O !  that  men 
would  hear  the  heavenly  blast  now  sounding  in  their 
ears  !  Nations  have  rejected  the  Gospel.  Senates 
have  trodden  it  under  foot.  Philosophers  have 
denied  its  inspiration.  Even  Churches  have  bound 
the  Angels,  and  killed  the  Witnesses.  And  yet 
the  Gospel  is  the  Voice  of  God.  The  Word  of  God 
is  the  Army  of  God.  Alas !  for  all  who  despise  it. 
Eternal  death  is  their  doom.  Listen  then  to  the 
Angelic  trumpet,  the  trump  of  Woe ;  for  the  Gospel 
will  judge  the  world.  When  the  Lord  descends  from 
heaven  with  a  shouty  mth  the  Voice  of  the  Archangel 
and  the  Trump  of  God  ♦,  then  the  Word  which  He  has 
spoken  in  the  Gospel^  the  same  will  judge  us  in  that  dat/f, 
*  1  Thess.  iv.  16.  f  John  xii.  48. 
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Rey.  X.  1,  2. 

/  saw  another  mighty  Angel  came  down  from  heaven,  clothed  with 
a  cloud :  and  a  rainbow  was  upon  his  head,  and  his  face  was  as 
it  were  the  sun,  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire.  And  he  had  in 
his  hand  a  little  book  open. 

The  divine  writer  of  the  Apocalypse,  having  arrived 
at  the  verge  of  the  final  consummation,  pauses  for  a 
time  after  the  Sixth  Trumpet ;  and  another  Vision 
is  presented  to  him,  which  places  him  again  at  an 
earlier  period  of  his  prophecy. 

He  has  described,  under  the  Sixth  Trumpet  *,  the 
loosing  of  the  Fom  Angels  which  were  bound  at^  the 
great  river  Euphrates ;  and  he  has  displayed  the  glo- 
rious triumph  of  their  innumerable  army. 

This  Vision,  as  was  stated  in  our  last  discourse, 
represents  the  free  progress,  tremendous  power,  and 
glorious  victory  of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  last 
times ;  and  the  great  sin  and  peril  of  despising  it. 

We  now  proceed  to  observe  that  the  Vision 
of  the  Four  Angels,  so  interpreted,  introduces,  in  a 

♦  Rev.  ix.  15.  t  «»^- 
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most  apt  and  beautiful  manner,  the  next  portion  of 
the  Apocalypse,  which  may  be  entitled  a  prophetic 
History  of  the  Word  of  God.  This  will  now  engage 
our  attention. 

St.  John  sees  a  mighty  Angel  ^^  clothed  with  the 
cloud  of  Divine  glory,  and  crowned  with  the  Rain- 
bow^ ^  the  emblem  of  Divine  mercy  and  justice  |.  His 
countenance  is  like  the  sun^  and  His  feet  as  columns 
offircy  for  strength.  He  holds  in  His  hand  a  smaU 
Roll  opened  § ;  and  He  places  His  right  foot  on  the 
sea^  and  his  left  on  the  landy  and  cries  witii  a  loud 
voice,  like  the  roaring  of  a  Lion.  At  His  cry,  The 
Seven  Thunders  utter  their  voices.  They  are  called 
the  Seven  Thunders  ||,  as  if  they  were  well  knovm. 
St.  John  was  about  to  write  what  they  had  said ;  but 
he  hears  a  Voice  from  heaven,  crying.  Seal  the  things 
which  the  Seven  Thunders  spake,  and  write  them 
not^'^. 

The  mighty  Angel  then  lifts  His  right  hand  to 
heaven,  and  swears,  by  the  Eternal  Creator,  that  there 


•  Rev.  X.  1. 

f  4  ^Ipcct  as  in  many  MSS.  the  article  is  intended  to  identify 
the  Angel  with  Him  on  the  Throne.     Rev.  iv.  3. 

X  See  above,  p.  114. 

§  /3cj3Xap/^u>v  kvi^yiuvov,  Rev.  x.  2. 

II  *AI  Inra  fipovral.  The  reason  of  the  article  (omitted  in 
the  Authorized  Version)  will  appear  from  what  will  be  now  said 
concerning  them. 

*♦  Rev.  X.  1 — 4.  Mcra  ravra  ypdyj/tiQ,  is  the  reading  of 
some  MSS.  approved  by  Venema,  De  Meth.  Proph.  273. 
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shall  be  no  subsequent  delay  *,  but  that  the  Mystery 
of  God,  which  He  had  preached  as  a  Gospel  f  to 
His  servants  the  Prophets,  shall  be  fulfilled  in  the 
days  of  the  Seventh  Angela  when  he  shall  sound  the 
Seventh  Trumpet 

The  Voice  from  heaven  then  commands  St.  John 
to  take  THE  OPENED  Roll.  St.  John  asks  the  Angel 
for  it.  Who  gives  it  to  him,  saying,  Take^  and  eat  it ; 
it  toiU  embitter  thy  belly ^  but  it  will  be  sweet  in  thy 
mouth.  And  so  it  was.  And  the  Angel  says, — Thou 
must  prophesy  again  before  many  Peoples^  and  Nations^ 
and  Tongues^  and  Kings. 

What  now,  it  may  be  asked,  is  this  Opened  RoU^ 
which  is  given  to  St  John  ? 

It  has  been  generally  regarded  by  modem  Expo- 
sitors, as  a  part  of  St.  John's  own  prophecy ;  and  as 
containing  the  predictions  which  follow,  and  so  as 
constituting  a  portion,  or  sequel,  of  the  sealed  Book, 
which  was  in  the  hand  of  the  Lamb  %. 

This  opinion  seems  liable  to  grave  objections.  The 
Little  Book  here  mentioned  is  opened^  and  not 
sealed,  and  therefore  does  not  refer  to  the  future^ 
but  to  the  past ;  and  it  is  wholly  distinct  from  the 
Sealed  Book,  in  form,  and  in  time  of  delivery. 

To  be  brief:  There  is  one  fact  which  ought  never 
to  be  absent  from   the  mind   of  the  reader  and 


*  XpoFOc  oifK  tarai  en.    Here  xp^^^^  i^  delay.     See  Light- 
foot  ad  loc.  and  Vitringa,  p.  434. 

t  €viiyyiXi9€.  X  ^^^-  ^i*  1*    Vitringa,  p.  426. 
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expositor  of  the  Apocalypse.  It  is  this.  That  St. 
John  was  specially  appointed  by  Christ  to  close 
the  Canon  of  the  New  Testament.  Here  we  have  a 
clue  to  the  right  interpretation  of  many  passages, 
which  would  otherwise  be  obscure ;  and  among  them 
to  the  present. 

The  true  meaning  of  the  little  opened  Book  is,  I 
believe,  to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  St.  John's 
office  in  completing  the  Canon  of  Holy  Scripture ;  and 
this  Vision  is  intended  to  give  Divine  sanction  to 
that  important  act,  and  to  assure  the  Church  that 
the  New  Testament  *  as  completed  and  sealed  by 
St.  John,  comes  from  the  hand  of  the  great  Angel  of 
the  Covenant,  Whose  countenance  is  ds  the  Sun\^ 
Whose  head  is  arched-over  by  the  Rainbow,  the 
emblem  of  Mercy  and  Justice,  and  Who  is  clothed 
in  the  cloud  \  of  heavenly  Majesty,  Who  treads  all 
Earthly  things  under  His  feet,  and  walks  on  the 
Waves,  and  rides  on  the  Storms  of  this  World ;  to 
Whom  All  Power  in  Heaven  and  Earth  is  given  J — 
Jesus  Christ. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  we  may  observe 
that  the  Book  is  not  sealed  as  a  prophetic  book,  but 
opened^  that  lie  may  run  that  reads  it  || — opened  in 
the  hand  of  Christ,  Who  said  to  His  Apostles,  Go 
ye  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 

*  Primasius  ad  loc.  In  hoc  libro  aperto  Novi  Testamenti 
revelata  claruisse  videtur  gratia. 

t  Rev.  i.  16.  X  Rev.  X.  1.  xiv.  14. 

§  Matth.  xxviii.  18.  ||  Hab.  ii.  2. 
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creature*.     Thus   the   Book    of   the  Gospel    was 
opened. 

Besides,  the  Gospel  is  opened  in  another  sense; 
because  what  was  hidden  in  the  Old  Testament  is 
revealed  in  the  New  f .  St.  John  himself,  in  another 
passage  of  the  Apocalypse,  represents  the  Gospel  as 
opened  to  the  eyes  of  all.  /  saw  an  Angel  fly  in  the 
midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach 
to  every  nation  t- 

Let  us  observe,  also,  the  opened  Book  is  in  the 
hand  of  Christ ;  and  it  is  called  /3ij3Aa()tScov.  And  the 
first  word  of  the  first  Gospel  is  0//3Aoc,  "The  Book 
of  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ  :**  and  the  New  Tes- 
tament is  a  /3cj3AapiScov,  or  Lesser  Book,  as  compared 
with  the  j3c|3X(ov,  Bible,  or  Book ;  the  name  with 
which  the  Old  Testament  was  designated  by  the 
Jews  §y  as  the  whole  Scripture  is  by  us. 

When  Christ,  Who  is  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  II,  the  Divine  Ariel,  has  uttered  His  Voice, 


*  Mark  xvi.  15. 

-f*  Some  of  the  older  Interpreters,  though  not  referring  to 
St.  John's  office  in  sealing  the  New  Testament  Canon,  yet  ex- 
pound the  Opened  Book  as  Scripture.  Thus  Aquinas,  p.  299 : 
Librum  Apertum ;  id  est  Scripturam,  librum  in  quo  legitur  quic- 
quid  est  salutis  ;  et  est  Liber  apertusy  quia  Ipse  Dominus  prae- 
dicando  populo  manifestavU  secreta  mysteria  Scripturae  :  suis 
documends  aperuit  Discipulis  Scripturam,  et  per  Eos  aliis. 

X  Rev.  xiv.  6. 

§     ti^y^t  a  Roll.     See  Hottinger,  Thesaurus,  p.  99. 

II  Rev.  V.  5. 
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then,  we  read,  the  Seven  Thunders  uttered  their  Voices; 
that  is,  their  Voices  are  here  represented  as  derived 
from  Christ,  Who  is  the  Word  of  God. 

As  the  Prophet  Amos  sajs,  The  Lion  hath 
roared^  who  mU  not  fear  ?  the  Lord  God  hath  spoken, 
who  can  but  prophesy  *  f 

Here  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  Our  Blessed 
Lord,  Who  is  represented  in  the  Apocalypse  as  a 
Lamb  f,  is  also  described  as  a  Lion  I.  That  is,  He 
is  not  only  innocent  and  gentle,  but  He  is  also  strong 
and  terrible.  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  many 
among  us  are  apt  to  forget  this.  Many  dwell  on  the 
promises,  but  overlook  the  terrors,  of  the  Gospel. 
They  cheer  themselves  with  the  sunshine  of  CShrist's 
mercy,  but  will  not  hear  the  thunders  of  His  judg- 
ment. They  rejoice  in  His  amazing  Love,  but 
tremble  not  at  His  awful  Majesty.  Hence  they  are 
betrayed  into  irreverent  and  profane  familiarity  with 
His  Holy  Name.  They  presume  on  the  gentleness 
of  the  Lamb.     Let  them  fear  the  wrath  of  the  Lion. 

This  is  one  important  warning  to  be  derived  from 
this  Divine  Vision.    To  return, — 

It  may  now  be  asked.  What  are  the  Seven 
Thunders?     How  do  they   find   a   place  here,   in 

*  Chap.  ill.  8.  See  also  Hosea  xi.  10,  and  Pococke's  notes  on 
that  passage,  Works,  it.  p.  543 :  "  Christ's  roaring  as  a  Lion, 
what  is  it,  but  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  ?  " 

f  Rev.  V.  6.  8.  12,  13.  vi.  1.  16.  vii.  9 ;  and  in  twenty-one 
other  places  of  the  Revelation. 

J  Rev.  V.  5.  X.  3. 
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connexion  with  the  Open  Book  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament? 

Observe  here,  the  thunders  speak*:  they  articu- 
late ;  and  the  word  Thunder,  or  the  Voice  of  God  f  , 
is^  in  the  Apocalypse,  a  symbol  of  Evangelic  and 
Apostolic  Teaching,  derived  from  God  Himself.  Our 
Lord  Himself  gave  this  interpretation  of  the  Word, 
when  He  called  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist  St.  John, 
a  Son  of  Thunder^.  I  conceive,  therefore,  that  the 
Seven  Thunders  here  represent  the  Seven  Apostolic 
and  Evangelical  Writers  of  the  New  Testament; 
St.  John's  predecessors  in  writing ;  namely,  St.  Mat- 
thew, St.  Mark,  St.  Luke,  St.  Paul,  St.  James,  St. 
Peter,  and  St.  Jude  §. 

These  seven  derive  their  Voice  from  Christ;  they 


*  Rev.  X.  3,  4.  iXdXritrav  ^utvdg. 

f  Hebndcum  7\[>  Vox,  saepe  est  Tonitru.  RosenmuUer  ad 
Rev.  iv.  5.  Out  of  the  Throne  of  God  proceeded  Thunders,  and 
Lightnings,  and  Voices. 

X  Mark  iii.  17.     See  Lampe  in  Joann.  i.  p.  24. 

§  This  interpretation  is  quite  consistent  with  what  will  be  said 
below  (Lect.  IX.)  concerning  the  number  Seven,  as  employed  in 
the  Apocalypse.  Seven  is  used  indefinitely,  with  respect  to  the 
future,  but  not  to  the  present  or  past.  It  is  definite,  historically ; 
indefinite,  prophetically.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  For 
example,  it  was  very  necessary  that  the  Church  should  know  that 
the  Canon  of  the  Scripture  of  the  New  Testament  is  composed 
of  the  writings  of  seven  persons,  and  sealed  by  the  eighth ;  here, 
then.  Seven  is  definite.  But  it  was  not  necessary  for  her  to  know 
how  many  Churches  would  constitute  the  Catholic  Church  ;  there, 
then,  Seven  is  indefinite. 
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speak  from  Him.  The  Seven  Thunders  are  the  Voice 
of  God*. 

In  the  present  Vision,  St.  John  is  commanded — 
not  to  write  the  same  things  as  the  Seven — ^but  to 
seal  what  they  had  written.  And  this  he  did  in  fiawt. 
St.  John,  both  as  an  Evangelist  and  Apostle,  refrains 
from  repeating  what  his  predecessors  had  said.  He 
had  another  office,  that  of  supplying  what  they 
omitted,  and  of  sealing  what  they  wrote f. 

The  expression  to  sealy  in  Scripture  language,  sig- 
nifies to  make  an  end  of,  to  fulfil,  to  complete,  to 
secure,  to  appropriate,  and  to  declare  an  appropri- 
ation, to  avouch,  to  confirm.  Thus,  twice  in  the  same 
verse  of  the  Prophet  Daniel  ^ — Seventy  weeks  are 
appointed  to  seal  up  sins,  and  to  seal  up  prophecy^  and 
to  anoint  the  most  Holy.  The  Jews  sealed  the  stone 
of  the  sepulchre  to  make  it  sure§.  Him  God  the 
Father  has  sealed,  says  Christ  of  Himself  || :  He  that 
receiveth  His  testimony  has  set  to  his  seal  that  God 
is  true  **.  The  Saints  in  the  Apocalypse  are  said 
to  be  sealed  f f  with  the  seal  of  God  on  their  fore- 
heads ift. 

The  Prophet  Malachi,  the  last  writer  of  the  Old 

*  Haymo  ad  loc.  Clamavit  Leo  primus,  deinde  Tonitrua  locuta 
sunt :  id  est,  prius  prsdicavit  Christus,  deinde  Apostoli. 
f  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  XL  p.  285. 
'I  See  Lowth,  Daniel  ix.  24. 
§  Matt,  xxvii.  66.    See  also  Rev.  xx.  3. 
II  John  vi.  27.  ••  John  iii.  33. 

tt  Cf.  Ezek.  ix.  4.    Hagg.  ii.  23.  J+  Rev.  vii.  8. 
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Testament,  is  called  by  the  Jews  its  Seal,  And 
St.  John  is  the  Seal  of  the  New*.  His  Gospel  is  the 
Seal  of  the  Evangelical,  his  Apocalypse  is  the  Seal  of 
the  Apostolical,  Canon.  Hence  the  concluding  words 
of  his  Gospel,  and  of  his  Apocalypse,  have  one  and 
the  same  final  and  valedictory  f  character.  This  act 
of  sealing  is  here  represented  as  done  by  divine 
command :  /  heard  a  Voice  from  Heaven^  saying  to 
tncy  (says  St.  John,)  Seal  what  the  Seven  Thunders  have 
spoken.  Therefore,  by  these  words,  Almighty  God 
sets  His  own  Seal  to  the  New  Testament  by  the  hand 
of  St.  John :  He  says  to  St.  John,  Bind  up  the  Testi- 
mony;  Seal  the  Law  among  My  Disciples^:  and 
what  we  receive  from  St  John,  we  receive  fit)m  God. 

This  is  a  most  important  result. 

To  proceed.  St.  John  is  commanded  to  take  and 
eat  the  Roll. 

What  does  this  signify? 

It  means,  that  he  must  make  it  his  own,  and  incor- 
porate it.  Just  as  St  Peter  is  commanded  to  arise, 
kill,  and  eat  the  animals,  which  he  had  regarded  as 
unclean  ^,  let  down  in  a  vessel  from  Heaven,  and  thus 
to  incorporate  those  symbols  of  Gentilism  with  him- 
self the  Apostle  of  the  Jews,  and  to  declare  their  union 

•  See  above,  p.  111. 

f  See  John  xx.  30,  31.  xxi.  24,25.  Rev.  xxii.  17 — 21. 
Cf.  Lampe,  Proleg.  in  Joan.  i.  v.  $§  xiii.  xiy. 

\  Isa.  viii.  16,  LXX.  T6Tt  ^ai^epol  taoyrai  o\  ai^payiivfxu'oi 
toy  No/iov. 

§  Actsx.  13—15. 
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in  Christ,  so  St.  John  must  take  and  eat  the  book.  This 
he  did,  by  publicly  adopting  and  authenticating  what 
had  been  written  by  the  preceding  Apostles  and 
Evangelists,  and  by  adding  his  own  Gospel,  Epistles, 
and  Apocalypse,  to  give  fiiU  stature  and  complete 
organization  to  the  sacred  body  of  Apostolic  and 
Evangelical  Teaching  *. 

This  Book  is  represented  as  sweet  in  his  mouth  as 
honey :  for,  as  the  Psalmist  says,  0  how  sweet  are  Thy 
Words  unto  my  throat !  yea^  sweeter  than  honey  unto 
my  month  f !  But  it  embitters  his  belly.  The  word 
rendered  beUy  is  icoiXcat,  that  is,  the  natural  man.  The 
preaching  of  God's  Word  to  a  thankless  world  will 
bring  sorrow  with  it  to  the  natural  man.  As  Ezekiel 
says  in  the  parallel  passage  to  that  now  before  us — 
they  to  whom  the  message  is  to  be  delivered  are  a 
rebellious  house ;  or,  as  the  Septuagint  thrice  repeats 
the  expression,  an  embitterinff  house  § :  and  St.  John 
himself  explains  this  phrase,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Apocalypse,  by  showing  that  the  preaching  of  the 

*  See  ''Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect  VI.  and  Lampe  ad 
Joann.  i.  p.  80 :  Apparet  Joannem  praecedentia  Evangelia  in- 
spexisse,  et  ab  lis  quae  jam  perscripta  in  illis  essent  studios^ 
abstinuUse, 

f  Psalm  cxix.  108. 

%  KoiKia,  as  opposed  in  Scripture  to  the  Spirit  See  Rom.  xvi. 
18.  1  Cor.  vi.  13.  Phil.  iii.  19. — Aquinas  well  says,  ad  loc. 
Amaricabit  ventrem  tuum,  id  est,  camem  infirmam ;  molliorem 
partem  corporis.  See  Jerem.  tv.  18,  19j  ij  Kada  erov  wucpd  .... 
rily  KoiXlay,  rriv  KotXlay  fiov  iLkyw, 

§  oIko^  vapamKpaivwv,  Ezek.  iii.  9.  26,  27. 
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Word  was  the  cause  of  bitterness  to  himself.  /  Johrky 
(he  says,)  who  am  also  your  brother,  and  companion 
in  tribulation^  and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of 
Jesus  Christy  was  in  the  isle  that  is  called  Patmos  (an 
exile  and  a  prisoner),  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ  Thus  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  was  made  bitter  to  his  flesh  and  blood. 

This  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  the  opened 
Book,  and  of  the  Seven  Thunders,  is  confirmed  by 
what  follows ;  and  this  Vision  serves,  when  so  ex- 
plained, as  an  introduction  to  St.  John's  Prophetic 
History  of  Holy  Scripture. 

We  are  now  also  enabled  to  perceive  the  con- 
nexion of  this  Vision  with  the  preceding  one — the 
loosing  of  the  four  Angels.  That  event  prefigures 
the  triumphs  of  the  Gospel.  It  naturally  introduces 
the  History  of  the  Gospel,  represented  by  the  Open 
Book :  and  we  shall  now  see  that  this  Vision,  in  its 
turn,  naturally  leads  to  what  follows.  Thus  these 
Visions  serve  to  show  that  the  Apocalypse  is  com- 
posed with  systematic  exactness,  and  that  a  beautiful 
harmony  pervades  the  whole. 

Let  us  see  how  this  appears.  The  next  Vision  is 
thus  described:  A  measuring  Reed*,  like  unto  a  RoDf, 
is  placed  in  St  John's  hand ;  and  he  is  commanded  to 
measure  with  it  the  sanctuary  of  God\y  and  the  altar, 
and  those  who  worship  there.  He  must  not  measure  the 
outer  court,  but  omit  it;  for  it  is  given  to  the  Gentiles, 

•  KoXaiMO^y  cap.  xi.  1.  -f-  pafl^Q.  J  radc. 
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who  (it  is  added)  will  tread*  the  holy  city  for  forty-two 
months.  And  I  tvill  give  power  to  my  Two  Witnesses, 
(it  is  said,)  and  they  shall  prophesy  (that  is,  preach) 
OTie  thousand  two  hundred  and  dwty  days,  clothed 
in  sackcloth.  And  then  it  is  added :  These  are  the 
Two  Olive  Trees,  and  the  Two  Candlesticks  which 
stand  before  the  God  of  the  Earth. 

We  have  spoken  of  this  Vision  on  a  former  occa- 
sion f .  Our  present  purpose  is  to  present  a  synoptical 
view  of  the  Apocalypse ;  and  therefore,  referring  to 
what  has  been  said  before,  for  the  grounds  of  our 
Interpretation,  we  proceed  to  state  briefly  the  Expo- 
sition. 

The  Reed — ^the  Hebrew  Koneh,  a  reed,  whence 
the  word  Canon  is  derived — ^is  an  emblem  of  the 
Canon— or  Rule— of  Holy  Scripture,  completed  and 
sealed  by  St.  John.  This  Reed  is  said  to  be  like 
unto  a  Rod  ;  the  Rod  of  iron  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  Apocalypse  X*  That  is,  Scripture,  though  it 
measures  as  a  Reed,  yet  is  not  frail  and  quivering 


*  Not  tread  under  foot,  as  in  the  Authorized  Version,  but  walk 
in;  that  is,  be  members  of  the  Visible  Church.  The  phrase  is 
from  the  LXX  Version  of  Isaiah  i.  12,  tic  eUHirriere  ravra 
€K  Twtf  x^^9^^  vfiiHy,  irarciv  rfjv  avXi^v  Mov ;  cf.  Luke  xxi.  24, 
where  'UpovaaXjjfjL  has  a  spiritual,  as  well  as  a  literal  sense,  and 
signifies  that  the  Church  will  be  **  a  mixed  company,*'  a  floor 
covered  with  chaff  and  wheat,  tiU  the  time  of  the  final  win- 
nowing ;  a  field,  in  which  are  wheat  and  tares,  till  the  Harvest. 

t  See  above,  Lecture  IIL  p.  124. 

X  Chap.  ii.  27.  xii.  5.  xix.  15. 
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as  a  reed.  It  is  not,  as  some  Romish  writers  *  have 
ventured  to  call  it,  "a  Lesbian  rule,"  or  "rule  of  lead." 
No,  it  is  a  Rod  of  iron  f ,  which  cannot  be  bent  or 
broken,  but  will  break  all  its  foes  in  pieces,  like  a  pot- 
ter's vessel.  With  it  St.  John  is  commanded  to  mea^ 
sure  the  Sanctuary  and  the  Altar,  and  those  who  wor- 
ship there.  Properly  speaking,  the  Reed  itself  gives 
the  command.  The  original  words  are  f,  A  reed  was 
given  me  saying^  Rise^  and  measure  the  Sanctuary. 
The  Reed  speaks.  It  is  inspired.  The  Spirit  is  in 
it.  It  is  the  Word  of  God.  And  it  measures  the 
Church :  that  \%  the  Canon  of  Scripture  is  the  Rule 
of  Faith. 

The  outer  Court  and  Holy  City  is  given  to  the 
Gentiles^  and  is  not  to  be  measured,  but  to  be  cast 
out.     Here,  we  must  observe,  that>  as  the  word  Jew 

*  Albert  Pighius  and  others,  quoted  in  "  Sequel  to  Letters  on 
the  Church  of  Rome,"  Letter  IV.  p.  84. 

f  Haymo  ad  loc.  In  Virgfi  rectitudo  Scripturse  intelligitur. — 
Berengaudus  ad  Rev.  ii.  27.  Virga  ferrea  Evan^elium  figurat 
quk  omnis  error  destructus  est 

X  Rev.  xi.  1.  i^6dti  fioi  JcaXa/ioc  \iyiav  is  the  reading  of  the 
best  MSS.  There  are  many  such  expressions  in  the  Apocalypse. 
They  have,  by  some,  been  called  barbarisms !  But  they  are 
above  Tulea: — theirs  is  the  Grammar  of  Inspiration. — What  can 
be  more  sublime  than  the  phrase  &ir6  rod  6  &y  rat  6  Ijy  koi  6 
ipxofuvoti  (Rev.  i.  4,)  showing  the  unchangeableness — the  in- 
declinability — of  the  Deity?  This  is  observed  by  Arethas. 
Wherever  the  reader  meets  in  the  Apocalypse  with  a  phrase 
which  seems  a  solecism,  let  him  take  it  for  granted,  that  it  con- 
tains some  great  and  solemn  truths,  and  that  the  singularity  of 
the  phrase  is  designed  to  call  his  attention  to  them. 
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in  the  Apocalypse  is  never  to  be  interpreted  literally, 
but  always  figuratively;  that  is,  it  signifies  a  true 
Confessor  *  of  the  Faith,  one  who  is  a  Jew  inwardly  f , 
an  Israelite  indeed^  in  whom  there  is  no  guile  t,  a  sin- 
cere Christian ;  so  the  word  Gentile  §  is  to  be  under- 
stood in  a  figurative  sense,  as  a  nominal  Christian — 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  wordy  but  not 
in  deed.  This  Vision,  then,  represents  a  mixed  and 
corrupt  state  of  the  Visible  Church  on  earth:  it 
leads  us  to  expect,  what  we  see,  that  some  parts  of 
the  field  of  the  Church  will  be  overgrown  with  tares 
— some  parts  of  its  floor  be  nearly  covered  with  chafi! 

But  it  also  teaches  us,  that  a  separation  of  the 
grain  and  chaff  will  one  day  be  made.  And  how  will 
it  be  effected  ||?  By  the  Word  of  God.  The  Reed 
of  Scripture  measures  the  Church.  Scripture  is 
the  fan  by  which  Christ  will  throughly  purge  His 
floor**.  His  own  Words  will  be  like  Angels,  by 
which  He  will  separate  the  Tares  from  the  Wheat 
at  the  Day  of  Harvest  ff . 

Let  us  pause  here  to  observe,  that  at  first  sight  the 
transition  from  the  four  Angels  bound  at  the  Eu- 

•  See  Vitringa,  Anacr.  p.  79.  137.  803.  451.  454. 

f  Rom.  ii.  29.  J  John  i.  47. 

§  See  Heidegger,  Myster.  Bab.  ii.  90.  tSyri  sunt  Christiani 
^v^frof,  hypocritae,  zizania. 

II  Bede  ad  loc.  Hi  qui  nomine  tenus  Ecclesiae  junguntur,  et 
necaltari  nee  Sanctis  sanctorum  appropinquantt  &reffuld  Evangelii 
projecd  gendbus  sociantur.  Omnia  enim  gloria  filuB  Regum  ah 
iniua,  Ps.  xlv.  14. 

••  Matth.  iii.  12.  Luke  iii.  17.  ft  Matdi.  xiii.  41. 
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phrat^  to  the  Open  Book,  seemed  abrupt  And 
what  connexion,  we  were  tempted  to  ask,  could  the 
Open  Book  have  with  the  Seven  Thunders,  and  they 
with  the  .Reed?  We  have  now  endeavoured  to 
show  that  all  these  transitions  are  very  natural.  One 
of  these  emblems  suggests  the  others.  The  loosing 
of  the  Gospel  introduced  the  History  of  the  Gospel. 
The  Gospel  is  a  Book  open  to  all ;  and  the  words  of 
the  Seven  Thunders,  who  sound  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, were  sealed  by  Christ  through  St.  John.  It 
was  placed  in  his  hands.  The  Word  of  God  so 
sealed  is  the  Rule  of  Faith — ^it  is  the  measuring 
Reed  of  the  Church. 

We  now  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  same  Word 
of  God,  which  is  the  Rule  of  Faith  and  the  Rod  of 
His  Power,  is  the  Testimony  of  God  to  the  World 
in  the  Two  Testaments*;  and  therefore  next  ap- 
pears to  us  in  The  Two  Witnesses. 

And  further:  the  ignominious  treatment  which 
the  Word  of  God  would  receive  from  an  ungrateful 
World  is  predicted  in  the  Vision  before  us,  by  the 
mournful  garb  of  the  Two  Witnesses.  They  preach 
in  Sackcloth.  This  appears  to  be  another  catch- 
word, to  connect  this  Vision  with  the  Sixth  Seal, 
when  the  Sun  (that  is,  Christ)  becomes  black  as  sack- 
cloth  f . 

Let  us  also  observe,  how  beautiful  is  the  next 

•  See  above,  Lect.  IV.  p.  126. — Haymo  in  loc.  Bene  Ec- 
clesia  in  duobus  Testibus  figuratur  propter  duo  Testamenta. 
t  Rev.  vi.  12. 
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transition  from  the  Two  Witnesses  to  the  Two  Olive 
Trees.  The  Word  of  God,  which  is  the  measuring 
Reed  of  Faith,  and  the  iron  Rod  of  Right,  and  God's 
Witness  to  Men,  is  also  the  channel  of  Oil ;  that  is,  of 
Grace,  and  Light,  and  Peace  to  the  Church,  and  by  the 
Church  to  all.  The  Two  Witnesses  are  the  Two  Olive 
Trees  which  feed  the  Two  Candlesticks  of  the 
Church  with  living  oil,  and  so  illumine  the  Tabernacle 
of  the  World*. 

Next,  we  remark  that  these  Olive  Trees  and  these 
Candlesticks  are  only  two;  that  is,  God  has  re- 
vealed Himself  under  the  Law  and  under  the  Gos* 
pel.  They  entwine  their  branches  together  in  a 
loving  embrace  f .  No  other  Religion,  consigned  to 
written  Documents,  is  from  God :  no  third  Witness 
is  to  be  expected  from  Him. 

Thus  all  these  symbols  follow  in  natural  sequence, 
and  teach  divine  truths. 

To  proceed. 

The  Two  Witnesses,  we  read,  have  divine  Power. 
If  any  one  despises  them,  fire  cometh  out  of  their 
Mouthy  and  consumes  their  enemies.  They  can 
shut  heaven,  like  Elias,  and  exclude  all  who  reject 
them.  The  dews  of  divine  grace  are  withheld  from 
all  who  scorn  them.  The  heavens  are  brass,  the 
earth  is  iron  to   their  foesf-      The   Waters  J   of 

*  For  further  illustration  of  this  exposition,  see  the  authorities 
cited  by  Bishop  Andrewes,  ctr^  Bellarmine,  c.  xi.  p.  238  and  259. 
f  See  XXXIX  Articles,  Art.  vii.  X  I^^ut.  xxviii.  23. 

§  Aquinas,  p.  331.     Aqua  doctrins  convertitur  malis  in  san- 
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salvation  become  blood  to  revilers  or  scoffers  of 
Scripture.  To  them  the  blessing  is  a  Bane ;  the 
Scripture  a  Scourge ;  Preaching  a  Plague ;  the 
Word  a  Woe. 

We  see  more  of  their  History  in  this  Vision. 
The  Beast  *,  it  is  said,  which  comes  forth  from  the 
abyss,  will  make  war  with  them,  and  overcome 
them,  and  destroy  them.  Here  is  a  prophetic  anti- 
cipation, like  many  others  in  the  Apocalypse.  As 
yet  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Beast  in  this 
Book.     But  he  had  been  described  by  the  prophet 

guinem,  id  est  in  peccatum,  quia  ex  hoc  quod  ipsi  audacter  prse- 
dicabunt,  mali  fient  pejores  et  in  eos  crudeliores. 

*  Rev.  xi.  7f  r  0  6i7p/ov,  the  Beast.  This  use  of  the  Article  is 
very  frequent  with  the  Writer  of  the  Apocalypse.  It  is  a  proof  of 
his  Inspiration  and  of  Scripture-Unity ;  for  it  indicates  the  object 
(not  yet  described  by  himself y  but  either  described  already  in  Scrip- 
ture by  some  other  inspired  Writer,  or  to  he  described  hereafter  by 
himself)  as  already  visible  to  the  eye  of  the  Writer,  and  brings  all 
times  into  one  Present.  Bishop  Middleton  (on  the  Greek  Article, 
p.  636)  has  noted  several  places  in  the  Apocalypse  where  the 
use  of  the  Article  seemed  to  him  anomalous.  All  these  may,  I 
conceive,  be  explained  on  one  principle.  They  are  examples  of 
what  I  would  call  the  prophetic  use  of  the  Article.  Thus,  Rev. 
iv.  4,  in  many  MSS.  cT^ov  rove  tiKotri  ritrerapaQ  wpeafivTepovQ^ 
who  had  not  been  mentioned,  but  are  described  hereafter.  Thus 
again,  as  ai  kirra  jSpovral,  x.  3,  the  Thunders,  of  which  more 
hereafter ;  so  xi.  8,  woXiiac  ttiq  fteyaXi^c*  to  be  described  after- 
wards ;  xi.  12,  6v  TJ  vefiXrif  the  cloud  of  Christ's  glory.  See 
xiv.  14.  So  xix.  20,  cic  r^v  XifjLpriyf  the  lake  of  fire,  to  be 
described  afterward  in  xx.  10.  14,  15.  xxi.  8.  Lastly,  xii.  14, 
hifo  uripvyeQ  rov  aerov  rov  fieyaXov,  i.e.  of  Christ  (cp.  Deut. 
xxxii.  11.  Exod.  xix.  14);  intimating  that  the  idea,  not  familiar 
to  the  reader,  has  been  long  before  the  mind  of  the  Writer. 
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Daniel  *,  and  he  is  fully  described  hereafter  in  the 
Apocalypse  f .  And  this  is  the  manner  of  the 
Author  of  the  Apocalypse.  He  has  the  whole 
subject  before  him,  and  sees  it  all  at  a  glance.  He, 
therefore,  says  The  Beast.  He  goes  backy  and 
appropriates  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament, 
and  thus  he  shows  that  all  the  predictions  of  Scrip- 
ture are  from  one  and  the  same  Spirit ;  and  he  goes 
forwardy  and  touches  rapidly,  and  passes  on,  know- 
ing that  he  will  return,  and  display  the  same  sub- 
ject more  fully  in  the  sequel. 

He  sees  the  past,  present,  and  future  at  once. 
That  is,  he  is  inspired. 

Here,  then,  the  Beast  is  described  as  the  Enemy 
of  Scripture.  He  makes  war  upon  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses while  they  are  executing  their  office  t^  and 
kills  them ;  and  their  dead  body  lies  in  the  street 
of  THE  GREAT  CITY  in  which  their  Lord§  was 
crucified.  And  they  remain  unburied,  it  is  said, 
three  days  and  a  half  ||. 

Observe  this  expression, — their  dead  body.     He 

*  Dan.  vii.  11. 

f  Rev.  xiii.  1.  xvii.  3 — 12. 

]{[  Rev.  xi.  7»  Sray  TEXicriatn  Ti^y  fiaprvplay  avTwrf  not  (as  in 
the  Authorized  Version)  *'  when  they  shall  have  completed  their 
testimony."  '*  Non  in  sensu  completo,  sed  in  incompleto  sumen- 
dum  est."  Grotius,  ad  loc.  See  also  Mede  and  Dr.  Henry 
More's  note  here. 

§  KvpiOQ  avTwv  (not  Kvpioc  iifxQy)  is  the  reading  of  the  best 
MSS. :  it  intimates  that  their  lot  is  like  Christ's,  and  that  the 
Two  Testaments  are  His  Word. 

II  Rev.  xi.  9.  11. 
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does  not  here  say  bodies  *,  but  body.  How  is  this  ? 
The  Two  Witnesses  have  but  one  body.  They  Twain 
are  one  flesh.  The  reason  is  clear.  The  Two  Testa- 
ments are  onef.  They  are  written  by  the  same 
Hand ;  they  are  the  words  of  the  same  Spirit. 

Next  remark,  here  is  another  anticipation, — The 
great  City.  What  great  City?  you  may  ask.  It 
will,  we  reply,  be  fully  described  hereafter. 

Babylon  is  fallen^  is  fallen,  that  great  City  I.  That 
great  City  is  divided  into  three  parts  §.  WoCy  Woe 
to  that  great  City,  Babylon^  the  strong  city !  in  one 
hour  is  her  judgment  come  ||.  Woe,  Woe,  that  great 
City,  clothed  in  fine  linen,  and  purple  and  scarlet**! 

♦  Not  irrw/iara,  (bodies)  as  in  Author.  Vers,  but  irrwfjia  (body) 
is  the  reading  of  the  best  MSS.  in  xi.  8.  It  is  observable  that  m-uf- 
fiara  does  occur  oncet  xi.  9,  as  well  as  m-wfia  twice,  xi.  8,  9.  This 
seeming  anomaly  was  intentional,  and  reminds  us  that  the  Witnesses 
are  two  and  yet  one.  The  two  Testaments  make  One  Book.  But 
it  cannot  be  explained  on  any  theory  which  supposes  the  Wit- 
nesses to  be  Enoch  and  Elias,  or  some  two  other  persons.  In 
fact,  the  apparent  incompatibility  was  intended  to  suggest  to  the 
reader,  that  the  interpretation  must  be,  not  literal,  but  spiritual. 
These  impossibilities  (if  I  may  so  speak)  are  very  frequent  in  the 
Apocalypse  ;  and  such  is  their  design.     See  above,  Lect  VII. 

f  S.  Jerome  in  Esa.  xxx.  Omnis  Scriptura  sancta  unus  liber 
appellatur.  Cp.  XXXIX  Articles,  Art.  VII.  "  The  Old  Testament 
is  not  contrary  to  the  New,'*  &c.  against  the  Manichaeans  and 
Marcionites. 

X  Rev.  xiv.  8.  Haymo  in  loc.  Civitas  magna,  quae  Babylon 
vocatur,  in  qua  diabolus  regnat ;  ubi  Dominus  eorum  crucifixus 
est.  Quod  enim  Dominus  extra  portas  est  passus  significabat, 
quia  Christus  in  suis  membris  in  toto  mundo  erat  passurus. 

§  Rev.  xvi.  19.  ||  Rev.  xviii.  10. 

•♦  Rev.  xviii.  16.     See  also  19.  21. 
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in  one  hour  her  wealth  is  spoiled.  And  again.  The 
Woman  that  thou  sawest  seated  on  the  Beast  with 
seven  heads  and  ten  horns  is  that  great  City  which 
reigneth  over  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  *  The  words, 
"  THAT  GREAT  CITY,"  occuF  nine  times  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, and  are  applied  to  Babylon,  and  to  no  other 
cityf .  This  great  City  (as  will  be  shown  in  subsequent 
Discourses  t)  is  no  other  than  Rome  in  her  secu- 
lar and  spiritual  character:  and  the  Beast  is  the 
Power,  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical,  which  she  has  abused 
for  savage  and  unholy  purposes;  and  by  which  she 
has  crucified  the  Son  of  God  afresh^  and  put  Him  to 
an  open  shame  §. 

With  the  bitterest  sorrow  we  say  it,  but  it  must 
be  said, — She  has  waged  war  against  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses. She  has  placed  her  own  Traditions  on  a  par 
with  them.  She  has  made  them  her  slaves.  She 
has  added  her  human  Codicils,  as  of  equal  value, 
to  the  Divine  Testaments.  She  has  spoken  con- 
temptuously of  them.  She  has  stifled  their  voice. 
She  has  refused  to  let  them  speak  in  their  own 
language.  She  has  forbidden  the  Nations  to  hear 
them  in  vernacular  tongues  ||.     She  has  not  allowed 

*  Rev.  xu  8.  xiv.  8.  xvi.  19.  xvii.  18.  xviii.  10.  16.  18, 
19.  21. 

f  In  chap.  xxi.  10,  they  are  applied,  in  the  Authorized  Ver- 
sion, to  the  New  Jerusalem.  But  this  is  incorrect.  See  Note 
on  the  passage  in  the  Harmony,  in  vol.  ii.  of  the  present  Work. 

J  Lectures  X.  XI.  XII.  §  Heb.  vi.  6. 

II  Full  proof  of  these  assertions  has  been  given  elsewhere. 
See  Letter  IV.  of  the  "Sequel"  of  "Letters  on  the  Church  of 
Rome,"  and  Letters  III.  IV,  V.  VI. 
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their  bodies  to  be  put  into  Monuments.  The  ori- 
ginal word  *  of  the  Apocalypse  here  is  fivfi^ara^  not 
ro^ovc,  and  is  to  be  rendered,  not  graves  f^  but  Monu- 
ments ;  that  is,  she  has  laboured  that  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses may  not  be  committed  to  the  immortal  Monu- 
ments  of  Editions,  Translations,  and  Expositions; 
and  so  the  words  of  the  Witnesses  be  engraven  on 
the  memory  of  Man,  and  on  the  heart  of  the  World. 
And  wonderful  it  is,  that  not  a  single  Edition  of  the 
Original  Scriptures  has  ever  been  printed  t  at  Rome, 
tfiat  great  City  which  calls  herself  the  Mother  and 
Mistress  of  Churches ! 

But  a  great  triumph  is  promised  to  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses. Their  bodies  remain  unburied  in  the  street 
of  the  great  City  for  three  days  and  a  half.  Their 
Lord  had  said  to  His  Apostles,  Verily^  verily^  I  say 
unto  you^  That  ye  shall  weep  and  lament^  but  the  World 
shall  rejoice.  But  your  sorrow  shall  be  turned  into 
joy  f .  And  we  read  ||  that  the  World  will  rejoice 
over  the  Two  Witnesses  as  dead,  because  they  tor- 
mented it  as  Elijah  did  Ahab,  who  said  to  the  Pro- 
phet •*, — 0  mine  Enemy ! 

♦  Rev.  xi.  9,  MNUMA  or  MNHMATA,  not  TA*0Y2.  Aquinas 
says  well, "  Ne  eorum  memoria  habeatur,  quia  monumenta  sunt  ad 
memoriani."     "  Monumentum,"  says  Haymo,  '*  quod  moneat." 

f  As  in  the  Authorized  Version,  Rev.  xi.  9. 

X  This  is  observed  by  the  learned  author  of  the  "  Life  of  Pope 
Pius  v.,"  p.  171, — the  Rev.  Joseph  Mendharo. 

$  John  xvi.  20.  ||  Rev.  xi.  10. 

••  1  Kings  xxi.  20. 
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The  World  will  say — ^it  now  says,  Let  ns  lie  in 
wait  for  the  righteous,  he  upbraideth  us  with  our  offend- 
ing the  law :  he  professeth  to  have  the  knowledge  of 
Gody  he  caUeth  himself  the  child  of  God.  He  was 
made  to  reprove  our  thoughts.  He  is  grievous  unto 
us  ever  to  behold.  Let  us  examine  him  with  torture ; 
let  us  condemn  him  with  a  shameful  death  .  .  .  Such 
things  they  did  imagine,  and  were  deceived*. 

But  now  a  memorable  change  ensues.  After  three 
days  and  a  half  we  read,  the  Spirit  of  life  from  God 
enters  into  the  Two  Witnesses,  and  they  stand  on 
their  feet^  aud  great  fear  falls  on  them  who  see  them. 
And  they  ascend  to  heaven  on  the  doud  of  God's 
glory ;  and  there  is  a  great  JEarthquake^  and  a  tenth 
of  the  great  City  falls,  and  many  are  slain ; — which 
is  the  Second  Woe  f . 

As  it  was  with  Christ,  so  with  His  Word.  It  is 
despised  and  rejected  by  many ;  by  prophets,  princes, 
priests,  and  people.  Christ  was  crucified  on  the  Sixth 
Day  of  the  week ;  and  the  Sixth  seal,  and  the  Sixth 
trumpet, — ^that  is,  the  last  age  J, — the  eve  of  the 
everlasting  Sabbath, — ^is  marked  in  the  Apocaljrpse, 
as  a  time  of  rebuke  and  blasphemy  against  His  Holy 

♦  Wisdom  ii.  12—21.  +  Rev.  xi.  11—14. 

X  Joachim,  p.  133.  Quod  Evangelistse  narrant,  Christum  tra- 
ditum  in  manus  peccatorum  in  fine  quinti  diei,  die  vero  sexto  cru- 
cifixum,  sic  erit  in  fine  V^  temporis  Ecclesise,  et  in  sexto,  quia 
tunc  solvendi  sunt  filii  tenebrarum,  scilicet  infideles. — So,  p.  175. 
Ut  Christus  passus  est  die  sexto,  et  Sabbato  requievit,  ita  in  sexto 
tempore  Ecclesias  complebitur  passio  Corporis  Christi  mystici,  et 
erit,  post  hoc,  Sabbatum  gloriosum. 
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Word.  Its  foes  will  exult  over  it  as  dead  *.  But 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  in  it ;  it  rises,  and  stands  erect. 
They  who  see  it  will  fear,  like  the  Soldiers  at  Christ's 
Sepulchre  f ,  who  did  shake  for  fear^  and  became  as 
dead  men.  It  will  be  caught  up  to  heaven  on  the 
cloud  1;.  of  Christ's  glory;  and  its  enemies  will  see 
its  triumph.  And  there  will  be  a  great  earthquake  ^, 
as  at  Christ's  Resurrection ;  and  a  tenth  part  of  the 
great  City  vnU  faUy  as  Jerusalem  fell  in  a  few  years 
after  His  Ascension ;  and  many  will  perish  in  the 
earthquake,  and  many  will  glorify  God. 

This  is  the  Second  Woe,  the  Sixth  Trumpet,  and 
the  Sixth  Seal ;  the  Eve  of  the  End  ||. 

Thus  we  are  brought  again  to  the  point  at  which 
we  closed  our  last  discourse. 

And  now  the  Divine  Writer  proceeds  a  step 
further. 

The  Seventh  and  last  Trumpet  sounds:  this  is 
the  third  and  last  Woe. 

It  is  briefly  announced  as  follows :  The  Seventh 
Angel  sounded;  and  there  were  hud  voices  in  heaven^ 
saying^  The  Kingdom  of  this  World  has  become  the 

♦  The  dead  bodies  of  Thy  Servants^  O  God,  have  they  given 
to  he  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  heaven ;  the  Flesh  af  Thy  Saints 
unto  the  Beasts  of  the  earth.  Their  blood  have  they  shed  like 
water  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  there  was  none  to  bury  them, 
Ps.  Ixxix.  2,  3. 

f  Matth.  xxviii.  4. 

X  r^  yt<^e\ri.    Rev.  xi.  12.    cf.  Rev.  i.  7.  x.  1.  xiv.  14 — 16. 

§  Matth.  xxviii.  2.  ||  Rev.  xi.  14. 
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Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ ;  and  He 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever*. 

This  carries  us  beyond  the  time  of  the  Spiritual 
Armageddon  to  be  described  in  the  Seventh  Vial  f . 

Then  ensues  a  gratulatory  doxology  from  the 
Twenty-four  Elders  to  God,  for  having  put  forth 
His  own  mighty  and  taken  to  Himself  His  power 
and  kingdom ;  and  because  the  time  has  arrived  in 
which  His  enemies  are  to  be  put  down,  and  the  saints 
rewarded,  and  the  Dead  judged  \. 

Thus,  then,  we  are  brought  to  the  Tribunal  of 
Christ 

There  is  no  intervening  Millennium. 

It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die^  but  after  this 
the  Judgment  §. 

Next,  the  Holy  Place  of  God  in  heaven  is  opened, 
and  there  appears  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  in  His 
Holy  Place  \\. 

Thus  we  are  reminded  again  of  Joshua's  Victory 
over  Jericho ;  in  the  history  of  which  we  read.  Let 
the  seven  priests  sound  the  seven  trumpets,  and  let  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant  foUow**. 

•  Rev.  xi.  15.  t  Rev.  xvi.  16.  xix.  18, 19. 

X  Rev.  xi.  18. 

§  Heb.  ix.  27.     See  also  2  Esdras  xiv.  35. 

II  Rev.  xi.  19. 

♦♦  fi  ci/3wroc  Tvic  ^ladfiai^,  Vers.  LXX.  Josh.  vi.  7.  Let  the 
reader  examine  the  sixth  chapter  in  this  Greek  version,  and  he 
will  be  struck  with  its  prophetic  adaptation  to  the  Apocalypse, 
chapters  viii.  ix.  x.  xi. 
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Here»  again,  St.  John  pauses,  as  if  trembling  at 
the  prospect  of  the  dread  catastrophe,  and,  after  his 
manner,  reverts  for  a  time  to  a  former  position,  and 
begins  to  prophesy  again. 

The  scene  is  changed.  He  has  traced,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  prophetic  history  of  Holy  Scripture.  He 
has  revealed  the  astonishing  feet,  that  the  World 
would  not  be  thankful  for  that  blessed  gift  of  God ; 
that  Scripture  would  be  treated  with  contumely,  in 
the  same  manner  as  its  Divine  Lord.  And  thus  he 
has  warned  the  Christian  not  to  be  dismayed  or 
staggered  by  this  strange  and  sad  spectacle,  when  it 
should  be  displayed. 

He  now  returns,  to  deliver  a  parallel  prophecy 
concerning  the  reception  in  the  world  of  the  divinely- 
appointed  Guardian,  Witness,  and  Interpreter  of 
Holy  Scripture ;  that  other  blessed  gift  of  God  to 
man,  the  Christian  Church. 

He  reveals  to  her  what  she  herself  must  expect  * 

That  Vision  will  next  engage  our  attention. 

Suffice  it  to  observe  at  present,  that  the  parallel 
between  the  fortunes  of  Scripture  and  the  Church 
is  marked  by  a  chronological  characteristic,  as  fol- 
lows: 

We  have  seen  that  the  Two  Witnesses  prophesy, 
or  preach,  in  sackcloth,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty  days  f .     Similarly  the  Woman,  —  that  is,  the 

*  Bede  ad  loc.    Hactenus  de  Angelis  tuba  canentibus :  Nunc 
recapitulat  a  nativitate  Domini. 
+  Rev.  xi.  3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264  Eaj)ositian  of  the  Apocalypse. 

Church  * — to  be  described  in  the  following  Vision, 
is  in  the  wilderness  for  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sMy  days  f- 

More  will  be  said,  in  the  next  Discourse,  con- 
cerning the  signification  of  these  numbers.  In  the 
mean  time  we  learn,  from  their  correspondence,  that 
Scripture  and  the  Church  must  suffer  together.  It 
is  not  possible  to  injure  the  one  without  injuring  the 
other.  They  have  one  and  the  same  Lord ;  one  and 
the  same  cause ;  one  and  the  same  career :  and  as 
their  sufferings  coincide,  so  also  will  their  Victory. 

*  Haymo.  Ecclesta^  mulier;  sponsa  Christi,  credendo;  ope- 
ribus  inhserendo,  uxor;  vocibus praedicando,  mater;  toties  enim 
parit  Christum,  quoties  officio  prsedicationis  membra  ejus  ad 
fidem  et  operationem  informat. 

f  Rev.  xii.  6. 
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Rey.  xii.  1. 


There  appeared  a  great  Wonder  in  heaven ;  a  Woman  clothed 
with  the  Sun,  and  the  Moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  Stars, 

A  WOMAN  is  seen  clothed  with  the  Sun,  treading  on 
the  Moon,  and  crowned  with  twelve  Stars.  This  is 
the  Church  *  the  Bride,  the  Queen  at  Christ's  right 
hand'\^  clad  in  the  robe  of  Christ's  righteousness  |, 
surviving  all  the  changes  ^  of  Earth,  and  having  her 
brows  encircled  with  the  starry  diadem  of  Apostolic 
Doctrine  and  Discipline  ||.     This  is  her  crown   of 

*  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Luna,  rerum  temporalitas,  qus  subjacet 
mutationi  sicut  Luna. 

+  Psahn  xlv.  10. 

X  See  the  excellent  Scholium  of  Methodius  in  Cramer's  Catena 
ad  Apocalyps.  p.  352. 

{  Primas.  ad  loc.  Ecclesia  Christo  induta  calcat  mundi  muta- 
bilia. — Aquinas  ad  cap.  xii.  Ecdesiae  est  indumentum  et  oma- 
mentum  Christus.     Rom.  xiii.  14,  Induimird  Jesum  Christum. 

||H  aymo  ad  loc.  Corona  stellarum  xii.  i.e.  xii  Aposto* 
lorum,  qui  sua  prsdicatione  tenebras  infidelitatis  fugant  et  lumine 
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Victory  and  Royalty.  With  this  she  shines  in 
the  dark  night  of  Error  and  Unbelief.  Nothing  can 
take  this  crown  from  her  head. 

She  cries,  travailing  in  childbirth^  and  pained  to  be 
delivered.  In  this  lower  world,  the  Church,  like  Eve, 
brings  forth  children  in  sorrow  *.  Be  in  pain^  says 
the  Prophet  Micah,  and  labour  to  bring  forth^  O 
daughter  of  Zion^  like  a  woman  in  travail^.  Andy 
behold  J  a  great  red  dragon  J,  having  seven  heads  and 
ten  hornSy  whose  tail  sweeps  down  from  heave^i  a  third 
of  the  stars  f ,  stands  before  the  woman  which  was  ready 
to  be  delivered^  in  order  to  devour  her  child  as  soon 
as  it  was  bom. 

veritatis  auditores  illuminant,  per  quos  omnes  Gentes,  quae  in 
circuitu  hujus  miindi  sunt,  crediderunt  in  Christum,  et  Ipsum 
Caput  victoriam  de  toto  mundo  portavit. — Aquinas  ad  loc.  Vic- 
toria per  coronas  significatur :  dicitur  heec  corona  esse  in  Christo 
(Ecclesise  Capite),  cujus  milites  fuerunt  Apostoli.  2  Cor.  ii.  14, 
Deo  gratias,  Qui  semper  triumphat  nos  in  Jesu  Christo. 

•  Gen.  iii.  16. 

f  Micah  iv.  10.  cf.  Isaiah  Ixvi.  7 — 10.  c^c^vyc  icai  micey 
&p<nv. 

];  Vitringa  ad  Apoc.  p.  522.  Draco  hie  notat  Diabolum,  qua- 
lem  se  exhiberet  in  Romano  Imperio,  cujus  character  est  septiceps 
et  denicornis. — Haymo  says,  ad  cap.  xiii.  Per  septem  capita 
omnes  reges  intelliguntur  illi  subditi ;  per  decern  comua  omnia 
regna. — Aquinas  in  loc.  Comua  decern;  omnes  perversi,  Ilegis 
decalogum  impugnantes. 

§  Stellce  cadunt,  (says  Augustin.  ep.  cxix.)  quoniam  multi  qui 
gratia  fulgere  videbantur,  persequentibus  cedent  et  cadent. — 
Haymo  ad  loc.  Illi  designantur  per  Stellas  de  coelo  abstractas 
qui  prius  lucere  videbantur  in  Ecclesisl. 
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The  Woman,  persecuted  by  the  Dragon,  brings 
forth,  we  read,  a  male  child,  to  rule  the  nations 
with  a  rod  of  iron ;  and  her  child  is  snatched  up  to 
God  and  to  His  throne. 

At  first  sight  these  words  appear  applicable  only 
to  Christ  *. 

But,  we  must  remember,  that  what  is  true  pri- 
marily of  Christ  alone,  is,  by  virtue  of  His  union  with 
all  true  members  of  His  body,  and  by  reason  of  the 
working  of  His  grace,  transferred  to  them.  Hence 
St.  Paul  says,  My  little  childreriy  of  whom  I  travail  in 
birth  again^  until  Christ  be  formed  inyouf.  So,  in  a 
figurative  sense,  the  Church  J  is  in  labour  with  chil- 
dren till  Christ  be  formed  within  them.  This  figure 
of  transference  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the 
Apocalypse.  Christ  is  our  King  and  Priest ;  it  repre- 
sents all  His  true  members  as  Kings  and  Priests 
to  God  J.  And  you  will  remember,  that  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse Christ  Himself  applies  to  all  true  believers  the 
words,  which  are  literally  true  of  Himself  alone  || — 

•  Psalm  ii.  9.  f  Gal.  iv.  19. 

X  This  is  well  expressed  by  Primasius,  ad  loc.  Hic,  Caput 
Ecclesiae  Christus  in  singulis  niembris  dicitur  nasci. — Omnes 
enim  qui  in  Christo  Jesu  bapiizati  estis  Christum  induistist  (Gal. 
iii.  27)  et  raptus  est  filius  ad  Deum  et  ad  thronum  Ejus.  Licet  in 
capita.  Christo  praecesserit,  congruit  tarnen  et  corpori  Ejus. 
Hinc  illae  voces  Apostoli,  Qui  nos  resuscitavit  et  considere  fecit 
in  ccelestibuSf  (Eph.  ii.  6)  et  conversatio  nostra  in  ccelis  est  (Phil, 
iii.  20). 

§  Rev.  i.  6.  V.  10.  xx.  6.  See  above,  Lect.  II.  p.  r;9,  60, 
note  f .  §   Rev.  ii.  26,  27. 
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He  that  overcometh  and  keepelJh  My  works  unto  t/ie 
endi  to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations^  and  he 
shall  ride  them  tvith  a  rod  of  iron ;  as  the  vessels  of  a 
potter  shall  they  be  broken  in  pieces  *.  Thus  Christ 
Himself  interprets  the  Vision  before  us. 

And  what  is  this  rod  of  iron?  It  is,  as  was  before 
said  t,  the  inflexible  rule  of  Christ's  Word.  With  it 
the  male  J  children,  the  masculine  spirits,  of  the 
Church  §,  being  endued  with  power  by  Christ,  rule 
the  Natio7iSy  that  is,  they  overcome  the  World ;  with 
it  they  shiver  into  atoms  the  potter's  vessels  — 
that  is,  the  earthy,  brittle  theories,  of  corrupt 
Religion  and  carnal  Philosophy  ;  and  having  per- 
formed their  mission  on  earth  like  Elijah,  like  him 
they  are  caught  up  to  heaven.  They  are  exalted  in 
a  glorious  apotheosis,  and  are  made  to  sit  in  heavenly 
places  tvith  Christ  \\ .  To  him  that  overcomeihy  saith 
Christ,  in  the  Apocalypse,  tvill  I  grant  to  sit  with  Me 

*  Haymo  ad  loc.  De  omnibus  electis  potest  intelligi  qui  in 
Suo  Capite  acceperunt  potestatem  ut  regant  gentes  viiga  ferret 
et  confringendi  eas  tanquam  vas  figuli. 

+  Lecture  VIII.  p.  240,  241. 

X  Bede  ad  loc.  Semper  Ecclesia,  dracone  licet  adversante, 
Christum  parit ;  masculum  autem  dicit,  victorem  diaboli  qui  fcemi- 
namvicerat.  .  .  .  Ecclesia  quotidie  gignit  ecclesiam,  mundum 
in  Christo  vincentem. 

§  Haymo  in  loc.  Masculus  in  bonam  partem  accipitur,  quia 
significat  membra  Christi  quse  quotidie  parit  sancta  Ecclesia. 
Rect^  autem  sancti  sub  nomine  masculorum  comprehenduntur, 
quia  fortiter  contra  adversa  istius  seculi  pugnant,  sicut  fece- 
runt  sancti  Apostoli  et  Marty  res. 

II  Eph.  i.  20. 
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in  My  Throne^  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set 
down  with  My  Father  in  His  Throne  * 

Thus  the  children  of  the  Cliurcb  are  caught  up 
to  Heaven.  But  the  Church  herself  remains  on 
earth  to  the  end. 

The  Woman,  we  read,  flies  into  the  Wilderness, 
where  she  hcts  a  place  prepared  her  by  God,  that 
they  may  nourish  her  One  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sisty  days. 

St  John,  having  thus  described  the  term  of  the 
pilgrimage  of  the  Church,  reverts  to  an  earlier  point 
— to  the  beginning  of  her  pilgrimage.  And  why  ? 
To  remind  us  that  the  Church,  when  persecuted  by 
Satan,  has  always  had  an  invincible  Protector,  Who 
has  vanquished  the  Dragon. 

There  was  war  in  Heaven  f:  Michael  and  his 
Angels  fought  with  the  Devil  and  his  Angels;  and  the 
Dragon,  the  old  Serpent,  was  cast  out  t-  And  a  Hymn 
of  Victory  was  heard  in  Heaven.  This  is  the  con- 
quest achieved  by  the  Son  of  God  at  His  incarnation 
— I  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  Heaven  §. 
Now  shall  the  Prince  of  this  world  be  cast  out  ||. 

The  Devil,  being  vanquished  by  Christy  attacks  His 
Church.  And  the  two  wings  of  the  great  Eagle"^,  we 
read,  are  given  her  to  fy  from  the  face  of  the  Dragon 
to  the  Wilderness  unto  her  place,  where  (it  is  said) 

•  Rev.  iii.  21. 

f  Haymo  ad  loc.  in  ccelo  :  i.  e.  in  Ecclesia. 

X  Rev.  xii.  7—9.  §  Luke  x.  18.  ||  John  xii.  31. 

**  ai  hvo  m-ipvytg  tov  iteroVf  tov  fieyakov. 
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she  is  nourished^  that  is,  fed  with  heavenly  food; 
as  the  Ancient  Church  in  the  Wilderness  was  nou- 
rished with  manna,  which  was  the  type  of  the 
True  Bread  which  came  down  from  Heaven  *.  She 
is  nourished  for  a  time^  times^  and  half  a  time  f — 
that  is,  three  years  and  a  half;  which  is  the  same 
period  as  the  twelve  hundred  and  sisty  days  f,  before 
mentioned,  or  the  forty-two  months^  during  which 
the  Holy  City  wiU  be  trodden  by  the  Gentiles  J. 

What  now,  are  the  Two  Wings  of  the  Great 
Eagle  ? 

The  Eagle  is  the  natural  foe  of  the  Dragon ;  and 
the  Church  of  Israel  is  said,  in  Scripture,  to  be  borne 
from  Egypt  by  God  through  the  Wilderness  on 
Eagles^  wings  ||.  Hence  the  Church  is  here  de- 
scribed in  the  Apocalypse,  as  thus  rescued  from  the 
Dragon.  And  ancient  Expositors,  observing  that 
the  Church  flies  on  the  pinions  of  Holy  Scripture 
through  all  ages  and  into  all  lands,  saw  that  the** 
Two  Wings  of  the  Great  Eagle  are  the  Twoff 
Testaments  of  the  Incarnate  Word,  Who  ascended 

•  John  vi.  31—58.  f  Rev-  xii.  14. 

X  Rev.  xii.  6.  §  Rev.  xi.  2. 

II  Exod.  xix.  4.   Deut.  xxxii.  1 1 . 

••  The  two  Wings ;  i.  e.  the  welUknown  Wings ;  another 
striking  use  of  the  Article:  see  above,  on  "/Ac  Seven  Thunders/* 
p.  230 — 235,  245.  Primasius  ad  loc.  Ecclesia  in  modum  alarum 
duobus  utitur  Testamentis. 

W  This  symbol  has  received  a  beautiful  practical  exposition 
in  the  usage  of  the  Church  to  place  the  Bible  on  the  two  wings 
of  an  Eagle,  and  to  read  the  Lesson  therefrom. 
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on  the  clouds  of  Heaven,  and  carries  His  children 
thither,  like  the  Eagle,  described  in  Scripture, 
spreading  abroad  his  wings^  and  mounting  with  his 
young  upon  them  *. 

In  the  Apocalyptic  History  of  Scripture  and  the 
Church,  as  now  revealed,  we  meet  with  repeated 
mention  of  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  days. 

What  is  meant  by  this  period  ? 

It  is  with  great  diffidence  that  I  speak  concerning 
this  difficult  question,  which  involves  another : — 

What  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Numbers 
used  in  the  Apocalypse  ? 

Many  recent  learned  expositors,  you  are  aware, 
regard  each  of  these  Days  as  a  Year ;  and,  having 
fixed  an  anterior  limit,  they  proceed  to  date  this 
period,  so  formed,  from  that  limit ;  and  thus  they 
suppose  that  they  are  able  to  determine  the  times 
and  seasons  f ,  even  to  the  end. 

This  theory  rests  on  a  very  insecure  basis.  It  is 
founded  on  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  meaning 
of  the  Numbers  employed  in  this  book. 

If  we  may  so  speak,  the  numbers  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, and  especially  those  which  refer  to  future 
times  :^,  which  are  not  for  men  to  know,  represent 
certain  ideas^  and  not  precise  quantities. 

*  Deut.  xxxii.  11.   Isa.  xl.  31. 

f  Acts  i.  7.    Matth.  xxiv.  36. 

J  I  say  "  which  refer  to  future  times,**  because  the  numbers 
which  refer  to  the  past,  or  to  any  legitimate  or  necessary  object  of 
human  knowledge,  are  to  be  understood  literally.  Thus  the  seven 
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Thus,  for  example,  instead  of  saying  a  large  part, 
it  commonly  speaks  of  a  third  part.  For  instance, 
the  third  part  of  the  trees  was  burnt  up ;  the  third 
part  of  the  sea  became  blood :  the  third  part  of  the 
creatures  died :  the  third  part  of  men  were  slain  *  ; 
and  in  many  other  places. 

This  is  the  language  of  Poetry,  which  avoids  what 
is  vague,  and  loves  what  is  distinct. 

Thus,  again,  the  number  four  is  an  exponent  of 
all  space.  Hence  we  read  of  the  four  comers  of 
the  earth  f ;  and  the  four  winds  X^  The  heavenly 
City,  that  is,  the  Universal  Church,  glorified,  is  four 
square^.  And  to  signify  the  universal  destruction 
of  God's  foes  in  the  mystical  Armageddon,  it  is  said 
that  the  blood  from  the  winepress  of  His  fiiry  flowed 
to  four  times  fou/r  hundred  furlongs  \^. 

So,  again,  the  number  twelve  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, being  the  number  of  Christ's  Apostles,  repre- 
sents the  Apostolicity  of  the  Church.  Thus,  the 
Woman  is  here  displayed  as  crowned  with  twelve 
stars ;  so,  the  Holy  City  has  twelve  foundations,  and 
twelve  gates ;  the  tree  of  life  bears  twelve  fruits ;  and 

mountains  on  which  the  woman  sitteth  (xvii.  9)  are  to  be  under- 
stood literally.  So  the  four  Living  Creatures,  the  twenty-four 
>  Elders,  and  the  seven  Thunders.  These  numbers  were  very  fit 
and  important  to  be  known  ;  therefore  they  are  specified,  and  are 
to  be  interpreted  literally.     See  above,  Lect.  VIIL  p.  235. 

*  Rev.  viii.  7 — 12.    ix.  15.  18.    xiu  4. 

f  Rev.  vii.  1.  J  Rev.  vii,  1. 

§  Rev.  xxi.  16.  See  the  note  to  the  Harmony,  in  Vol.  ii., 
on  Rev.  iv.  6.  ||   Rev.  xiv.  20. 
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the  Elect  of  God  consist  of  twelve  thousand,  sealed 
oat  of  each  of  Twelve  Tribes. 

Assuredly  it  would  be  a  very  great  error  to 
imagine  that  the  Elect  of  God  are  limited  to  this 
number.  Indeed  the  Apocalypse  itself  forbids  us  to 
do  so ;  it  declares  them  to  be  innumerable  *  ;  there- 
fore the  number  twelve  times  twelve  thousand 
does  not  express  2l  qiiantitt/y  but  a  qtuditt/.  It  indi- 
cates that  this  great,  this  innumerable  company,  are 
all  united  in  one  &ith,  and  by  the  same  sacraments, 
— ^the  faith  taught,  and  the  sacraments  administered 
by,  the  Twelve  Apostles  of  Christ. 

The  same  idea  is  expressed  in  the  twelve  stars, 
twelve  foundations,  twelve  gates,  and  twelve  fruits. 

That  these  expressions  represent  an  idea  may  be 
inferred  from  Our  Lord's  own  words  to  His  Apo- 
stles :  Ye  shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones^  judging  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel^.  And  yet  He  says.  Have  not 
I  chosen  you   twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  Devil  1 1 

*  Cf.  Becle»  Pref.  ad  Apoc.  L^itimos  autem  niimeros  dicit : 
quos  eminentius  divina  Scriptura  commendat,  sicut  sepienarium, 
vel  denarium,  vel  duodenarium,  quibus  plerumque  vel  universitas 
temporis,  vel  rei  alicujus  perfectio  designatur.  Sicut  septies  in 
die  laudem  dixi  iibi,  nihil  est  aliud,  quam  semper  laus  Ejus  in 
ore  meo.  (Psalm  cxix.  164.  Ixxi.  5.)  Tantundem  autem  valent, 
et  cum  multiplicantur  sive  per  denarium :  sicut  septuaginta  et 
septingenti :  sicut  decem  per  decern,  centum  ;  sicut  duodecim 
per  duodecim,  centum  quadraginta  quatuor :  quo  numero  signifi- 
catur  universiUu  sanctorum  in  Apocalypsi.  See  above,  Lect.  VI. 
p.  193-5. 

t  Mattb.  xix.  28.  J  John  vi.  70. 
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One  of  the  twelve  was  a  traitor ;  and  so  the  quantity 
was  marred ;  but  the  idea  remained :  they  were  still 
"the  Twelve,"  and  so  they  are  called  in  Holy  Scripture 
— "  the  Twelve  *."  The  Apostolicity  of  the  Church 
is  unimpaired.  It  is  still  built  upon  twelve  founda- 
tions ;  for  we  read,  the  waU  of  the  City  has  Twelve 
foundationSy  and  in  them  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  of  the  Lamh\. 

The  same  principle  must  be  applied  to  the  Thovr 
sand  years,  during  which  Satan  is  said  to  be  bound  \. 
They  who  thence  infer  a  literal  Millennium  mis- 
conceive the  spirit,  and  overlook  the  manner,  of  St 
John.  They  forget  that  the  Apocalypse  is  not  a  prose 
History,  but  an  inspired  Poem,  a  divine  Prophecy. 

The  ancient  Expositors  pursued  a  safer  course 
when  they  recognized  an  idea,  and  not  a  precise 
quantity,  in  this  perfect  J  number  of  ten  cente- 
naries; by  which,  as  we  have  already  seen||,  they 
understood  the  entire  time  between  the  first 
Advent  of  Christ  and  the  full  revelation  of  Anti- 
christ, whatever  that  time  may  be,  which  is  known 
to  God  alone. 

So  again,  with  respect  to  the  number  seven  in  the 
Apocalypse.  It  indicates  an  idea, — that  of  completion. 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  20.  Mark  xi.  11.  Luke  ix.  1.  John  vi.  71. 
Acts  vi.  2.  1  Cor.  xv.  5,  et  passim, 

f  Rev.  xxi.  14^  J  Rev.  xx.  2. 

§  Septenarius  (says  Aquinas  ad  Rev.  xi.)  significat  universi- 
tatem,  millenarius  perfectionem  sive  in  bono,  sive  in  malo. 
II  See  above,  Lect.  II.  p.  63,  64. 
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There  were  many  more  than  Seven  Churches  in 
Asia  when  St.  John  wrote ;  but  he  addresses  seven 
only,  because  he  writes  in  them  to  aU  the  Churches 
of  all  places  and  all  times.  Similarly  we  read  of 
Seven  Angels,  as  representing  all  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel:  seven  spirits  express  the  full  effusion  of 
the  Holy  Ghost :  seven  seals  exhibit  all  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Church :  seven  trumpets  proclaim  all 
God's  judgments  on  her  enemies :  seven  vials  pour 
out  all  God's  wrath  on  the  mystical  Babylon :  and 
many  other  septenary  combinations  there  are,  all 
expressive  of  completion ;  all  ending  in  some  great 
consummation,  just  as  the  Hexaemeron  of  Creation 
terminated  in  the  Sabbath  of  God. 

Similarly,  in  order  that  we  may  understand  that 
the  triumph  of  the  Two  Witnesses  will  be  com- 
pletej  we  have  a  combination  of  the  two  num- 
bers, seven  and  a  thousand*.  There  were  slain 
of  menj  we  read,  seven  thousand  f ;  and  the  rem- 
nant were  affrighted^  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of 
heaven. 

Let  us  now  apply  these  observations  to  the  period 

of  TWELVE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  DAYS. 

These  1260  days  equal  forty-two  months,  or  three 
years  and  a  half;  and  they  are  mentioned  under  all 
these  terms  in  the  Apocalypse. 

•  Rev.  xi.  13. 

f  Haymo :  '*  Sept€fnariu8  numerus  saepe  pro  univereitate  poni- 
tuT,  atque  ideo  in  septem  millibus  hominum  omnes  reprobi  in- 
teUigiintur." 
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The  Holy  City  is  trodden  by  the  Gentiles  forty- 
two  Months  *.  It  is  given  to  the  Beasty  to  exercise 
his  power  f  forty^two  MofUhsf.  The  Two  Witnesses 
preach  in  sackcloth  1260  Days§.  The  Woman  is  in 
the  Wilderness  1260  Bays  \\ ;  and  she  is  also  said  to 
be  in  the  Wilderness  a  time^  times,  and  half  a  time; 
that  is,  three  years  and  a  half**. 

Now,  if  we  examine  the  records  of  Scripture,  we 
find  that  the  period  of  three  years  and  a  half  repre- 
sents an  idea ;  one  of  spiritual  toil,  pilgrimage,  and 
persecution. 

First,  it  may  be  observed,  that  three  and  a  hal^ 
being  the  half  of  seven,  which  is  the  number  of 
completeness,  represents  a  semi-perfect  state;  one 
of  transition  and  probation. 

In  illustration  of  this,  it  may  be  remarked  here, 
that  the  body  of  the  Two  Witnesses  remains  un- 
buried  three  days  and  a  AoZ/f  f . 

The  same  kind  of  opposition  to  the  Apostolic 
number  Twelve  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  exist  in 
the  half  of  that  number,  Six ;  and  to  exhibit  itself 
in  the  remarkable  combination  of  Six  Hundreds,  Six 
Tens,  and  Six  Units,  which  constitute  the  number  of 
the  name  of  Antichrist  W, 

To  proceed  to  facts. 

Three  years  and  a  half,  or  forty-two  months,  or 
1260  days  are,  as  we  have  seen,  the  time  of  the 

*  Rev.  xi.  2.  f  rot^flrai.  J  Rev.  xiii.  5. 

§  Rev.  xi.  3.  II  Rev.  xii.  6.  ♦*  Rev.  xii.  14. 

tt  Rev.  xi.  9.  11.  XX  Rev.  xiii.  18. 
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pilgrimage  of  the  Woman  in  the  Wilderness,  that 
is,  of  the  Church  in  her  trials*.  This  number f 
forty-two  connects  her  with  the  History  of  the 
Israelitish  Church  in  the  Wilderness.  Its  haltings 
are  enumerated  in  the  Book  of  Numbers  X,  and  they 
are  Forty-two.  And  aU  these  things  (says  St.  Paul) 
happened  to  them  as  types  of  us§.  They  foreshadow 
the  history  of  the  Christian  Church  in  her  pilgrimage 
through  the  Wilderness  of  this  World  to  the  pro- 
mised land  of  Heaven. 

Again :  /  teU  you  of  a  truth,  says  Our  Blessed 
Lord,  many  widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of 
Elias,  when  the  heaven  was  shut  up  three  years  and 
si^  monthsy  when  great  famine  was  throughout  aH 
the  land  ||.  And  St.  James  says,  Elias  prayed  it  might 
not  rain ;  and  it  rained  not  on  the  Earth  by  the  space 
of  three  years  and  sia?  months  **. 

It  also  pleased  God  to  strengthen  the  type,  if  we 
may  so  speak,  by  assigning  precisely  the  same  dura- 
tion of  three  years  and  a  half  to  the  great  perse- 
cution of  the  Church  of  Israel  by  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes,  the  figure  of  Antichrist. 

St.  John's  precursor  ff,  Daniel,  had  named  that 

*  Piimasius  ad  loc.  Numerus  xlii  Mansionum  Christianitatis 
omne  tempus  designat. 

f  By  Haymo  in  Apoc.  lib.  ii.  iv.,  and  Aquinas,  p.  323. 

X  Num.  xxxiii.  1 — ^50.  §  1  Cor.  x.  6—11. 

II  Luke  iv.  25.  **  James  v.  17. 

f  f  See  Josephus,  B.  J.  i.  c.  1.  Lowth  on  Dan.  xii.  7.  Ussher's 
Annals,  pt.  ii.     Prideaux,  Connexion,  ad  a.d.  168,  165. 
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period  as  the  duration  of  that  persecution.  He  bad 
also  identified  it  with  the  future  time  of  the  trials 
of  the  Christian  Church,  which  are  more  fully  de- 
scribed by  St.  John  *. 

Thus  the  very  mention  of  three  years  and  a  half 
to  the  ear  of  an  Israelite  had  an  ominous  sound. 
It  was  the  chronological  symbol  of  suffering. 

And  to  tis  Christians  there  is  another  reason  why 
it  should  be  identified  with  a  time  of  trial,  if,  as 
some  ancient  Writers  f  assure  us,  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  if,  this  period  of  three  years  and 
a  half§  was  the  duration  of  the  earthly  Ministry 
of  Him, — the  great  Prophet,  the  Divine  Wifness 
of  the  truth — Who  was  a  Man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  griefs ;  and  Who,  as  Daniel  prophe- 
sied, catised  the  sacrifice  of  the  Temple  to  cease  ifi 
the  midst  of  a  Week  by  His  own  oblation  on  the 
cross**. 

*  See  Lowth  on  Dan.  vii.  25. 

f  Euseb.  i.  10.  Theodoret,  ii.  p.  1250,  ed.  Hal.  Cf.  Melito 
ap  Routh.  R.  S.  i.  136. 

X  See  Hengstenberg's  Christology  on  Dan.  ix.  27. 

§  Some  of  the  Fathers  also  supposed  that  this  was  the  dura- 
tion of  the  "  flight  in  Egypt'*  of  the  Virgin  Mother  and  her 
Divine  Child.     See  Catena  Cramer,  p.  358.  366. 

II  Isa.  liii.  3. 

*•  Dan.  ix.  27.— Lightfoot  Harm.  N.  T.  ad  cap.  xi.  "  The 
forty-two  months,"  "  1260  days,"  and  a  "  time,  times,  and  a  half 
time,"  are  but  borrowed  phrases  from  Daniel,  who  so  expresses 
the  three  and  a  half  years  of  Antiochus'  persecution  (Dan.  xii.  7) ; 
and  they  mean  times  of  trouble,  and  are  used  to  express  that, 
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Hence  this  period  of  three  years  and  a  half,  forty- 
two  months,  or  1260  days,  is  employed  in  the  Apo- 
calypse as  a  typical  exponent  of  an  idea;  just  as 
the  numbers  twelve  and  twelve  times  twelve  do  not 
represent  a  precise  sum,  but  a  well-defined  prin- 
ciple *. 

We  observe,  in  passing,  that  the  Locusts  of  the 
fifth  Trumpet  are  said  to  have  power  to  injure  for 
five  months  f .  This  number  also  expresses  an  idea. 
It  designates  the  time  of  the  duration  of  the  Deluge  I ; 
and  indicates  that  the  Locusts  would  cover  the  World, 
like  the  Flood;  but  that  the  Ark  of  the  Church 

and  not  any  fixed  time.  The  Jews  have  learned  to  make  the 
same  construction  of  it :  and  this  also,  that  comfort  might  stand 
up  against  mercy,  was  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  Ministry. 
Christ  preached  three  and  a  half  years  in  trouble.  So  the  Two 
Witnesses  in  sackcloth.  He  having  finished  His  ministry  was 
slain ;  so  they.  He  revived  and  ascended ;  so  they  likewise. 
Their  case  is  paralleled  with  Christ's,  their  Master's.  See  also 
Vitringa,  p.  449.  463.     1  Mace.  xiii.  50,  51. 

*  Haymo  in  loc.  Dies  1260.]  In  hoc  tempore  Ecclesia  in 
solitudine  a  curis  temporalium  rerum  quiescente,  pascunt  eam 
Doctores  exemplo  et  doctrind  per  Epistolas,  Evangelium  et 
expositiones  librorum  pabulo  divini  serroonis.  Sicut  Antichris- 
tus  1260  diebus  regnabat,  ita  et  Christus  1260  diebus,  i.e. 
tribus  annis  et  dimidio  praedicavit,  ideoque  totum  prsesens  tem- 
pus  possumus  accipere  per  hoc  numerum  a  quo  divina  prsedi- 
catio  coepit.  Desertum  populi  ex  ^gypto  egressi  significabat 
hanc  vitam,  in  qua  pascirour  vero  Manna,  id  est,  corpore  Christi ; 
adsunt  quoque  igniti  serpentes,  &c.     See  also  Aquinas. 

t  Rev.  ix.  10.  X  Gen.  vii.  24.  viii.  3. 
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would  float  upon  the  waters,  and  rest  securely,  when 
they  were  abated. 

On  the  whole,  we  arrive  at  this  conclusion,  that 
we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  deduce  any  arithmetical 
results,  with  regard  to  the  future,  from  this  number 
of  three  and  a  half  years,  forty-two  months,  or  1260 
days. 

Let  us  not,  however,  imagine  that  these  numbers 
are.  superfluous.  Nothing  in  Scripture  is  so.  God 
has  ordered  all  things  in  mea^sure  and  number  and 
weight*.  We  cannot  now  understand  all  the  har- 
monies of  the  divine  Arithmetic,  yet  some  we  can. 
These  numbers  in  the  Apocalypse  are  of  great  use. 
They  do  not  indeed  gratify  the  cravings  of  human 
curiosity.  They  do  not  enable  us  to  construct  a  pro- 
phetical Ephemeris,  or  an  Apocalyptic  Almanack. 
But  they  present  to  us  certain  parallelisms.  They 
show  that  the  sufferings  of  Scripture  coincide  with 
those  of  the  Church,  and  vrith  the  Empire  of  the 
Beast  f.  They  remind  us  of  our  own  ignorauce, 
and  of  God's  knowledge.  They  teach  us  patience. 
They  tell  us  that  the  days  of  man  arefew^  and  that 
a  Millennium  is  a  moment  to  the  Eternal.  They 
warn  us  that  we  are  not  to  expect  sabbatical  perfec- 
tion in  this  World.     They  have  an  analogical  value. 

•  Wisdom  xi.  20. 

f  The  true  temper  of  a  Christian,  in  regard  to  future  "  times 
and  seasons,"  is  beautifully  pourtrayed  in  the  admirable  letter  of 
St.  Augustine  to  Hesychius,  De  fine  Sceculi^  Epist.  cxcix. 
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They  remind  us  that  here  we  are  to  look  for 
trials — trials  stick  as  those  endured  by  the  Ancient 
Church  of  Israel  in  her  forty-two  sojourneyings  in 
the  Wilderness; — trials  stcck  as  those  endured  by 
Elias  under  Ahab,  by  the  Maccabees  under  Antiochus, 
and  by  Christ  from  His  own  countrymen.  And 
they  encourage  us  with  the  joyful  assurance,  that  if 
we  are  true  to  Christ,  and  maintain  His  cause  with  zeal, 
courage,  and  charity,  then,  though  we  suffer,  we  shall 
conquer  also ;  that  our  sufferings  will  soon  be  over ; 
that  they  will  appear  like  a  few  days ;  then  even  for 
us  there  will  be  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  a  heavenly 
Feast  of  Dedication,  and  a  cloud  of  heavenly  glory, 
and  an  eternity  of  joy. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  train  of  the  Pro- 
phecy. 

And  the  red  Dragon  (we  read)  poured  a  flood  after 
the  Woman^  to  drown  her ;  but  the  Earth  helped  her, 
and  drank  up  the  flood*.  And  the  Devil  departed,  to 
make  war  with  the  remnant  of  her  seed,  which  keep 
the  commandment  of  God -f. 

The  Power  of  the  red  Dragon  here  is  the  same  as 
tLat  before  represented  in  the  second  seal,  as  riding, 
with  a  sword  in  his  hand,  on  a  red  1;.  horse— the  horse 
of  fire  and  blood — ^the  power  of  Rome. 

*  Cf.  Isaiah  viii.  7.  ovoyci  Kvpiog  iif  vfxaQ  to  v^wp  tov  vorafiov 
TO  iaxvpov  icai  voXv  tov  fiaaiXia  tUv  ^Atravplwy, 
t  Rev.  xii.  15—17. 
j;  In  both  passages  the  word  is  the  same,  irvfipo^y  red  as  fire. 
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Here  we  see  the  stream  of  Roman  persecution, 
with  which  the  Devil  endeavoured  to  overwhelm 
the  Church  in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity.  Then 
the  Waters, — the  deep  waters  of  the  provd, — would 
have  droumed  her,  and  the  stream  went  over  her 
soul*. 

But  the  Earth  helped  the  Woman,  and  swallowed 
up  the  stream ;  that  is,  the  Roman  Empire  f  became 
Christian,  and  the  Church  was  rescued  and  protected 

•  Psalm  cxxiv.  4. 

f  Constantine,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Eusebius,  speaks  of  the 
Dragon  being  ejected  from  the  government  of  the  World  by  God's 
Providence  and  his  own  ministry — tov  BpaKoyroc  iicelyov  aro 
r^C  tUp  KoivHy  ^loucZ/o^eiiic  tov  Gcov  tov  fityitrrov  wpoyoig,  iifurip^ 
M  virripetrl^  eKEiw\OiyTot. — De  Vit.  Const,  ii.  c.  46.  And  Constan- 
tine  placed  before  the  vestibule  of  his  palace,  a  representation  of 
the  cross  over  his  own  head,  and  of  the  Dragon  beneath  him, 
thrust  down  to  the  abyss. — iii.  c.  3.  Toy  kyBpov  koX  voXifiioy 
Orjpaj  Toy  T^y  iKK\ti<riay  tov  Qtov  dca  Tfjc  Twy  adetay  iroXcopir^ffavra 
Tvpavyliog,  cara  fivOov  <l>ep6fi€yoy  iroi^trag  iv  ZpaKOVTog  f^P^V'  ^P^' 
KoyTa  yap  ahToy  koI  OKoXioy  o^cv  iy  ttpo^riTHy  Qeov  fiipkoiQ  ayri- 
yopBve  TO,  \6yia,  Bio  Kal  fiatriXevc  viro  to7s  avTOv  Koi  rwv  avrov 
iroal  fiikni  ireirapfiiyoy  cara  fiiaoy  tov  kvtovc  /3i/6occ  re  OaXdfftnfQ 
hvip^mnivoy  Zia  Ttjc  KTipo\VTOv  ypa^^c  t^eiKyv  roTc  wdtn  tov  Bpa-' 
KoyTa,  i3^€  Kti  Toy  &^a>'^  tov  Twy  kvBp^Tnay  yivovq  woXifiioy  ai- 
yiTTOfuyoc* 

A.D.  313  Constantine  issued  his  edict  at  Milan  in  favour  of  the 
Christians ;  he  decreed  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  a.d. 
321 ;  from  a.d.  323  the  heathen  symbols  disappear  from  his 
coins.  The  adoption  of  the  sacred  monogram,  the  Labarum,  was 
another  public  profession  of  Christianity.  Heathen  sacrifices 
were  prohibited  by  Constantius  a.  d.  353. 
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by  the  civil  power ;  and  therefore  the  Devil  de- 
parted,  to  devise  some  other  mode  of  attack  upon 
the  Church. 

He  soon  found  what  he  desired.  This  is  now  re- 
vealed by  St.  John.  He  proceeds  with  the  Vision 
of  the  Church,  and  displays  a  new  Form  of  Danger  to 
her*.  He  stood  on  the  shore  of  the  sea^  and  I  saw  a 
Beast  rising  from  the  sea^  having  seven  heads  and  ten 
horns,  and  on  his  horns  ten  crowns,  and  on  his  heads 
a  name  of  blasphemy.  And  the  Dragon  (that  is,  the 
Devil)  gave  him  his  power,  and  his  throne,  and  great 
authority. 

This  Vision  is  afterwards  expounded  by  St.  John 
himself,  as  follows  : — 

/  saw  a  Woman  sitting  on  a  scarlet  Beast,  fuU  of 
names  of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  f . 
And  again  \ :  The  seven  heads  are  seven  Mountains, 
where  the  Woman  sitteth  § ;  and  they  are  seven  Kings, 
or  Kingdoms,  or  forms  of  Government  || ;  for  so  the 
word  is  used  in  the  parallel  place  of  the  prophet 
Daniel  **,  where  the  Roman  Empire  is  called  a  Kin^, 

*  He,  i.  e.  the  Dragon.  See  Notes  to  the  Harmony,  xiii.  1. 
Rev.  xiii.  1,  2. 

f  Rev,  xvii.  3.  J  Rev.  xvii.  12, 

§  OTTov  fi  yvvii  KaQrirai  kn  avrHv.     Rev.  xvii.  9. 

II  The  seven  successive  forms  of  Government  of  Rome.  1. 
By  Kings.  2.  Consuls.  3.  Dictators.  4.  Decemvirs.  5.  Mili- 
tary Tribunes.  6.  Emperors.  7.  The  German  Emperors,  who 
were  Kings  of  Italy.  See  Tacit.  Annal.  i.  cap.  1,  and  Vitringa, 
p.  590. 

**  Daniel  vii.  17.  23.     See  also  Vitringa,  p.  591.    Ba^iXtic 
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and  also  a  Kingdom*  And  the  ten  horns  are  ten 
Kings,  which  have  not  yet  received  power,  but  will 
receive*  it,  as  Kings f  (that  is,  with  the  name  of 
Kings,  but  not  with  undivided  Kingly  power),  at 
the  same  time  with  the  Beast.  And  the  Beast  t^ 
from  Xy  that  is,  proceeds  from^  the  seven  heads  or 
forms  of  Government,  and  he  is  himself  the  Eighth 
Head ;  and  the  Woman  who  sitteth  upon  the  Beast 
is  THAT  GREAT  CiTY  which  hoth  dominion  over  the 
Kings  of  the  Earth  J. 

This  Vision,  being  thus  explained,  as  to  its  main 
features,  by  St.  John  himself,  admits  of  but  one 
interpretation ;  and,  as  we  shall  show  more  fiilly  here- 
after ||,  it  has  been  so  clearly  fulfilled  in  the  world,  and 
this  fulfilment  is  so  wonderful,  and  so  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  human  prescience,  that  any  one  who  will 
carefully  consider  the  matter,  must  assuredly  confess 
that  the  eyes  of  the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse  were 
illumined  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

life  ynQi  Kings  of  the  Earthy  is  a  phrase  used  in  the  Revelation 
for  all  the  Powers  of  Earth  generally^  whether  monarchical  or 
no,  especially  as  opposed  to  Christ,  the  King  of  heaven. 

*  XafifiavovfTiy  present ;  i.  e.  prophetically. 

f  (tfc  /SaaiXilc, — very  descriptive  of  the  divided  allegiance 
which  is  paid  under  the  Papacy  to  Kings,  who  give  their  power 
to  the  Beast.  Rev.  xvii.  13. — See  Heidegger  Myst.  Bab.  ii.  311. 
"  tanquam  reges^  adeoque  precarii,  servientes,"  vassals  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  which,  in  the  person  of  Pope  Innocent  IIL  (Epist.  i. 
401.)  compared  the  Kingly  power  to  the  Moon,  and  the  Papal 
to  the  Sun.  X  Rev.  xvii.  11. 

§  Rev.  xvii.  18.  ||  In  Lectures  X.  XI.  XII. 
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There  are  certain  subordinate  points  in  it,  on  which 
we  shall  now  say  a  few  words. 

The  place  from  which  this  Beast  arises  is  the  Sea. 

Now,  if  we  revert  to  the  Second  Trumpet,  we  find 
that  it  announced  the  removal  of  a  great  burning 
Mountain  into  the  Sea*.  This  word  Sea  connects 
the  present  Vision  with  that  Trumpet 

The  Mountain  was  the  Roman  Empire,  and  this 
Sea^  as  we  have  said,  was  the  tumultuous  Element 
of  Various  States  into  which  the  great  Mountain 
of  the  Roman  Empire  was  plunged,  and  in  which 
it  was,  as  it  were,  quenched  and  liquefied,  and  from 
this  Sea  the  Beast  arises. 

Here  you  will  remember  that  St.  Paul,  in  his 
Second  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  thus  writes  f : 
Ye  know  what  withhotdeth^  or  hindereth  {to  Kariyjiv)^ 
that  the  Lawless  one  (o  avo/moc)  should  be  revealed  in 
his  due  season.  But  (adds  the  Apostle)  it  hindereth 
only  till  he,  who  now  restrains  \y  shall  be  removed^ 
and  then  the  Lawless  one  (that  is,  the  Beast)  will 
be  revealed. 

The  most  eminent  Ancient  Eastern  and  Western 
Expositors  recognized  the  Imperial  Power  $  of  Rome 

•  Rev.  viii.  8.     See  above,  Lect.  VII.  p.  205,  206. 

t  2  These,  ii.  3—8.  J  6  Karixaav. 

§  Chrysost  ad  loc. ;  also  Theophylact.  ad  loc. ;  Jerome  on  Dan. 
▼ii.;  and  £p.  ad  Algas.  Qu.  2.  See  also  Tertullian,  De  Resurr. 
Camis,  c.  24 ;  Hippolyt.  de  Antichristo,  c.  49 ;  Cyril.  Catech. 
XV.  6.  8  ;  and  cp.  Bp.  Andrewes  c.  Bellarmin.  c.  x.  p.  235, 
"  Fore  ut  cum  Roma  exactus  esset  Imperator,  turn  demum  thronum 
suum  capesseret  Andchristus." 
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in  the  obstacle  which  restrained  the  Revelation  of 
the  Lawless  one ;  and  they  taught  that,  on  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Empire,  represented  here  by  the  re- 
moral  of  the  Mountain,  and  the  casting  of  it  into 
the  Sea,  the  Lawless  one  would  be  revealed. 

The  seven  Heads  represent  the  seven  forms  of 
civil  Government  to  which  Rome  was  subject  be- 
fore the  Papacy  arose.  One  of  these  heads  is  de- 
scribed as  wounded  and  healed*;  and  we  know  (to 
cite  the  words  of  Bishop  Andrewesf)  that  the 
Imperial  power,  which  was  broken  by  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  revived  with  all  its  former  strength  in  the 
Papal.  The  Beast  is  said  to  have  been,  and  not  tobe^ 
although  he  is  § :  that  is,  the  Papal  power  pre-existed, 
in  its  secular  greatness,  in  the  Imperial ;  although  in 
another,  spiritual,  sense  it  had  not  yet  arisen ;  and  the 
Beast  is  said  to  be  from  the  seven  heads,  and  to  be 
himself  the  eighth,  that  is,  to  be  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment, which  will  succeed  on  the  disappearance  of 
the  seventh  Head.     That  is,  the  Roman  mountain 

•  Rev.  xiii.  3. 

f  Bp.  Andrewes,  c.  Bellarmin.  p.  287.  "  Romse  Imperium, 
quod  graviter  afflictum  a  Gothis  et  Vandalis,  curata  tamen  plaga 
ejus  vires  pene  pristinas  post  recepit,  cum  exurgeret  de  novo  et 
grandesceret  in  serie  Paparum  Romanus  Antichristus.  Ibi  caput, 
ibi  plaga  capitis,  plaga  lethalis,  ibi  plagae  cura.*'  Chapters  9, 
10,  11,  and  12  of  Bp.  Andrewes'  work  are  very  full,  on  this 
subject.     See  Appendix  I.  to  Vol.  ii.  of  this  Work. 

X  jcatVep  iaTiy'  where  xal  Taptffrai,  and  he  will  appear^  is  the 
reading  of  many  MSS.,  and  is  received  by  Scholz.  The  sense 
of  this  is  obvious.  §  Rev.  xvii.  8. 
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must  first  be  cast  into  the  Sea ;  and  then  the  Beast 
will  rise  from  the  Waves. 

An  important  remark  arises  here.  Your  attention 
has  been  already  called  to  the  catchwords  which 
connect  one  part  of  the  Apocalypse  with  another  *. 

This  observation  must  be  extended  further. 

The  Apocalypse  itself  is  connected,  by  like  catch- 
words, with  the  Prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament ; 
especially  as  read  in  the  Greek  Septuagint  Version. 

A  remarkable  one  occurs  in  the  passage  before  us. 

The  Beast,  we  read,  makes  war  with  the  Saints, 
and  has  a  mouth  speaking  great  things  f,  STOMA 
AAAOYN  MEFAAA. 

Refer  now  to  Daniel's  Prophecy,  concerning  the 
horn  which  riseth  in  the  midst  of  the  ten  horns  of 
the  fourth  monarchy  or  Roman  empire.  This  horn, 
we  read,  makes  war  with  the  Saints,  and  has  a  mouth 
poking  great  things,  J.TOM  A  AAAOYN  MEFAAA^:. 

Thus  St.  John  knits  on  his  Apocalypse  to  the 
book  of  Daniel ;  and  identifies  the  Beast  of  the  one 
with  the  little  Horn  of  the  other. 

A  SECOND  Beast  is  next  described  by  St.  John, 
which  has  two  horns  like  a  Lamb  §,  and  speaks  as  a 

♦  See  above,  Lecture  VI.  p.  187.  190.  f  Rev.  xiii.  5. 

X  Such  are  the  words  in  Dan.  vii.  8,  in  the  LXX  ;  and  also  in 
the  Version  of  Theodotion. 

§  Haymo  ad  cap.  xiii.  Agnus,  Christus  est,  de  quo  Joannes 
dixit,  Ecce  Agnus  Dei.  Duo  ejus  comua  sunt  innocentia  et  vita 
pura,  doctrina  et  miracula ;  ista  simulabunt  se  habere  ministri 
Antichristi. 
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Dragon.  The  word  Lamb  occurs  twenty-nine  times 
in  the  Apocalypse,  and  is  always  applied  to  Christ. 
This  Second  Beast,  therefore,  with  its  horns  like  a 
Lamb,  combines  an  outward  semblance  of  Christ 
with  the  fierce  spirit  of  the  Evil  One.  This  Beast 
then  cannot  be  a  heathen  or  infidel  power,  but  repre- 
sents some  form  of  Christianity. 

How,  it  may  be  asked,  does  this  Beast  differ  from 
the  former,  which  has  been  just  described  ? 

The  former  Beast,  we  reply,  is  the  depository  of 
Power;  and  the  latter  labours  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  that  Power  *.  Hence  it  is  that  the  words  "  it  was 
given  f "  are  repeatedly  applied  by  St.  John  to  the 
former  Beast,  and  that  the  expression  ^*he  works  X^ 

*  St.  Irenseus,  v.  28,  commenting  on  this  passage,  well  describes 
the  second  Beast  as  the  "Yircpaffirc^if  c»  or  Armour-bearer  of  the 
first  Beast. 

'\  xiii.  2.    IZiaKtv  avrf  6  Spaicuip. 
4c  liwxey  H/ovffiay  rf  Qriplf, 
5  i^odri  avTf  mofAa  XaXovv  /neyoXa. 
5  IBoOri  airr^  woifltrai  fiijyaQ  rtaaapAKOvra  Ivo. 
7  €B60ri  ain-f  w6\efwy  irocJ|«raft  fura  tQv  hylwv  icai  viiniffai 

ahrovQ, 
7  i^oOri  avTtp  cjovo'ia  eiri  iratrav  fvXfiv, 
j;  xiii.    12  Trjy  eiovolav  tov  xp^frov  Oriplov  irdffay  touX  iy^ 
wirioy  avTov. 

12  iroicT    rify    yiiy    ical    tovq    irpavKvyovyras    iy    avrj    lya 

irpoaKvyfiffwai  to  Oripioy. 

13  woiti  ofifAtia  fJieyaXa, 

13  tva  Kal  nvp  iroip  icarajialyiiy, 

14  erifjtiia  iroifltr at  eywirtoy  tov  Oyplov. 

14  \iyei  Toififfai  eUoya  rf  Oripif.  [15   iroitiafi 
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characterizes  the  latter.  The  second  Beast  works 
for  the  former  Beast,  to  whom  tJie  power  is  given. 

This  Second  Beast  is  described  as  compelling  all 
to  worship  the  former  Beast,  and  to  receiye  his 
mark,  and  not  allowing  any  to  buy  or  selly  who 
have  not  the  mark  or  the  name  of  the  former  Beast. 

In  Scripture,  a  Prophet  is  a  Preacher;  and  this 
Second  Beast,  which  has  the  semblance  of  a  Lamb*, 

15  roc^ffjf  6troi  hv  fiii  Tpoaxvpiiakftri  .  •  .  tya  iLiroKravOAai. 

16  iroul    wayTQQ    .  .   •     iva    lUtriy    ahrdiQ    \dpayfia  cxi  r^c 

XiipOQ  avrijy  ri|c  itttaQ^  $  eiri  rwy  fiiTt^iruty, 

17  ifac  (va  fAii  tiq  Hyifrai  hyopdeai  k,t,\, 

*  The  oomment  of  Primasius  (Bishop  of  Adrumetum,  in 
Africa,  in  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century,)  on  this  passage  is 
very  observable,  as  showing  that,  even  before  their  fulfilment, 
these  prophecies  were  supposed  to  point — ^not  to  an  infidel  or 
heathen  power,  but  to  a  form  of  Christianity.  '*  Haec  bestia  duo 
comua  Agni  similia,  duo  Testamenta,  Vero  Agno  competentia, 
sibi  usurpare  tentavit.  Ut  draco  tamen  loqui  didtur,  quia  in 
hypocrisi,  id  est,  in  simulatione  VeriiaHs  decipit.  Agnumfingitt 
ut  Agnum  invadat,  id  est,  Cheisti  corpus.  .  .  .  Poiestatem 
prwris  hestice  faciebai,  .  .  Astante  enim  populo  faciunt  Pr^B" 
positi,  quod  diaboli  voluntati  proficiat,  sub  velamento  hypocrisis 
Ecclesice.  .  .  .  Claret  tUramque  bestiam  unum  corpus  esse,  et 
unius  nequitise  cultum  exercere,  ut  sequentis  bestiae  hypocrisis 
priori  bestise  militare  dicatur  .  •  .  ilia  bestia  sibi  simulate  Agni 
nomen  usurpat.  Hsec  simulatio  eousque  praevaluit  ut  terreni 
seducti  propter  signa  bestiae,  ipsi  bestiae  miserabili  assensu  fa-, 
ventes,  mutua  se  devotione  cohortentur  bestiae  imaginem  fiibri- 
care,  sicut  qui  jam  non  aestiment  dubitandum  quod  vere  ipse  sit 
Christus,  cum  sit  in  Antichristo  diabolus  .  •  .  cui  (Antichristo) 
ut  Deo  honorem  aestimant  deferendum."  A  wonderful  Expo- 
sition ! 
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is  called  by  St.  John  the  False  Prophet,  that  is, 
the  Teacher  or  Preacher  of  felse  doctrines*.  He  is 
a  Wdfin  Sheep's  clothing^. 

Observe  also ;  these  two  Beasts  live  and  die  to- 
gether.   They  have  the  same  doom  at  the  same  time  X. 

When  all  these  things  are  considered,  it  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  be  thought  reasonable  to  concur  with 
those  Expositors  ^  who  see  in  the  Second  Beast  ||  a 
personification  of  the  Papacy  acting  by  those  par- 
ticular Orders,  calling  themselves  Religious  Orders, 
and  so  wearing  the  semblance  of  the  Lamb,  and 
denominated  Preaching  or  Prophetic  Orders — I 
mean  the  Dominican  and  Franciscan,  and  after  them 
the  Jesuits — which  have  laboured  with  all  their 
might  and  ability  to  advance  the  Papal  claims  to 
Omnipotence  and  Infallibility**.     This  they  have 

•  Rev.  xvi.  18.  xix.  20.  xx.  10.         +  Matth.  vii.  15. 

X  Rev.  xix.  20.  §  See  Vitringa,  p.  613. 

II  Limborch.  Histor.  Inquisitionis,  p.  39.  Circa  a.d.  1200 
Papa  (Innocent  III.)  instituit  Ordines  Dominicanorum  et  Fran- 
ciscanorum  qui  contra  hsereses  pmdicarent, — The  Franciscan 
Order,  a.d.  1207,  sanctioned  by  Pope  Innocent  III.;  a.d.  1209, 
the  Dominican,  also  under  Innocent  III.  Pope  Honoriusi  in  his 
bull  to  Dominic,  speaks  of  the  Dominicans  as  "  pugiles  fidei." 
Cp.  Vitringa,  p.  613,  614. — These  Orders  were  called  "  fulcra  et 
sustentacula  Ecclesise  Pontificiae."  See  Ussher  de  Succ.  Eccl. 
cap.  ix.  §  ix. 

**  Paul  IV.  (says  Onuphrius  in  vit.)  said  that  '*  the  authority 
of  the  Papacy  leant  on  the  Inquisition"  (hoc  uno  niti  sedis 
Apostolicse  authoritatera).  Cp.  Com.  Agripp.  de  Vanit.  Scient. 
c.  96,  and  Heidegger.  Myster.  Babyl.  ii.  283 ;  who  calls  them 
Reh'gious  Orders,  the  "  adminicula  et  munimenta  "  of  the  Papacy. 
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done,  vdth  delegated  authority  from  Rome,  by 
means  of  the  Tribunal  of  the  Inquisition  *,  calling 
itself  the  **Hoh/  Office^**  professing  to  propagate  the 
Gospel ;  bearing  an  olive  branch  in  one  hand,  and  a 
drawn  sword  f  in  the  other, — ^uniting  the  Lamb  with 
the  Dragon.  This  they  have  also  done,  by  imposing 
unrighteous  oaths  and  monstrous  confessions  t  of 
Faith,  which  may  truly  be  called  marks  of  the  Beast, 
in  which  implicit  faith  in,  and  obedience  to, — not 
Scripture,  but — the  Roman  Pontiff  is  made  the 
main  article;  and  not  allowing  any  to  buy  or  sell 
— ^that  is,  not  permitting  any  one  to  exercise  any 
ministry  in  the  Church  J,  unless  he  binds  himself  by 
an  oath  of  unqualified  obedience  to  the  Papal  See. 
The  Trent  Creed,  or  Confession  of  Pius  IV.,  which  is 
at  this  day,  and  has  been  for  near  three  centuries, 

*  SeeSarpi's  and  Limborch's  History  of  the  Inquisition. 

f  See  the  plate  in  Limborch,  p.  373,  and  ibid.  p.  370. 

X  A  brief  Account  of  some  of  these  savage  and  portentous  Con- 
fessions may  be  seen  in  Letter  IX.  of  the  Sequel  of  the  Author's 
Letters  to  M.  Gondon.  Marvellous  is  the  applicability  to  them 
of  St.  John's  words,  —  They  cause  the  earth  and  the  dwellers 
therein  to  worship  the  first  heast^  and  to  make  an  image  to  him ; 
and  to  receive  his  mark  on  their  right  hands  or  their  foreheads. 
See  Rev.  xiii.  12—17. 

§  Haymo  ad  cap.  xiii.  Nemo  potent  vendere  avt  emere"]  Prce^ 
dicatio  negotio  comparatur :  nemo  potent  prcedicare  nisi  qui^^m 
bestise  tenuerit ;  et  ad  cap.  xvi.  Character  bestiae  fides  Ejus  in- 
telligitur;  Numerus  eslHominis^  (says  Aquinas,)  nonZ)d;  super 
ipsius  Divinitatis  potentiam  extoUetur,  ita  ut  homo  peccator  (homo 
peccati,  2  Thess.  ii.3). — Joachim,  p.  168.  Prsdicatores  dicuntur 
venditores,  auditores  autem  emptores,  qui  suscipiunt  verbum. 
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imposed  on  all  the  Clergy,  secular  and  regular,  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  which,  setting  out  with  the 
Creed  of  Nicsea,  adds  to  it  Twelve  Articles  unknown 
to  the  primitive  Church, — ^thus  joining  the  Lamb 
with  the  Dragon, — ^must,  if  the  truth  be  spoken,  be 
called  a  Symbol  *  of  the  False  Prophet  f . 

St.  John,  we  see,  describes  Two  Beasts.  The  most 
striking  characteristic  of  Papal  Rome  is  its  twofold 
character :  it  claims  two  Supremacies.  It  wears  the 
Imperial  Tiara  and  the  Sacerdotal  Mitre.  It  bears 
two  Swords. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  we  conclude  that,  as  in  the 
Seals,  the  Arch-Enemy  of  man  is  represented  as  a 
Rider  on  different  horses:!:;  so,  in  the  two  Beasts, 
are  two  personifications  of  the  Papacy  in  its  two 
forms — Civil  and  Ecclesiastical. 

These  two  Beasts  appear  to  be  foreshown  by  Our 
Lord  Himself,  Who  says,  There  shaU  arise  false 
ChristSy  and  false  Prophets^  and  shall  show  great  Signs 
and  Wonders  §.  The  former  Beast  in  the  Apocar 
lypse  assumes  divine  power — ^he  is  a  fidse  Christ. 

*  Petrus  OHvi  apud  Baluz.  Misc.  i.  p.  250.  Per  illam  Bestiam 
intelligitur  Pseudo-Papa  cum  suo  Pseudo-Propheta. — Tliis  was 
written  in  the  fourteenth  century.    See  Appendix  D. 

f  The  words  of  Aquinas  on  this  passage  are  very  remarkable : 
— Ei  vidi]  quasi  dicat,  ita  mihi  ostensum  est  quomodo  Anti- 
christus  persequetur  Ecdesiam  per  Principes  (the  first  beast), 
ostensum  mihi  etiam  est  quomodo  earn  persequetur  per  suos 
Pr dedicator es. 

X  Rev.  vi.  4—8.  §  Matt.  xxiv.  24. 
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The  latter  teaches  and  imposes  false  doctrines,  for 
the  maintenance  of  that  assumption:  he  is  a  false 
Prophet*  and  is  so  called  by  St.  John. 

The  description  of  these  two  Beasts  is  followed  by 
a  Vision  of  the  Victory  of  the  Lamb,  and  of  the 
Twelve  times  twelve  thousand  with  him;  that  is, 
the  Apostolic  Church.  These,  says  St.  John,  are  they 
who  have  not  been  defied  with  womenyfor  they  are  Vir- 
gins.  Here  is  another  anticipatory  reference  to  what 

*  The  interpretation  of  the  Abbot  Joachim  is  very  remarkable, 
p.  10.  Caput  septimum  erit  ille  Antichristus,  qui  sicut  Christus 
dictus  est  Rex  et  Propheta,  ita  et  ipse  se  nuntiabit  esse.  Joachim, 
p.  7*  Assimilatur  destructio  Babylonisdestructioni  Romse.  P.  117. 
Babylon  in  apertione  sexti  sigilli  aocipiet  malum  quod  in  quinto 
contulit  aliis,  et  duplo  magis.  P.  188.  Antequam  reveletur  Anti- 
christus oportet  desolari  Imperium  Romanum,  quod  ei  resisdt  ne 
reveletur.  P.  167  and  168.  Ut  prima  Bestia  habitura  est  quen- 
dam  magnum  Regem  sect&  suft,  sic  prsedicta  Secunda  Bestia  seu 
Pseudo-propheta  egredietur  de  sinu  Ecclence,  P.  173*  Tradenda 
est  ipsa  Meretrix  Babylon  et  Imperium  Romanorum  Bestiae. 
P.  198.  Roma  est  Ola  dvitas  magna,  etnova  Babylon  et  meretrix  ; 
in  quft  civitate  etiam  per^rinatur  Hierusalem  civitas  sancta.  Et 
(p.  168)  habitura  est  quendam  magnum  Prselatum  quasi  sit  Uni» 
versalis  Pontifex  in  toto  orbe  terrarum,  ut  ipse  sit  ille  Antichristus 
de  quo  dicit  Paulus,  Extollitur  ei  adversatur  super  omne  quod 
diciiur  Deus  aut  quod  exeoliiur^  ita  ut  in  templo  Dei  sedeat,  osten- 
dens  se  tanquam  sit  Deus.  These  interpretations  from  the  pen  of 
the  Abbot  Joachim  (a.  d.  1200)  are  the  more  striking,  because  they 
are  contained  in  a  work  inscribed  to  a  Roman  Pontiff.  Some 
other  similar  passages  concerning  the  Church  of  Rome  (e.g. 
Mulier  auro  inaurata  quae  cum  terrae  principibus  fomicatur,  Ro- 
mana  Ecdesia  ista  est)  from  Joachim's  other  writings,  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  C.  in  the  Second  Volume  of  the  present  Work. 
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follows.  They  have  not  been  defiled  with  women*. 
What  women  ?  it  may  be  asked.  If  we  proceed,  we 
read  of  the  Woman  seated  on  the  Beast,  and  of  the 
harlotry  f  of  the  Woman,  with  whom  the  Kings  of 
the  earth  commit  fornication.  And  soon  we  see  her 
displayed  in  all  her  meretricious  splendour  ^^  There, 
then,  is  the  reply  §. 

This  Vision  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  shows  us  that  we  are  now  again  at  the  period 
of  the  Sixth  Seal,  and  of  the  Sixth  Trumpet  or  Second 
Woe. 

An  Angel  now  appears,  flying  in  mid  heaven,  having 
in  his  hand  the  Everlasting  Gospel — a  remarkable 
contrast  to  the  great  City  vaunting  herself  Eternal, 
which  is  a  name  of  blasphemy  ||.  He  has  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel  to  preach  to  all  Nations  and  Tongues ; 
and  He  cries.  Fear  God^  and  give  Him  glory;  for  the 
hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  **. 

This  confirms  the  interpretation  before  givenff 
concerning  the  Second  Woe.  The  loosing  of  the 
four  Angels  at  the  river  of  Babylon — the  rising  of 
the  Two  Witnesses — ^and  the  Preaching  of  the  Ever- 

*  The  critical  reader  need  not  be  reminded  that  this  use  of  the 
Plural  for  the  Singular  is  very  frequent  in  the  New  Testament, 
as  in  classical  authors.  See  Matt.  ii.  20.  Acts  xvii.  28.  18. — 
Bentley's  Sermon  ii.  on  Atheism,  and  Glassii  Phil.  Sacra, 
p.  282.  421. 

f  Chap.  XV.  8.  J  Chap.  xvii.  1 — 7. 

§  Compare  Rev.  xv.  2.  ||  Rev.  xiii.  1. 

••  Rev.  xiv.  7. 

tt  See  above,  Lect.  VII.  p.  213—225. 
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lasting  (xospel  to  all  the  World,  appear  to  refer  to 
the  same  period,  and  to  describe  the  free  spread  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  in  every  tongue,  as  a  Witness  to 
the  World,  and  as  a  Woe  to  their  Enemies,  and  then 
shall  the  end  come  *. 

Another  Angel  follows;  announcing  the  fall  of 
Babylon  f.  This  appears  to  be  in  the  time  of  the 
Seventh  Vial, — ^when  Babylon  comes  into  remembrance 
before  God  X^  Babylon  is  destroyed :  but  the  Beast 
still  remains.     Romanism  will  survive  Rome. 

A  third  Angel  warns  the  world  against  worship- 
ping the  Beast,  or  receiving  bis  mark ;  and  declares 
the  eternal  punishment  due  to  that  sin^.  And  a 
Voice  from  Heaven  is  heard,  saying,  WritCy  Blessed 
are  the  dead^  who  die  in  the  Lord:  yea,  now,  says  the 
Spirit^  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours;  and 
their  works  follow  them  ||. 

One  like  the  Son  of  Man  appears,  sitting  on  a 
white  cloud,  having  a  golden  crown,  that  is,  as  King 
of  Kings,  and  bearing  a  sickle  in  his  hand.  And  a 
fourth  Angel  proceeds  from  the  Sanctuary,  and  cries, 
Put  in  thy  sickle^  and  reap ;  for  the  time  of  harvest  is 
come^^. 

•  Matt.  xxiv.  14.  f  Rev.  xiv.  8. 

X  Rev.  xvi.  19.  §  Rev.  xiv.  9—12. 

II  Rev.  xiv.  13.  inrdprij  yal,  \lyei  to  UvtvfAcu  This  is  a  pro- 
phetic encouragement,  promising  immediate  rest  to  all  who  suffer 
for  Christ. 

♦♦  Rev.  xiv.  15,  16. 
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A  fifth  Angel  comes  from  the  Sanctuary  with  a 
sharp  sickle : 

A  sixth  Angel  follows,  having  power  aoer  the  fire ; 
and  he  cries  to  the  Angel  with  the  sharp  sickle  *, 
Put  in  thy  sickle^  and  reap ;  and  the  Angel  does  so, 
and  gathers  the  grapes  of  the  Earthy  and  ca>sts  them 
into  the  Winepress  of  the  Wrath  of  God :  and  the 
Winepress  is  trodden  withotd  the  city^  and  blood  comes 
forth  from  the  Winepress  up  to  the  bridles  of  the 
Horses -f  for  a  thousand  and  siw  hund/red  furlongs  %. 

What  horses  are  these?  it  may  be  inquired. 

Let  us  refer  back  to  the  Sixth  Trumpet,  or  Second 
Woe.  There  the  four  Angels  are  described  as  ac- 
companied with  innumerable  \  Horsemen. 

Thus,  one  obscure  passage  explains  another:  and 
again  we  see  a  mark  whereby  to  ascertain  our  place 
in  the  course  of  the  Prophecy. 

•  MiUe  falcem  acutam.  Victorinus  here  notes  :  De  gentlbus 
perituris  in  Adventu  Domini.     He  understands  this  of  the  end. 

f  See  above.  Compare  Joel  ii.  4,  sqq.  and  Joel  iii.  12,  sqq. 
in  the  LXX.  where  the  Horses  ...  the  Harvest,  and  the  Wine- 
press are  described.  Sixteen  hundred  furlongs ;  Victorinus  ad 
loc.  well  interprets  this  :  Per  omnes  mundi  quatuor  partes  :  qua- 
temitas  enim  est  conquatemata,  sicut  in  quatuor  faciebus  et  qua- 
driformibus  et  rotis  quadratis.  It  indicates  the  completeness  and 
universalityof  the  Victory,  as  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  denote  the  consummation  of  the  number  of  the  Elect. 
"  Per  stadia  mille  sexcenta  omnis  summa  reproborum  exprimitur 
per  orbem  quadripartitum,"  says  Haymo  ad  cap.  xiv. 

J  Rev.  xiv.  16.  20. 

§  Rev.  ix.  16, 17.    See  Lect.  VII.  p.  213,  to  end. 
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This  is  the  spiritual  conflict  of  Armageddon  *. 

Soon  after  it  the  Beast  and  False  Prophet  are  de- 
stroyed ;  hut  the  Dragon  still  remains  f . 

What,  it  may  now  be  asked,  is  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter and  function  of  these  six  Angels,  who  are  thus 
introduced  in  succession? 

They  are  Messengers  of  Warnings:  the  others  are 
Ministers  of  Judgments.  Hence,  it  will  be  observed, 
that  they  are  described  as  crying  with  a  hud  voice  to 
awaken  a  slumbering  World  :|:,  with  the  alarm  of 
impending  Visitation. 

Here  we  rest  for  the  present,  and  review  the  Vi- 
sions, which  we  have  been  contemplating  in  the  two 
last  Discourses. 

First,  we  have  seen  the  prophetic  History  of  Holy 
Scripture  revealed  by  the  Spirit  to  St.  John.  We 
have  seen  its  divine  origin — its  awful  dignity,  and 
its  tremendous  power  like  that  of  an  immense 
and    invincible  Army.      We    have    seen   that    it 

♦  Rev.  xix.  11.  t  Rev.  xix.  20. 

J  Observe  the  1st  Angel  (xiv.  6)— cKov  &yy tKov  veTWfuvov, 

Xiyovra  kv  i^tayfj  /ncyaXi/,  *0BH9HTE  ic.r.X. 
2nd  Angel  (xiv.  8) — fiyycXoc  //coXov^jycrc  Xc'ywv,  "EUESEN 

IT.  r.  X. 
3rd  Angel  (xiv.  9)— -rpiroc  fiyycXoc  ijKoXovdfiffev,  Xiytav   iv 

i^wvj  fuydXfi,  EI  TIS  TO  GHPION  vpoaicvvil  K.r.X. 

KaifiKOvffa  t^vrjc  jc.r.X.  FPA^ON,  Maicapiot  oi  vtKpol  v.r.X. 
4th  Angel  (xiv.  15)— fiyyfXoc  e^fiXOev  .  .  .  Kpa^toy  Iv  ^wv^ 

fAEydXri,  IIEM^ON  to  Zpiiravdv  ffov  c.  r.  X. 
6th  Angel  (xiv.  18) — l^dtvrifft  Kpavyj  /xeyaXp,  Xiywv,  IIEM- 

*0N   K.  T.  X. 
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is  the  channel  of  divine  grace ;  the  Rule  of  faith 
and  practice;  the  Sceptre  of  Gt>d*s  Kingdom; 
the  Rod  of  His  Judgment;  His  Witness  to  the 
World. 

We  have  also  seen  St.  John's  divine  prophecy  con- 
cerning its  reception  in  this  world.  And  he  enables 
us  to  foresee  its  future  triumph,  and  the  woes  which 
will  overtake  all  who  despise  it.  Marvellous,  indeed, 
is  the  fulfilment  which  this  Prophecy  has  already 
received,  and  is  now  receiving.  It  might  have  been 
expected  that  the  Word  of  the  great  Creator  and 
Sovereign  Lord  of  the  World  would  have  gained 
ready  attention,  and  unqualified  love,  and  universal 
obedience  from  His  creatures  and  subjects.  But  no. 
St.  John  reveals  a  different  result.  And  so  it  has 
come  to  pass.  The  Written  Word  has  been  treated 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Incarnate  Word.  The 
Herods  and  Pilates  of  Earth  have  conspired  against 
it;  and  it  has  been  set  at  nought  by  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  of  the  Great  City. 

Let  us  here  adore  God's  long-suffering,  and  be- 
wail man's  sin.  God  is  justified :  man  is  silenced. 
And  let  no  one  be  staggered  or  astonished  if  it  should 
be  his  lot  to  see  other  more  outrageous  insults  heaped 
on  the  Word  of  God. 

We  see  its  present  sufferings;  and  so  one  part 
of  the  prophecy  is  shown  to  be  true :  and,  let  us 
remember,  St.  John  predicts,  that  as  it  suffers  with 
Christ,  so  will  it  rise  again,  and  ascend,  and  reign 
with  Him.     Therefore,  let  us  not  be  offended,  or 
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dismayed,  by  its  treatment  on  earth;  but  let  us 
raise  our  eyes,  and  contemplate  its  glory  in  Heaven. 
Above  all,  let  us  take  heed  to  ourselves:  let  us 
fear  the  Word ;  let  us  believe  the  Word ;  let  us 
obey  the  Word— or  the  Word  will  be  our  Woe. 

Secondly^  St.  John  reveals  to  us  the  History  of 
the  Church. 

Some,  you  are  aware,  there  are  who  affirm,  that 
temporal  felicity  and  amplitude  of  dominion  are 
notes  of  the  true  Church  * ;  and  they  proceed  to  argue 
that  their  own  Church  is  the  spouse  of  Christ,  be- 
cause it  has  enjoyed  worldly  prosperity,  and  has  long 
exercised  secular  sway. 

But  how  different  is  the  language  of  St.  John ! 
He  represents  the  Apostolic  Church,  the  Spouse  of 
Christ — ^the  Spiritual  Queen,  as  a  pilgrim  and  so- 
journer upon  earth.  She  is  the  Woman  in  the  Wil- 
derness. On  the  other  hand,  the  Woman  who  sits 
enthroned  as  a  Queen  upon  many  waters,  which  are 
peoples^  and  mttUittides^  and  nations  ^^  is  not  the 
Bride,  but  the  Harlot — not  Sion,  but  Babylon. 

We  learn  from  the  Apocalypse,  that  the  true 
spouse  of  Christ  must  suffer.  She  must  suffer  like 
Her  divine  Lord ;  first,  from  a  heathen  power,  and 
next  from  a  corrupt  Church. 

Who  would  have  believed  his  report  ?  How  in- 
credible was  all  this  when  St.  John  wrote !    But  this 

*  Bellarmine  de    Notis   Ecclesise,   lib.   iv.    c.   18.     Ultima 
nota  entfeliciias  temporalis,  f  Rev.  xvii.  1.  15. 
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prophecy,  also,  has  heen  already  in  part  fulfilled,  and 
is  now  in  course  of  fulfilment.  The  Church,  built  on 
the  foundation  of  Apostles  and  Prophets^  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  being  the  chief  comer  stone  ^^  has  heen  be- 
leaguered by  foes  from  without  and  from  within, 
ever  since  the  day  of  her  building.  She  has  been 
assailed  by  the  Arch-Enemy  of  man — ^first,  with 
heathen  arms,  and  then  with  the  weapons  of  Heresy, 
Superstition,  and  Infidelity.  She  has  been  driven 
into  the  Wilderness. 

Alas!  is  not  this  true?  Has  not  this  prophecy 
been  verified  ?  is  it  not  fulfilled  in  our  own  eyes  ? 
Are  not  some  of  the  Nations  of  the  World  at  this 
hour  treating  aU  Religions  as  equally  true?  Do 
not  some  endow  Judaism  side  by  side  with  Chris- 
tianity ?  And  in  the  great  work  of  National  Educa- 
tion, are  they  not  setting  at  defiance  Christ's  own 
commission  to  His  Churchj — Teach  all  Nations^  Feed 
My  LanAsf  Are  they  not  denying,  that  Christ's 
Spouse  is  the  Mother  of  Christ's  children  ?  Are  they 
not  taking  away  her  children  and  His  from  her 
breasts  and  from  her  knees,  and  depriving  them  of 
the  pure  milk  of  the  Word,  and  of  the  spiritual  food 
of  the  Sacraments,  and  of  the  Line  upon  Line^  Pre- 
cept upon  Precept  \  of  Christian  Creeds  and  Cate- 
chisms? Are  they  not  giving  them  away  to  false 
Mothers?     Instead  of  strengthening  Sion,  are  they 

♦  Eph.  ii.  20.  t  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20.    John  xxi.  15. 

X  Isaiah  xxviii.  10. 
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not  rebuilding  Babylon  ?  And  has  not  the  treache- 
roos  Harlot  spoiled  the  Spouse  even  of  her  name, 
and  called  herself  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

Thus  the  Woman  is  in  the  Wilderness.  But  Mi- 
chael  and  his  Angels  are  stronger  than  Satan  and  his 
angels.  She  is  still  clothed  with  the  Sun,  and  treads 
on  the  Moon,  and  is  crowned  with  twelve  stars.  She 
still  shines  in  the  night  of  the  world.  Ood  appoints 
her  a  place.  He  feeds  her  with  heavenly  manna  in 
the  desert.  He  bears  her  on  the  Two  Wings  of  the 
Great  Eagle  through  the  vast  wilderness.  In  her 
present  sufferings  she  sees  a  pledge  of  her  future 
glory.  For  these  trials  have  been  predicted  by  St. 
John ;  and  he,  who  has  predicted  ^m^  has  also  re- 
vealed her  triumph.  The  one  have  been,  and  are ; 
the  other  will  be.  Therefore,  though  she  is  in  the 
Wilderness,  she  does  not  faint.  She  loves  to  be  like 
her  Lord.  She  looks  for  severer  trials  yet.  The 
Church  will  be  like  Christy  even  to  the  end.  She 
will  have  her  Gethsemane — her  Calvary.  But  beyond 
them  all  she  sees  the  Mount  of  Ascension — the 
cloud  of  glory — the  crystal  sea — ^the  Throne  of  God. 
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LECTURE   X. 


Rev.  xiii.  9. 
If  any  man  have  an  ear,  let  him  hear. 

It  having  been  shown  in  previous  Discourses  that 
the  Apocalypse,  or  Book  of  Revelation,  is  rightly 
received  as  a  work  of  the  Evangelist  St.  John,  and 
that  it  holds  a  peculiar  place  as  the  Seal  of  the 
whole  Bible,  I  would  now  invite  your  attention  to 
some  striking  visible  proofs  of  its  Divine  Inspiration. 

The  Apocalypse  is  a  prophecy;  and  it  has  now 
been  in  the  world  for  nearly  eighteen  centuries. 

The  question  therefore  naturally  arises, — Have 
any  of  its  predictions  been  fulfilled  ? 

If  they  have,  then,  among  other  important  deduc- 
tions from  that  fact,  we  have  in  such  fiilfilment  a 
clear  demonstration  of  its  divine  origin ;  and  also 
we  have  presumptive  evidence  that  the  other  pre- 
dictions of  the  Apocalypse,  concerning  the  Last 
Great  Things — Judgment,  Heaven,  Hell,  and  Eter- 
nity— will  be  fiilfiUed  likewise. 

Besides,   the   Apocalypse,   as    might    readily   be 
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shown,  is  a  Manual  of  Christian  Faith  and  Practice, 
and  if  it  is  inspired  by  God,  then  we  have  here 
another  proof  of  the  divine  origin  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  and  of  the  truth  and  importance  of 
Christianity. 

You  perceive  then  that  this  question  is  a  most 
momentous  one — "  Have  the  prophecies  of  the 
Apocalypse  been  fulfilled  ?'* 

It  has  been  my  endeavour  to  offer  some  reply  to 
it  already  by  an  expository  comment  on  this  Book  ; 
and,  with  this  view,  we  have  commenced  at  the 
opening  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  have  proceeded  as 
far  as  the  thirteenth  chapter. 

Here  we  resume  our  undertaking ;  and  it  is  our 
hope  to  prosecute  it  to  the  close  of  these  Lectures. 

At  this  point,  in  the  course  of  our  Exposition,  we 
pause  to  observe,  that  the  particular  prophecies 
which  will  now  engage  our  attention,  and  to  which 
the  present  Discourse  is  designed  as  introductory, 
are  fraught  with  the  most  solemn  warning  and 
admonition  to  us  all. 

What  then  are  these  prophecies  to  which  we  now 
refer  ?  and  how  have  they  been  fnlfiUed  ? 

Our  reply  is  as  follows : 

Having  been  led  in  these  Discourses  to  devote 
the  best  faculties  at  command  to  this  solemn  subject, 
I  should  feel  myself  guilty  of  culpable  dereliction  of 
duty  in  the  sight  of  Almighty  God,  if  I  did  not 
declare  my  conviction  that  the  prophecies  contained 
in   the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,   Sixteenth,   Seven- 
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teenth.  Eighteenth,  and  Nineteenth  Chapters  of  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John  the  Divine,  and  vrhich  de- 
scribe the  guilt,  and  pourtray  the  punishment,  of  the 
mystical  Babylon,  have  been  partly  accomplished, 
and  are  in  course  of  complete  accomplishment^  in 
the  Church  of  Rome. 

This,  I  well  know,  is  a  very  grave  assertion ;  and 
ought  not  to  be  made  without  the  most  serious 
deliberation. 

The  Church  of  Rome,  my  brethren,  was  planted 
by  Apostles  of  Christ;  it  was  watered  by  the  blood 
of  Martyrs ;  it  was  fostered  by  dews  from  heaven. 
For  many  years,  in  succession,  its  faith  was  spoken  of 
through  the  whole  worlds  It  was  long  the  burning 
and  shining  light  of  Western  Christendom. 

To  affirm  then  that  this  Church,  having  been 
once  espoused  as  a  chaste  Virgin  f  to  Christ  by  Apo- 
stolic hands,  has  been  false  to  her  plighted  troth ; 
that  she  has  forgotten  the  love  of  her  espousals  | ; 
that  she  has  played  the  harlot ;  that  she  has  allured, 
and  still  allures,  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  spiritual 
adultery ;  that  she  is  pourtrayed  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  Apocalypse  as  a  second  Babylon;  that  she 
is  designated  by  Him — not^  as  she  claims  herself 
to  be,  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  all  Christian 
Churches — ^but  as  the  Mother  of  s^^intusA  fornications 
and  abominations  of  the  earth  § ;  and  to  make  this 
assertion  publicly,  in  this  the  Church  of  a  Christian 

♦  Rom.  i.  8.  +2  Cor.  xi.  2. 

X  Jer.  ii.  2.  §  Rev.  xvii.  5. 
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Universitj,  is  to  venture  upon  an  act  which  involves 
the  deepest  responsibility;  and  which  cannot  be 
performed,  except  with  feelings  of  awe,  and  emotions 
of  bitterest  sorrow. 

But  this  assertion,  my  brethren,  is  now  solemnly, 
deliberately  made ;  made  under  an  imperative  sense 
of  duty ;  made  in  your  ears,  in  the  presence  and 
House  of  God. 

Some,  I  am  aware,  may  exclaim.  How  uncha- 
ritable is  such  an  accusation  !  how  inconsistent  with 
the  mild  and  loving  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  to  arraign 
a  Christian  Church,  one  so  distinguished  as  the 
Church  of  Rome,  for  amplitude,  dignity,  and  anti- 
quity ;  and  to  brand  it  with  such  an  ominous  name, 
— ^to  characterize  it  as  Babylon ! 

But,  we  reply. 

Who  wrote  the  Apocalypse?  The  Apostle  and 
Evangelist  St.  John.  He  was  a  Son  of  Thunder ; 
but  he  was  the  beloved  Disciple  of  Christ :  He  was 
the  Apostle  of  Love.  And  this  divine  Boanerges 
fulmined  forth  God^s  judgments  in  love. 

As  the  rolling  thunder  breaks  forth  from  the 
dark  summer-cloud,  and  as  the  cloud  is  gilded  with 
radiant  sunbeams,  and  as  the  electric  storm  purifies 
the  air,  so  the  thunders  of  the  Apocalypse  peal  forth 
from  the  clouds  of  divine  wrath,  but  they  bear  a 
message  of  love.  Repent  (they  say) ;  do  thy  first 
works;  and  I  fciU  give  thee  the  Morning  Star*. 

•  Rev.  ii.  28. 
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As  many  as  I  love^  I  rebuke  and  chasten ;  be  tihou 
zealous  therefore^  and  repent*.  Behold,  I  stand  at 
the  door  f . 

Again;  we  ask,  Who  moved  St.  John  to  write 
the  Apocalypse?  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  If 
any  man  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit 
saith  unto  the  Churches  j:. 

Assuredly,  my  beloved  brethren,  it  is  not  unchsr 
ritable  in  us  to  declare,  what  the  Spirit  of  Peace 
dictated  to  the  Apostle  of  Love. 

Nay,  rather,  we  should  be  guilty  of  grievous  sin ; 
we  should  be  doing  what  in  us  lies  to  frustrate 
St.  John's  labour  of  love ;  we  should  be  resisting  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  we  should  be  forfeiting  the  blessings 
promised  in  the  Apocalypse  to  all  who  read  and  keep 
the  words  of  this  prophecy  J,  if  we  £euled  to  proclaim 
what,  by  the  voice  of  St.  John,  it  has  pleased  God 
to  reveal. 

They,  let  us  be  assured,  are  not  lovers  of  peace,  or 
of  their  own  and  other  men's  souls,  who  build  up  a 
wall,  and  daub  it  with  untempered  morter  \\ ;  and 
specJc  smooth  things,  and  prophesy  deceits  **,  and  say. 
Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace  ff ;  for  it  is 
written,  O  son  of  man,  if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn 
the  wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in 


•  Rev.  iii.  19.  f  ^^v.  iii.  20. 

X  Rev.  ii.  7.  11.  17.  29.  iii.  6.  13.  22. 
§  Rev.  i.  3.  xxii.  7.  ||  Ezek.  xiii.  10. 

••  Isaiah  xxx.  10,  ff  Jer.  vi,  14. 
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his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood  wiU  I  require  at  thy  hand  *. 
And,  He  that  flaitereth  his  neighbour^  spreadeth  a  net 
for  his  feet  f ;  but,  He  that  rebuketh  a  man^  shall 
afterwards  find  more  favour^  than  he  that  flaitereth 
with  his  tongue  %. 

Still  further:  If  the  Church  of  Rome  be  indeed 
right  in  her  assertion,  that  out  of  her  pale  there  is 
no  salvation  J ;  if  it  he  really  true,  that  she  cannot 
err,  and  will  never  fidl ;  if  she  has  indeed  been  con- 
stituted by  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  unique  Depository 
and  supreme  Arbitress  of  the  Faith,  then  assuredly 
it  is  a  very  perilous  thing  to  be  separated  from  her, 
and  we  ought  not  to  lose  an  hour  before  we  join  her 
communion. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  as  we  now  aflSrm,  and 
shall  hereafter  proceed  to  prove,  the  Apocalyptic 
prophecies  concerning  Babylon  do  indeed  point  at 
her  J  then,  by  uniting  ourselves  with  Rome,  we  should 
sever  ourselves  from  St.  John ;  then,  by  communi- 
cating with  her,  we  should  rebel  against  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Yes,  my  beloved  brethren,  we  have  received  the 
Apocalypse  from  the  hand  of  St.  John,  who  calls  it 
the  JRevelation  of  Jesus  Christ  ||,  and  the  voice  of  the 
Spibtt  to  the  Church.    We  have  it  in  our  hands,  and 

•  Ezek.  xxxiii.  8.  f  Prov.  xxix.  5. 

X  Prov.  xxviii.  23. 

$  In  the  Trent  Creed, — *'  Extra  hanc  fidem  nemo  salvus  esse 
potest." 
II  Rev.  i.  1. 
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we  point  to  it,  and  say, — Here  we  have  a  positive 
command  from  Almighty  God  not  to  partake  of  her 
sinsy  lest  tee  also  receive  of  her  plagues  *.  The  in- 
spired Exile,  the  divine  Evangelist^  upon  the  shore 
of  Patmos,  not  only  addressed  the  Seven  Churches 
of  Asia,  but  he  now  speaks  to  us .'  he  speaks  to  the 
Church  of  England,  and  to  all  the  Churches  of 
Christendom : — If  any  man  worship  the  Beast  and 
his  imagcy  and  receive  his  mark  in  his  forehead^  or  in 
his  handy  the  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  Hie  wrath 
of  Gody  which  is  poured  out  without  misture  into  the 
cup  of  His  indignation ;  and  he  shall  be  tormented 
with  fire  and  brimstone  in  the  presence  of  the  holy 
Angelsy  and  in  the  presence  of  (he  Lamb  f. 

We  have  also  a  divine  assurance,  for  ourselves, 
that,  in  not  communicating  in  the  sins  of  Bome,  and 
in  warning  others  how  they  venture  to  do  so,  we  are 
obeying  Christ  Himself;  for,  Here^  says  St.  John,  is 
the  patience  of  the  Saints;  here  are  they  that  keep  the 
commandments  ofOody  and  the  faith  ofJesUs  X. 

Thus,  then,  we  see  in  the  Apocalypse  a  strong 
appeal  to  our  charity.  Christian  love  longs,  above 
all  things,  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  It  prays  and 
labours  that  they  may  escape  Ood's  judgments,  and 
especially  that  they  may  be  saved  from  such  feaffiil 
woes — ^the  torments  of  the  lake  of  fire  J — ^which  are 
denounced  by  God  upon  Babylon.     How,  therefore, 

♦  Rev.  xviii.  4.  f  Rev.  xiv.  10. 

X  Rev.  xiv.  12.  5  Rev.  xiv.  10,  11.  xix.  20. 
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would  it  rejoice  that  these  prophecies  should  now 
be  duly  pondered  by  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  Rome!  How  thankful  would  it  be  that  the 
words  of  the  Apostle,  who  was  miraculously  rescued 
from  the  fiery  furnace*  at  Rome,  to  see  these 
Visions,  should  have  power,  by  God's  grace,  to  pkick 
them  as  brands  from  the  fire  f .  Let  us  all  pray,  pray 
earnestly,  to  God  that  this  may  indeed  be  so ! 

Especially  too^  as  years  roll  on,  and  as  the  judg- 
ments reserved  for  Babylon  draw  nearer  and  nearer^ 
and  as,  it  may  be,  in  the  events  of  our  own  day,  we 
feel  the  tremblings  of  the  earthquake  which  will 
engulph  her,  and  behold  the  flashing  forth  of  the 
fire  which  will  consume  her,  true  Christian  Charity 
will  put  on  Angel's  wings,  and  will  hasten  with  a 
Seraph's  step ;  and  will  be  like  the  heavenly  Mes- 
sengers despatched  by  God  to  Lot  in  Sodom ;  and 
will  lay  hold  on  the  hands  of  those  who  linger, 
and  will  urge  them  forth  from  the  door,  and  will 
chide  their  delay,  and  will  exclaim, — Arise!  whai 
dost  thou  here  f  Take  aU  that  thou  hast,  lest  thou  be 
consumed  in  the  iniquity  of  this  city  ^. 

And  what,  therefore,  shall  we  say  of  those,  our 
beloved  friends,  our  own  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christy 
who  have  been  nurtured  with  the  same  milk  of  the 
Gospel  at  the  breast  of  the  same  Mother  with  our- 
selves ;  who  have  breathed  the  same  prayers ;  who 

♦  Tertullian  de  Prcescr.  Hseret  c.  36. 

+  Zcch.  iii.  2.  J  Gen.  xix.  12—16. 
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have  knelt  before  the  same  altars,  and  have  walked 
with  us  side  by  side  in  the  courts  of  our  own  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  have  been  beguiled  by  seductiye  arts ; 
and  have  been  carried  away  captive — alas  !  willingly 
captive — to  Babylon ;  some  of  whom,  we  doubt  not, 
when  they  awake  from  the  dream  in  which  they 
are  entranced,  and  recover  from  the  first  paroxysms 
of  perversion,  and  when  they  calmly  compare  their 
present  state  with  the  past,  rue  secretly  the  sad 
change,  and,  bt/  the  waters  of  Babylon  sit  doum  and 
weep,  when  they  remember  thee  *,  O  Sion  ! 

What,  my  brethren,  shall  we  say  of  them?  It 
may  be,  that  we  ourselves  might  have  prevented 
their  falL  It  may  be,  that  we  have  even  hastened 
it  by  our  coldness  and  carelessness.  Shall  we  do 
nothing  for  their  recovery?  shall  we  not  remember 
them  in  our  prayers?  shall  we  not  endeavour  to 
restore  them  f  in  the  spirit  of  meekness  f  Shall  we 
not,  even  with  tears,  implore  them  to  listen — ^not  to 
us,  but — to  their  Everlasting  Saviour,  their  Almighty 
King  and  Judge,  speaking  in  the  Apocalypse  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Evangelist  St.  John?  Shall  we  not 
point  to  the  cup  of  wrath  in  God's  right  hand,  ready 
to  be  poured  out  upon  them?  Shall  we  not  say, 
in  the  words  of  the  Prophet, — Arise  ye  and  depart, 
for  this  is  not  your  rest ;  because  it  is  polluted,  it  shall 
destroy  you,  even  with  a  sore  destruction  X. 

*  Psalm  cxxxvii.  1.  f  Gal.  vi.  1.         J  Micah  ii.  10. 
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The  Book  of  Revelation,  thus  viewed,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  is  a  divine  Warning  of  the  peril  and  unhappi- 
ness  of  all  who  are  enthralled  by  Rome.  And  its 
prophetic  and  comminatory  uses  ought  to  be  pointed 
out  by  all  Christian  Ministers,  and  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all  Christian  congregations. 

They,  whether  Clergy  or  People,  forfeit  a  great 
blessing  and  incur  great  danger,  who  neglect  these 
divinely-appointed  uses  of  the  Apocalypse,  parti- 
cularly in  the  present  age,  when  the  Church  of 
Rome  is  employed  with  more  than  her  usual  activity 
in  spreading  her  snares  around  us,  to  make  victims 
of  her  deceits,  prisoners  of  her  power,  slaves  of  her 
will,  and  partners  of  her  doom. 

Still  Airther,  and  much  more :  A  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  when  led  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to 
treat  specially  of  the  Apocalypse,  would  be  betraying 
his  sacred  trusty  if  he  did  not  call  the  attention  of 
his  hearers  to  these  prophecies  which  occupy  so 
large  a  portion  of  this  Sacred  Book  ;  and  which,  for 
reasons  that  he  will  state  publicly,  he  is  fully  per- 
suaded have  been  AilfiUed,  or  are  in  course  of  ful- 
filment, in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

He  would  be  guilty  of  the  heinous  sin  of  handling 
the  word  of  God  deceitfully  * ;  and,  in  St.  Paul's  lan- 
guage, he  would  not  be  pure  of  the  blood  of  the  souls 
of  his  hearers^  as  not  declaring  to  them  the  whole 
counsel  of  Godf.     He  would   be   chargeable  with 

•  2  Cor.  iv.  2.  +  Acts  xx.  26,  27. 
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takinff  avoay  from  ike  words  of  St.  Johris  prophecy ; 
and  so  would  be  in  peril  of  having  his  own  name 
blotted  out  from  the  book  of  life  \  if  he  &iled  to  lift 
np  his  voic^  and  to  blow  the  trumpet  of  the  Gospel 
mth  no  uncertain  sound -f 9  and  to  proclaim  publicly 
and  solemnly,  in  accents  which  cannot  be  mistaken, 
that  the  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  is  no  other 
than  the  Church  of  Rome. 

In  discharging  this  responsible  duty,  he  must, 
however,  crave  not  to  be  misunderstood. 

Having  a  deep  sense  of  the  danger  of  those  who 
dwell  in  Babylon,  he  will  never  venture  to  affirm 
that  none  who  have  dwelt  there  could  be  saved.  The 
Apocalypse  itself  forbids  him.  On  the  very  eve  of 
its  destruction  the  voice  from  heaven  says,  Come 
out  of  herj  my  people^  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of 
her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues  %. 
And  so,  we  doubt  not,  God  ever  has  had,  and  now 
has,  some  people  in  Babylon. 

Some,  doubtless,  there  were  in  former  times  in 
our  own  land  who  had  not  the  blessed  privilege 
which  we  enjoy  of  hearing  the  voice.  Come  out  of 
her.  They  had  not  the  warnings  of  the  Gospel :  to 
them  it  was  almost  a  sealed  book.  And  this,  too, 
is  even  yet  the  case  with  many  in  foreign  lands. 
And,  since  responsibilities  vary  with  privileges,  and 
God  judgeth  men  according  to  what  they  have^  and 

•  Rev.  xxii.  19.  f  1  Cor.  xiv.  8. 

X  Rev.  xviii.  4. 
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not  according  to  what  they  have  not  *,  therefore  Chris- 
tian Love,  which  hopeth  ail  things  f ,  will  think  cha- 
ritably, and,  if  it  speak  at  all,  will  not  speak  harshly 
of  them  X. 

All  this  we  readily  allow.  But  then  we  must 
not  shrink  from  asking.  What  will  be  the  lot  of 
those  who  hear  the  voice,  Come  out  of  her,  and  yet 
do  not  obey  it  ?  And  what  will  be  their  portion, 
who, — when  the  voice  says.  Come  out  of  her, — go  in 
to  Babylon,  and  dwell  there  ? 

Again:  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  whose 
case  we  have  referred,  is  obliged,  for  fear  of  mis- 
representation, to  say,  that  he  readily  acknowledges, 
and  openly  professes,  that  Christianity  does  not  con-^ 
sist  in  hatred  of  Home. 

We  are  not  of  those,  who,  in  the  words  of  the 
great  Lord  Clarendon  §,  ''  consider  the  Christian 
Religion  no  otherwise  than  as  it  abhors  and  reviles 
Popery,  and  who  value  those  men  most,  who  do  it 
most  furiously.''  No;  the  Gospel  is  a  divine  Mes- 
sage of  Peace  on  earth,  and  good  wiU  towards  men  ||. 

•  Luke  xii.  48.     2  Cor.  viii.  12.  f  1  Cor.  xiii.  7. 

X  Compare  the  wise  and  charitable  sentiments  of  St.  Cyprian, 
Epist  Ixiii.  Si  quis  de  afUecessartbus  nostris  vel  ignoranter  vel 
simpliciter  non  observavit  et  tenuit  quod  nos  Dominus  facere 
exemplo  suo  et  magisterio  docuit,  potest  simplicitati  ejus  de  in- 
dulgentid  Domini  venia  concedi ;  nobis  vero  non  poterit  ignosci, 
qui  nunc  a  Domino  admoniti  et  instructi  sumus. 

$  Clarendon,  Hist.  Rebell.  i.  88,  p.  38,  ed.  Oxf.  1839. 

II  Luke  ii.  14. 
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The  banner  over  us  is  Love  *.  No  one  is  safe  be- 
cause his  brother  is  in  danger:  no  man  is  better 
because  bis  neighbour  is  worse.  Our  warfare  is  not 
with  meny  but  with  sins.  We  love  the  erring,  biit 
not  their  errors ;  and  we  oppose  their  errors,  because 
we  love  the  erring,  and  because  we  desire  their  sal- 
vation, which  is  perilled  by  their  errors,  and  because 
we  love  the  truth,  which  is  able  to  «ave  their  souls. 

We  know  that  Error  is  manifold;  but  Truth  is 
one :  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  by  no  means  enough 
to  oppose  Error ;  for  one  error  may  be  opposed  by 
another  opposite  error ;  and  the  only  right  opposition 
to  Error  is  Truth.  We  know,  also,  that  by  God's 
mercy  there  are  truths  in  Rome  as  well  as  errors; 
and  that  some  who  oppose  Rome  may  be  opposing 
her  truths,  and  not  her  errors.  Our  war&re  is 
against  the  errors  of  RomSj  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  truth  of  Christ.  We  reject  Popery  because 
we  profess  Christianity,  and  because  we  must  conn 
tend  earnestly  for  the  Faith  once  delivered  to  the 
Saints  f .  We  abhor  Babylon,  because  we  love  Sion. 
And  the  aim  of  our  warfare  is  not  to  destroy  our 
adversaries,  but  to  save  their  souls.  Therefore  in 
what  we  now  say,  or  shall  hereafter  say,  on  this 
subject,  we  hope  to  follow  the  precept  of  the  Apo- 
stle, Speak  the  truth  in  love  ^ ;  and  if,  through  human 
infirmity,  any  thing  be  spoken  otherwise,  we  pray 

♦  Cant.  ii.  4.  +  Jude  8. 

t  Eph.  iv.  15. 
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God  that  it  may  perish  speedily,  as  though  it  had 
never  been. 

We  pass  now  to  certain  other  important  pre- 
liminary topics. 

I.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  our  most  eminent 
Divines  have  commonly  held  and  taught  that  the 
Apocalyptic  prophecies,  concerning  Babylon,  were 
designed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  describe  the  Church 
of  Rome.  Not  only  they  who  flourished  at  the 
period  of  our  Reformation,  such  as  Archbishop 
Cranmer,  Bishops  Ridley  and  Jewel,  and  the  Authors 
of  our  Homilies,  but  they  also  who  followed  them 
in  the  next,  the  most  learned.  Age  of  our  Theology, 
— I  mean,  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  and  beginning 
of  the  seventeenth  century, — ^proclaimed  openly  the 
same  doctrine.  Yes,  my  brethren,  and  it  was  main- 
tained by  those  in  that  learned  age,  who  were  most 
eminent  for  sober  moderation  and  Christian  charity, 
as  well  as  for  profound  erudition.  It  may  suffice  to 
mention  the  illustrious  names  of  Richard  Hooker  * 
and  Bishop  Andrewesf. 

But  after  them  a  new  generation  arose.     This  was 

•  Hooker,  e.  g.  Sermon  on  St.  Jude  1 7 — 2 1 .  "  That  which  they 
call  Schisme  we  know  to  be  our  reasonable  service  unto  God  and 
obedience  to  His  Voice,  which  crieth  shrill  in  our  ears,  '  Go  out 
of  Babylon,  My  People,  that  you  be  not  partakers  of  her  Sins, 
and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues.' "     (Rev.  xviii.  4.) 

\  Bp.  Andrewes,  c.  Bellarmin.  capp.  ix — xii.  p.  220 — 290. 
See  Appendix  I.  in  Vol.  ii.  of  these  Lectures. 
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a  race  of  men  endued  with  more  zeal  than  know- 
ledge ;  devoid,  for  the  most  part,  of  reverence  for 
Authority  and  Antiquity,  and  filled  with  unbounded 
confidence  in  their  own  sagacity,  and  idolizing  their 
own  private  imaginations.  And  having  once  possessed 
themselves  with  a  persuasion  that  they  could  not 
adopt  a  more  effectual  mode  of  assailing  what  they 
themselves  disliked  than  by  denouncing  it  as  Popish, 
they  denounced  ancient  Truths  as  modern  Corrup- 
tions, and  impugned  Apostolic  Institutions  as  if  they 
were  Papal  Innovations.  They  involved  them  all 
in  one  sweeping  accusation  of  Antichristian  error  and 
Babylonish  pollution.  Against  them  they  sounded 
the  Trumpets,  and  on  them  they  would  have  poured 
out  the  Vials,  of  the  Apocalypse. 

Such  was  the  use  they  made  of  this  sacred  Book. 

And  what  was  the  result  ? 

A  re-action  took  place.  The  indiscriminate  vio- 
lence and  wild  extravagance  of  these  eager  zealots 
afforded  an  easy  triumph  to  their  Romish  antagonists. 

Some  of  their  precipitate  charges  were  easily  re- 
futed. It  was  proved,  that  man^  things  which  thet/ 
had  affirmed  to  be  Antichristian,  were  really  Apo- 
stolic ;  and  that  many  things  which  they  execrated 
as  Popish,  and  would  exterminate  as  Babylonish,  had 
been  authorized  by  the  unanimous  consent,  and  em- 
bodied in  the  universal  practice,  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Now  mark  the  consequence. 
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Some  of  their  accusations  being  thus  ignomi- 
niously  routed,  it  was  inferred  by  many  that  the 
rest  were  no  less  futile;  and  because  much  was 
shown  to  be  Apostolic  which  they  had  alleged  to  be 
Antichristian,  therefore  it  came  to  be  supposed  that 
what  was  really  Antichristian  might  be  Apostolic 
also.  And  so  the  passionate  zeal  of  the  accuser 
wrought  the  acquittal  of  the  accused;  and  some 
pious  and  sober-minded  men,  disgusted  by  the  ex- 
travagant folly,  and  alarmed  by  the  destructive  vio- 
lence, of  these  furious  Religionists,  ceased  to  regard 
Rome  as  Babylon ;  not  from  any  amendment  on  her 
part,  but  only  through  the  presumptuous  ignorance 
and  intemperate  vehemence  of  her  foes  *. 

What  do  we  thence  learn  ? 

The  necessity  of  sound  reason  and  of  sober  cau- 
tion, as  well  as  of  Christian  charity,  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  sacred  truth.  And,  in  the  matter  before  us, 
we  may  rest  assured,  that  none  are  more  dangerous 
enemies  of  the  cause  of  Christianity,  as  nobly  vin- 
dicated and  gloriously  restored  at  our  own  Reformar 
tion ;  none  are  more  effective  partizans  of  Romish 
error  and  corruption,  than  they,  who,  in  our  own 
age,  bring  a  blind  accusation  of  Popery  against  every 
thing  which  displeases  themselves. 

This  has  been  signally  exemplified  in  the  history 
of  the  Interpretation  of  the  Apocalypse. 

*  Compare  Bishop  Warburton,  Discourse  xxTiii.vol.  x.  p.  180, 
181,  ed.  Lend.  1811. 
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They  who  employed  it  to  denounce  whatever  they 
disapproved,  brought  discredit  on  this  Divine  Book ; 
and  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  invalidate  its 
solemn  warnings  against  Romish  Superstition,  and  to 
deprive  the  Church  of  its  heavenly  consolations. 

We,  therefore,  have  here  a  double  duty.  The 
Apocalypse  is  the  Voice  of  God  to  the  Church.  On 
the  one  hand,  although  its  prophecies  have  been 
misapplied  by  some,  it  is  not  safe  for  us  to  neglect 
their  right  application ;  on  the  other,  we  must  be  on 
our  guard  not  to  strain  them  beyond  their  proper 
limits,  lest,  by  being  applied  where  they  are  not 
applicable,  they  should  become  inapplicable  where 
they  ought  to  be  applied. 

II.  Another  consideration  has  had  much  weight 
with  some  members  of  our  own  communion,  and  has 
rendered  them  unable  to  see  the  Church  of  Rome 
in  the  Apocalypse. 

It  is  the  following  argument,  with  which  we  are 
often  encountered,  both  by  Romanists  and  Pro- 
testant Nonconformists.  If, — they  say, — ^the  Church 
of  Rome  is  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon,  then  you  your- 
selves, the  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  who 
derive  your  Holy  Orders  from  Rome,  are  infected 
with  the  taint  of  Babylon:  your  ministerial  com- 
mission, therefore,  is  liable  to  grave  suspicions :  the 
validity  of  your  ministrations  is  questionable;  in  a 
word, — ^by  fixing  the  stigma  on  Rome,  you  have 
branded  yourselves. 

Such  is  the  objection. 
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Assuredly  tbe  fear  of  it  is  as  groundless,  as  the 
allegation  of  it  is  illogical. 

We^  my  brethren,  do  not  derive  our  Holy  Orders 
from  Rome — but  from  Christ.  He  is  the  sole  source 
of  all  the  grace  which  we  dispense  in  our  ministry. 
And,  suppose  we  admit  that  this  virtue  flows  from 
Him  throttgh  some  who  were  in  communion  with  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  that  no  charitable  allowance 
is  to  be  made  for  those  who  held  her  doctrines  in  a 
darker  age — what  then?  The  Channel  is  not  the 
Source.  The  human  OflScer  is  not  the  Divine  Office. 
The  validity  of  the  commission  was  not  impaired  by 
the  unworthiness  of  those  through  whom  it  was  con- 
veyed. The  Vessels  of  the  Temple  of  God  were 
holy  even  at  Babylon :  and,  after  they  had  been  on 
Belshazzar's  table,  they  were  restored  to  God's 
altar*.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  to  be 
obeyed,  because  they  sat  in  Moses*  seat  f .  The  Sacrar 
ments  of  Christ,  administered  even  by  Judas,  were 
efficacious  to  salvation.  The  Old  Testament  is  not 
the  less  the  Word  of  God  because  it  has  come  to  us 
by  the  hands  of  Jews,  who  reject  Christ.  And  so,  the 
sacred  commission  which  the  Ministers  of  the  Church 
of  England  have  received  from  Christ,  is  not  in  any 
way  impaired  by  transmission  through  some  who  were 
infected  with  Romish  corruptions ;  but  rather,  in  this 
preservation  of  the  sacred  deposit  even  in  their  hands, 
and  in  its  conveyance  to  us,  and  in  its  purification 

•  Ezra  i.  7.  t  Matt,  xxiii.  2. 
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from  corrupt  admixtures^  and  in  its  restoration  to  its 
ancient  use,  we  recognize  another  proof  of  God's  ever 
watchful  providence  over  His  Church,  and  of  His 
mercy  to  ourselyes. 

HI.  This  leads  me  to  warn  you,  my  younger  hearers, 
against  two  opposite  errors.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
alleged  hy  some,  that,  if  Rome  be  a  Church,  she 
cannot  be  Babylon.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  said  by 
others,  that,  if  Rome  be  Babylon,  she  cannot  be  a 
Church.  Both  these  conclusions  are  false.  Rome 
may  be  a  Church,  and  yet  be  Babylon :  and  she  may 
be  Babylon,  and  yet  a  Church.  This  truth  will  appear 
from  considering  the  case  of  the  Ancient  Church  of 
God.  The  Israelites  in  the  Wilderness  were  guilty  of 
abominable  idolatry  *.  Yet  they  are  called  a  Church 
in  Holy  Writ*  And  why?  Because  they  still  re- 
tained the  Law  of  God  and  the  Priesthood  f .  So, 
also,  Jerusalem — even  when  it  had  crucified  Christ — 
is  called  in  Scripture  the  Holy  CityX.  And  why? 
By  reason  of  the  truths  and  graces  which  she  had 
received  from  God,  and  which  had  not  yet  been  wholly 
taken  from  her. 

A  distinction,  you  see,  is  to  be  made  between 
what  is  due  to  God's  goodness  on  the  one  side,  and 
to  man's  depravity  on  the  other. 

As  far  as  the  divine  mercy  was  concerned,  God's 
Ancient  People  were  a  Church :  but  by  reason  of 

•  Acts  vii.  38.  41.  43.  f  ^p.  Hooker,  iii.  c.  1  and  2. 

X  Matt,  xxvii.  53. 
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their  oum  wickedness^  thej  were  even  a  Synagogue  of 
Satan*;  and,  as  such»  they  were  finally  destroyed. 

Hence  their  ancient  Prophets,  looking  at  God's 
mercy  to  Jerusalem,  speak  of  her  as  Sion,  the  beloved 
city:  but  regarding  her  iniquities^  they  call  her 
Sodom  f  ,  the  bloody  dty  f . 

In  like  manner,  by  reason  of  God's  goodness  to 
her,  Rome  has  received  His  Word  and  Sacraments, 
and  through  His  long-suffering  they  are  not  yet 
utterly  taken  away  from  her :  and  by  virtue  of  the 
remnants  of  divins  truth  and  grace,  which  are  spared 
to  her,  she  is  still  a  Church.  But  she  has  miserably 
marred  and  corrupted  the  gifts  of  God.  She  has  been 
favoured  by  Him  like  Jerusalem,  and  like  Jerusalem 
she  has  rebelled  against  Him.  He  would  have  healed 
her,  but  she  would  not  be  healed  ^.  And,  therefore, 
while  on  the  one  hand,  by  His  love  she  is  Sion— on 
the  other,  through  her  own  sin,  she  is  Babylon. 

IV.  Having  now  specified  certain  causes  of  a  par- 
ticular kind,  which  have  partially  interfered  with  the 
right  application  of  these  Apocalyptic  prophecies,  we 
should  not  be  dealing  candidly,  if  we  did  not  advert 
to  one,  of  a  different  nature,  which  has  operated  un- 
favourably to  the  true  Exposition  of  the  Apocalypse. 

This  was  the  intimate  connexion  of  some  of  our 
own  Princes,  especially  three  of  the  Stuart  race, 
with  Papal  Courts.     One  of  these  three  Sovereigns 

•  Rev.  ii.  9.   iii.  9.  f  Isa-  >•  ^»  ^^-  >"•  9- 

X  Ezek.  xxiv.  6.  $  Jer.  li.  9. 
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was  wedded  to  a  Princess  of  the  Romish  persuasion ; 
the  second  wa^i  brought  up  under  Romish  influence ; 
and  the  third  was  himself  a  Romanist,  and  endea- 
voured to  establish  the  Romish  Religion  in  this  land. 
This  civil  connexion  of  England  with  Papal  Courts 
exercised  a  pernicious  influence  on  our  own  Theolo- 
gical Literature.  Those  writers  were  supposed  to  be 
ill-aflected  to  the  reigning  Powers,  and  disloyal  to 
the  Throne,  who  identified  Rome  with  Babylon,  and 
pointed  to  the  evils  which  Scripture  reveals  as  the 
consequences  of  communion  with  her.  They  were 
discouraged  or  silenced :  and  so  the  true  Interpret- 
ation of  the  Apocalypse  was  in  peril  of  being  sup- 
pressed *. 

This  may  be  a  warning  to  us,  that  civil  connexions 
with  Rome  are  not  unattended  with  religious  dangers. 

Before  we  conclude  the  present  discourse,  which, 
as  I  have  said,  is  intended  to  serve  as  preliminary  to 
the  argument  which  will  be  pursued  on  future  occar 
sions,  let  me  desire  you  to  fix  your  minds  on  certain 
very  important  practical  uses  of  the  particular  pro- 
phecies of  the  Apocalypse,  which  have  now  been 
occupying  our  thoughts. 

I.  Many  admirable  works  have  been  composed  by 
our  own  Divines,  in  Vindication  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land from  the  charge  of  Schism,  preferred  against 
her  by  Romish  Controversialists,  on  the  ground  of  her 

*  See  the  facts  stated  in  Bp.  Warburton's  Sermon,  as  cited 
above,  p.  307,  and  Pyle*s  Introduction  to  the  Apocalypse. 
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couduct  at  the  Befonnation,  when  she  cleared  her- 
self from  Romish  errors,  novelties,  and  eomiptions. 

It  has  been  shown  in  these  Vindications,  that  it  is 
indeed  the  boanden  duty  of  all  Churches  to  avoid 
strife,  and  to  seek  peace^  and  ensue  it  *.  But  it  was  also 
demonstrated,  no  less  clearly,  that  Unity  in  error  is 
not  true  Unity,  but  is  rather  to  be  called  an  impious 
Conspiracy  against  the  God  of  Unity  and  Truth. 

Doubtless,  there  is  a  Unity,  when  every  thing  in 
Nature  is  wrapped  in  the  gloom  of  Night,  and  bound 
with  the  chains  of  Sleep.  Doubtless  there  is  a 
Unity,  when  the  Earth  is  congealed  by  frost  and 
mantled  in  a  robe  of  snow.  Doubtless  there  is  a 
Unity,  when  the  human  voice  is  still,  the  hand  mo- 
tionless, the  breath  suspended,  and  the  whole  frame 
locked  in  the  iron  grasp  of  Death.  And  doubtless 
there  is  a  Unity,  when  men  surrender  their  Reason, 
and  sacrifice  their  Liberty,  and  stifle  their  Conscience, 
and  seal  up  Scripture,  and  deliver  themselves  mise- 
rable captives,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  Dominion 
of  the  Church  of  Rome.  But  this  is  not  the  Unity 
of  Light ;  it  is  the  Unity  of  sleep  and  gloom.  It 
is  not  the  Unity  of  warmth  and  life ;  it  is  the  Unity 
of  cold  and  death.  It  is  not  true  Unity,  for  it  is  not 
Unity  in  the  Truth. 

Therefore,  since  it  has  been  proved  by  Appeals 
to  Reason,  to  Scripture,  and  to  Antiquity,  that  the 

*  Psalm  xxxiv.  14. 
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Church  of  Rome  has  built  hay  and  stubble  oti  the  one 
foundation  laid  hy  Christ*;  that  she  has  added  to  the 
&ith  many  errors  and  corruptions  which  mar  and 
vitiate  it ;  and  since,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  teaches  us 
in  the  Apocalypse,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Church, 
which  has  fallen  into  error,  to  repent -f;  and  since 
Jesus  Christ  Himself,  the  Great  High  Priest — 
Who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  Golden  Candlesticks 
—declares  that  when  a  Church  has  left  her  first 
love.  He  will  remove  her  Candlestick  out  of  its  place 
except  she  repent  X,  and  strengthen  the  {kings  that 
remain,  that  are  ready  to  die  § ;  and  since  the  cor- 
ruptions of  one  Church  afford  no  palliation  or  excuse 
for  those  of  another ;  for,  as  the  Prophet  says^  though 
Israel  play  the  harlot,  let  not  Judah  sin  || ;  and,  as 
Christ  Himself  teaches,  though  the  Church  of  Sardis 
be  dead**,  and  Laodicea  be  neither  hot  nor  coldjf, 
yet  their  sister  Ephesus  must  remember  whence  she 
has  fallen^  and  do  her  first  works  W,  and  Pergamos 
must  repenty  or  He  will  come  quickly,  and  fight 
against  her  with  the  sword  of  His  mofuth  \\ — there- 
fore, we  say,  it  was  justly  concluded  by  our  Divines, 
that  no  desire  of  Unity  on  our  part,  nor  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  Rome  to  cast  off  her  errors,  could 

•  1  Cor.  ill.  12.  f  Rev.  iii.  8. 

X  Rev.  ii.  5.  %  Rev.  iii.  2. 

II  Hos.  iv.  15.  ••  Rev.  iii.  1. 

tt  Rev.  iii.  15.  %%  Rev.  ii.  5. 
§§  Rev.  ii.  16. 
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exempt  England  from  the  duty  of  Reformation ;  and 
if  Rome,  instead  of  removing  her  corruptions,  refused 
to  communicate  with  England,  unless  England  con- 
sented to  communicate  with  Rome  in  her  corrup- 
tions, then  no  love  of  Unity  could  justify  England  in 
compliance  with  this  requisition  of  Rome ;  for  Unity 
in  error  is  not  Christian  Unity ;  but,  by  imposing 
the  necessity  or  erring  as  a  term  of  Unity,  Rome 
became  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Unity,  and  so  the  sin 
of  schism  lies  at  her  door. 

This,  I  say,  my  brethren,  has  been  clearly  demon- 
strated, by  our  Divines;  and  a  careful  study  of  this 
proof  is  rendered  requisite  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  times. 

But  there  are  many  persons  who  have  not  the 
opportunity  of  perusing  their  works ;  and  they  who 
have,  will  not  forget  that  their  works  are  the  works 
of  men. 

Let  all  therefore  remember,  that  there  is  another 
Work  on  this  important  subject ;  a  Work  not  dic- 
tated by  man,  but  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  a  Work 
accessible  to  all, — ^the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John. 

The  Holy  Spirit,  foreseeing,  no  doubt,  that  the 
Church  of  Rome  would  adulterate  the  truth  by  many 
"  gross  and  grievous  abominations'* — ^I  use  the  words 
of  the  judicious  Hooker*— that  she  would  anathe- 
matize all  who  would  not  communicate  with  her, 

*  Eccles.  Polit.  iii.  1,  10. 
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and  denounce  them  as  cut  off  from  the  body  of 
Christ  and  from  hope  of  everlasting  salvation ;  fore- 
seeing also,  that  she  would  exercise  a  wide  and 
dominant  sway  for  many  generations,  by  boldly 
iterated  assertions  of  Unity,  Antiquity,  Sanctity,  and 
Universality ;  foreseeing  also,  that  these  pretensions 
would  be  supported  by  the  Civil  sword  of  many  tem- 
poral Governments,  among  which  the  Roman  Em- 
pire would  be  divided  at  its  dissolution ;  and  that 
Rome  would  thus  be  enabled  to  display  herself  to  the 
world  with  the  august  attitude  of  Imperial  power, 
and  with  the  dazzling  splendour  of  temporal  felicity : 
foreseeing  also  that  the  Church  of  Rome  would  cap- 
tivate the  Imaginations  of  men  by  the  fascinations 
of  Art  allied  with  Religion ;  and  would  ravish  their 
senses  and  rivet  their  admiration  by  gaudy  colours, 
and  stately  pomp,  and  prodigal  magnificence :  fore- 
seeing also  that  she  would  beguile  their  credulity  by 
Miracles  and  Mysteries,  by  Apparitions  and  Dreams, 
by  Trances  and  Ecstasies,  and  would  appeal  to  their 
evidence  in  support  of  her  strange  doctrines :  fore- 
seeing likewise,  that  she  would  enslave  men  by  prac- 
tising on  their  affections,  and  by  accommodating 
herself,  with  dexterous  pliancy,  to  their  weaknesses, 
relieving  them  from  the  burden  of  thought  and  from 
the  perplexity  of  doubt,  by  proffering  them  the  aid 
of  Infallibility ;  soothing  the  sorrows  of  the  mourner 
by  dispensing  pardon  and  promising  peace  to  the 
departed ;  removing  the  load  of  guilt  from  the  op- 
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pressed  conscience  by  the  ministries  of  the  Con- 
fessionaly  and  by  nicely-poised  compensations  for 
sin ;  and  that  she  would  long  flourish  in  proud  and 
prosperous  impunity,  before  her  sins  would  reach 
to  heavenj  and  come  in  remembrance  before  God*: 
foreseeing  also,  that  many  would  thus  be  tempted 
to  fall  from  the  faith,  and  to  become  victims  of 
deadly  error ;  and  that  they  who  clung  to  the  truth 
would  be  exposed  to  cozening  flatteries,  and  fierce 
assaults,  and  savage  tortures  from  her; — The  Holy 
Spirit,  I  say,  foreseeing  all  these  things  in  His 
Divine  knowledge,  and  being  the  Ever-Blessed 
Teacher,  Guide,  and  Comforter  of  the  Church,  was 
graciously  pleased  to  provide  a  divine  antidote 
for  all  these  evils,  by  dictating  the  Apocalypse. 

In  that  divine  Book  the  Spirit  of  God  has  pour- 
trayed  the  Church  of  Rome,  such  as  none  but 
Almighty  God  could  have  foreseen  she  would  be- 
come, and  such  as,  wonderful  and  lamentable  to 
say,  she  has  now  become.  He  has  thus  broken  her 
magic  spells;  He  takes  the  wand  of  enchantment 
from  her  hand ;  He  lifts  the  mask  from  her  face ; 
and  with  His  Divine  Finger  He  writes  her  true 
character  in  large  letters,  and  plants  her  title  on  her 
forehead,  to  be  seen  and  read  by  all, — Mystery, 
Babylon  the  Great,  the  Mother  of  the  Abomi- 
nations OF  THE  Earth  f. 

Thus,  then,  the  Almighty  and  AU-vrise  God  Him- 

•  Rev.  xvi.  19.  xviii.  5.  f  Rev.  xviii.  5. 
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self  has  vouchsafed  to  be  the  Arbiter  between 
Babylon  and  Sion,  between  the  Harlot  and  the  Bride, 
between  Rome  and  the  Church.  And  therefore, 
with  the  apocalypse  in  our  hands^  we  need  not  fear 
the  anathemas  which  Rome  hurls  against  us.  The 
Thunders  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  are  not  so  powerful 
and  terrible  as  the  Thunders  of  St.  John,  the  divine 
Boanerges  of  Patmos,  which  are  winged  by  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

What  is  it  to  us,  that  the  Nimrod  ♦  of  Babylon 
declares.  Ye  cannot  be  savedy  unless  ye  bow  to  me^ 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  says  by  St  John,  Come  out  of 
hcTy  My  People^  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins^ 
and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues  f 

Here  then  we  have  a  divine  Vindication  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  of  her  Reformation;  and 
our  appeal  is,  in  this  great  question  between  us  and 
Rome,  not  to  Bishop  Jewel  and  Hooker,  not  to 
Bishop  Andrewes  and  Archbishop  Bramhall,  admi- 
rable as  their  writings  are,  but  it  is  to  the  beloved 
Disciple  of  Christ,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 

Let  the  Church  of  Rome  here  behold  the  retribu- 
tion which  has  even  already  fallen,  in  a  most  striking 
manner,  upon  her. 

She  rests  her  claims  to  supremacy  and  infallibi- 


•  Hooker,  viii.  3,  5,  "  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  that  one 
Universal  Nimrod  who  alone  ruled  all."  Pope  Boniface  VIII. 
Extra.  1.  Tit.  viii.  says,  '*  Subesse  Romano  Pontifici,  omni  humance 
creaturcB  declaramus  esse  de  necessitate  salutis." 
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lity  on  the  succession  of  her  Poixlbi£&  to  St.  Pete7' ; 
and  so  she  puts  forth  these  claims  in  his  name. 

She  claims  to  be  the  true  Spouse  of  Christ  ;  and 
demands  obedience  from  all  in  His  name. 

Let  her  observe  now  how  Almighty  God  has  pro- 
nounced His  sentence  on  these  claims. 

He  has  condemned  them,  in  the  most  solemn  and 
terrible  language,  in  the  Apocalypse  by  the  voice  of 
St.  John,  the  dear  companion  of  St  Peter^  and  the 
beloved  Disciple  of  Christ. 

Thus  He  has  dealt  with  the  outrage,  of  which 
Rome  is  guilty,  against  St.  Peter  and  His  Divine 
Lord. 

IL  We  pass  to  another  point. 

Some  persons,  you  are  aware,  there  are,  who,  im- 
pelled by  charitable  motives,  which  are  entitled  to 
respect,  have  cherished  a  hope  that  a  Union  might 
one  day  be  possible  between  the  Churches  of  England 
and  Rome;  and  some,  perhaps  we  may  add,  have 
suffered  themselves  to  be  betrayed  into  suppressions 
and  compromises  of  truth,  with  a  view  to  this  result. 

It  is  indeed  greatly  to  be  wished,  that  if  it  so 
pleased  God,  aUChurches  might  be  united  in  the  truth. 
It  may,  also,  be  reasonably  expected,  that,  as  the  time 
of  her  doom  draws  near,  many  individual  memhers 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  may  be  awakened  from  their 
slumber, — that  they  may  be  excited  by  God's  grace 
to  examine  their  own  position,  and  to  contrast  the 
present  tenets  of  Rome  with  the  doctrines  preached 
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by  Christ  and  His  Apostles.  Thus  they  may  be 
enabled  to  purify  the  truth  which  they  retain  from 
the  dross  of  corruption  with  which  it  is  adulterated ; 
thus  they  may  be  empowered  by  God's  grace  to 
emancipate  themselves  from  her  thraldom  into  the 
olorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  *. 

Our  own  duty  it  is,  my  brethren,  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  accelerate  this  blessed  work.  But  let  us 
be  sure  that  it  will  be  impeded  by  all  who  disguise 
the  truth.  It  will  be  retarded  by  all  who  connive  at, 
flatter,  or  extenuate  the  guilt  of  Rome.  It  can  only 
be  furthered  by  uncompromising,  though  not  uncha- 
ritable, statements  of  the  sin  and  danger  of  com- 
municating in  her  errors  and  corruptions. 

And,  of  all  the  instruments  which  it  has  pleased 
God  to  give  us  for  this  holy  labour  of  religious 
Restoration,  none,  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed, 
will  be  so  effectual  as  the  language  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  Apocalypse  of  St  John. 

But  His  divine  Voice  forbids  us  to  look  for  Union 
with  the  Church  of  Rome.  We  cannot  unite  with  her 
as  she  is ;  and  it  forbids  us  to  expect  that  Rome  will 
cease  to  be  Rome.  It  reveals  the  awful  fact  that  Ba- 
bylon will  be  Babylon  to  tiie  end.  Itdisplays  her  ruin.  It 
says  that  deathy  mourning^  and  famine  are  her  destiny ; 
and  that  she  will  be  burnt  with  fire  f .  It  shows  us 
the  smoke  of  her  burning  \ ;  and  we  look  upon  that 

•  Rom.  viii.  21.         f  J^«v.  xvii.  16.         J  Rev.  xviii.  9. 
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sad  spectacle  from  a&r  with  such  feelings  of  amaze- 
ment and  awe  as  filled  the  heart  of  the  Patriarch, 
when  he  looked  toward  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^  and 
toward  all  the  land  of  the  plain ;  and,  lo,  the  smoke  of 
the  country  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace*. 

These  things,  my  brethren,  were  written  for  our 
learning. 

Some  imagine  thatRomeis  changed :  that,  although 
she  was  once  proud  and  cruel,  she  is  now  liberal  and 
enlightened ;  and  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
her.  But  this  is  not  the  doctrine  of  St.  John.  It  is 
not  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Apoca- 
lypse teaches  us  that  she  is  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable. It  warns  us,  that  if  she  regains  her 
sway,  she  will  persecute  with  the  same  fiiry  as 
before  f .     She  will  break  forth  with  all  the  violence 

•  Gen.  xix.  28. 

f  Let  me  add  here  the  sober  reflections  of  our  great  philo- 
sophical divine,  Bishop  Butler  : — "  The  value  of  our  own  (Esta- 
blished Clmrch)  ought  to  be  very  much  heightened  in  our  esteem 
by  considering  what  it  is  a  security  from, — I  mean  the  great  cor- 
ruption of  Christianity,  Popery ;  which  is  ever  hard  at  work  to 
bring  us  again  under  its  yoke.  Whoever  will  consider  Popery 
as  it  is  professed  at  Rome,  may  see  that  it  is  a  manifest  open 
usurpation  of  all  human  and  divine  authority.  In  those  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  where  its  monstrous  claims  are  not  admitted, 
and  the  civil  power  does  in  many  respects  restrain  the  Papal,  yet 
Persecution  is  professed,  as  it  is  also  enjoined  by  what  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  their  highest  authority, — ^a  General  Council,  so 
called,  with  a  Pope  at  the  head  of  it ;  and  is  practised  in  all  of 
them,  I  think  without  exception,  where  it  can  be  done  with 
safety."— Bp.  Butler's  Serm.  V.  on  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  2. 
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of  suppressed  rage.  She  will  again  be  drunken  with 
the  blood  of  the  Saints  *.  Ijet  us  be  sure  of  this ;  and 
let  us  take  heed  accordingly.  We  have  need  to  do 
so;  more  need,  perhaps,  than  most  of  us  suppose. 
The  warning  is  from  God :  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear^ 
let  him  hear  f . 

Again :  from  the  Apocalypse  we  learn  that  Rome 
will  be  visited  with  plagues,  like  Egypt ;  but  that, 
like  the  Sovereign  of  Egypt,  she  will  riot  repent : 
her  empire  will  be  darkened  |,  and  her  citizens  will 
gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain  $.  But  she  will  not 
repent  of  her  deeds  ||.  She  will  be  Babylon  to  the  end. 
And  God  forbid  that  Britain  should  ever  be  joined 
with  Babylon ! 

III.  Here  then  is  another  warning.  Let  us  pause 
before,  with  a  view  to  peace,  we  sacrifice  truth.  Let 
us  not  incur  the  divine  malediction,  by  doing  evil 
that  good  may  come  **.  Let  us  not  treat  the  Ro- 
man Babylon  as  if  it  were  Sion,  lest  God  should 
treat  our  English  Sion  as  if  it  were  Babylon. 

We  have  already  proceeded  fiBtr,  very  fer,  in  pol- 
luting our  land  with  the  abominations  of  Rome : 
Heaven  forbid  that  we  should  aggravate  our  guilt ! 

Yet,  alas  !  some  are  found  to  taunt  us  with  the  fact, 
that  we  have  endowed  Romanism  in  our  Colonies;  and 

•  Rev.  xvii.  6. 

t  Matth.  xi.  15.     Rev.  ii.  7.  11.  17.  29. 

%  Rev.  xvi.  10.  §  Rev.  xvi.  10. 

II  Rev.  xvi.  9. 11.  ••  Rom.  iii.  8. 
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^Hherefore  (they  allege)  for  Consistency's  sake,  we 
must  endow  it  at  home."  For  Consistency's  sake!  Most 
wise  and  admirable  Consistency !  To  be  consistent 
in  sin  is  to  rebel  against  Heaven,  and  to  be  the  slaves 
of  Satan  now,  and  his  victims  hereafter.  Heaven 
defend  us  from  such  Consistency  as  that !  May  God 
give  us  grace  to  reject  such  false  and  recreant  sug- 
gestions as  would  make  one  sin  a  reason  for  more ! 
Let  us  know  no  other  Consistency  than  Obedience 
for  the  future,  and  Repentance  for  the  past.  Let  us 
listen  to  the  Voice  of  God.  Hast  thou  sinned  ?  do 
it  no  more  *.  Woe  unto  them  thai  draw  iniquity  with 
the  cords  of  vanity^  and  sin  as  it  were  with  a  cart^ 
rope  f .  Woe  unto  them  that  caU  evil  good,  and  good 
evil;  that  put  darkness  for  lights  and  light  for  dark- 
ness ;  that  put  bitter  for  sweety  and  sweet  for  bitter  %. 
Woe  to  the  rebellious  children  that  take  counsel^  but 
not  of  Me  (says  the  Lord) ;  that  cover  with  a  covering^ 
but  not  of  My  Spirit^  that  they  may  add  sin  to  sin  f ; 
ihfit  walk  to  go  to  Egypt,  and  have  not  asked  at  My 
mouth,  to  strengthen  themselves  in  the  strength  of 
Pharaoh,  and  to  trust  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt 
Therefore,  the  strength  of  Pharaoh  shall  be  your 
shame,  and  the  shadow  of  Egypt  your  confusion ! 

Again:  Let  some  tell  us,  if  they  will,  that  by 
endowing  Romanism  we  should  be  showing  charity 
to  persons,  and  not  encouraging  strange  doctrines. 

*  Ecclus.  xxi.  1.  f  Isaiah  v.  18. 

X  Isaiah  v.  20.  §  Isaiah  xxx.  1. 
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Charity  to  persons !  True  charity  to  persons  is,  not 
to  abet  their  errors,  but  to  aid  them  to  recover  the 
truth.  It  is  cruelty  to  persons  to  patronize  their 
sins,  and  so  confirm  them  in  sinning,  and  close  their 
door  of  repentance.  A  nobler  and  more  charitable 
work  is  now  before  us.  To  hold  fast,  and  advance 
the  truth.  Blessed  is  he  who  labours  in  it !  Be  thou 
faithful  unto  deaths  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of 
life''. 

Lastly,  let  others  say,  if  they  will,  that  some  good 
men  among  us  would  not  have  scrupled  to  endow 
Romanism ;  and  that  such  a  design  was  once  enter- 
tained by  a  revered  Monarch  and  by  a  great  States- 
man f ;  and  let  them  ask,  if  they  will,  in  a  tone  of 
ironical  scorn,  Who  are  you,  that  you  should  pretend 
to  be  more  wise  or  religious  than  they  ?  Be  it  so. 
Then  we  might  ask  in  return.  Have  we  not  had 
other  Kings — ^and  Queens  also — and  other  States- 
men, who  nobly  freed  us  from  Papal  usurpation? 
Were  not  they  wise  and  courageous?  And,  after 
all,  is  England  to  be  so  degraded,  as  to  follow  human 
examples  instead  of  obeying  Divine  Lawsf  Are 
we  to  adopt  the  errors  of  men,  and  to  make  them 
supersede  the  Truth  of  God?  To  what  miserable 
consequences  should  we  be  led  by  such  feeble  rea- 
soning as  this  !  It  might  be  used  to  justify  the 
worst  crimes.  According  to  it,  adultery  would  be 
innocent,  for  it  might  appeal  to   the   example  of 

*  Rev.  ii.  10.  f  King  George  III.    Mr.  Pitt. 
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David;  and  the  denial  of  Christ  would  be  no  sin, 
for  it  might  plead  the  example  of  Peter.  No.  Let 
God  be  tnte,  and  every  man  a  liar*.  Let  us  govern 
our  lives,  not  by  ike  examples  of  men— even  of  Kings 
and  Statesmen — but  let  all — Kings  and  Statesmen, 
as  well  as  subjects — regulate  their  actions  by  the  Law 
of  God.  Let  us  not  enquire,  what  might  have  been 
the  designs  of  earthly  Monarchs,  but  what  is  the 
language  of  the  King  of  kings  ?  What  does  He 
say?  He  describes  Rome  as  Babylon.  He  pourtrays 
her  doom  in  words  of  fire.  He  bids  us  flee  from  her, 
lest  we  be  involved  in  her  ruin. 

Almighty  God  Himself  now  speaks  by  the  mouth 
of  St.  John  to  the  Rulers  and  People  of  England. 
If  you  cast  in  your  lot  with  Rome,  if  you  make 
common  cause  with  her,  if  you  cherish,  if  you  en- 
courage her,  if  you  endow  her, — ^her  end  will  be 
yours.  The  strength  of  Pharaoh  will  be  your  shame ; 
the  shadow  of  Egypt  will  be  your  confusion.  The 
divine  threatenings  of  the  Apocalypse  are  denounced, 
not  only  against  Babylon,  but  on  all  who  aid  and 
abet  her.  If  any  man  worship  the  Beast  on  which 
the  Woman  sits,  the  same  shaU  drink  of  the  torath  of 
God,  and  be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone  in  the 
presence  of  the  holy  Angels  and  of  the  Lambj;  and 
they  that  are  partakers  in  her  sins  shaU  receive  also 
of  her  plagues  X- 


♦  Rom.  iii.  4.  f  Rev.  xiv.  10. 

J  Rev.  xviii.  4. 
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May  it  please  God  so  to  guide  and  govern  the 
hearts  of  ail  \?ho  bear  rule  among  us,  that  thej  may 
promote  true  Religion  and  Virtue,  and  be  blessed 
for  evermore.  Grant  us  ever,  O  Lord,  Princes  to 
reign  in  Righteousness,  and  Pastors  after  Thine 
own  heart ! 
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Rbv.  xvii.  9.  18.  5. 

Here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom :  The  seven  heads  are 
SEVEN  MOUNTAINS,  on  which  the  woman  sitteth.  And  the  woman 
which  thou  sawest  is  that  great  City,  which  reioneth  over 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  And  upon  her  forehead  was  a  name 
written, — Mystery^  Babylon  the  Great. 

Pboceeding  with  our  Expository  Comment  on  the 
Apocalypse  of  St.  John,  we  were  led  in  the  last 
Discourse  to  contemplate  the  Prophecies  contained 
in  Six  Chapters — ^the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Six- 
teenth, Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  and  Nineteenth — 
of  that  Book ;  and  it  was  then  aflSrmed  that  these 
Prophecies  have  been  partly  fulfilled,  and  are  in  course 
of  complete  fulfilment^  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

It  was  also  observed,  that  if  this  point  is  esta- 
blished, we  have  here  a  confirmation  of  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Apocalypse;  for  God  alone  can 
foretell  the  future ;  and  that  the  fulfilment  of  these 
predictions  ought  to  remind  us,  that  the  other  clear 
and  awful  Prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse,  concerning 
Judgment,  Heaven,  Hell,  and  Eternity,  will  be  ful- 
filled likewise. 
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You  were  also  desired  to  remark,  that,  if  these 
particular  Prophecies  do  indeed  concern  the  Church 
of  Rome^  then,  in  them,  we  have  guidance,  instruc- 
tion, and  warning,  from  Almighty  God  Himself,  con- 
cerning those  important  questions,  civil  and  religious, 
relating  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  are,  and  have 
long  been,  subjects  of  discussion  among  us ;  and  which, 
accordingly  as  they  may  be  decided,  will  affect  the 
happiness  of  thousands,  and  the  stability  of  the  Em- 
pire itself. 

The  language  of  the  Apocalypse,  commending  the 
words  of  this  Prophecy  to  our  serious  meditation, 
and  promising  a  blessing  to  all  who  hear  and  keep 
it  *,  and  denouncing  a  fearful  curse  on  all  who  take 
from  eVf,  shows  that  these  prophecies,  which  form 
a  large  portion  of  that  divine  Book,  were  specially 
dictated  by  the  Holy  Spirit  for  such  uses  as  these ; 
and  that  we  shall  forfeit  God's  benediction,  and  incur 
His  indignation,  if  we  neglect  to  employ  it  for  our 
own  instruction  and  guidance  in  these  questions. 

Let  Him,  therefore,  be  thanked  for  the  gift  of  the 
Apocalypse,  which  affords  us  an  inspired  solution  of 
civil  and  religious  difBculties,  which  might  otherwise 
have  perplexed  us. 

The  Church  of  Rome,  my  brethren,  dates  from 
Apostolic  times.  She  has  been  adorned  by  many 
names  renowned  for  sanctity  and  learning.  She 
proclaims  herself  infallible   and   indefectible.     She 

*  Rev.  i.  *6.   xxii.  7.  f  Rev.  xxii.  19. 
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charms  the  sense  by  alluring  £EU9cinations,  and  dazzles 
it  by  brilliant  splendour.  She  warms  the  heart  by 
professions  of  Unity,  and  fires  the  Imagination  by 
claims  of  Universality.  She  arrogates  Empire  over 
this  world  and  the  next.  Resist  her  sway,  and  she 
says  you  cannot  be  saved ;  obey  her  implicitly,  and 
you  cannot  be  lost.  She  affirms  that  she  holds  in 
her  hands  the  keys  of  hell  and  the  grave,  and 
can  unlock  the  doors  of  Purgatory,  and  admit  the 
trembling  soul  to  the  bliss  of  heaven. 

Such  are  her  claims. 

And  with  such  pretensions  as  these,  she  might 
well  be  expected  to  exercise  a  powerful  sway.  How- 
ever great  and  grievous  the  corruptions  with  which 
she  has  adulterated  the  Truth,  yet,  retaining  as 
she  does  certain  main  articles  of  the  Christian 
Faith,  she  might  hope  to  enchain  Nations.  And 
80,  the  pure  light  of  the  Gospel,  as  preached  by 
Christ  and  His  Apostles,  would  be  in  peril  of  being 
lost. 

But  here  the  Spirit  of  God  has  deigned  to  inter- 
fere, to  rescue  the  Word,  and  to  guide  the  Church, 
of  God. 

He  dictated  the  Apocalypse  to  St.  John,  the  last 
surviving  Apostle,  the  beloved  Disciple  of  the  In- 
caniate  Word,  the  blessed  witness  of  the  Written 
Word,  the  Malachi  of  the  New  Testament,  the 
Apostolic  Canonizer  of  the  Bible.  He  warned  the 
World  by  him ;  by  him  He  reveals  the  Woman 
enthroned  on  many  waters,  which  are  peoples^  and 
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multitudes^  and  nations^  and  tongues*.  By  him  He 
displays  her  as  she  is.  She  vaunts  Unity  and  Uni- 
versality ;  but  she  is  not  therefore  true.  She  boasts 
of  Sanctity ;  but  she  is  not  pure.  She  attracts  the 
eye  with  her  splendour;  bat  she  is  not  therefore 
chaste.  She  glorifies  herself ^  and  lives  ddiciousUf  f . 
She  says  in  her  heart,  that  she  sits  a  Queen  for  ever ; 
and  is  no  widow^  and  will  see  no  sorrow :  but  she 
will  be  burnt  with  fire.  She  holds  in  her  hand  a 
golden  cup^  full  of  enchantments,  with  which  she 
bewitches  the  world  :|: ;  but  God  shall  give  her  the 
cup  of  His  mrath  §.  She  seeks  for  proselytes^  as  if 
she  were  Sion ;  but  she  makes  them  captives,  and 
is  Babylon. 

And,  as  was  the  desolation  of  Babylon,  so  shall 
her  end  be. 

It  was  affirmed  in  our  last  Discourse  that  it  is  no 
impulse  of  private  conceit,  or  resentftd  passion,  or 
fantastic  imagination,  but  the  just  verdict  of  a  sound 
judgment,  guided  by  Reason,  sanctioned  by  Anti- 
quity, and  dictated  by  God  Himself,  which  affirms 
that,  in  these  Apocalyptic  predictions,  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  pourtrayed  the  Church  of  Rome. 

It  was  added,  that  He  has  given  us  this  warn- 
ing from  heaven  in  order  that  we  should  not  be 
deluded  by  her  pretensions,  nor  be  daunted  by  her 
anathemas,  nor  partake  of  her  sins,  lest  we  receive 
also  of  her  plagues. 

*  Rev.  xvii.  15.  J  Rev.  xviii.  7.  9. 

t  Rev.  xvii.  4.  §  Rev.  xvi,  19. 
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These,  it  may  be  said,  are  strong  assertions ;  but 
can  it  be  proved  that  these  predictions  concern  the 
Church  of  Rome? 

Some  reply  negatively  to  this  question.  They  al- 
lege, that  since  Prophecy  is  interpreted  by  its  ful^ 
ment^  and  since  all  do  not  agree  in  interpreting 
these  Apocalyptic  prophecies  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
apply  them  to  Rome,  and  since  Rome  herself  denies 
that  they  have  been  so  fulfilled,  therefore  they 
ought  not  to  be  so  interpreted. 

A  little  reflection  will  show  the  finUacy  of  this 
allegation. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  Prophecy  is  best  interpreted 
by  its  fulfilment ;  and,  if  it  cannot  be  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  candid,  intelligent,  and  attentive  en- 
quirers, that  these  Prophecies  have  been  partly  ful- 
filled in  the  Church  of  Rome,  then  assuredly  there 
is  a  very  strong  presumption  that  they  have  not 
been  so  fulfilled. 

But  it  is  not  true,  that  they  have  not  been  ful- 
filled, because  the  fulfilment  is  not  universally  ac- 
knowledged, and,  particularly,  not  acknowledged  by 
the  Church  of  Rome. 

Many  persons  pay  little  attention  to  the  history 
of  past  ages  and  their  own.  They  do  not  consider, 
and  will  not  discern  the  signs  of  the  times*.  Many 
are  not  qualified,  by  capacity  or  attainments,  to 
appreciate  evidence.  Many,  again,  are  blinded  by 
passion,  prejudice,  or  self-interest.  None  of  these 
*  Matth.  xvi.  3. 
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parties  are  competent  judges  of  the   fulfilment  of 
prophecy. 

We  have  before  our  eyes  a  wonderful  example  of 
this. 

The  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament*  concern- 
ing the  Messiah^  have  now  been  fulfilled  for  near 
two  thousand  years  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  yet,  up  to  this  hour,  the  Jews,  who  were  the 
most  concerned  in  their  accomplishment,  and  had 
the  best  opportunities  of  judging  of  it,  do  not  ac- 
knowledge their  fiilfilment. 

Does  this  their  denial  of  that  accomplishment  in 
any  degree  invalidate  the  truth  of  those  prophecies, 
or  render  their  fulfilment  less  certain?  Certainly 
not.  Nay,  it  confirms  it.  For,  observe,  this  very 
incredtdity  of  the  Jews  was  predicted  in  those  pro- 
phecies :   Lord^  who  hath  believed  our  report*? 

Therefore,  it  is  fiitile  to  allege,  that  these  pro- 
phecies of  the  Apocalypse  do  not  point  at  the  Church 
of  RomCy  because  the  Church  of  Rome  does  not 
acknowledge  that  they  concern  her.  Indeed  this  her 
scepticism  concerning  them  is  a  corroboration  of  the 
proof  of  their  fulfilment.  Just  as  it  was  foretold 
in  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  that  the 
Jews  would  not  believe  their  fulfilment,  so  in  like 
manner  it  is  foretold  in  those  of  the  Apocalypse, 
that  she  whom  they  do  concern  will  not  believe 
them,  and    will  not  repent -f,  but  will   be  stricken 

*  laaiah  liii.  1.    John  xii.  37. 
+  Rev.  ix.  20.  xvi.  9—11. 
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with  judicial  blindness,  and  be  hardened  by  God's 
judgments;  in  a  word,  that  Babylon  will  be  Ba- 
bylon to  the  end. 

Therefore,  we  have  no  reason  to  be  surprised  that 
the  Church  of  Rome  does  not  acknowledge,  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  expect  that  she  toUl  acknowledge, 
that  she  herself  is  the  subject  of  these  prophecies, 
and  is  there  pourtrayed  as  Babylon. 

Observe  here  the  mysterious  dealings  of  God.  The 
Jews  hold  in  their  hands,  and  revere  as  divine^  the 
Old  Testament  which  proves  Christianity,  and  con- 
victs them.  The  Church  of  Rome  holds  in  her 
hands  the  Apocalypse;  she  acknowledges  it  to  be 
the  work  of  St.  John,  and  receives  it  as  divinely 
inspired"^.  And  from  it  the  Church  of  Christ 
proves  her  cause  against  Rome. 

Would  to  heaven,  my  brethren,  that  the  veil  were 
taken  away  from  the  hearts^[  of  both  Jews  and  Ro- 
manists ;  and  that  they  would  read  and  understand 
what  they  hold  in  their  hands  and  acknowledge  to 
be  the  Word  of  God ! 

The  true  question  therefore,  you  see,  is — not 
whether  the  Church  of  Rome  acknowledges^  no,  nor 
whether  all  of  our  own  Communion  acknowledge, 
that  these  prophecies  have  been  already  fulfilled,  or 
are  being  fulfilled,  and  will  be  completely  fulfilled, 
in  the  Church  of  Rome, — but,  whether  there  is  sufli- 

*  See  Concil.  Tridentin.  Sess.  iv.  where  **  Apocalypsis  Joannis 
Apostoli''  is  specified  in  her  Canon  of  Scripture. 
f  2  Cor.  iii.  15. 
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cient  evidence  to  convince  an  unprejudiced,  reason- 
able, and  reflecting  mind,  that  such  is  the  case. 

This  is  the  subject  before  us ;  and  a  most  solemn 
one  it  is. 

Let  us  now  examine  it. 

It  divides  itself  into  two  parts. 

First;  Do  these  Apocalyptic  prophecies  concern 
that  City  in  which  the  Bishop  of  Rome  holds  his 
See? 

Secondly^  Do  they  also  concern  that  City  in  her 
spiritual  as  well  as  her  temporal  character;  that 
is,  do  they  regard  her  as  a  Church,  as  well  as  a 
Cityf  and  so  as  exercising  power,  not  merely  at 
Rome  and  in  Italy,  but  in  many  other  regions^  and 
over  many  other  nations,  of  the  world  ? 

On  the  present  occasion  we  shall  limit  ourselves 
to  i\iQ  former  of  these  two  questions. 

Do  these  prophecies  concern  the  City  op  Rome  ? 

Here  let  me  premise,  that  the  Authorities  to  which 
we  shall  refer  on  this  subject  will  be  derived  from 
Scripture,  Christian  Antiquity,  and  Pagan  and  Jew- 
ish vniters ;  and  that  we  shall  carefully  abstain  from 
adopting  any  thing  from  any  quarter,  that  can,  in  any 
way,  be  suspected  of  any  undue  bias  against  the  pre- 
sent Church  of  Rome. 

This  being  borne  in  mind,  our  present  proposition 
is — 

That  in  these  Apocalyptic  prophecies,  the  Woman, 
who  is  called  Babylon,  and  is  seated  on  the  Beast 
with  seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  is  no  other  than  the 
City  of  Rome. 
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They  certainly  do  not  prefigure  the  older,  literal^ 
Babylon.  The  inscription  on  the  Woman's  forehead 
is  Mystery  * ;  indicating  a  spiritual  meaning.  This 
word  had  been  used  by  St,  John's  brother  Apostle 
St.  Paul,  in  his  striking  description  of  the  Mystery  of 
Iniquity y  opposed  to  the  Mystery  of  Godliness  f :  and 
St.  John  adopts  the  word  from  St.  Paul,  and  appears 
to  apply  it  to  the  same  object  as  that  which  had  been 
pourtrayed  in  such  dark  colours  by  that  Apostle  %. 

Again,  the  literal,  Assyrian,  Babylon  had  long 
ceased  to  be  a  reigning  city  when  St.  John  wrote : 
and  the  word  Mystery  plainly  intimates,  that  a^  the 
real  Babylon,  that  mighty  city,  was  overthrown,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah  and  Ezekiel,  Je- 
remiah and  Zechariah  in  the  Old  Testament,  so  the 
mystical  Babylon  would  be  reduced  to  ruins,  accord- 
ing to  the  predictions  of  St.  John  in  the  New. 

Next,  we  affirm,  they  do  prefigure  Rome.  This 
we  prove,  first,  from  the  following  consideration. 

I.  The  City  of  which  St.  John  speaks  is  called  by 
him  a  great  CriY  ^,  and  one  which  existed  ||  in  his 
age ;  and  it  is  one  which  would  continue  to  exist  for 
many  centuries,  certainly  to  our  own  times ;  for 
its  destruction,  as  described  in  the  Apocalypse,  is 
immediately  followed,  indeed    is  accompanied   by, 

*  i.e.  Something  which  is  designed  to  conyey  to  the  mind 
more  than  meets  the  ear;  see  Casaubon,  Exerc.  Baron.  16  ad 
A.  D.  43 ;  and  cf.  Heidegger.  Myst.  Bab.  ii.  p.  79,  80. 

t  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  J  2  Thess.  ii.  7. 

%  Rev.  xvii.  18. 

II  Rev.  xvii.  18,  "  that  great  City  which  reigneth.*' 
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events  which,  however  near  they  may  be,  no  one  can 
say  have  yet  actually  taken  place. 

It  is,  therefore,  some  city  which  existed  in  St. 
John's  age,  and  which  still  exists  in  ours. 

The  Cities  of  that  age  have  now  fallen  into  decay, 
and  almost  the  only  great  City  which  then  existed, 
and  has  ever  since  continued  to  exist,  is  Rome. 

Therefore,  it  is  probable,  on  this  ground  alone, 
that  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon  is  Rome. 

II.  Secondly,  we  derive  the  same  conclusion  from 
other  words  of  the  Apocalypse :  Here  is  tiie  mind^  or 
meaning,  which  hath  wisdom  *  — words  which  appear 
to  predict,  that  however  plain  they  may  be,  they 
would  be  made  by  some  to  bear  meanings  which  have 
not  wisdom — Here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom ; 
the  seven  heads  of  the  Bea^t  are  Seven  MountainSy 
on  which  the  Woman  sitteth. 

We  confidently  affirm,  that  this  City  on  seven 
Mountains  is,  and  can  be,  no  other  than  Rome. 

Rome,  it  is  well  known,  was  built  on  seven  hills. 
The  n^me  of  each  of  these  several  hills  is  also  well 
known  f :  and  in  St.  John's  age  Rome  was  usually 
called  ^^the  seven-hilled  cf(y  J."  She  was  celebrated 
as  such  in  an  annual  national  Festival  § .     There  is 

•  Chap.  xvii.  9. 

f  Palatine,  Quirinal,  Aventine,  Cselian,  Viminal,  Esquiline, 
Janiculan. 

J  ^  iroXic  h  €JrrciXo0oc,  Urts  Septicollis. 

§  The  national  festival  of  Septimoniium,  Plutarch,  Probl.  Rom. 
p.  280,  D,  TO  ^iTrrifjLOviTioy  dyovtriy  M  rf  rov  eflPopov  Xotftor  t^ 
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scarcely  a  Latin  Poet  of  any  note  who  has  not  spoken 
of  Rome  as  the  city  seated  on  Seven  Mountains. 

Virgil  *,  Horace,  TibuUus,  Propertius,  Ovid,  Silius 
Italicus,  Statins,  Martial,  Claudian,  Prudentius — in 
short,  the  unanimous  Voice  of  Roman  Poetry  during 
more  than  five  hundred  years,  beginning  with  the 
age  of  St.  John,  proclaimed  Rome  as  ^the  Seven- 
Hilled  Cityr 

The  poetical  writings  of  ancient  Italy,  which  were 
in  every  one's  hands,  and  have  ever  since  continued 
to  be  so,  afford  a  most  striking  comment  on  the 
words  of  St. John;  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  a 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  that 
heathen  Poetry  should  thus  reflect  so  clear  a  light 
on  sacred  Prophecy. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  Apocalypse  is  illumined  from 
another  source,  equally  common  to  the  whole  world — 
I  mean  Coins. 

On  the  Imperial  Medals  of  that  age,  which  are 
still  preserved,  we  see  Rome  figured  as  a  Woman  on 
seven  hills,  precisely  as  she  is  represented  in  the 
Apocalypse  f. 

iroXci  'K^9Karavt\k'tfirivaiy  Koi  rrfv^PutfATiy  IwraXoiftov  ytviaQai, — 
Varro  de  L.  L.  Dies  Septimontium  nominatus  est  ab  his  septem 
montibus  in  quibus  Roma  sita  est. 

*  See  the  original  passages  from  these  Writers,  cited  in  the 
Sequel  to  the  Author's  Letters  on  the  Church  of  Rome,  Letter  XL 

f  See  the  Coin  of  Vespasian,  described  by  Capt.  Smyth,  Roman 
Coins,  p.  310.  Ackerman,  L  p.  87.  ^'Rome  seated  on  seven 
hills ;  at  the  base  Romulus  and  Remus  suckled  by  the  wolf;  be- 
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Thus  her  identity  with  the  Apocalyptic  City  is 
engraven  in  brass^  as  well  as  inscribed  in  books ;  and 
its  truth  is  as  imperishable,  and  as  widely  diffused, 
as  her  own  Coinage  and  Language. 

Here  let  me  remind  you,  my  younger  hearers,  that 
we  see,  by  a  remarkable  example,  how  the  Study 
of  Heathen  Literature  and  Antiquities  may  and 
ought  to  be  made  subservient  to  the  illustration  of 
Sacred  Truth,  and  to  your  own  confirmation  in  the 
Faith,  and  to  the  manifestation  of  God's  Wisdom 
and  Power. 

Let  it  be,  therefore,  your  aim  to  pursue  these 
studies  with  this  view.  Consecrate  them  to  God. 
Let  the  gold  and  silver  of  pagan  Egypt  be  employed 
to  adorn  His  Tabernacle.  Let  the  cedars  of  Lebanon 
be  hewn  for  His  Temple.  The  Earth  is  the  Lord's^ 
and  the  fulness  thereof*.  Then  God's  blessing  will 
be  with  you.  Your  intellectual  World  will  be  a 
Divine  Tabernacle.  Your  hearts  will  be  God's  Tem- 
ple, and  you  will  dwell  in  His  presence  for  ever. 

To  return :  It  is  said  by  some,  that  oAer  Cities 
besides  Rome  have  been  built  on  seven  hills :  and  one 
City  has  been  mentioned  as  so  built,  Constantinople. 
We  pause  not  to  enquire  whether  this  be  the  fact 
or  no;  the  idea  seems  to  have  been  founded  in  a 
desire  to  find  in  new  Rome  a  physical  parallel  to  old 

fore,  the  Tiber  personified."     It  is  figured  in  Gessneri  Numis- 
mata,  Tab.  Ivii.   Cp.  Vaillant,  p.  30.   See  also  La  Cerda,  Viigil, 
Mn.  vi.  854. 
•  1  Cor.  X.  26. 
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Rome :  bat  we  proceed  to  say,  that  St.  John  wrote 
for  the  World :  he  wrote  to  be  understood  by  all. 
And  who  knows  the  names  of  the  seven  hills  of  Con- 
stantinople ?  Who  knows  it  as  the  seven-hilled  city  ? 
Who  would  recognize  it  by  that  title  ?  and  who,  by 
that  token,  would  not  recognize  Rome*? 

And  in  order  to  settle  this  question, — let  us  ob- 
serve, that  St.  John  gives  another  criterion  by  which 
the  Apocalyptic  city  is  to  be  identified. 

III.  The  Woman  which  thou  sawest  is  that  great 
City,  which  BEIGNETH  ovcT  the  Kings  of  the  Earth -f. 

This  certainly  cannot  be  applied  to  Constanti- 
nople; for  Constantinople  did  not  reign  when  St. 
John  wrote:  but  it  does  apply  to  Rome,  and  to 
Rome  alone. 

The  Woman,  we  read,  is  that  great  City.  What 
City  was  the  great  City  of  that  age  ?  Rome.  Rome 
was  then  specially  called  (he  City.  In  the  Literature 
of  that  day  she  is  frequently  termed  simply  n  iroXic, 
Urbs^  the  City  X :  and  a  trace  of  this  mode  of  speak- 
ing is  still  preserved  in  the  form  of  the  Papal  bene- 
diction, "Urbi  et  Orbi"— "to  the  City  and  to  the 
World.**     And  if  we  refer  to  the  Latin  Poets  of 

*  Cp.  Vitringa,  Anacr.  p.  571 »  note,  (ed.  ten.)  and  p.  770. 

"j"  Rev.  xvii.  18. 

X  See  Hor.  Od.  iii.  8.  17.  Epod.  ix.  9.  Juv.  iv.  77.  Quindl. 
vi.  3.  Euseb.  ii.  15.  St  Jerome,  Epist.  ci.  ad  Evangel,  torn.  iv. 
p.  803,  ed.  Bened.  OrhU  major  est  Urhe. — Hence  also  the 
name  of  the  Suburbicarian  Churches.  RufBn.  ad  Cone.  Nicsen. 
can.  vi. 
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St.  John's  age,  we  find  that  the  Epithets  commonly 
applied  to  Rome,  are*.  The  greaU  The  mighty^  The 
Royal,  Rome;  The  Qtieen  of  Nations;  The  Eternal 
City ;  The  Mistress  of  the  World. 

If,  again,  we  contemplate  the  public  feelings  of 
the  World  as  expressed  on  the  Coins  of  that  period, 
we  there  see  Rome,  as  the  great  City,  deified, 
crowned  f  with  a  mural  diadem,  holding  in  her 
palm  a  winged  figure  of  Victory,  which  bears  in 
its  hand  a  Globe,  the  symbol  of  Rome's  Conquests 
and  Universal  Sway. 

The  Woman,  siys  St.  John,  is  that  great  City,  which 
reigneth  over  the  Kings  of  (he  Earth, 

How  remarkably  was  this  exemplified  in  St.  John's 
own  country,  Judssa,  and  in  that  to  which  he  ad- 
dressed the  Apocalypse,  Asia !  In  the  Roman  coins 
of  that  age  we  see  Judaea  sitting  in  sorrow  a  solitary 
captive  under  her  native  Palm-tree  |.  And  the  his- 
tory of  the  Asiatic  metropolis,  St.  John's  own  Ephe- 
sus,  as  detailed  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  shows 

*  Maxima  rerum  Roma.  Virg.  ^n.  v.  600.  660.  Manil.  iv. 
773.  Propert.  iv.  1.  Hor.  1  Sat.  v.  1.  1  Ep.  vii.  44.  Ovid, 
Met.  XV.  445.  See  the  passages  cited  by  Wetstein  in  Apoc. 
xvii.  18.  and  Eisner,  ad  Apoc.  xvii.  3.   xviii.  7. 

f  See  the  figures  described,  and  the  citations  collected,  in 
Spence's  Polymetis,  p.  243,  and  Vaillant,  Numismata  ^rea  Im- 
peratorum,  Paris,  1695,  p.  205,  "DeaRoma;  Roma  Sterna  .  .  . 
dextr&  Victoriam  tenens."  See  also  191,  and  Gessner,  Tab.  Iviii. 
and  Ixii. 

X  See  Gessneri  Numismata,  Tabb.  Ivi.  Iviii.  Ix.  Ixi.  where  the 
Coin  appears  several  times  with  the  legend  Judaea  Capta. 
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that  they  to  whom  he  wrote  were  subject  to  Rome  *, 
Indeed,  in  that  age>  almost  all  the  governments  of 
the  Earth  had  been  subjugated  by  her,  and  the 
Sovereigns  who  were  permitted  to  remain,  received 
their  crowns  from  her  hand. 

Rome,  then,  was  that  great  City :  Rome  reigned 
over  the  Kings  of  the  Earth.  Therefore,  the  Wo- 
man is  Rome. 

We  pass  to  another  characteristic. 

IV.  The  Woman,  described  by  St.  John  as  sitting 
on  seven  hills,  and  as  reigning  over  the  Kings  of  the 
Earth,  is  called  Babylon. 

Upofi  her  forehead  was  a  name  written — Mystery^ 
Babylon  the  Great  f . 

This  also,  we  affirm,  identifies  her  with  Rome.  I 
speak  not  now  of  the  spiritual  sense  in  which  Rome 
is  Babylon.  This  belongs  to  another  part  of  our 
subject,  and  is  reserved  for  consideration  in  our  next 
Discourse. 

But  let  us  observe  that,  geographically  and  histo- 
rically, Babylon  has  found  a  remarkable  parallel  in 
Rome. 

Babylon  was  the  Eastern  Rome ;  and  Rome,  the 
Western  Babylon. 

Babylon  was  situated  in  a  vast  plain :  and  all  have 
heard  of  the  Campagna  of  Rome.  Both  cities  are 
intersected  by  rivers.  The  soil  of  Babylon  is  de- 
scribed in  Scripture  bs  productive  of  clay  for  brick, 

*  Acts  xix.  39,  40.  f  Rev.  xvii.  5. 
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and  slifne^  or  bitumen^  for  morter*.  Witness  the 
Inspired  History  of  the  building  of  Babel  in  that 
region.  And  the  enormous  brick  Walls  of  the  same 
City  have  passed  into  a  proverb. 

Turn  now  to  Italy.  We  contemplate  a  parallel 
in  these  respects^  in  the  long  arched  aqueducts  of 
brick  which  still  stretch  across  the  Roman  Cam- 
pagna,  and  connect  the  City  with  the  distant  hills; 
and  in  the  roads,  paved  with  bituminous  blocks!, 
which  linked  the  capital  to  the  coast. 

Again :  the  city  of  Babylon  f  was  surrounded  with 
pools,  which,  when  it  was  destroyed,  stagnated  into 
swampy  morasses,  and  now  greatly  increase  the 
dreariness  and  unhealthiness  of  its  desolate  plain. 

Direct,  once  more,  your  eyes  to  the  Campagna  X 
of  Rome,  formerly  peopled  with  cities,  and  alive  with 
the  stir  of  men. 

From  the  inundations  of  the  Pomptine  marshes, 
and  from  the  inveterate  malaria  of  many  centuries, 
and  from  the  fetid  miasma  brooding  over  its  sul- 
phureous springs  and  brooks,  it  is  now  no  longer 
habitable ;  and  by  its  wild  and  lonely  aspect  presents 
a  sad  prognostic  of  its  future  destiny ;  and  seems,  as 

*  Gen.  xi.  S. 

•j-  See  the  authorities  collected  by  Rennell,  Geogr.  of  Hero- 
dotus, sect.  xiv.  and  Heeren's  Researches,  vol.  ii.  p.  129.  174. 

X  See  Sir  W.  Gell's  Rome  and  its  Vicinity,  Article  Campagna, 
i.  p.  249 — 25S.  Hence,  Rome,  though  a  great  City,  the  Queen 
of  the  Earth,  yet  well  might  be  represented  by  St.  John  (u  in 
the  wilderness.  (Rev.  xvii.  3.) 
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it  were,  to  sound  a  sad  and  solemn  warning  into 
the  ear  of  Faith,  that,  when  the  divine  Judgments 
are  fulfilled,  the  likeness  will  be  stronger  still  be- 
tween Babylon  and  Rome  *. 

Here  are  some  striking  similitudes ;  and  we  must 
not  neglect  to  consider  the  historical  parallel  be- 
tween fiabylon  and  Rome.  Babylon  had  been  and 
was  the  Queen  of  the  East^  in  the  age  of  the  He- 
brew Prophets,  as  Rome  was  the  Mistress  of  the 
West,  when  St.  John  wrote.  Babylon  was  called 
the  Crolden  Gity^  the  glortf  of  kingdoms^  the  beauty 
of  the  Chaldeei  excellency  f .  She  claimed  Eternity 
and  Universal  Supremacy.  She  said  in  her  heart,  / 
wiU  ascend  into  heaven^  I  wiU  exalt  my  throne  above 
the  stars  of  God^.  I  shaU  be  a  Lady  for  ever.  I  am^ 
and  none  else  beside  me :  I  shall  not  sit  as  a  Widow, 
neither  shall  I  know  the  loss  of  children  §. 

In  these  respects  Babylon  was  imitated  by  Rome. 
She  also  called  herself  the  Golden  City,  the  Eternal 
City.     She  vaunted  that  she  would  reign  for  ever  ||. 

*  Joachim,  p.  198,  states  that  Pope  Gregory  I.  said,  ''  beatum 
Benedictum  dixisse,  ^  Roma  a  gentibus  non  destruetur,  sed  terrse- 
motibus  fatigata  in  se  ipsa  marcescet.' "  A  severe  shock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  at  Rome  on  the  25th  of  June,  1848.  The 
prophecies  of  St.  Malachi  allow  eleven  more  Popes  to  Rome. 
See  Com.  k  Lap.  ad  Apoc.  xx. 

-f-  Isa.  xiv.  4.  xiii.  19.        %  Isa.  xiv.  13.        §  Isa.  xlvii.  7»  8. 

II  The  words  Romae  ^tsrnae  are  found  on  the  imperial  coins 
of  Rome, — e.  g.  on  those  of  Gallienus,  Tacitus,  Probus,  Gordian, 
and  others.  The  Pope  is  called  Urhis  Mtemts  Episcopus,  by 
Ammian.  Marcellin.  xv.  7.  Cf.  xiv.  6.  xvi.  10.  xix.  10.     The 
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Again ;  the  King  of  Babylon,  the  mighty  Assyrian, 
was  the  rod  of  GocTs  anger^  and  the  staff  of  His  indig^ 
nation*  against  Jerusalem  for  its  rebellion  against 
Him.     So  was  the  Roman  Csesar. 

Babylon  was  employed  by  God  to  punish  the  sins 
of  Sion,  and  to  lay  her  walls  in  the  dust.  So,  in  St. 
John's  own  age,  the  Imperial  legions  of  Rome  had 
been  marshalled  and  despatched  by  God  Himself  to 
chastise  the  guilty  City  which  had  crucified  His  be- 
loved Son. 

Again :  the  Sacred  Vessels  of  God's  Temple  were 
carried  from  Sion  to  Babylon,  and  were  displayed  in 
triumph  on  the  table  at  the  royal  banquet  in  that 
fatal  night,  when  the  fingers  of  a  maris  hand  came 
forth  from  the  Wall\  and  terrified  the  guilty  Kingf. 

So,  the  Sacred  Vessels,  having  been  restored  by 
Cyrus,  and  the  Book  of  the  Law,  and  the  Golden 
Candlestick^,  and  the  Table  of  Shew-bread,  were 

Jupiter  of  Virgil  speaks  the  national  language  when  he  says, 
(^n.  i.  278,)  His  ego  nee  metas  rerum  nee  tempora  pono; 
**  Imperium  sine  fine  dsdi." 

*  Isa.  X.  5.  f  Dan.  v.  5,  6. 

X  At  the  very  time  when  the  victorious  Persians  rushed  into 
the  city,  the  princes  of  Bahylon  were  engaged  in  festivities.  The 
reader  may  compare  the  terrible  description  (Isa.  xxi.)  with 
Xenophon,  Cyr.  vii.  5,  (p.  403,  ed.  Oxon.  1820,)  who  says,  that 
the  very  guards  were  intoxicated. 

$  Joseph.  Bell.  Jud.  vii.  5,  where  he  describes  the  Candle- 
stick. The  Apocalyptic  phrase,  "  /  will  remove  thy  Candlestick" 
(Rev.  ii.  5,)  receives  a  remarkable  illustration  from  this  proces- 
sion ;  and  may  be  added  to  the  other  internal  proofs  that  the 
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carried  captive  in  triumphal  procession  to  the  Ro- 
man Capitol :  and  even  now  they  are  seen  at  Rome, 
carved  in  sculpture  on  the  marble  sides  of  the  arch 
of  Titus,  the  Imperial  Conqueror  of  Jerusalem. 

And  what  now,  it  may  be  asked,  was  the  language 
of  St.  John's  own  age  on  this  solemn  subject  ?  Did 
it,  or  did  it  not,  recognize  Rome  in  Babylon  ? 

To  speak,  first,  of  the  Jews.  So  strong  was  their 
sense  of  the  analogy  between  these  two  Cities,  that 
the  very  name  which  they  commonly  gave  to  Rome 
was  Babylon  *.  They  felt  that  in  their  own  History 
God  Himself  had  identified  the  two.  And,  it  may  be 
added,  as  very  remarkable,  that,  as  the  Restoration  of 
the  Jews  by  Cyrus  did  not  take  place  till  Babylon 
was  taken,  and  then  immediately  ensued,  so  it  is,  and 
has  long  been,  a  deeply-rooted  opinion  and  a  com- 
mon proverb  among  the  Jews,  that ''  the  Redemption 
of  Israel  f  cannot  be  accomplished  before  Rome  is 
destroyed."  And  when  we  consider  the  stumbling- 
Revelation  was  written  after  the  taking  of  Jerusalem.  The 
Jewish  Candlestick  is  figured  on  a  Coin  of  Vespasian.  Gessner, 
Tab.  Iviii.  with  the  legend  Hierosoltha  capta. 

*  Schottgen.  Hor.  Hebr.  i.  p.  1125.  Wetstein  in  Apoc.  xvii. 
18.  Winer  Biblisch.  Realworterbuch,  ii.  p.  895,  "Schon  die 
Juden  pflegten  das  ihnen  verhasste  Rom  Babylon  zu  nennen." 
Cp.  Mede's  Works,  p.  902. 

t  R.  Kimchi  in  Abdiam  ^Kltt^  JTJW/)  rTH/)  DTTK  plH  qjT 
cum  devastahitur  Roma  {Edorn),  erit  redemiio  IsraelL  See  the 
authorities  in  the  preceding  note.  The  opinion  of  the  Rabbis  is, 
that  this  destruction  will  be  by  fire.  See  the  authorities  in  Vi- 
tringa,  p.  792,  note. 
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blocks  *  which  the  Church  of  Rome  places  in  the  way 
of  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  by  adding  the  Apocry- 
phal Books,  as  Canonical  Scripture,  to  the  Old  Tes- 
tament f ,  and  by  her  adoration  of  the  Bleased  Virgin 
and  of  Saints,  Angels,  and  Images, — idolatrous  prac- 
tices, which  the  Jews,  having  once  so  severely  suf- 
fered for  Idolatry,  regard  with  the  deepest  abhor- 
rence, we  cannot  but  believe,  with  humble  submis- 
sion to  the  mysterious  counsels  of  Divine  Providence^ 
that  there  is  a  solemn  truth  in  this  their  popular 
conviction;  and  that  the  spiritual  Redemption  of 
Israel  will  be  ushered  in  by  the  downfall  of  Rome. 

To  proceed:  How  were  these  Chapters  of  the 
Apocalypse  understood  by  Christian  writers  imme- 
diately succeeding  St.  John  ? 

Before  this  question  is  answered,  one  remark 
must  be  made.  When  St.  John  wrote,  Rome  was 
Queen  of  the  World ;  and  whenever  she  looked  on 
Christianity,  it  was  with  an  evil  eye. 

St.  John  himself  was  in  will  a  martyr  for  the  faith ; 
he  wrote  his  Apocalypse  in  banishment,  in  Patmos, 
to  which  he  was  sent  a  prisoner,  ybr  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ  J.  He  could  not  speak  clearly  concern- 
ing Rome  without  exasperating  her^.     The  same 

*  See  Sandys,  Europse  Speculum,  p.  243,  ed.  167S. 

f  See  Lectures  on  the  Canon,  IV.  p.  109 — 114. 

X  Rev.  i.  9. 

§  Hence  St.  Jerome  (ad  Algasiam,  Qu.  xi.  vol.  !▼.  p.  209) 
explains  the  reserve  of  St.  Paul  in  2  Thess.  ii.  3.  Si  aperte 
audacterque  dixisset,  Non  veniet  Antichristus,  nisi  prius  Romanum 
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observation  applies  to  early  Interpreters  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. To  identify  Rome  with  Babylon  would 
probably  have  been  represented  as  treason  against 
her.  And  we  know  that  the  followers  of  Christ 
were  commonly  regarded  and  described  by  Roman 
writers  as  ill-affected  to  her,  and  even  as  the  cause 
of  her  calamities. 

Now,  mark  the  reply  which  was  made  to  such 
allegations  as  these  by  the  ancient  advocates  of 
Christianity.  They  did  not  deny  that  Rome  teas 
aimed  at  in  their  prophecies ;  but  they  averred  that 
it  was  their  bounden  duty  and  interest  to  wish  well 
to  the  existing  Empire  of  Rome ;  because,  to  use 
St.  Paul's  language  to  the  Thessalonians  *,  the  Im- 
perial Government  letted,  that  is,  hindered,  or  post- 
poned, the  risef  of  another  Power,  to  which  they 

deUaiur  Imferium^  justa  causa  persecutiouis  in  orientem  tunc 
Ecclesiam  consurgere  videbatur ;  and  Remigius,  B.  P.  M.  viii. 
1018.  Obscut^  locutus  est  ne  forte  aliquis  Romanonun  legeret 
banc  Epistolam  et  exdtaret  contra  se  aliosque  Christianos  per- 
secutionem  iUorum  ^t  se  pwtahani  semper  regnaturoe  in  mundo. 

•  2  Thess.  ii.  6,  7. 

f  Tertullian  de  Resurr.  Camis,  c.  24.  S.  Chrysostom  and 
Tfaeophylact  on  2  Tbess.  ii.  S.  Hippolytus  de  Anticbristo, 
c.  49.  S.  Hieron.  in  Dan.  vii.  8,  ad  Algas.  Qu.  xi.  ad  2  Thess. 
ii.  7.  in  Hierem.  xxt.  26 :  Eum  qui  nunc  tenet  Romanum  Im- 
perium  ostendit.  S.  Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  xx.  c.  19.  S.  Cyril. 
Catech.  xv.  6.  8.  Ephraem  Syrus,  Serm.  Ascet  i.  p.  44,  Rom. 
1732.— ra    &\'a  rcpara  (says  Andreas,  Catena  Cramer,  p.  435) 

ffOfiiyovt  iv  role  t9\aT0ic  irofpoict  ili'  ir  fiiof  6  *Am)(/>i<rroc 
aiaTrii^crai,  to  ie  fitf  to   Xo/^ccf  alcove  (iaeiKilaVf  &XX*  f £ov- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


348         Whether  Babylon  in  the  Apocalypse     [lect. 

could  not  wish  well,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  more 
injurious  to  the  Gospel,  than  the  Heathen  Empire 
of  Rome. 

Let  all  these  things  be  candidly  considered,  and  it 
will  appear  very  remarkable,  that  we  should  have  so 
large  an  amount  of  testimony  from  the  early  Chris- 
tian Church  that  the  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  is 
Rome. 

Beginning  with  St.  John's  own  age,  we  find  that 
one  of  his  own  Scholars,  Papias,  an  Asiatic  Bishop, 
was  so  much  impressed  with  the  reality  of  this  iden- 
tity, that  he  even  supposed,  with  others  of  the  same 
time,  that  the  Babylon  from  which  St.  Peter  dates 
his  first  Epistle  *  was  Rome  f .  This  erroneous  sup- 
position was  doubtless  caused  by  the  popular  belief 
concerning  Babylon  and  Rome,  and  proves  very 
remarkably,  how  strong  that  belief  was. 

Another  ancient  witness  on  this  subject  is  Irenssus. 

aiav  dtQ  /JaacXcT(,  cia  to  ari^patrrov  kui  uiciw^bq  Trjc  (iairiKtias 
avruy  ^^itriv,  .  .  A  very  remarkable  Scholium  — Cf.  Remig.  in 
Bibl.  Pat.  Max.  viii.  1018:  His  verbis  demonstravit  Apostolus 
Thessalonicensibus  non  prius  venturum  Dominum  ad  judicium 
quam  regni  Romani  destructio  fieret,  quod  jam  nos  impletum 
vidimus,  et  Antichristus  appareret  in  mundo. 

•  1  Pet.  V.  13. 

"t"  Euseb.  ii.  15.  roi;  Md/ocov  funifioviveit'  rav  Uirpor  kv  rp 
TTporip^  circoToX^  fjp  Kal  evin-a^ai  ff^atrty  iw*  avrrjc  'Por/Lci^Ci 
etlfiulytip  T€  TovT  aMy  rriy  iroXiy  rpoiciKWTipoy  Ba/SvXwva 
vpotnnroyra  (1  Pet.  v.  13). — S.  Hieron.  in  Esa.  xlvii.  1  :  Non 
ipsam  Babylonem  quidam  sed  Romanam  urbem  interpretantur 
quae  in  Apocalypsi  et  in  Epistolsi  Petri  spiritual  iter  appellatur. 
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He  was  one  of  the  disciples  of  Polycarp,  the  scholar 
of  St.  John,  aud  one  of  the  most  learned  among  the 
writers  of  the  Eastern  Church  of  that  age ;  and  he 
lived  and  died  in  the  West,  at  Lyons  in  Gaul,  of 
which  he  was  Bishop.  Referring  to  the  Apocalypse, 
he  says  that  the  world  must  wait  till  the  Roman 
Empire  is  divided  into  several  kingdoms,  signified 
by  the  ten  Horns  of  the  Beast ;  and  that  when  these 
kingdoms  are  increasing  in  might,  then  a  great  power 
will  arise,  which  will  overawe  these  kingdoms,  and 
will  be  the  Abomination  of  Desolation,  and  will  be 
characterized  by  the  number  of  the  Name  of  the 
Beast  predicted  by  St.  John.  And,  proceeding  to 
speak  of  this  number,  he  adds,  that  it  is  wiser  to  be 
patient,  till  the  Prophecy  is  fulfilled,  than  to  pro- 
nounce confidently  upon  it;  but  that»  in  his  own 
opinion,  the  word  Aarcivoc,  Latimts,  which  contains 
the  requisite  number,  expresses  the  Anti-Christian 
power.  And  why,  you  may  ask,  does  he  fix  upon 
this  word  ?  ^*  Because  the  Latins,  or  Romans,  are 
they  who  now  reign  f^  alluding  manifestly  to  the 
words  of  St.  John,  The  Woman  which  thou  sawest  is 
that  great  City,  which  reigneth  over  the  Kings  of  the 
Earth  * 

*  S.  Iren.  v.  30.  p.  44S,  449,  ed.  Grabe.  I  here  insert  a  tes- 
timony from  Hippolytus,  a  Scholar  of  Irenseus,  (Phot.  Cod.  121,) 
Bishop  of  Aden,  Portus  Romanus  in  Arabia,  (see  Cave  i.  102,) 
dc  Christo  et  Antichristo,  §  36.  oItoq  'Iwawi^c  cv  Udrfif  r^ 
yfifff  UP  6p^  *AiroaraXv\f^(v  fivffrriplwy  i^piKTuv  .  .  .  Xeye  /ioi, 
fiOKclpie  'IwavFiy,  'AwovroXe  rov  Kvp/ov,  ri  iWcc  *►'"*  fjicovaac 
irtpi  BafivX wyot;   .   .   .  avTti  yap   at  Hvpurt, 
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It  is  therefore  clear  that  Irenseus  interpreted  the 
prophecies  of  St  John,  concerning  the  Woman  on 
the  Seven  Hills,  the  Woman  which  reigneth,  the 
Woman  which  is  Babylon^  the  MoiJier  of  fomicatums^ 
of  no  other  City  than  Rome ;  and,  we  might  add,  he 
did  not  apply  them  to  Pagan  Rome,  for  he  ex- 
pressly says  that  the  Antichristian  power  represented 
by  that  name  was  not  yet  come  *. 

The  most  learned  of  the  Christian  Fathers  of  the 
Latin  Church  of  that  age  was  Tertullian.  He  affirms 
that  the  Christians  of  his  day  pray  for  the  duration 
of  the  Roman  Empire \.  And  why?  Because  its 
fall  would  be  marked  by  the  rise  of  an  Antichristian 
power.  And  in  two  places  of  his  works  he  uses 
these  words : — "  Names  are  employed  by  us  as 
signs  %.  Thus  Samaria  is  a  sign  of  Idolatry,  Egypt 
is  a  symbol  of  Malediction,  and,  in  like  manner,  in 
the  writings  of  our  own  St.  John,  Babylon  is  ^figure 
of  the  Roman  Cityy  mighty,  proud  of  its  sway,  and 
fiercely  persecuting  the  Saints." 

Who,  again,  a  more  competent  authority  on  this 

•  S.  Iren.  v.  80.  t\  ^iXXo  iy^v  ovofia  'Ain'xpt^^C  iXev^trau 
f  Tertullian.  Apol.  c.  32.  Est  et  alia  major  necessitas  nobis 
(Christianis)  orandi  pro  Imperatoribus,  etiam  pro  omni  statu 
Imperii  rebusque  Romanis,  quippe  qui  vim  maximam  universo 
Orbi  imminentem  Romani  Imperii  commeatu  scimus  retardari 
(alluding  to  St.  Paul's  6  icarc'xwv,  he  that  letteih).  Hence,  in 
cap.  39,  he  says :  Oramus  pro  Imperatoribus  .  .  .  pro  rerum 
quiete,  pro  mor4  finis.  And  see  the  note  of  Rigaltius. 
X  Tertullian  adv.  Jud.  c.  9  ;  and  adv.  Marcion.  iii.  c.  1 3. 
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subject  than  St.  Jerome,  who  spent  many  years  at 
Rome,  and  was  Secretary  to  a  Bishop  of  that  city  ? 
He  recognizes  Rome  in  Babylon.  He  speaks  of  her 
as  the  Harlot  of  the  Apocalypse.  "  When  I  dwelt  in 
Babylon  *,"  he  says,  "  and  resided  within  the  walls  of 
the  Scarlet  Adulteress,  and  had  the  freedom  of  Rome, 
I  undertook  a  work  concerning  the  Holy  Spirit^  which 
I  proposed  to  inscribe  to  the  Bishop  of  that  city." 
Again,  in  his  Exposition  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah  f ,  he 
says, — "  The  spiritual  Babylon  which  sits  in  scarlet  on 
the  seven  hills,  whose  plagues  we  read  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, will  be  levelled  with  the  dust."  And  again, 
on  the  same  Prophet,  he  says,  that  some  interpret 
the  Daughter  of  Babylon  "  not  of  Babylon  itself,  but 
of  the  Roman  City,  which  (he  adds)  is  specially 
called  Babylon  in  the  Apocalypse;  so  that  all  that  is 
said  by  Isaiah  concerning  the  fall  of  Babylon  may 
be  referred  to  the  ruin  of  Rome."  And,  **  O  mighty 
City,"  he  exclaims ;  "  City,  Queen  of  the  World, 
debase  not  thyself  by  Vice,  but  exalt  thyself  by 
Virtue.  Imitate  Nineveh:  Repent:  so  thou  mayest 
escape  the  malediction  which  Christ  has  denounced 
against  thee  in  the  Apocalypse  j:." 

*  S.  Hieron.  ad  Paulin.  in  librum  Didymi  de  Spir.  Sanct 
torn.  iv.  p.  494,  ed.  Bened.  Paris,  1706. 

f  S.  Hieron.  in  Esai.  c.  24,  torn.  iii.  p.  209,  et  in  Esai.  c.  48, 
ton),  iii.  p.  343. 

X  Ad  Jovin.  ii.  ad  fin.  torn.  iv.  p.  228  ;  written  a.  d.  393  or 
394.  See  also  ad  Marcellam,  Ep.  xliv.  torn.  iv.  p.  551 ;  where 
he  identifies  Rome  with  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon. 
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We  turn  now  to  the  other  luminary  of  that  age, 
St.  Augustine.  In  his  greatest  work,  that  **  On  the 
City  of  God,"  he  calls  Rome  "  a  Second  Babylon.*'— 
"  Babylon,"  he  says,  "  is  a  former  Rome,  and  Rome 
a  latter  Babylon.  Rome  is  a  Daughter  of  Babylon, 
and  by  her,  as  by  her  Mother,  God  has  been  pleased 
to  subdue  the  world,  and  to  bring  it  under  one 
sway  *." 

Such  is  his  testimony. 

If  also  we  refer  to  those  who  have  composed 
Commentaries  on  the  Apocalypse,  we  find  the  same 
interpretation  meeting  us  from  various  quarters,  and 
from  the  earliest  times,  and  continued  in  an  unin- 
terrupted series  down  to  our  own  day. 

The  earliest  extant  Commentary  on  the  Apoca- 
lypse is  by  a  Bishop  and  Martyr  of  Pannonia,  Vic- 
torinus,  in  the  third  century.  He  says, — The  City 
of  BabyhfOy  that  is^  Rome ;  the  City  on  seven  hiUs, 
that  is,  Rome ;  and,  The  Kings  of  the  Earth  will  hate 
the  Harlotj  that  is,  Rome-f. 

Not  to  mention  more  authorities,  the  same  lan- 
guage is  echoed  from  the  East  in  the  Commentaries 
of  two  Bishops  of  Cappadocia,  Andreas  j;  and  Are- 

♦  S.  Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei,  xvi.  c.  17.  xviii.  c.  2.  c.  22.  c.  27. 

f  See  S.  Victorinus  in  Apoc.  Bibl.  Pat.  Max.  iii.  p.  416.  419, 
420. 

J  Arethas  (Cramer  Catena,  p.  427):  ic6^vtiv  rriv  icaKaiav 
{nrtiXfi^aak  '"Piayniv,  p.  429.  Ba/3vX«iDi^a  $  kqX  ahrriv  r^v  'P(J/ii|v 
ri|V  iroXaiav  ^  kcli  t^v  viav.  See  also  p.  480. — Andreas  Bibl. 
P.  Max.   T.  623,  where  he  asserts  that  "  most  of  the  ancient 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XI.]  is  the  City  of  Rome.  353 

thas ;  the  former  of  whom  expounded  the  Apoca- 
lypse in  the  sixth  century ;  and  from  Italy  and  Rome 
itself  by  Cassiodorus  ♦,  first  a  Senator  of  that  city, 
and  then  an  Ecclesiastic ;  and  from  Africa  by  Pri- 
masiusf,  a  Bishop  of  Adrumetum,  in  the  sixth 
century. 

Thus  we  have  appealed  to  the  best  Expositors  in 
the  best  age  of  the  Church — of  whom  some  lived 
before  Rome  had  become  Christian,  and  some  after 
— who  were  exempt  from  the  partialities  and  pre- 
judices of  modem  times,  and  who,  to  say  the  least, 
had  no  personal  reasons  for  inventing  and  promul- 
gating such  an  Interpretation  as  this,  but  had  many 
inducements  to  suppress  it — and  we  find  that  they 
declare,  that  the  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  is  Rome. 

Interpreters  in  the  Church  affirm  that  the  Apocalyptic  prophe- 
cies concerning  Babylon  regard  Rome ;"  and  that  when  "  Anti- 
christ appears,  it  will  be  as  Sovereign  of  Rome,  and  (in  the 
opinion  of  some,  p.  628)  in  the  Temple,  or  Church,  of  God." 
These  testimonies  from  Andreas  and  Arethas  are  recorded  by 
them  as  expositions  of  others. 

*  See  his  Complexiones  in  Apocalypsim,  xxv.  p.  235.  Mere- 
tricem  sedentem  supra  Bestiam,  quae  habebat  capita  septem, 
nonnulli  de  Roman^  volunt  intelligere  civitate,  quae  supra  septem 
monies  sedet,  et  mundum  singulari  diiiane  possidet, 

f  Primasius  Bibl.  Patr.  M.  x.  p.  326.  Romam  quss  super 
septem  montes  prsesidet  significans  .  •  .  Romae  nomine  totius 
regni  potentiam  figurat.  This  is  the  generalizing  theory  suited 
to  the  age  of  the  author,  when  Rome  had  ceased  to  be  Pagan, 
and  was  not  as  yet  what  she  has  since  become ;  and  what  no 
man  could  have  foreseen,  and  no  Christian  would  have  believed, 
that  she  would  become.     See  below,  p.  364,  note. 
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At  this  point  we  pause.  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  writers,  in  communion  tcith  Rome,  should  after 
this  epoch  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  Rome  is 
Babylon.  For  Rome  now  began  to  fulfil  the  Apo- 
calyptic prophecies  concerning  Babylon. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century  the  then 
Roman  Pontiff,  Boniface  III.,  eagerly  solicited  *  and 
obtained  from  the  Emperor  Phocas  the  title  of  i7«e- 
versal  Bishop ;  the  assumption  of  which,  a  few  years 
before,  had  been  denounced  as  blasphemous  and 
Antichristian  by  one  of  his  own  predecessors,  Gre- 
gory I.f ;  and  thus  he  displayed  to  the  world  the 
lineaments  of  that  mysterious  Power  which  was  seen 
by  St.  John  in  his  prophetical  Visions,  and  has  been 
pourtrayed  in  the  Apocalypse. 

From  the  seventh  century  to  the  present  hour, 
this  title  of  Universal  Bishop,  then  sought  for  and 
assumed,  has  been  worn  by  the  Roman  Pontifis ;  and 
it  has  developed  itself  in  all  the  plenitude  of  its 
meaning,  which  &lls  little  short  of  a  claim  to  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  Omnipotence. 

In  conclusion ;  We  have  in  our  hands  a  Book,  dic- 
tated by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  St.  John,  the  beloved 
Disciple,  the  blessed  Evangelist,  the  last  surviving 
Apostle, — a  Book  predicting  events  from  the  day  in 

*  "  A  Phoca  obdnuit,  magna  tamen  contentione,*'  says  Platina 
in  vitd  Bonifacii,  p.  79,  ed.  1626. 

f  Gregorii  Epist.  iv.  82.  v.  20.  v.  29.  v.  43.  vii.  27.  vii.  31. 
vii.  34.  ix.  68.  torn.  ii.  ed.Bened.  Paris,  1703. 
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which  it  was  written  even  to  the  end  of  time;  a 
Book  specially  designed  for  the  warning  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  Church,  and  commended  to  her  pious 
meditation  in  the  most  solemn  and  affectionate 
terms.  This  Book  is  the  seal  of  the  Bible:  it  is 
the  farewell  gift,  the  last  bequest,  of  Christ  to  the 
Church.  In  it  we  behold  a  description,  traced  by 
the  Divine  finger,  of  a  proud  and  prosperous  Power, 
claiming  universal  homage,  and  exercising  mighty 
dominion:  a  Power  enthroned  upon  many  waters^ 
which  are  Peoples^  and  Mtdtitndesy  and  Nations^  and 
Tongues  * :  a  Power  arrogating  Eternity  by  calling 
herself  a  Queen  for  ever:  a  Power  whose  prime 
agent,  by  his  lamb-like  aspect,  bears  a  semblance  of 
innocence  and  purity,  and  yet,  from  his  sounding 
words  and  cruel  deeds,  is  compared  to  a  Dragon  f : 
a  Power  beguiling  men  from  the  pure  faith,  and  traf- 
ficking in  human  souls  ^,  tempting  them  to  commit 
spiritual  adultery,  alluring  them  to  herself  by  gaudy 
colours  and  glittering  jewels,  and  holding  in  her  hand 
a  golden  cup  of  enchantments,  by  which  she  intoxi- 
cates the  world,  and  makes  it  reel  at  her  feet. 

This  Power,  so  described  in  the  Apocalypse,  is 
identified  in  this  divine  book  with  a  great  City.  This 
City  is  described  as  seated  on  seven  Hills.  It  is  also 
characterized  as  that  great  City  which,  in  the  time  of 
St.  John,  reigned  over  the  Kings  of  the  Earth.  And 
it  is  represented  as  Babylon. 

•  Rev.  xvii.  1.  15.  f  ^^^'  ^"^-  ^^' 

X  Rev.  xviii.  13. 
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Having  contemplated  this  prophetic  description, 
we  pause,  and  consider — with  humble  and  devout 
prayers  to  the  Holy  Ghost  for  His  spiritual  illumina- 
tion— 

What  City  in  the  world  corresponds  to  this  de- 
scription ? 

It  is  not  the  literal  Babylon ;  for  she  was  not  the 
Queen  of  the  Earth  in  St.  John's  age.  It  is  some 
City  which  then  existed,  and  would  continue  to  exist 
almost  to  the  end  of  time.  Among  the  Cities  which 
then  were,  and  which  still  survive,  one  was  seated 
on  seven  hills.  The  name  of  each  of  her  seven  hills 
is  well  known.  She  was  universally  recognized  in 
St.  John's  age  as  the  seven-hilled  City.  She  is  de- 
scribed as  such  by  the  general  voice  of  her  own 
most  celebrated  writers  for  five  centuries ;  and  she 
has  ever  since  continued  to  be  so  characterized.  She 
is  represented  as  such  on  her  own  Coinage,  the  coin- 
age of  the  world.  This  same  City,  and  no  other,  then 
reigned  over  the  Kings  of  the  Earth.  She  exercised 
universal  sovereignty,  and  boasted  herself  Eternal. 
This  same  City  resembled  Babylon  in  many  striking 
respects ; — ^in  dominion  and  wealth,  in  geographical 
position  and  historical  acts,  especially  with  regard 
to  the  People  of  God.  This  same  City  was  com- 
monly called  Babylon  by  St.  John's  own  country- 
men. And,  finally,  the  voice  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  the  age  of  St.  John  himself,  and  for  many  centuries 
after  it,  has  given  an  impartial  and  almost  unanimous 
verdict  on  this  subject ;  and  confirms  the  judgment 
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pronounced,  in  clear  and  solemn  tones,  in  this  Divine 
Book,  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, — that  the  Seven- 
Hilled  City,  that  Great  City,  the  Queen  of  the  Earth, 
Babylon  the  Great,  of  the  Apocalypse,  is  no  other 
than  Rome. 
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LECTURE    XII. 


Rev.  xvii.  7. 

And  the  Angel  said  unto  me,  Wherefore  didst  thou  marvel  ?    I 
will  tell  thee  the  Mystery  of  the  Woman, 

In  the  preceding  Discourse  we  commenced  an  expo- 
sition of  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  Thirteenth 
to  the  Nineteenth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse ;  and 
it  was  shown  that  they  refer  to  the  City  of  Rome. 
We  now  advance  a  step  further  in  the  argument; 
and  our  present  enquiry  is, 

Whether  these  prophecies  refer  to  Rome  in  her 
spiritual  as  well  as  temporal  character,  that  is,  whether 
they  concern  her,  not  only  as  a  Cittf^  but  as  a  Church? 

In  examining  this  question  we  shall  be  careful  to 
impute  nothing  to  the  Church  of  Rome  on  private 
authority.  All  that  we  shall  assert  concerning  her 
shall  be  derived  from  her  own  accredited  documents 
and  public  acts.  And  we  shall  endeavour  to  prose- 
cute the  enquiry  in  a  spirit  of  charity  as  well  as  of 
truth,  never  forgetting  that  these  awfiil  prophecies 
were  dictated  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Peace  to  the 
Blessed  Apostle  of  Love. 
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These  predictions  are  full  of  warning  and  instruc- 
tion to  all  in  the  present  times ;  and,  if  they  have 
been  fulfilled,  then,  as  you  have  been  already  re- 
minded, we  have  here  another  convincing  proof  that 
the  Apocalypse  is  from  God,  and  that  all  its  remain- 
ing prophecies  concerning  a  Judgment  to  come,  and 
concerning  Eternal  bliss  and  Eternal  woe,  will  be 
fulfilled  likewise.  Let  us  then  examine  them  with 
the  seriousness  they  deserve,  and  with  humble  prayer 
to  the  Holy  Spirit  to  "  cast  His  bright  beams  of 
light"  upon  our  minds,  that  they  may  be  "  enlight- 
ened by  the  doctrine  of  the  blessed  Apostle  and 
Evangelist  St.  John.'* 

The  great  City,  the  City  on  the  Seven  Hills,  the 
City  which  in  the  age  of  St.  John  reigned  over  the 
Kings  of  the  earth,  the  mystical  Babylon  enthroned 
upon  many  waters,  this,  we  have  already  seen,  is, 
and  can  be,  no  other  than  the  City  of  Rome.  And 
Rome  it  was  acknowledged  to  be  by  the  concurrent 
voice  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  age  of  St.  John, 
and  for  many  centuries  after  it. 

So  strong,  indeed,  is  the  evidence  of  this  identity, 
that  Romish  Divines  have  not  been  able  to  resist  it. 
It  is  enough  to  mention  three  most  eminent  among 
them, — Bellarmine,  Baronius,  and  Bossuet*.  "St. 
John  in  the  Apocalypse,"  says  Cardinal  Bellarmine  t> 

•  Similar  avowals  might  be  cited  from  other  eminent  Romish 
Divines,  e.g.  Salmeron,  Alcasar,  Maldonatus,  Cornelius  k  Lapide. 

f  Bellarmine  de  Rom.  Pont.  ii.  c.  2.  §  Prseterea,  tom.  i.  p. 
232,  ed.  Colon.  1615. 
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** calls  Rome  Babylon;  for  no  other  city  besides 
Rome  reigned  in  bis  age  over  the  Kings  of  the 
Earth,  and  it  is  well  known  that  Rome  was  seated 
upon  seven  HillsJ"  "  It  is  confessed,"  says  Cardinal 
Baronius*,  ""that  Rome  is  signified  in  the  Apo- 
calypse by  the  name  of  Babylon."  And  the  language 
of  the  celebrated  French  Prelate,  Bossuet  f ,  in  his 
Exposition  of  the  Book  of  Revelation,  is:  "The 
features  (in  the  Apocalypse)  are  so  marked,  that 
it  is  easy  to  decypher  Rome  under  the  figure  of 
Babylon." 

Such  is  the  avowal  of  the  most  learned  Divines  of 
papal  Rome. 

How,  then,  you  may  enquire,  could  they  acknow- 
ledge Rome  to  be  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon,  and  yet 
remain  in  her  communion  ? 

The  answer  is,  they  affirmed  that  what  St,  John 
predicted  of  Babylon,  and  of  the  Woman  seated  upon 
the  seven  Hills,  concerned  Rome  only  as  a  City^  and 
not  as  a  Church.  And,  they  added,  that  it  respected 
Rome  while  yet  heathen,  but  did  not  refer  to  it  as 
Christian. 

This  was  their  hypothesis.  But  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  this  solution  did  not  satisfy  other  Romish 

*  Baronius,  Annal.  ad  a.d.  45,  num.  18. 

f  Bossuet,  Pref.  sur  TApocalypse  §  vii.  C'est  une  tradition  de 
tous  les  Peres  que  la  Babylone  de  TApocalypse  c'est  Tancienne  (?) 
Rome.  Tous  les  P^res  ont  tenu  le  m^me  langage.  Avec  des 
traits  si  marques  c'est  une  enigme  aisee  a  dechifTrer  que  Rome 
sous  la  figure  de  Babylone. 
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Theologians.  Indeed  the  Apocalyptic  prophecies 
concerning  the  seven-hilled  Babylon  are,  and  ever 
will  be,  a  problem  which  cannot  be  solved  in  a  uni* 
form  and  satisfactory  manner  by  those  who  remain 
under  her  sway.  Another  theory,  then,  has  been 
resorted  to ;  and  it  is  alleged  by  some  *  Romish  Di- 
vines that  these  Prophecies  have  not  been  fulfilled 
in  pagan,  any  more  than  in  Christian,  Rome ;  and 
that  they  wait  for  their  accomplishment  till  the  last 
days,  when  an  Anti-Christian  Power,  they  say,  will 
arise  in  Rome,  and  persecute  the  Church. 

On  all  hands,  however,  one  point  is  clear,  namely, 
that  these  prophecies  do  concern  the  City  of  Rome. 

Do  they  also  regard  the  Chwrch  of  Rome  ? 

This  is  our  present  question. 

It  is  answered  in  the  negative  by  Romish  Divines. 

It  is  alleged  by  them,  for  instance  by  Bossuet, 
that  the  ancient  Christian  Fathers  did  indeed  identify 
the  Apocalyptic  Babylon  with  the  City  of  Rome,  but 
not  with  the  Church  of  Rome:  and  he  adds  that  there 
is  no  person  of  judgment  who  will  not  prefer  the 
interpretation  of  the  ancient  Fathers  to  that  of 
modem,  and  especially  Protestant,  Expositors. 

To  tins  we  reply — 

The  Fathers  who  lived  in  the  first  three  centuries, 
that  is,  who  flourished  before  Rome  became  Chris- 
tian, discerned  the  City  of  Rome  in  the  Apocalyptic 


*  E.g.   Cornelius  a   Lapide,   Ribera,  Viegas>  Lessius,   and 
others. 
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Babylon ;  so  did  the  Fathers  who  lived  in  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  centuries,  when  Borne  had  become 
Christian.  And  we  follow  the  Fathers  as  £ax  as 
they  go.  We^  with  them,  see  the  City  of  Rome  in 
Babylon. 

But  here  we  make  a  distinction.  St.  John  was 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  he  was  a  prophet^  and 
was  enabled  to  foresee  and  to  foretell  what  the 
Church  of  Rome  wadd  become.  But  the  Fathers 
were  not  Prophets ;  they  knew  her  only  as  she  wa>s 
in  their  own  age;  and  we  do  not  pretend  that 
the  Church  of  Rome  was  then,  what,  alas!  she  is 
now. 

The  Fathers,  for  instance,  covld  not  foresee  that 
Rome  would  add  Twelve  New  Articles  to  the  Nicene 
Creed,  and  that  she  would  impose  them  as  terms  of 
communion,  and  as  necessary  to  salvation.  God 
forbid  that  they  should  have  supposed  this  to  be  pro- 
bable! Indeed  one  of  our  strongest  objections  to 
the  Church  of  Rome  is,  that  she  enforces  doctrines 
which  the  Ancient  Fathers  never  knew,  and  which 
(as  the  Romish  advocates  of  the  ^^  Doctrine  of  Deve- 
lopment'' now  allow)  she  herself  knew  not  for  many 
centuries !  And,  if  she  had  held  these  doctrines  in 
the  days  of  the  ancient  Fathers,  then  our  argument 
against  the  novelty  of  these  doctrines  would  fell  to 
the  ground. 

Our  answer  therefore  is: — We  do  not  pretend 
that,  in  the  age  of  the  Fathers  the  Church  of  Rome 
was  Babylon;  but  we  affirm  that  she  became  Babylon 
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by  adopting  and  enforcing  doctrines  which  neither 
they  nor  she  held  or  dreamt  of  in  their  age ;  and 
that  by  now  holding  these  strange  and  corrupt  doc- 
trines, and  by  anathematizing  all  who  will  not  receive 
them,  she  proves  herself  to  be  Babylon.  And  we 
hesitate  not  to  add,  that  if  the  Fathers  were  now 
alive,  they  would  join  with  us,  and  recognize  her  as 
Babylon. 

Bossuet  misrepresents  the  interpretation  which 
identifies  the  Church  of  Rome  with  Babylon.  He 
calls  it  the  Protestant  interpretation ;  by  which  he 
means  that  it  is  a  modem  interpretation,  contempo- 
rary with,  or  subsequent  to,  the  Reformation. 

This  is  a  great  mistake.  No  sooner  did  the 
Church  of  Rome  begin  to  fulfil  the  Apocalypse,  than 
that  fulfilment  was  proclaimed  by  some. 

Dating  from  Pope  Gregory  the  Firsts  who  made 
a  prophetic  protest  against  the  title  of  Universal 
Bishop  at  the  close  of  the  sixth  century,  we  can 
trace  *  a  succession  of  such  witnesses  to  this  day.  In 
that  series  we  may  enumerate  the  celebrated  Peter 
of  Blois,  the  Waldenses,  and  Joachim  of  Calabria  f 
Ubertinus   de  Casali,   Peter   Olivi  ^   Marsilius    of 

*  See  the  authorities  in  Wolfii  Lectiones  Memorabiles,  ii. 
p.  8S9— 841 ;  also  in  i.  876.  884.  408.  418.  429.  438.  443.  488. 
597.  600.  610;  and  in  Gerhard,  Confessio  Catholica,  p.  583, 
sqq.  ed.  Francofurti,  1679. 

f  See  Appendix  C. 

%  See  Appendix  D  and  E.  It  must  be  remembered,  also,  that 
only  they  who  were  ready  to  incur  great  perils  for  the  truth 
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Padua,  and  the  illustrious  names  of  Dante  *  and 
Petrarch. 

So  far  from  it  being  the  case  that  this  interpreta- 
tion dates  from  the  Reformation,  the  truth  rather  is, 
that  it  produced  the  Reformation. 

The  fact  is,  my  brethren,  and  it  is  a  very  remark- 
able one,  that,  on  the  one  band,  no  sooner  did  the 
Church  of  Rome  begin  to  fulfil  the  Apocalypse,  than 
that  fulfilment,  as  we  have  said,  was  recognized  and 
proclaimed  by  ^o^7»^  Expositors;  and  so  we  could  now 
cite  a  series  of  witnesses  in  favour  of  what  Bossuet 
calls  the  Protestant  Exposition,  from  the  seventh 
century  to  the  present  day ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
all  the  ancie^it  Ea?positors  agree  in  identifying  these 
prophecies  with  some  heretical  Church.  And  though 
the  destruction  of  heathen  Rome  was  a  most  striking 
event,  yet  not  a  single  f  witness  of  any  antiquity  can 
be  cited  in  favour  of  the  Exposition  of  Bossuet  and 
his  co-religionists,  which  sees  2kftdfilment  of  the  pre- 

would  venture  to  promulgate  this  Exposition.  Peter  Olivi  was 
condemned  as  a  heretic,  and  the  Sarabaites  were  burnt  for  teach- 
ing" Ecclesiam  Romanam  magnam  esse  meretricem.'*  See  Baluz. 
Miscellan.  i.  p.  295  ;  and  Appendix  D. 

*  See  the  numerous  passages  collected  from  Dante  by  Wolf, 
p.  610 — 613;  from  Petrarcha,  ibid.  p.  677 — 684;  and  from 
both  in  Signor  Rossetti's  Spirito  Antipapale. 

-j-  Primasius,  Bede,  Haymo,  Aquinas,  and  Ambrosius  Ans- 
bertus,  who  lived  either  before  the  corruptions  of  Rome  became 
flagrant,  or  wrote  under  her  influence,  generalize  some  of  these 
predictions  into  denunciations  against  Heresy ;  but  not  one  of 
them  supposed  them  to  have  been  fulfilled  in  Heathen  Rome* 
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dictions  of  the  Apocalypse  concerning  the  destruc- 
tion of  Babylon  in  the  fall  of  Heathen  Rome. 

Indeed,  that  exposition  is  a  very  modem  one ;  it 
is  an  afterthought ;  and  has  been  devised  to  meet  the 
other,  which  Bossuet  calls  the  Protestant  interpreta- 
tion. In  a  word,  the  identification  of  the  Apocalyp- 
tic Babylon  with  ancient  Heathen  Rome  is  an  inven- 
tion of  modem  Papal  Rome. 

Let  us  now  suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  with 
Bossuet  and  the  great  body  of  Romish  Interpreters, 
that  the  predictions  of  the  Apocalypse  do  not  con- 
cern Rome  as  a  Church;  and  that  Rome  is  what 
they  affirm  her  to  be,  a  pure  Church,  the  "  Mother 
and  Mistress  of  all  Churches  ;*'  and  that  there  is  one 
thing  needful  for  all, — to  be  in  communion  with 
Rome. 

What  then  is  the  state  of  the  case  ? 

I.  Here  is  the  Apocalypse,  a  Book  revealing  the 
History  of  Christianity  from  the  Apostolic  age  to  the 
day  of  doom,  and  specially  designed  for  the  edifica- 
tion and  comfort  of  the  faithful  in  the  dangers  and 
difficulties  which  awaited  them.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  these,  nothing  would  have  been  more 
natural,  nothing,  we  may  almost  add,  more  necessary^ 
than  that  St.  John  should  have  said  to  the  followers 
of  Christ,  You  will,  I  foresee,  be  assailed  by  violence 
from  without,  and  by  heresies  from  within ;  you  will 
be  tempted  to  swerve  from  the  faith.  But  be  of 
good  cheer,  you  have  an  Infallible  Guide.  There  is 
one  Church  which  cannot  err,  and  will  never  fail, — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


366         Whether  Bfibylon  in  the  Apocalypse     [lect. 

the  Church  of  Rome.  Rome  is  now  a  Heathen  City, 
the  Queen  of  Paganism;  but,  God  be  praised,  she  will, 
ere  long,  become  the  Capital  of  Christendom.  And 
the  Church  of  Rome  is,  by  Christ's  appointment,  the 
Mother  and  Mistress  of  Churches.  He  who  now 
rules  at  Rome  is  a  pagan  prince ;  but  let  a  few  cen- 
turies elapse,  and  the  Sovereignty  of  Rome  will 
pass  into  other  hands :  it  will  be  swayed  for  more 
than  a  thousand  years  by  the  Bishop  of  Rome.  He 
is  infallible ;  the  arbiter  of  the  Faith ;  the  Centre  of 
Unity ;  the  Vicar  of  Christ.  One  thing  is  needful : 
remain  in  communion  with  him.  Obey  him;  then 
nothing  can  harm  you.  You  will  be  blessed  for 
evermore. 

What  a  simple  rule!  how  easy  of  application! 
Can  it  be  supposed,  that  St.  John  would  not  have 
commended  it  ?  Can  it  be  imagined,  that  the  Evan- 
gelist St  John— or,  rather,  the  Spirit  of  God — 
would  have  observed  a  profound  silence  on  this 
most  momentous  matter  ?  that  He  should  not  have 
breathed  a  syllable  about  it?  And  yet,  i/'theChurch 
of  Rome  is  not  the  Harlot  City,  if  she  is  not  Babylon, 
then  she  is  not  even  once  mentioned  in  the  Apo- 
calypse !  Indeed  it  is  expressly  affirmed  by  Bossuet, 
that  there  **  is  not  a  single  trace  of  her  in  this  whole 
bookV*   Her  very  existence  is  ignored.   And  yet  the 

•  Bossuet,  Pref.  §  viii.  11  n*a  aucune  vue  d'une  Eglise.  Les 
Protestants  non  pu  trouver  dans  TApocalypse  la  moindre  marque 
d'une  Eglise  corrompue.  Pref.  x.  he  calls,  "  Rome  une  Eglise, 
dont  il  n'y  a  aucun  vestige  dans  tout  le  livre." 
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Apocalypse  is  a  prophetic  History  of  the  Church ;  and 
Rome  is  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  all  Churches. 
How  incredible !    How  impossible ! 

But  there  is  another  alternative ;  and  that  we  know 
to  be  true.  Rome  is  described  in  the  Apocalypse. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  silent  concerning  her.  He 
speaks  largely  of  her.  He  displays  her  in  distinct 
form  and  colour;  He  reveals  her  as  Babylon*. 

II.  Let  us  again  put  the  same  case.  Let  these 
prophecies  concern  Rome  as  a  pagan  Citt/^  and  not 
as  the  papal  Church. 

What  then?  Here  are  divine  prophecies — pro- 
phecies large  and  full— commended  in  the  most 
solemn  terms  to  the  pious  meditation  of  the  Church, 
even  till  Christ  comes  f;  and  yet  they  can  afford 
warning  and  comfort  only  to  a  few  for  a  short  period 
after  they  were  published.  For  Pagan  Rome  was 
sacked  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  410,  little  more  than 
three  hundred  years  after  the  Apocalypse  was  written; 
and  then,  we  are  told  by  Bossuet  and  other  Romish 
Divines,  Babylon  fell ! 

What  a  lame  fulfilment  of  these  predictions! 
Give  every  advantage  to  the  supposition.  Allow 
that  they  were  believed  by  early  Christians  to  be 
consummated  in  Heathen  Rome ; — ^which  is  not  the 

*  The  reader  is  here  referred  to  a  small  tract  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Townson,  (Works,  ii.  239—312,  ed.  Churton,  Lond.  1810,) 
on  '*  Babylon  in  the  Revelation/'  which  he  cannot  fail  to  peruse 
with  interest  and  advantage. 

f  Rev.  xxii.  19,  20. 
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case ; — then  what  follows  ?  Some  few  Christians  are 
instructed  and  consoled  by  them;  and,  obsenre, 
instructed  to  do  whcA?  To  avoid  the  Idolatry  of 
Heathen  Rome.  Not  to  sacrifice  to  Jupiter !  Not 
to  bum  incense  to  the  statue  of  the  Roman  Em- 
peror !  What !  Did  they  need  a  new  prophecy  from 
Patmos  to  teach  them  Ikat  ?  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 
had  done  this.  All  the  Apostolic  martyrs  had  done 
this.  The  Apocalypse  was  not  necessary  to  save  them 
from  Apostasy.  No ;  with  reverence  be  it  said,  here 
was  no  worthy  crisis  for  the  intervention  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God. 

But  now  change  the  hypothesis.  Suppose  Babylon 
to  be,  not  a  pagan  City^  but  a  corrupt  Churchy  such, 
alas !  as  Rome  is.  Then  all  is  clear.  Here  is  a  new 
form  of  evil.  Spiritual  Idolatry ;  Anti-Christ  sitting 
in  the  Church.  And  svch  an  Anti-Christ;  one 
clothed  as  an  Angel  of  Light.  Teaching  error  dis- 
guised as  Truth.  Hiding  deadly  corruptions  under 
the  fiedr  forms  of  Antiquity,  Sanctity,  Unity,  and 
Universality.  A  Harlot  claiming  to  be  the  Bride. 
Babylon  professing  to  be  Sion.  An  Anti-Christ 
pretending  zeal  for  Christ,  and  gilding  all  his  sins 
with  the  glorious  name  of  Christ.  Here  is  a  strong 
delusion,  one  that  may  ensnare  the  world.  Here  is 
a  fit  occasion,  an  urgent  exigency,  for  the  interference 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Here  is  a  most  profitable  exer- 
cise of  His  Divine  Office  of  prophecy,  guidance,  and 
warning  to  the  Church.  Behold  here  a  fit  Mission 
for  the  Comforter ! 
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And,  if  such  a  corrupt  Church  as  we  have  now 
described  has  at  any  time  existed,  and  has  continued 
to  exist  for  many  centuries,  and  does  now  exist  in 
the  world ;  yes,  has  so  existed,  and  does  still  exist, 
at  liofne :  and  if  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon  is  con- 
fessed on  all  hands  to  be  the  City  of  Rome,  then  we 
here  see  a  conclusive  proof  that  the  Babylon  of  the 
Apocalypse  is  not  only  the  Roman  Citt/^  but  the 
Roman  Church  ♦. 

III.  At  this  point,  we  feel  constrained  to  address 
a  few  words  to  some  excellent  persons,  who  affirm 
that  the  real  conflict  in  our  own  times  is  not  between 
one  form  of  Christianity  and  another,  but  between 
Christianity  and  Infidelity,  which  they  pronounce  to 
be  the  true  Anti-Christ  i  and  who  either  overlook 
these  prophecies  of  the  Apocalypse,  or  draw  them 
aside  from  their  aim,  and  are  even  impatient  with 
those  who  retain  them  in  their  true  direction. 


*  The  following  is  the  remarkable  conclusion  of  Peter  John 
Olivi,  a  Monk  of  the  Franciscan  Order  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
in  his  Postils  on  the  Apocalypse.  "Per  hanc  sedem  Bestiee 
designatur  camalis  Clems  in  hoc  quinto  tempore  regnans^  et  toti 
Ecclesuje  prasidens  .  .  .  unde  et  quidam  putant  quod  tam  Anti- 
Christus  mysticus  quam  proprius  erit  Pseudo-Papa,  Caput  Pseudo- 
prophetarum.  Hsec  mulier  stat  hie  pro  Romand  gente,  et  imperio 
tam  prout  fuit  quondam  in  statu  paganismi  qu^m  prout  post- 
modum  fuit  in  fide  Christi,  multis  tamen  criminibus  cum  hoc 
mundo  fornicata.  Vocatur  ergo  Meretrix  Magna,'*  Other 
equally  striking  passages  from  these  Postils  wiU  be  found  in 
Appendix  D. ;  they  may  be  compared  with  the  citations  from 
the  Abbot  Joachim,  of  the  twelfth  century,  in  Appendix  C. 

Bb 


Digitized  by 


Google 


370         Whether  Babylon  in  the  Apocalypse     [lect. 

Alas !  it  is  too  true  that  we  have  much  to  dread 
from  Infidelity :  their  fears  in  this  respect  are  ours. 

But  here  we  observe,  that  it  is  not  the  main  end 
and  aim  of  Christian  Prophecy^  to  warn  men  now 
against  Infidelity^  any  more  than  it  was  formerly, 
against  Pa^amVm. 

Christ  has  pronounced  His  sentence  in  a  clear  and 
solemn  voice,  once  for  all,  against  Unbelief:  He 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  he  saved;  hut  he 
that  helieveth  not  shall  he  damned*. 

Any  subsequent  voice  could  only  weaken  the  force 
of  this  divine  Verdict 

But  it  is  the  legitimate  aim  and  the  beneficent 
end  of  Christian  Prophecy,  to  warn  the  world  against 
the  insidious  designs  and  mysterious  workings  of 
deadly  error,  under  the  specious  guise  of  Religion. 

And  even  hecause  Infidelity  is  to  be  dreaded,  this 
warning  was  necessary  to  be  given ;  for  the  state  of 
those  who  use  Religion  as  a  cloak  for  sin  and  error 
is  worse  than  that  of  Heathens  f ,  and  corrupt  Reli- 
gion is  the  most  prolific  source  of  Atheism  J. 

Looking,  then,  at  the  previous   declarations  of 

•  Mark  xvi.  16. 

f  Hooker,  Sermon  v.  9.  "  Mockers  (Jude  IS)  are  they  that 
use  Religion  as  a  cloak ;  who  kiss  Christ  with  Judas,  and  betray 
Him  with  Judas  •  .  .  who  use  truth  to  subvert  truth,  yea,  Scrip- 
tures themselves  to  disprove  Scripture  .  .  .  Surely  the  condition 
of  these  men  is  more  lamentable  than  is  the  condition  of  Pagans 
and  Turks," 

X  In  the  present  times,  all  will  do  well  to  ponder  the  words 
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Scripture  concerning  Infidelity,  and  at  the  true  ends 
of  Christian  Prophecy,  and  at  the  perils  of  the  Worid 
from  Infidelity,  and  at  the  language  and  spirit  of 
these  prophecies,  we  feel  persuaded  that  the  form  of 
Anti-Christianism  contemplated  by  them  is  not  a 
heathen  or  infidel,  but  a  religious,  one. 

IV.  We  pass  to  another  point.  The  Woman,  who 
is  called  the  Harlot*,  sits  on  the  Beast  as  on  a  throne, 
that  is,  governs  it,  and  is  supported  by  it.  The  Beast 
is  represented  as  having  ten  Horns  f  bearing  Crowns  %, 
which,  we  are  taught,  are  ten  Kingdoms ;  and  these, 


of  our  great  English  Divine,  Bp.  Bull.  Speaking  of  certain 
Romish  corruptions,  he  says,  ''Wise  men  have  thought  that 
the  authors  of  these  romances  in  religion  were  no  better  than  the 
tools  of  Satan,  used  by  him  to  expose  the  Christian  Religion, 
and  thereby  to  introduce  Atheism,  And  indeed  we  are  sure,  that 
the  wits  of  Italy,  where  these  abominable  deceits  have  been,  and 
are,  chiefly  countenanced,  were  the  first  broachers  of  Infidelity 
and  Atheism  in  Europe,  since  the  time  that  Christianity  prevailed 
in  it'*     Bp.  Bull,  Serm.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  106,  ed.  Oxf.  1S27. 

*  Heidegger's  note  deserves  attention :  (Myst.  Babylon,  i.  53.) 
**  Meretrix  a  Bestid  distinguenda  est.  Meretrix  in  Besti&  sedet 
eamque  regit,  subjicit,  et  ad  facienda  imperata  flectit.  Bestia, 
multitudo  regnum  constituens,  meretricem  fiaardZn  .  .  .  Eadem 
utrobique  Babylon :  sed  parte  iroperante  et  parente  discreta." 

f  These  Ten  Horns,  as  Mede  observes,  are  not  to  be  regarded 
as  distributed  among  the  Seven  Heads,  but  as  all  issuing  from 
the  Seventh  Head. 

%  Rev.  xiii.  1.  The  word  here  rendered  crowns  is  ^ca^^/iara, 
the  emblem  of  royalty ^  distinguished  firom  are^yo^f  (Rev.  vi.  2,) 
the  crown  of  victory.  Both  are  ascribed  to  Christ.  See  Rev. 
vi.  2.    xix.  12. 
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it  is  added,  had  not  received  power  in  St.  John's  age, 
but  were  afterwards  to  receive  it,  at  one  hour,  that  is, 
at  one  and  the  same  time  *  tvith  the  Beast 

Now,  if  we  imagine  the  Woman  on  the  Beast 
to  be  Heathen^  and  not  Christian,  Rome,  where  were 
these  ten  kingdoms,  which  had  not  existed  in  St. 
John's  age,  and  which  were  to  arise  and  receive 
power  contemporaneously  with  Heathen  Rome? 
It  was  destroyed  before  such  kingdoms  arose.  None 
can  be  found  to  correspond  to  St.  John's  description. 

But  now  adopt,  again,  the  other  supposition.  Let 
the  Beast,  with  the  Woman  enthroned  upon  it, 
represent  a  Church.  Let  it  represent  the  Church 
planted  on  the  Seven  Hills  on  which  the  Woman 
sits ;  let  it  represent  the  Church  of  Rome.  Then  all 
is  plain.  The  prophecy  is  wonderfully  fulfilled,  and 
is  proved  to  be  divine.  When  the  Empire  of  Rome 
fell,  new  kingdoms  arose  from  its  ruins.  The  tea 
horns  of  the  Beast  sprouted  up ;  then  the  Church 
of  Rome  increased  in  strength ;  and  these  kingdoms 
received  power  at  the  same  time  with  her. 

And  look  again  at  the  prophecy.  These  kings^ 
we  read,  give  their  power  and  strength  to  the  Beast. 
They  reign,  as  kingSy  at  the  same  time  with  the  Beast. 
As  kings — that  is,  they  are  called  kings — but  the 
Beast  is  the  real  Sovereign  of  their  subjects.  And 
what  is  the  fact?  The  European  kingdoms  which 
arose  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Roman  Empire  did 

*  fjiiay  Cjpavy  Rev.  xvii.  12.     So  &pa  iriipatrfjiou,  iii.  10. 
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surrender  themselves  to  the  dominion  of  the  Church 
of  Rome.  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Poland, 
Hungary,  France,  Belgium,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  our 
own  England,  for  many  centuries,  were  subject  to 
the  Papacy.  The  Woman  who  sat  upon  the  Beast 
had  her  hand  upon  its  ten  Horns,  and  held  them 
firmly  in  her  grasp.  She  treats  them  as  her  sub- 
jects. The  Papal  coins  proclaim  this.  "  Omnes  Reges 
servient  ei."  "  Gens  et  Regnum,  quod  tibi  non  ser- 
vient^ peribit  *r  Such  are  her  claims,  declared  at 
the  Coronation  of  every  Pontiff:  "Know  thyself 
the  Father  of  Kings  and  Princes^  Ruler  of  tJie 
World''  These  are  the  words  with  which  he  is 
addressed  f,  when  the  tiara  is  placed  on  his  brow. 
And  thus,  in  this  very  subjection  of  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth  to  Rome,  in  this  her  amplitude  of  domi- 
nion and  plenitude  of  felicity,  of  which  she  has 
vaunted  herself  for  so  many  generations  as  a  proof 
that  she  is  favoured  by  Heaven,  we  recognize  another 
proof  that  the  Babylon  of  the  Apocalj^se  is  no  other 
than  the  Church  of  Rome. 

V.  Still  further :  These  Horns,  or  kingdoms,  which 
received  power  together  vnth  the  Beast,  will  one 
day  rise  against  it^  and  tear  the  flesh  of  the  Harlot, 
and  burn  her  with  fire  |. 

Now,  again,  for  argument's  sake,  let  the  Woman 

♦  See  Numismata  Pontificuni,  Paris,  1679,  p.  50.  58. 

f  Banck,  Roma  Triumphans,  p.  271.  These  words  were 
addressed  to  the  present  Pope,  Pius  IX.  See  Letters  to  Gondon, 
Lett.  XIL  p.  317.  J  Rev.  xvii.  16. 
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on  the  Beast  be  Heathen  Rome.     Then,  we  readily 
allow,  that  Alaric  with  his  Goths,  Attila  with  his 
Huns,  Genseric   with   his  Vandals,   Odoacer    with 
his  Heruli,  did   indeed   sack  the  city  of  Rome*. 
But  when  did  they  ever  receive  power  together  tvith 
Rome?  when  did  they  give  their  power  and  their 
strength  to  HeeUhen  Rome?     Never.     If,  therefore, 
the  Woman  upon  the  Beast  is   only  the  Cify   of 
Pagan  Rome,  then  the  Prophecy  of  St.  John  has 
failed.     But  the  marvel  predicted  by  the  Apocalypse 
is  this — and  a  stupendous  mystery  it  is — that  some 
of  the  powers  which  received  strength  with  the  Beast, 
and  gave  up  their  might  to  it,  they,  under  the  over- 
ruling sway  of  God's  retributive  justice,  will  one  day 
rise  against  the  Woman  seated  on  the  Beast,  and 
tear  her   flesh,   and   bum  her  with   firef.     And, 
what  is  still  more  awfully  marvellous,  they  will  do 
this,  although  they  will  league  wit/i  the  Beast  and 
with  the  False  Prophet  against  Christ  X ;  and  they 
vnll  destroy  Babylon,  not  for  love  of  Sion ;  not  for 
the  maintenance  of  God's  truth,  or  for  the  advance- 
ment  of  His  glory ;  but  in  a  mysterious  transport  of 
indignation,  and  in  a  wild  ecstasy  of  revenge ;  and 
when  they  have  done  the  deed,  and  have  destroyed 
Babylon,  they  will  weep  over  her  §. 

Such  is  the  Prophecy  of  St.  John.     This  portion 

*  Alaric,  a.d.  410;    Attila,  a.d.  452;    Genseric,  a.d.  455  ; 
Odoacer,  a.  d.  476.  f  Rev.  xvii.  16. 

X  Rev.  xvii.  13,  14.  xix.  19.     See  below,  Lecture  XIII. 
§  Rev.  xviii.  11. 
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of  it  remains  to  be  fulfilled.  But  Pagan  Rome  has 
long  since  ceased  to  be.  Therefore,  these  predic- 
tions cannot  concern  Pagan  Rome :  but  they  do 
concern  the  seven-hilled  City  Rome ;  and,  therefore, 
they  point  at  Papal  Rome :  and  the  Woman  upon 
the  Beast  is  not  Heathen  Rome,  but  it  is  the  City 
and  the  Church  of  Papal  Rome. 

VI.  Again:  Let  us  look  forward,  and  examine 
the  Apocalyptic  Prophecy,  which  describes  the  state 
of  the  mystical  Babylon  after  her  fell. 

Her  condition,  we  are  taught  in  the  Apocalypse, 
will  then  be  like  that  of  the  literal,  the  Assyrian, 
Babylon  after  its  destruction.  The  Prophet  Isaiah 
says  of  Babylon,  when  desolate :  Wild  beasts  of  the 
desert  shall  lie  there^  and  their  houses  shall  be  fuU  of 
doleful  creatures;  and  owls  shaU  dwell  there^  and 
satyrs  shall  dance  there*.  And  Jeremiah  predicts, 
Babylon  shall  become  heaps^  a  dwelling-place  for 
dragons^  an  astonishment^  and  a  hissing  f . 

So  St.  John  prophesies  of  the  mystical  Babylon : — 
Babylon  the  great  (he  says)  is  fallen^  and  is  become 
the  habitation  of  devils^  and  the  hold  of  every  foul 
spirit^  and  the  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful  bird  t. 
For  all  nations  have  drunk  of  the  wine  of  the  tvrath 
of  her  fornication,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  have 
committed  fornication  with  her ;  for  her  sins  have 
reached  to  heaven^  and  God  hath  remembered  her 
iniquities  §. 

♦  Isa.  xiii.  21.  f  ^er.  h.  37. 

X  Rev.  xviii.  2.  §  Rev.  xviii.  3.  5. 
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Now,  let  it  again  be  imagined,  for  argument's 
sake,  that  Babylon  is  the  Heathen  City  of  Rome. 
Rome  was  taken,  at  several  times,  by  the  Goths  and 
the  Vandals ;  let  its  capture  by  them  be,  as  is  alleged 
by  Romish  Divines,  the  fulfilment  of  St,  John  s  Pro- 
phecy, Babylon  is  faUen !  What  then  is  the  con- 
sequence? Rome  is  become  (he  habitation  of  devils^ 
and  the  held  of  every  foul  spirit  Will  this  be  allowed 
by  Romish  Divines  ?  Rome  the  habitation  of  devils, 
the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  the  cage  of  every  unclean 
and  hateful  bird ! 

No :  we  do  not  say  this ;  and  in  their  language 
Rome  is  even  now  "  the  Capital  of  Christendom," 
"  the  Holy  City,"  the  "  spiritual  Sion."  They  call  her 
Sovereign,  "the  Supreme  Pontiff,"  "Holy  Father;" 
his  States,  "the  States  of  the  Church;"  and  his 
throne,  "the  Holy  See." 

VII.  Again ;  how  can  it  be  said  that  Rome  is  bfimt 
with  fire  f  and  that  the  smoke  of  her  burning  ascends 
to  heaven*  f  Has  the  voice  of  harpers  and  musicians 
ceased  within  her?  has  she  been  taken  up^  like  a 
great  millstone^  and  plunged  in  the  sea^'i  No :  the 
voice  of  melody  is  still  heard  in  her  princely  palaces; 
they  are  still  adorned  with  noble  pictures  and  &ir 
statues.  The  riches  of  her  purple  and  silk  and  scar- 
\ety  and  pearls  and  jewels  t^  are  still  displayed  in  the 
splendid  attire  of  her  Pontiff  and  his  hierarchy  in 
their  solemn  conclaves.     The  cavalcades  of  horses 

♦  Rev.  xviii.  8,  9.  f  Cp.  Rev.  xviii.  21. 

X  Cp.  Rev.  xvii.  4,   xviii.  12 — 16. 
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and  of  chariots  *»  with  gorgeous  trappings,  and  the 
long  trains  of  her  religious  processions,  still  move 
along  her  streets;  the  frankincense  still  floats  in 
clouds  in  her  Temples,  which  on  high  festivals  are 
hung  with  tapestry  and  brocade  and  gay  embroidery ; 
her  precious  vessels  still  glitter  on  her  Altars ;  her 
rich  merchandise  of  gold  and  silver  is  still  pur- 
chased ;  her  dainty  and  goodly  things  are  not  yet 
departed  from  her.  She  still  sits  as  a  Queen,  and 
glorifies  herself,  and  says,  /  am  no  WidoWy  and  shall 
see  no  sorrowf.  She  wears  the  title  of  Divinity, 
and  calls  herself  Eternal. 

Here,  therefore,  we  are  brought  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. The  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  is  Rome. 
Pagan  Rome  it  cannot  be.     It  is  Papal  Rome. 

But  it  may  now  be  said :  True,  the  Apocalyptic 
Prophecies  have  failed  of  their  effect^  if  Babylon  be 
interpreted  as  representing  the  Heathen  City  of 
Roma  Still,  it  may  be  alleged,  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  they  concern  Papal  Rome,  inas- 
much as  it  is  possible  that  the  City  of  Rome  may 
cease  to  be  Papain  and  that  then  it  may  be  destroyed 
in  the  manner  described  in  the  Apocalypse. 

This,  as  we  have  before  said  j:,  is  the  theory  of  some 
Romish  Expositors,  who  perceive  the  insurmountable 
difScuIties  embarrassing  the  hypothesis,  which  has 
now  been  examined ;  and  which  has  been,  and  still 
is,  maintained  by  their  most  eminent  Divines. 

♦  Cp.  Rev.  xviii.  12.      f  Cp.  Rev.  xviii.  7.      %  Above,  p.  361. 
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That  Rome  will  again  be  heathen,  and  propagate 
heathenism  with  the  sword,  this  is  an  alternative  to 
which,  we  confidently  affirm,  no  advocate  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  could  ever  be  driven,  except  by 
desperation.  And,  what  is  more,  it  is  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  words  of  St.  John. 

The  Beast,  he  says,  on  which  the  Woman  sits  is 
one  of  the  Seven  Kings,  or  forms  of  Roman  Groyem- 
ment;  five  of  which  had  then  fallen,  the  sixth  then 
was,  and  the  seventh  was  to  continue  but  a  short 
time  * ;  and  then  the  Beast  which  is  of,  or  from,  the 
seven  is  to  arise,  and  is  to  be  itself  the  eighth  f . 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  Beast  was  to  appear  at 
no  great  distance  of  time  from  St.  John's  age. 

The  five  preceding  powers,  or  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, could  not  in  all  have  occupied  so  great  a  period 
of  time  as  eight  centuries;  for  Rome  herself  had 
not  existed  so  long  when  the  sixth  or  imperial 
power  arose,  which  was  in  being  when  St.  John  wrote. 
And  now  the  Apocalypse  has  been  written  for  nearly 
eighteen  centuries.  And  can  any  one  imagine  that 
the  eighth  head  has  not  yet  appeared  ? 

More  might  be  said  against  this  hypothesis ;  but 
it  does  not  require  further  notice.  We  shall  make 
one  reflection,  and  dismiss  it. 

•  Rev.  xvii.  10. 

f  Bp.  Andrewes  ctr^  Bellarmin.  cap.  xii.  p.  289.  Plagam 
accepit  caput  septimum,  plag4  curata  revixit  octavum,  Anti- 
christus  Romanus  Pontifex,  caput  regno  (i.  e.  tiara)  redi- 
mitus. 
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It  has  sometimes  been  alleged  by  Romish  Divines, 
as  an  objection  to  the  interpretation  which  recog- 
nizes the  Papal  Church  in  Babylon,  that  they  who 
agree  in  this  opinion  are  not  all  of  one  mind  in 
expounding  other  parts  of  the  Apocalypse. 

This  is  true.  But  what  is  the  case  with  those  who 
bring  this  charge  ?  I  mean,  with  the  divines  of  Rome. 

They  are  not  dgreed  in  their  exposition  even  of  that 
portion  of  the  Apocalypse  which  concerns  Rome. 

Their  fiuth  rests  on  the  assertion,  that  they  have 
an  unerring  guide  at  Rome  for  the  exposition  of 
Scripture ;  and  yet,  as  we  have  seen,  a  large  number 
of  them  affirm  that  these  prophecies  have  been  ful- 
filled in  a  Rome  that  has  been ;  others  of  them  deny 
this,  and  say  that  they  wait  for  their  fulfilment  in  a 
Rome  that  uriU  be. 

Is  this  Unity?  is  this  Infallibility? 

Next,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  discrepancy  of 
those  who  differ  in  some  points  of  an  Exposition 
affords  presumption  in  favour  of  the  truth  of  that 
Interpretation  in  which  they  agree.  It  shows  that 
their  agreement  is  not  the  result  of  collusion,  con- 
spiracy, or  coercion,  but  of  conviction. 

To  proceed.  We  have  seen  that  the  Apocalyptic 
Babylon  is  not  Pagan  Rome.  We  pass  now  to  the 
positive  part  of  our  argument,  and  show  that  it  is 
Papal  Rome. 

I.  The  City  seated  on  the  Beast  is  called  the  Har- 
lot;  and  this  is  the  spiritual  name  for  a  faithless 
Church. 

Such  is  Christ's  love  for  His  faithftd  people,  that 
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He  is  pleased  to  speak  of  His  own  relation  to  them 
under  the  endearing  term  of  mamnage.  The  Church 
is  His  spouse^.  I  have  espotcsed  you  as  a  chaste 
virgin  to  Christy  says  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians  f . 
Hence  spiritual  unfaithfulness  to  Christ  is  repre- 
sented in  Scripture  as  adultery. 

This  idea  runs  through  the  Apocalypse.  In  the 
Church  of  Pergamos  there  are  said  to  be  some  who 
hM  the  doctrines  of  Balaam^  and  cause  others  to 
commit  fornication  X*  At  Thyatira  there  is  a  Jezebel, 
who,  by  her  false  teaching^  seduces  Chrisfs  servants ; 
and  they  who  commit  adultery  tmth  her  are  threatened 
with  tribulation  $.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
faithful  who  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth^ 
are  said  to  be  Virgins^  and  not  to  have  been  defied 
with  women  || ;  that  is,  not  contaminated  with  the 
stain  of  spiritual  adultery. 

The  name  harlot^  therefore,  describes  a  Churchy 
which  has  &llen  from  its  first  love,  and  gone  a 
whoring  after  other  Lords,  and  given  to  tJiem  the 
honour  due  to  Christ. 

But  here  it  is  said  by  Romish  Divines, — If  a 
faithless  Church  had  been  intended  by  St.  John, 
(I)  he  would  have  called  her,  not  a  harlot^  but  an 
adulteress;  and  (2)  he  would  not  have  designated 
her  by  the  name  of  a  heathen  city,  Babylon,  which 
never  knew  God,  but  by  the  name  of  some  city,  such 
as  Samaria,  which  once  knew  Him,  and  fell  away 
from  Him. 

♦  John  iii.  29.  Eph.  v.  23—32.  f  2  Cor.  xi.  2. 

X  Rev.  ii.  14.  §  Rev.  ii.  20.  22.  ||  Rev.  xiv.  4. 
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Bossuet,  who  makes  these  two  objections  in  his 
celebrated  comment  on  the  Apocalypse,  aflSrms  them 
to  be  so  strong,  that  they  are  fetal  to  the  hypothesis  ♦ 
which  identifies  the  Harlot  and  Babylon  of  the  Apo- 
calypse with  the  Charch  of  Rome. 

We,  therefore,  notice  them  here,  and  reply  to 
them  as  follows ; 

I.  We  readily  allow  that  a  feithless  Church  may 
be  called  an  Adulteress^  because  she  forsakes  God ; 
but  we  also  affirm  that  she  may  be,  and  often  is, 
called  in  Scripture  a  Harlot^  when  she  goes  a  whoring 
after  other  gods. 

Thus  Isaiah  exclaims  concerning  Jerusalem,  the 
ancient  Church  of  God  f ,  How  is  the  faithful  City 
become  a  harlot !  And  Jeremiah,  Thou  hast  played 
the  harlot  with  many  lovers  %.  And  Hosea,  Though 
Israel  flay  the  harhty  let  not  Judah  offend  §. 

The  original  word,  you  will  remember,  which  is 
used  for  harlot  by  St  John  in  the  Apocalypse  is 
TTopvri  II .  And  you  will  find  that  this  word  (iropvfi) 
is  employed  in  the  Septuagint  Version  of  the  Pro- 
phets of  the  Old  Testament  at  least  fifty  times**,  to 

♦  Bossiiet,  Preface  sur  TApocalypse,  vii — ^ix.  "  Le  syst^me 
des  Protestans  (says  he)  est  ren verse  de  fond  en  comble*'  by 
these  objections.     See  Appendix  F. 

f  Isaiah  i.  21.  X  *^®'*  "^*  ^* 

§  Hosea  iv.  15. 

II  The  Hebrew  H1^T>  which  is  always  rendered  Harlot  by  our 

Translators  ;  as  JHQM  is  adulteress* 

♦♦  e.g.  Ezek.  xvi.  15.  22.  33.  35.    xxiii.  7,  8.  11.  14.  17, 
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describe  the  spiritual  fornication  of  the  Churches  of 
Israel  and  Judah;  and  so  Samaria  herself,  which 
Bossuet  specifies  as  the  proper  parallel,  is  charged 
with  harlotry. 

Therefore,  the  word  ha/rlot  does  designate  a  Church; 
and  if  the  Church  of  Borne  is  described  by  that 
name  in  the  Apocalypse,  then  the  word  harloty 
as  applied  to  her,  indicates  the  multitude  of  her 
sins*. 

2.  To  consider  Bossuet's  second  objection; — We 
readily  allow  that  a  faithless  Church  miyht  be  called 
Samaria ;  but  we  affirm  it  may  also,  and  with  greater 
propriety^  under  certain  circumstances,  be  termed 
Babylon.  Thus  Isaiah  addresses  the  ancient  Church 
of  God  by  two  heathen  names.  Hear  the  word  of  the 
Lordy  ye  rulers  of  Sodom ;  give  ear  unto  the  law  of  our 
Gody  ye  people  of  Gom>fyrrah\.  K\A^'^\vl\  they  declare 
their  sin  as  SodomX.  So  Ezekiel  calls  Jerusalem  a  sis- 
ter of  Sodom ;  and  Sodom  more  righteous  than  her  j. 

18,  19.  29.  35.  43.  45.  xliii.  7-  9.  Jerem.  ii.  20.  iii.  1,  2.  6. 
9.  xiii.  27.  Hoseaii.  2.  4,  5.  10.  !▼.  12.  15.  18.  v.  4.  vi.  10. 
ix.  1.  Isaiah  i.  21.  Micah  i.  7.  Nahum  iii.  4.  So  iinropvtvfa  very 
frequently. 

*  Bossuet's  objection  is  the  more  unaccountable,  because  the 
ancient  Expositors,  such  as  Aquinas,  interpret  the  Harlot  as  a 
teacher  of  Heresy  :  thus  on  cap.  xvii.  "  Habens  poculum^**  Aquinas 
says,  "  id  est,  errorem  doctrin^e ;  hoc  maxim^  in  hareticis  locum 
habet."  As  far  as  I  recollect,  he  never  mentions  Andent  Heathen 
Rome  in  expounding  these  prophecies. 

f  Isaiah  i.  10.  %  Isaiah  iii.  9. 

§  Ezek.  xvi.  48.     Compare  2  Pet.  ii.  6.    Jude  7. 
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It  is  clear  that  the  words  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  de- 
note here  great  flagrancy  of  guilt. 

In  the  Apocalypse,  also»  a  false  teacher  in  a  Church 
is  called  not  only  a  Balaam^  but  a  Jezebel  \  that  is, 
a  heathen  patron  of  idolatry. 

Therefore,  Babylon  may  represent  a  faithless 
Church ;  one  which,  having  been  a  Bethel^  becomes 
a  Bethaven  f .  And  if  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon  be 
a  Church,  and  if  the  Church  of  Rome  be  Babylon, 
then  the  heathen  name  Babylon,  ascribed  to  her,  is 
designed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  show  the  enormity 
of  her  sins. 

II.  The  Harlot  then  represents  a  Church ;  and  she 
is  named  Babylon.  And  Babylon  is  called  the  Great 
City.  She  is  so  named  twelve  times  |  in  the  Apo- 
calypse ;  and  no  other  city  is  there  called  the  Great 
City. 

Now,  the  Cheat  City^  which  is  the  city  of  the 
Beast,  who  persecutes  the  Witnesses,  and  in  whose 
street  their  body  lies^  and  which  is  called,  spirituaUy, 
Sodom  and  Egypt  ||,  is  also  called  the  City  in  which 
their  Lord  was  crucified  f . 

That  is,  it  is  also  spiritually  called  a  Jerusalem^ 
a  Church. 

Therefore,  again,  the  Harlot  is  a  Church**. 

♦  Rev.  ii.  14.  20.  f  Hosea  x.  5. 15. 

%  Rev.  xi.  8.   xiv.  8.  xvi.  19  bis.   xvii.  5. 18.   xviii.  2.  16. 
18,  19.  21. 
§  Rev.  xi.  8.  II  Rev.  xi.  8. 

**  Vitringa's  remarks  (p.  477)  are  conclusive  on  this  point. 
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III.  Thi8  is  also  clear  from  the  following  con- 
siderations. 

The  Apocalypse  abounds  in  contrasts. 

To  notice  one.  The  Lamb,  Who  is  called  'A^voc, 
and  never  'Apvlov,  in  St.  John's  Gospel,  is  called 
'Apviovy  and  never  'A^ivoc,  in  St.  John's  Apocalypse, 
in  which  'Apviov  occurs  twenty-nine  times.  And 
wherefore  does  o  'A/ii;oc  here  become  to  *  Apvlov  ? 
To  contrast  Him  more  strongly  with  to  Qtipiov ;  that 
is,  to  mark  the  opposition  between  the  Lamb  and 
the  Beast. 

A  second  most  striking  contrast— one  of  a  cognate 
character,  and  that  with  which  we  are  now  concerned, 
is  the  following: — 

In  the  Visions  of  the  Apocalypse,  on  the  one 
side,  we  behold  a  Woman  *,  clothed  with  the  Sun, 
Which  is  Christ;  and  treading  on  the  Moon,  that 
is,  surviving  all  the  changes  and  chances  of  this 
lower  world ;  and  having  her  brows  encircled  with 
twelve  stars — the  diadem  of  Apostolic  faith.  She 
is  a  Mother ;  and  her  child  is  caught  up  to  heaven. 

On  the  other  side,  we  see  another  Woman,  arrayed 

Roma  dicitur  Babylon  caus&  idololatriise,  dicitur  jEgyptus  (xi.  8) 
ob  tyrannidem  in  populum  Dei,  dicitur  Sodoma  (xi.  S)  causd 
corruftionis  morum;  sed  et  spiritualiier  dicitur  Hierosolyma 
(xi.  8)  quippe  in  qu&  Dominus  mystic^  dici  queat  crucifixus  esse 
(id  est,  in  memhris  suis).  £x  quo  facile  colligimus  Romam  hie 
intelligi  non  Paganam  sed  Pseudo-Christianam,  quia  neutiquam 
probabile  est  Spiritum  Sanctum  Romam  Paganam  comparaturum 
esse  cum  Hierosolyrois. 

*  Rev.  xii.  1.     See  above,  Lecture  IX.  p.  255. 
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in  worldly  splendour,  enthroned  on  many  waters, 
and  having  on  her  forehead'^  the  Name  Mystery ; 
Mother  of  Abominations  of  the  Earth. 

Again:  On  the  one  side,  we  see  the  former 
Woman  driven  into  the  wilderness,  and  persecuted 
by  the  red  Dragon. 

On  the  other  side,  we  see  the  second  Woman,  en- 
throned on  seven  hills,  persecuting,  and  sitting  on  the 
Beasts  who  receives  his  power  from  the  red  Dragon. 

The  former  Woman  is  the  faithful  Church. 

What  is  the  latter  Woman,  who  is  contrasted 
with  her,  and  is  called  the  Harlot  ? 

Ts  she  not  9l  faithless  Church  ? 

Let  us  pursue  the  contrast. 

The  former  Woman  appears  again,  after  her  pil- 
grimage in  the  wilderness  of  this  world  is  over. 
Her  sufferings  have  ceased.  Look  upward.  Her  glory 
is  revealed  in  the  close  of  the  Apocalypse.  The 
Woman  in  the  Wilderness  has  now  become  the 
Bride  in  Heaven.  She  is  Christ's  Church  glorified  ; 
His  spouse  purified.  She  is  arrayed  in  fiine  linen^  pare 
and  white.  She  is  called  the  Holy  City^  the  new 
Jerusalem  f . 

Now  look  below  at  the  Harlot.  She  is  arrayed  in 
scarlet^  and  pearls^  and  jewels^  and  gold.  She  is 
called  Babylon^  the  Greed  City  \. 

•  The  words,  Mystery,  Babylon  the  Great,  inscribed  on 
the  Harlot's  forehead,  appear  to  be  a  contrast  to  the  words, 
Holiness  to  the  Lord,  written  on  the  forefront  of  the  Mitre  of 
the  High  Priest.  (Exod.  xxviii.  36—38.) 

t  Rev.  xix.  7,  8.  xxi.  2.  9,  10.  J  Rev.  xvii.  4,  5. 

C   C 
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Behold  once  more.    What  is  the  end  ? 

Look  upward :  Heaven  opens  its  golden  portals 
to  receive  the  Bride. 

Look  downward :  Earth  opens  its  dark  abyss  to 
engulf  the  Harlot. 

How  striking  *  is  this  contrast ! 

And  what  is  the  result  ? 

As  the  first  Woman,  the  Bride,  the  Holy  City,  the 
new  Jerusalem,  represents  the  faithful  Churchy  so 
the  second  Woman,  the  Harlot,  the  great  City,  Ba- 
bylon, represents  a  faithless  Church, 

The  question  now  is, —  What  Church  ? 


*  It  is  even  still  more  striking  in  the  original ;  where  it  is 

aided  by  an  exact  correspondence  of  syllables  and  accents.     On 

one  side  is, 

•H   nOPNH  KAI   TO  GHPION, 

on  the  other, 

'H   NYM*H   KAI  TO  'APNION. 

See  Rev.  xxi.  2.  9.  xxii.  7. 

If  any  one  can  have  any  doubt  of  St.  John's  intention  to  iden- 
tify the  Woman  on  the  Beast  with  a  faithless  Church,  let  him 
read  the  following  description  : — xai  IjXBey  elc  e«c  tQv  kwra 
ayyiXwy  tuv  ixovnav  rac  ewra  ^(oXac,  Koi  i\dKritr£  fur  Efwv 
Xcywv,  Aevpo  ^tl^w  aoi  to  Kplfia  r^c  'ffopyrig  r^c  /leyaXiyc  •  •  • 
Kal  hwrivtyKi  fit  etc  tprffioy  iv  wevfiaTi  kqi  cKok  yvvatKa 
KaBriyiivriv  iirl   drfpiov  koki:iv6v.    (Rev.  xvii.  I.  3.) 

And  then  let  him  compare  it  with  the  words  which  describe  the 
faithful  Church  in  glory : — Kal  IjXdev  cTc  Ik  r&v  kvra  dyyiKvv 
T&y  k\6vriav  rac  inra  ^taXac,  •  •  •  xal  eXa\i}0'£  /ler*  e/iot)  XeywK, 
^evpo  2ci£ca  ffoi  rifv  vvfji<priv  rov  dpvlov  rijv  yvvaiKa,  Kai 
dirfiveyKi  fie  kr  tryivfiaTi  iv  opoc  fiiya  koI  v'i//i}Xok  kuI  iBti^i 
fioi  T^iy  v6\iy  T^v  hyiav  *Upovea\tifi.  (Rev.  XX i.  9,  10.) 
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At  this  point  all  the  evidence  comes  in  which  was 
laid  before  you  in  the  last  Discourse.  It  was  then 
proved  that  the  City  on  seven  hills — ^the  City  which 
reigned  in  St.  John's  age— the  City  called  Babylon 
in  the  Apocalypse, — is  the  City  of  Rome. 

The  answer,  therefore,  is :  The  Woman  represents 
the  feithless  Church  in  the  City  of  Rome. 

Is  this  result  confirmed  by  fetcts  ?   Let  us  enquire. 

The  Woman  enthroned  on  the  Beast  holds  a 
golden  cup  in  her  hand,  with  which  she  intoxicates 
the  World. 

Does  this  apply  to  the  Church  of  Rome  ? 

I.  Almighty  God  has  distinguished  men  from  the 
brute  creation  by  the  endowments  of  Reason  and  of 
Conscience ;  and  He  commands  men  to  use  them, 
and  not  to  give  them  away.  But  the  Church  of 
Rome  requires  men  to  sacrifice  them  to  her  will. 
And  then  she  pours  into  their  minds  a  delirious 
draught  of  strange  doctrines,  with  which  she  makes 
their  heads  dizzy,  and  their  eyes  to  swim,  and  their 
feet  to  stagger ;  and  this  swoon-like  phrenzy  she  calls 
Faith ! 

II.  Again :  the  Woman  is  represented  as  drunken 
with  the  blood  of  Saints.  And  when  I  saw  her^  says 
St.  John,  /  wondered  with  great  admiration  *. 

Now,  if  the  Woman  were  heathen  Rome,  past  or 
to  come,  why  should  St  John  wonder  f  It  is  no  won- 
derful thing  that  a  heathen  city  should  persecute  the 
Christian  Church.     St.  John  had  seen  the  blood  of 
♦  Rev.  xvii.  6. 
cc2 
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Christians  spilt  by  imperial  Rome.  She  had  beheaded 
St.  Paul,  and  had  crucified  St.  Peter.  He  himself 
had  been  a  martyr  in  wiU*^  and  was  now  an  exile  f 
by  her  cruelty.  Therefore  he  could  never  have 
wondered  with  great  admiration^  if  the  Woman  was 
heathen  Rome.  But  that  a  Christian  Church  —  a 
Church  calling  herself  the  "Mother  of  Christen- 
dom," « the  spiritual  Sion,''  « the  Catholic  Church" 
— should  be  drunken  vnth  the  blood  of  the  Saints, 
this  was  indeed  a  prodigy ;  and  at  such  a  spectacle 
as  that  well  might  St.  John  have  wondered  with 
great  admiration. 

Has,  then,  the  Church  of  Rome  stained  herself 
with  the  blood  of  Christians  ? 

Alas !  has  she  not  erected  the  prisons,  and  pre- 
pared the  rack,  and  lighted  the  fires,  of  what  she  calls 
"  the  Holy  Office  of  the  Inquisition"  in  Italy,  Spain, 
America,  and  India?  Does  she  not  at  this  day  laud 
one  of  her  canonized  Popes,  Pius  the  Fifth,  in  her 
Breviary  j:,  as  an  inflexible  Inquisitor  ?  Has  she  not 
engraven  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Day  on 
her  own  coins  J,  and  represented  it  as  a  work  done 
by  an  Angel  from  heaven?    Did  not  her  Pontiff  go 

♦  Tertullian  de  Prsescr.  xxxvi.  Hieron.  adv.  Jovin.  c.  xiv, 

f  Rev.  i.  9.  Tertullian  I.e.  Origen  ad  Matth.  p.  417.  Eu- 
seb.  Chron.  Domit.  xiv.  H.  £.  iii.  18.  Hieron.  Scr.  EccL  in 
Joanne. 

X  Breviar.  Rom.  v.  Maii,  ed.  Ratisbon.  1840;  and  p.  662,  ed. 
Paris,  1842. 

§  Gregorii  XIII.     Numismata  Pontif.  p.  87,  ed.  Paris,  1679. 
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publicly  to  Church  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  that 
savage  and  treacherous  deed  *  ? 

What  would  St.  John  have  said  to  this?  Would 
he  not  have  justly  wondered  with  great  admiration, 
that  such  acts  should  be  done  under  the  auspices 
of  one  who  calls  himself  the  successor  of  St.  Peter, 
and  the  Vicar  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 

III.  Again:  the  Woman  is  represented  as  en- 
ticing the  Kings  of  the  Earth  to  commit  fornication 
with  her-f;  and  they  are  said  to  give  their  power  and 
strength  to  the  Beast  |,  on  which  she  sits. 

This  assuredly  does  not  apply  to  heathen  Rome. 
She  received  the  gods  of  all  Nations  into  her  Pan- 
theon. Even  the  reptile  deities  of  Egypt  found  a 
place  there.  She  would  have  opened  wide  her  doors 
to  Christianity,  if  Christianity  had  been  content  to 
be  enshrined  with  Heathenism. 

But  these  word8>  of  the  Apocalypse  are  strikingly 
characteristic  .  of  Papal  Rome.  She  has  trafficked 
and  tampered,  with  all  the  Kings  and  Nations  of  the 
Earth. 

In  the  words  of  the  immortal  Hooker  ^,  ^  she  hath 
fewned  upon  Kings  and  Princes,  and  by  spiritual 
cozenage  hath  made  them  sell  their  lawful  authority 
for  empty  titles."  Yes,  she  has  caressed  and  ca^ 
joled  them  with  amatory  gifts  of  flowers,  pictures, 
and  trinkets,  beads  and  relics,  crucifixes  and  agnus 

*  See  Lord  Clarendon's  Religion  and  Polity,  p.  427* 
f  Rev,  xvii.  2.    xviii.  3.  %  Rev.  xvii.  13. 

§  Hooker,  Serm.  v.  15. 
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Deisj  and  consecrated  plumes  and  banners.  She  has 
drenched  and  drugged  their  senses  with  love-potions 
of  bewitching  smiles  and  fascinating  words ;  and  has 
thus  beguiled  them  of  their  faith,  their  courage,  and 
their  power. 

Like  another  Delilah,  she  has  made  the  Samsons 
of  this  world  to  sleep  softly  in  her  lap  *.  She  has 
then  shorn  them  of  their  strength.  And  she  has 
captivated,  and  still  captivates,  the  affections  of  their 
Prelates  and  Clergy,  by  entangling  them  in  the  strong 
and  subtle  meshes  of  Oaths  of  vassalage  to  herself, 
and  has  thus  stolen  the  hearts  of  subjects  from  their 
Sovereigns,  and  has  made  Kingdoms  to  hang  upon 
her  lips  for  the  loyalty  of  their  People ;  and  so  in 
her  dream  of  universal  Empire  she  has  made  the 
World  a  fief  of  Rome. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  and  such  is  the  spell  with  which 
she  still  enchains  Nations,  that  even  they  who  are 
excommunicated  by  her,  and  whose  heroic  Virgin- 
Queen  was  anathematized  by  her  as  an  Usurperf ,  and 
whose  land  is  now  partitioned  out  into  Papal  Dio- 
ceses, as  if  it  were  a  Roman  Province,  and  the  names 
of  whose  greatest  Cities  are  given  away  by  her  as  if 
they  were  Italian  villages,  are  fiiin  to  seek  inter- 
course with  her  without  requiring  any  retractation  of 
the  unrighteous  oaths  which  she  imposes  on  English 
subjects,  or  any  revocation  of  the  imprecatory  ana- 

•  Judges  xvi.  19. 

f  See  the  Bull  Regnans  in  excelsis  of  Pius  V.  against  Queen 
Elizabeth.    BuUar.  Rom.  vii.  p.  99. 
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tbemas  which  she  has  denounced  on  English  Sove- 
reigns; and  B8  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  sever 
what  she  declares  iudissolubly  united — her  temporal 
and  spiritual  sway. 

IV.  Again :  the  Woman  is  described  as  sitting  on 
a  scarletrcoUnired  BeasU  fuU  of  names  of  Blasphemy  *. 

Has  not  Rome  fulfilled  this  prophecy?  The 
colour  f  itself  is  one  reserved  to  her  Pontiff  and 
Cardinals.  Of  this  we  speak  not  now.  How  does 
she  designate  herself?  As  Infidlible,  Indefectible, 
Eternal.  Are  not  these  names  of  blasphemy  ?  Are 
not  they  usurpations  of  the  incommunicable  Name  ? 
"  When  that  which  is  temporal  claims  Eternity,  this," 
says  St.  Jerome  t,  "  is  a  name  of  blasphemy'^  And 
when  she  withholds  the  Word  of  God,  and  bestows 
honour  on  those  who  revile  it,  calling  it  "  imperfect, 
ambiguous,  a  mute  Judge,  a  leaden  Rule,"  and  by 
other  opprobrious  names  j,  which  cannot  be  repeated 
here,  is  she  not  guilty  of  blasphemy  against  the  Divine 

•  Rev.  xvii.  3. 

f  See  Appendix  H.  Cereraoniale  Rom.  iii.  sect.  5,  c.  5.  Ruber 
color  prsecipue  ad  Papam  perdnet.  Paul  II.  made  it  penal  for 
any  one  to  wear  hats  of  scarlet  (bireta  coccinea)  but  Cardinals  : 
and  he  gave  them  scarlet  trappings  for  their  mules  and  horses. 
See  Platina,  p.  812.  Vitringa,  p.  758.  Heidegger  i.  p.  432.  Pla- 
tina  in  Greg.  IV.  Coccinatos  nunc  aspiceres  non  homines  tantum 
(Ecclesiastici  ordinis),  quod  leve  fortasse  videretur,  sed  equos  et 
jumenta.     See  below,  p.  395. 

X  S.  Jerome  ad  Algas.  xi. 

§  See  some  of  them  cited  by  Bishop  Andrewes  ad  Bellarmine, 
cap.  xi.  p.  250,  260,  and  Casaubon  Ann.  Exerc.  Baron,  i.  xxxiii. 
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Author  of  Scripture  ?  And  when,  with  the  cup  of 
her  own  sorceries  in  her  hand,  she  takes  away  the 
cup  of  Blessing  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  Christ 
has  commanded  to  be  received  by  all*;  and  when 
she  makes  men  drink  of  the  one,  and  will  not  allow 
them  to  drink  of  the  other,  is  not  this  an  act  of  blas- 
phemy against  the  Son  of  God  ? 

V.  Again :  the  Harlot  in  the  Apocalypse  exercises 
both  temporal  and  spiritual  sway.  She  is  enthroned 
upon  many  waters,  which  are  Nations  and  Peoples  f . 
She  has  kings  at  her  feet.  She  makes  them  drink  of 
her  cup.  She  trades  in  the  sotds  of  men  i.  It  is  said 
of  the  Beast  on  which  she  sits  as  a  queen,  and  of 
which  she  is,  as  it  were,  the  Governing  Power,  that, 
by  the  agency  of  the  second  Beast,  he  causeth  all, 
both  small  and  great,  to  receive  his  marky  and  that  no 
one  may  buy  or  selly  save  he  who  has  the  mark^  the 
name  of  the  beasts  or  the  number  of  his  name.  Here 
is  wisdom.  Let  him  that  hath  understanding  count  the 
number  of  the  beast;  for  it  is  the  number  of  a  man^  and 
his  number  is  Sis  hundred  threescore  and  sis  §. 

The  latter  part  of  this  remarkable  description  has 
been  the  subject  of  much  earnest  inquiry ;  and  it  is 
a  topic  of  so  much  interest  and  importance,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  of  so  difficult  and  mysterious  a  cha- 
racter, that  I  do  not  venture  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
upon  it  from  this  place. 

*  John  vi.  53.  Matth.  xxvi.  26,  27.  Mark  xiv.  23. 
f  Rev.  xvii.  5.  J  Rev.  xviii.  13. 

§  Rev.  xiii.  16—18. 
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Reserving  that  for  another  mode  of  communicar 
tion  *,  I  proceed  to  observe,  that  these  passages  of 
the  Apocalypse  show  that  the  Harlot  combines  tem- 
poral and  secular  sway ;  and  that  this  union  of  civil 
and  religious  supremacy  is  a  very  striking  charac- 
teristic ;  and  it  applies  to  Rome,  and  to  Rome  alone. 

The  Church  of  Rome  sits  as  a  Queen  upon  mam/ 
waters^  which  btb  peoples,  andnaUons,  and  multitudes, 
and  tongues  f .  She  claims  two  swords.  Lord,  behold  ! 
here  are  two  swords  t*  One  of  her  Pontiffs  j  has  in- 
terpreted these  words  of  St.  Peter  as  authorizing  her 
double  sway.     See  holds  in  her  hands  the  two  keys 

*  See  Appendix  G.   On  the  name  and  number  of  the  Beast. 

f  Rev.  xvii.  15. — The  present  Pontiff,  in  an  address  to  the 
People  of  Rome,  thus  speaks :  "  C'est  un  grand  don  du  Ciel, 
parmi  tons  les  dons  qu'il  a  prodigues  a  I'ltalie,  que  nos  trois  mil- 
lions de  sujets  aient  deux  cents  millions  de  fr^res  de  toute  langue 
et  de  toute  nation.  C'est  1&  ce  qui  dans  d'autres  temps,  et  au 
milieu  de  la  confusion  de  tout  le  monde  romain,  a  fait  le  salut  de 
Rome. 

''  Benissez  done  I'ltalie,  6  grand  Dieu !  B^nissez*la  de  la  be- 
nediction que  vous  demandent  pour  elle  les  saints  k  qui  elle  a 
donne  le  jour,  la  Reine  des  saints  qui  la  protege,  les  ap6tres  dont 
elle  garde  les  glorieuses  reliques,  et  votre  Fils,  fait  homme,  qui  a 
voulu  que  cette  Rome  Hit  la  residence  de  son  representant  sur  la 
terre. 

''Donn^  k  Rome,  pr^s  Sainte-Marie-Majeure,  le  10  fevrier 
1848. 

"  Pius  PP.  IX." 

X  Luke  xxii.  88. 

§  Boniface  VIII.  in  Unam  Sanctam.  Extrav.  Com.  Lib.  i. 
Tit.  viii.  Jus  Canon,  tom.  ii.  p.  1159,  ed.  1839. 
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— the  emblems,  as  she  asserts,  of  universal  power*. 
The  Roman  Pontiff  is  twice  crowned,  once  with  the 
Mitre,  his  symbol  of  an  Universal  Bishoprick,  and 
once  with  the  Tiara,  in  token  of  Imperial  Supremacy. 
He  wears  both  diadems.  There  is  indeed  a  Mys- 
tery on  the  forehead  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  the 
union  of  these  two  Supremacies;  and  it  has  often 
proved  a  Mystery  of  Iniquity.  It  has  made  the 
holiest  Mysteries  subservient  to  the  worst  Passions. 
It  has  excited  Rebellion  on  the  plea  of  Religion.  It 
has  interdicted  the  last  spiritual  consolations  to  the 
dying,  and  Christian  interment  to  the  dead,  for  the 
sake  of  revenge,  or  from  the  lust  of  power.  It  has 
forbidden  to  marry — and  yet  licensed  the  unholiest 
Marriages  f.  It  has  invoked  blessings  on  Regicides 
and  Usurpers.  It  has  transformed  the  anniversary  of 
the  Institution  of  the  Lord's  Supper  into  a  season  of 
malediction.  It  has  changed  the  hill  of  the  Vatican 
into  a  Mount  Ebalt)  from  which  it  has  fulmined 
curses  according  to  its  will. 

Other  very  important  characteristics  must  now 
be  noticed. 

VI.  The  Woman  in  the  Apocalypse  is  said  to  be 

*  See  Boniface  VIII.  ibid.  Ore  divino  Petro  data  suisque  suc- 
cessoribus  in  ipso,  Quern  confessus  fuit,  petra  firaiata,  dicente 
Domino  ipsi  Petro,  Quodcunque  Ugaveris,  Matth.  xvi.  18,  19. 

'\  Heidegger  i.  p.  497.  See  Sandys,  Europse  Speculum,  p.  37, 
and  p.  49.  "  On  Princes'  Marriages,"  and  "  On  Adulterous  and 
Incestuous  Marriages." 

X  Deut.  xxvii.  13. 
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seated  on  a  scarlet  beast  ^;  to  be  also  clad  in  scarlet, 
and  adorned  tvith  gold  and  precious  stones  and  pearls  f ; 
and  her  merchandise  is  said  to  be  in  gold,  and  silver, 
and  precious  stones,  and  pearls,  andjifie  linen,  and  pur- 
ple, and  sUk  %,  and  scarlet  § ;  and  after  her  destruction 
they  who  weep  over  her  cry,  Alas !  alas  !  the  Great 
City,  which  was  clothed  in  fine  linen,  and  purple,  and 
scarlet,  and  adorned  with  gold,  and  precious  stones, 
and  pearls  \^, 

This  description  of  the  Woman's  dress  is  so  defi- 
nite, and  is  repeated  with  such  emphasis,  that  it  is 
manifestly  intended  for  the  purpose  of  identification. 

Such,  then,  is  her  attire.  Bearing  this  in  mind, 
let  us  proceed  to  consider  the  following  evidence. 

Divine  honour  is  claimed  for  and  given  to  the 
Beast  on  which  she  sits :  Thejf  worshipped  the  Beast, 
saying**.  Who  is  like  unto  the  Beast  f 

The  word  here  interpreted  to  worship  is  irpoiTKvvuw, 
which  literally  signifies  to  adore  by  prostration  and 
by  kissing ;  as  described  in  the  divine  words,  Yet  I 
have  left  me  seven  thousand  in  Israel,  all  the  knees 
which  have  not  bowed  to  Bad,  and  every  mouth  which 
hath  not  kissed  him  f  f . 

This  word  vpotrKwuv  occurs  twenty-four  times  in 

♦  dripioy  KoKKivoy,  Rev.  xvii.  3. — Coccineus  color  est  ruber 
acutus,  (says  Pliny,  N.  H.  xxi.  c.  8)  qualis  rubedo  micat  in  rosis. 
Victorin.  ad  Apoc.  xii.  3.  colons  rubei,  id  est  coccinei, 

f  Rev.  xvii.  4.  J  aripiKoy, 

§  Rev.  xviii.  12.  ||  Rev.  xviii.  16. 

**  Rev.  xvii.  4.  ff  1  Kings  xix.  18. 
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the  Apocalypse.  In  ten  of  them  it  designates  adorar 
Hon  paid  to  Almighty  God  :  in  nine  others  it  de- 
scribes the  adoration  claimed  for  the  Beast  and  his 
image :  and  thus  it  shows,  that  he  exacts  what  is  due 
to  God,  and,  as  the  Angel  warns  St.  John,  not  due 
to  Angels,  but  to  God  alone  *. 

Observe,  next>  the  votaries  of  the  Beast  say.  Who 
is  like  unto  the  Beast  f  This  is  a  challenge  to  God 
Himsel£  Zorrf,  says  the  Psalmist  f,  Who  is  like 
unto  Thee  f  and  again  t>  O  God^  Who  is  like  unto 
Thee?  and.  Among  the  gods^  there  is  none  like  unto 
T/iee,  0  Lord ;  there  is  none  can  do  as  Thou  doest  §. 

It  is,  also,  a  parody  of  the  name  of  the  Angel 
Prince,  the  conqueror  of  Satan  and  his  angels,  Mi- 
chael, which  means  Who  is  as  God? 

Remember,  too,  that  this  expression.  Who  is  like 
unto  the  Beast?  the  watchword  of  the  worshippera 
of  the  Beast,  affords  a  striking  contrast  to  the  words 
emblazoned  on  the  standard  of  the  Maccabees^  those 
courageous  soldiers  against  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
the  type  of  Antichrist, —  Who  among  th^  gods  is  like 
unto  Jehovah? — from  which  badge  the  Maccabees 
derived  their  name  ||. 

Recollect^  now,  that  Babylon  is  a  type  of  Rome ; 

*  Rev.  xix.  10.  xxii.  9.  f  Psalm  xxxv.  10. 

X  Psalm  Ixxi.  17.  Psalm  cxiii.  5. 

§  Psalm  Ixxxvi.  8. 

II  It  was  derived  from  the  Hebrew  words,  Exod.  xv.  11.  See 
Grot.  Prsef.  in  1  Mace.  Buxtorf  dc  Abbrev.  Prideaux  Coraiect. 
part  ii.  bk.  iii.  ad  ann.  166. 
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and  it  is  said  to  the  King  of  Babylon,  How  art  thou 
fallen  from  heaven^  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning !  how 
art  thou  cut  doum  to  the  ground,  which  didst  weaken 
nations !  For  thou  hast  said  in  thine  heart,  I  will 
ascend  into  heaven ;  I  will  ea^cdt  my  Throne  above  the 
stars  of  God:  I  will  sit  also  upon  the  Mount  of  the 
congregation ;  I  will  be  like  the  most  High.  Yet  thou 
shall  be  brought  doum  to  hell*. 

In  this  passage,  t/ie  Mount  of  the  congregation 
means  the  Temple  of  God  f. 

Let  it  be  remembered  also  that  the  Woman  sitting 
on  the  Beast  is  called  the  Mother  of  abominations  j:. 

The  word  abomination  §,  pSiXvyfia,  in  Scripture, 
designates  an  object  of  idolatrous  adoration ;  and  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel,  predicting  the  pollution  of  God's 
Temple  by  the  setting  up  in  it  of  the  abomination  of 
desolation  ||,  was  fulfilled  in  the  first  instance  (b.c.  168) 
by  the  Antichristian  King,  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
who  placed  an  idd  upon  the  altar  of  God  in  the 
Temple  at  Jerusalem ;  or,  as  the  Book  of  Maccabees 
expresses  it,  set  up  the  abomination  of  desolation  on 
the  ALTAR  ** :  thus  defiling  God's  House,  and  making 

•  Isaiah  xiv.  12 — 15. 

f  The  original  signifies  the  Mount  of  God's  presence;  the 
Sanctuary  of  His  Temple.     See  Bp.  liowth  ad  loc. 
J  Rev.  xvii.  4,  5. 
§  Y^j^-  res  abominanda,    Dan.  ix.  31.    xii.  11.  See  Vitring. 

Anacr.  p.  607.  759. 

II  fi^iXvyfia  r%  cpij/iw^ewc*  Dan.  xi.  81. 
**  1  Maccabees  i.  54. 
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it  desolate ;  that  is,  banishing  from  it  Ood's  true  wor- 
ship, and  his  worshippers  *. 

This  prophecy  was  to  have  a  second  fulfilment  in 
Christian  times. 

When  ye  shall  see^  says  our  Lord,  the  abomination 
of  desolation  spoken  of  by  Daniel  the  PropheU  stand  in 
the  Holy  Place  ;  whoso  readeth  let  him  understand  f . 

This  prediction  of  our  Lord  had,  no  doubt,  a  partial 
fulfilment  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem ;  but  it 
had  a  deeper  and  more  general  meaning ;  as  is  sug- 
gested by  the  solemn  words,  let  him  that  readeth, 
understand. 

And  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  prophecy  of 
St.  Paul,  concerning  the  Mystery  of  Iniquity  f .  Then, 
says  the  Apostle,  shall  the  Man  of  sin,  or  that  Lawless 
One,  o  at;o/ioc,  be  revealed,  the  son  of  perdition,  who 
opposeth  and  ewalteth  himself  above  all  thai  is  called 
God,  or  is  worshipped,  so  that  he,  as  God,  sitteth  in  the 
Temple  of  God,  showing  himself  that  he  is  God. 

The  words  here  rendered,  so  that  he  sitteth  in  the 
Temple  of  God,  are  KaOlaai  hq  vaov, — a  very  remark- 
able expression.  Naoc,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  holier 
part  of  the  Temple, — the  Sanctuary,^heTe  the  Altar 
is ;  and  xaOiaai  hq  vaov,  words  involving  motion,  signify 
to  be  conveyed  or  to  convey  himself  and  take  a 

•  Cf.  Prideaux's  Connection,  Part  ii.  Books  ii.  and  iii.  espe- 
cially from  B.  c.  na,  when  Antiochus  Epiphanes  succeeded  his 
brother,  to  b.c.  164,  in  which  year  Antiochus  died. 

f  Matth.  xxiv.  15.    Mark  xiii.  14. 

X  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  4. 
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seat  in  the  ffolt/  Place  of  the  Temple  of  God,  or  the 
Christian  Church  *. 

Let  us  now  pause,  and  review  the  evidence  before 
us. 

The  abomination  of  desolation^  as  we  have  seen, 
was  the  placing  of  an  idol  upon  the  Altar  in  God's 
Temple;  and  Our  Lord  speaks  of  this  abomina- 
tion of  desolatiouy  as  still  to  be  expected ;  and  St. 

*  Those  persons  who  infer  from  this  passage,  that  the  Tem- 
ple of  Jerusalem  will  be  rebuilt,  and  that  Antichrist  will  sit 
therein,  may  be  desired  to  observe,  that  there  are  about  twenty- 
five  passages  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  where  the  Jewish  Tem- 
ple is  called  itpoy,  but  not  a  single  one  where  it  is  called  vaoc, 
nor  is  there  one,  in  any  of  the  Apostolic  Epistles,  where  it  bears 
this  name.  The  yaog  rov  Qiov,  in  the  mouth  of  an  Apostle  speak- 
ing to  Gentile  Christians  concerning  the  future^  cannot  mean  the 
Jewish  Temple,  and  can  only  mean  the  Christian  Church.  Com- 
pare Macknight's  note  on  this  passage  (2  Thess.  ii.  2, 3).  To  those 
who  ai^e,  that  if  Rome  is  the  Temple  of  God,  it  cannot  be  Ba- 
bylon, I  would  respectfully  commend  a  careful  study  of  the  Third 
Book  of  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  especially  chapters  i.  and 
ii. ;  and  to  the  allegation  that  the  Man  of  Sin  must  be  a  single 
person,  I  would  say,  that  neither  the  Woman  treading  on  the 
Moon,  (Rev.  xii.  1)  nor  the  Woman  sitting  on  the  Beast,  (Rev. 
xiii.  3)  is  an  individual  Person,  nor  is  supposed  to  be  so  by  any 
Expositor.  lastly,  they  who  argue  that  the  falling  away  (fi  airo- 
araaiay  2  Thess.  ii.  3)  can  only  apply  to  an  infidel  Power,  may 
be  reminded  of  the  LXX  version  of  Deut.  xxxii.  15.  Jer.  ii.  5. 
19.  iii.  14.  Esa.  xxx.  1.  lix.  13,  14.  Dan.  ix.  9,  where  a^ 
iarafxai  and  its  derivatives  are  used  to  describe  the  backsliding 
and  disobedience  of  God's  ancient  Church ;  and  the  word  TT\Q 

T  T 

rehellis  fuity  is  translated  by  a^can^Kcv,  cf.  Josh.  xxii.  22.  Num. 
xiv.  9.   Neh.  ix.  26. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  Pope  Gregory  I.,  speaking  of  the  title 
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Paul  predicted  the  appearance  of  a  Power,  which  he 
calls  Mystery,  claiming  adoroMon  in  God's  Temple, — 
taking  his  seat  in  the  Sanctuary  of  the  Church  of 
God  *,  showing  himself  that  he  is  God. 

Let  us  also  remember  that  Daniel's  word  abominor 
Hon  f ,  which  describes  an  object  of  idolatrous  wor- 
ship, is  adopted  by  the  Apocalypse;  and  that,  in 
like  manner,  St.  Paul's  word  Mystery  is  appropriated 
by  it ;  and  that  both  these  words  are  combined  in 
the  Apocalypse,  in  the  name  of  the  Woman,  whose 
attire  is  described  minutely  by  St  John,  and  whose 
name  on  her  forehead,  he  says,  is  ^'Mystery,  Babylon 
the  great.  Mother  of  abominations  of  the  Earth." 

Let  us  now  enquire,  whether  this  description  is 

^*  Universal  Bishop,"  says,  "  hanc  elationem  primus  Aposiata  in- 
venit."   Ep.  vih  27.  p.  873. 

Is  the  Church  of  Rome  Babylon  of  the  Apocalypse  ?  This  is 
a  distinct  question  from — Is  Popery  the  avovraaia  described  by 
St.  Paul? 

But,  if  Rome  be  Babylon,  then  St.  Paul's  word,  curotn-aala,  is 
not  too  strong  for  Popery. 

*  vaov Oaov  (says  Theodoret  adloc.)  Ta^  iKKkritrlac  ^yofjiaaey^ 
ev  alg  irpoEZ^iav  hpiratjEi. — In  templo,  id  est  in  Ecclesid  Dei, 
says  Bp.  Andrewes  adv.  Bellarmin.  cap.  ix.  p.  225,  226.  It  is 
very  surprising,  that  the  doctrine  maintained  by  the  most  learned 
Prelate  of  the  English  Church,  should  now  be  censured  by  some 
as  puritanical !  The  ninth  chapter  of  the  Bishop's  work  (which 
is  specially  commended  to  Students  in  Theology  by  Bishop  Jeremy 
Taylor,  in  his  very  interesdng  and  valuable  letter  lately  dis- 
covered by  Dr.  Todd,)  is  entitled  "  Ex  secundo  capite  secuncUe 
ad  Theasal,  probabiliter  colligi  Romanum  Pontificem  esse  Anti- 
christum,"    See  Appendix  I. 
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applicable  to  the  Church  of  Rome.  With  this  view 
let  us  refer — not  to  any  private  sources — ^but  to  the 
authorized  *'  Book  of  Sacred  Ceremonies  "  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

This  Book,  sometimes  called  "Ceremoniale  Ro- 
manum,"  is  veritten  in  Latin,  and  was  compiled  three 
hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  by  Marcellus,  a  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop,  and  is  dedicated  to  Pope 
Leo  X.  * 

Let  us  turn  to  that  portion  of  this  Volume 
which  describes  the  first  public  appearance  of  the 
Pope,  on  his  election  to  the  Pontificate. 

We  there  read  the  following  order  of  proceeding  f . 
"The  Pontiff  elect  is  conducted  to  the  Sacrarium, 
and  divested  of  his  ordinary  attire,  and  is  clad  in  the 
Papal  robes."  The  colour  of  these  is  then  minutely 
described.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  five  different  arti- 
cles of  dress,  in  which  he  is  then  arrayed,  are  scarlet. 
Another  vest  is  specified,  and  this  is  covered  vrith 
pearls.  His  mitre  is  then  mentioned;  and  this  is 
adorned  vtith  gold  and  precious  stones. 

Such,  then,  is  the  dress  in  which  the  Pope  is  ar- 
rayed, as  Pope ;  and  in  which  he  Jirst  appears,  as 
such.  Refer  now  to  the  Apocalypse.  We  have  seen 
that  scarlet^  pearls^  gold^  and  precious  stones  are 
thrice  specified  by  St.  John,  as  characterizing  the 
mysterious  power  pourtrayed  by  himself  J. 

*  Romse,  a.d.  1516. 

f  See  the  original  words  in  Appendix  H. 

X  See  above,  p.  395. 

D  d 
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But  we  may  not  paose  here.  Turn  again  to  the 
Ceremoniale  Romanum. 

The  Pontiff  elect,  arrayed  as  has  been  described, 
is  next  conducted  to  the  Cathedral  of  Rome,  the 
Basilica,  or  Church  of  St.  Peter. 

He  is  led  to  the  Altar  ;  he  first  prostrates  him<- 
self  before  it  and  prays. 

Thus  he  declares  the  sanctity  of  the  Altar.  He 
kneels  at  it,  and  prays  before  it,  as  the  seat  of  God. 
What  a  contrast  next  ensues ! 

We  now  read  the  following : 

**  The  Pope  rises,  and,  wearing  his  mitre,  is  lifted 
up  by  the  Cardinals,  and  is  placed  by  them  upon  the 
Altar — ^to  sit  there.  One  of  the  Bishops  kneels,  and 
begins  the  Te  Deum.  In  the  mean  time  the  Cardi- 
nals kiss  the  feet  and  hands  and  face  of  the  Pope." 

Such  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  Pope  in  the 
fiwe  of  the  Church  and  the  World. 

This  ceremony  has  been  observed  for  many  cen- 
turies ;  and  it  was  performed  only  two  years  ago,  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  present  Pontifi^,  Pius  IX. 

This  ceremony  is  commonly  called  by  Roman 
Writers   the  Adoration*.     It  is  represented  on   a 

*  For  example,  in  Letteiiburgh*s  Notitia  Curise  Romanse,  1683, 
p.  125.  '*  Portatur  Pontifex  in  sede  Pontificali  ad  S.  Petrum, 
poniturque  supra  altare  majus,  ubi  salutatur  osculo  pedis,  manus, 
et  oris  a  Cardinalibus ;  peracta  adoraiione  descendit  Pontifex 
ex  altari."  "  Roroae,"  (says  Heidegger,  Myst.  Bab.  i.  537,)  "  phra- 
sis  ilia  adorare  Papam^  in  quotidiano  usu  est."  Cp.  Bp.  An- 
drewes,  c.  Bellarmine,  p.  289,  where  he  shows  the  futility  of  the 
allegation,  that  adoraiio  means  homctge  only.  [Various 
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Pontifical  coin,  with  the  legend*  "Quem  creant, 
adorant^.** 

Observe  the  nature  of  this  homage.  It  is  by 
kneeling^  and  kissing^  of  the  fece,  and  hands,  and 
feet. 

And  what  is  St.  John's  word,  nine  times  used  to 
describe  the  homage  paid  to  the  rival  of  God  ?  It  is 
ir/[>o<ricvvcfv,  to  kneel  before  and  to  kiss. 

Next,  observe  the  place  in  which  this  adoration  is 
paid.  The  Temple  of  God.  Observe  the  attitude  of 
him  who  receives  it.  He  sits.  Observe  the  place  on 
which  he  sits.     The  Altar  of  God. 

Such  is  the  inauguration  of  the  Pope.  He  is 
placed  by  the  Cardinals  on  God's  Altar.  There  he 
sits  as  on  a  Throne.  The  Altar  is  his  footstool ;  and 
the  Cardinals  kneel  before  him,  and  kiss  the  feet 
which  trample  on  the  altar  of  the  Most  High. 

Various  books  have  been  written  by  Romish  Divines, — Maza- 
roni,  Stevanus,  and  Diana, — "  De  adoratione  et  osculo  pedum 
Pontificis."  See  Heid^;ger,  Myst.  Bab.  i.  511.  514.  537.  At 
the  Coronation  of  Pope  Innocent  X.,  a.d.  1644,  which  is  de* 
scribed  with  great  minuteness  by  Banck,  Roma  Triumphans, 
Franeker.  1656,  the  following  "formula  adorationis"  was  ad- 
dressed, in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the  Clergy  of  St.  Peter's, 
by  the  arch-priest  Cardinal  Colonna,  on  his  knees,  to  the  Pope : 
**  Sanctissime  et  Beadssime  Pater,  Caput  Ecclesiae,  Rector  Orbis^ 
.  •  •  cui  daves  regni  coelorum  sunt  commissae,  quem  Angeli  in 
coelis  revereniur,  port^e  inferorum  timent,  totusque  mundus  adarat, 
nos  Te  unice  veneramur,  colimus  et  adoramus,  et  nos  omniaque 
nostra  patemae  et  plus  qu^m  divifue  dispositioni  ac  curae  sub- 
mittimus."  .  •  .  (Banck,  p.  384.) 

*  Numismata  Pontificum,  Paris,  1679,  p.  5. 
Dd2 
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Let  us  turn  again  to  St.  John.  The  power  described 
by  Him  is  Mystery^  and  is  called  the  mother  o{  Abo- 
minations. And  the  word  Abomination  is  identified 
in  Scripture  with  idols;  and,  in  the  prophecies  of 
Scripture,  it  describes  a  special  form  of  idolatry.  The 
abomination  of  desolation,  as  we  have  seen,  prefigures 
the  setting  up  an  object  of  idolatrotcs  adoration  on 
the  Altar  in  the  Temple  of  God. 

Such  was  the  idol  set  up  by  Antiochus,  the  type 
of  Antichrist.  And  Our  Lord's  words  concerning 
the  Abomination  of  desolation,  compared  with  those 
of  the  Apostle  St.  Paul  respecting  the  mystery  of 
Iniquity,  or  of  Lawlessness,  predicted  the  rise  of  a 
power,  ejpolting  itself  above  aU  that  is  called  God,  or  is 
worshipped ;  so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in  the  Temple 
of  God— or,  is  conveyed  to  the  sancttiary  of  God,  and 
there  placed  to  sit — showing  himself  that  he  is  God. 

The  following  questions  therefore  arise  here : — 

I.  Has  not  the  Church  of  Rome  fulfilled  the  Apoca- 
lypse in  the  eyes  of  men  ?  and  does  she  not  proclaim 
her  own  identity  with  the  Woman  in  the  Apocalypse, 
even  by  the  outward  garb  of  scarlet^  gold,  precious 
stones,  and  pearls,  in  which  she  invests  her  Pontifi^ 
at  his  election,  and  in  which  she  then  displays  him 
to  the  world  ? 

II.  And  has  not  she  fulfilled  the  Apocalypse,  and 
proclaimed  her  own  identity  with  the  Woman  whose 
name  is  Mystery,  the  Mother  of  Abominations,  by 
commencing  every  Pontificate  with  making  the  Pon- 
tiff her  own  idol,  by  lifting  him  up  on  the  hands  of 
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her  Cardinals,  and  by  placing  him  on  God's  Altar, 
and  by  kneeling  before  him,  and  kissing  his  feet? 
Does  she  not  make  herself  the  Mother  of  Idolatry, 
by  paying  such  adoration  as  this  in  the  person  of 
her  Cardinals,  and  by  receiving  it  in  the  person  of 
her  Pope  ?  And,  by  her  long  practice  of  this  parti- 
cular form  of  abomination,  has  she  not  identified 
herself  with  the  Apocalyptic  power,  whose  name  is 
Mystery,  and  also  with  the  **  Mystery  of  Iniquity," 
described  by  the  Apostle  St.  Paul  as  enthroned 
with  bold  impiety  in  the  Temple  of  God ;  and  by 
placing  her  Pontiff  to  be  adored,  like  the  Most 
High,  in  God's  presence  on  God's  Altar  in  a  Chris- 
tian Church,  as  Antiochus  Epiphanes  placed  an  idol 
to  be  adored  on  God's  Altar  in  the  Temple  at  Jeru- 
salem, has  she  not  identified  him  with  the  Lucifer, 
the  King  of  Babylon,  whose  pride  and  fall  are  pour- 
trayed  by  Isaiah  *  and  with  the  Abomination  of  De- 
solation f  spoken  of  by  Daniel  the  Prophet,  and  by 
our  Blessed  Lord  Himself? 

There  is,  I  conceive,  but  one  answer  to  these 
questions.  They  may  be  further  elucidated  by  re- 
ference to  another  very  striking  prophecy. 

Zechariah,  whose  spirit  appears  to  have  been  im- 
bibed, as  his  language  is  adopted,  by  St.  John,  be- 

*  Cf.  Witsii  Miscell.  Sacr.  p.  650,  lib.  iii.  c.  2. 

•\  The  following  was  written  in  the  twelfth  century :  "  Dictum 
Danielis  none  convenit  modemis  Prselatis  et  Ecclesise  Rec- 
toribus ;  videlicet  Cum  videritis  desolationem,**  Joachim  Abbas, 
in  Jerem.  c.  37. 
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holds,  in  one  of  his  Visions,  an  Epha,  or  Measure, 
and  a  Woman  seated  in  it  *. 

An  Angel  points  to  the  Woman,  and  says,  "This 
is  Lawlessness^**  'ANOMIA.  Such  is  the  word  in  the 
Septuagint. 

Thus  speaking,  he  presses  her  down  in  the  Epha, 
and  places  a  mass  of  lead  on  her  mouth. 

Then  two  women  appear,  who  have  the  spirit  in 
their  wings,  and  they  take  up  the  woman  in  the 
Epha,  and  carry  her  away. 

The  Prophet  asks  whither  they  are  taking  her. 
The  Angel  replies,  to  Babylon. 

What,  now,  is  the  meaning  of  this  Vision? 

It  is  spiritual. 

The  Epha  is  a  measure,  the  symbol  of  equity. 
With  this  measure,  well  filled  and  running  over,  the 
Woman  ought  to  have  dealt  out  the  spiritual  food, 
the  bread  of  life,  to  God's  people  f ;  but  she  is  not 
Equity,  but  Lawlessness,  and  the  Epha  is  not  full, 
but  empty :  she  neglects  her  duty,  and  she  is  punished 
by  the  instrument  with  which  she  has  sinned,  the 
Epha :  it  is  empty,  and  she  is  placed  in  it,  and  her 
mouth  is  stopped  with  lead.  That  is,  the  faithless 
Church  is  silenced,  and  removed  from  her  place, 
and  made  desolate  .'—carried  to  Babyloih ;  or,  as  the 
Septuagint  expresses  it,  a  house  is  built  for  her  in 
Babylon  |. 

•  Zech.  V.  5. 

f  The  reader  will  perceive  some  points  of  resemblance  be- 
tween this  Vision  and  the  Third  Seal.    See  above,  p.  181 — 186. 
I  Zech.  V.  11. 
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Observe,  the  Woman  is  called  Lawlessness. 

This  word,  "  Lawlessness^  is  a  prophetical  word  *, 
which  connects  the  predictions  of  Zechariah  and 
St.  Paul  together,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  words 
Abomination  and  Mystery  connect  those  of  Daniel, 
St.  Paul,  and  St.  John. 

Our  Lord,  in  the  same  prophecy  as  that  in  which 
He  speaks  of  the  setting  up  of  the  Abomination  of 
Desolationy  speaks  also  of  the  overflowing  of  Lawless-- 
ness'\. 

And  St.  Paul,  in  the  prophecy  before  mentioned, 
calls  the  power,  which  claims  adoration,  by  the  same 
name.  He  entitles  it  the  Mystery  of  Lawlessness. 
And  he  designates  its  head,  the  Lawless  one.  Thus 
the  Apostle  adopts  the  language  of  Zechariah,  as 
made  ready  for  him  in  the  Greek  Version.  He  iden- 
tifies the  Mystery  of  Lawlessness  with  the  Woman 
described  as  Lawlessness  by  that  Prophet. 

And  now  turn  to  St.  John :  he  also  adopts  the 
Prophet's  imagery  and  language.  The  Woman  whose 
name  is  Lawlessness,  as  described  by  Zechariah,  is 
carried  in  the  Epha  to  Babylon^  and  placed  there. 
The  Woman  in  the  Apocalypse  is  Babylon. 

III.  Another  question  then  arises;  Has  not  the 
Church  of  Rome,  by  suppressing  God's  Word,  instead 
of  dispensing  it,  identified  herself  with  the  Woman  in 
the  empty  Epha,  the  Woman  whose  mouth  is  stopped 
with   lead,  whose  name  is  Lawlessness^  and  whose 

♦  See  above,  p.  277.  f  'Avofila,  Matth.  xxiv.  12. 
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house  is  Babylon ;  and  has  she  not  thus,  also,  identi- 
fied herself,  in  another  respect,  with  the  Mystery  of 
Lawlessness,  as  pourtrayed  by  St.  Paul,  and  with  Bar 
hyhn,  as  described  by  St.  John,  which  will  be  cast 
into  the  sea  like  a  millstone  *,  never  to  rise  again  ? 

The  same  Prophet,  Zechariah,  uses  a  remarkable 
expression  in  another  place.  Woe  to  the  idol  f  Shep- 
herd\\  that  is,  to  the  Pastor ,  who  claims  adoration 
for  himself.  Woe  to  the  idol  Shepherd,  that  leaveth 
the  flock !  the  sword  shall  be  upon  his  arm,  and  upon 
his  right  eye :  his  arm  shall  be  clean  dried  up,  and 
his  right  eye  shall  be  utterly  darkened  J. 

Such  is  the  voice  from  heaven  to  the  idol  Shep- 
herd :  and  such  is  the  woe  denounced  on  him  who 
boasts  himself  to  be  the  Universal  Shepherd  ||  , 
and  sits,  as  an  idol  *^,  on  the  Altar  in  the  Temple 
of  God ;  and  is  worshipped  in  the  place  of  God. 

•  Rev.  xviii.  21. 

f  The  word  is  /vK»  used  for  a  vain  thing^  an  idol,  in  Lev. 

xix.  4.  1  Chron.  xvi.  26.  Psalm  xcvi.  5.  xcvii.  7.  Isaiah  ii.  8. 
18.  20,  and  elsewhere. 

X  Zech.  xi.  17.  §  Zech.  xi.  17. 

II  Petrus  Asilus  de  Tyrann.  Antichrisd  (ap.  Wolf.  Lectiones, 
ii.  824)  says,  Papa  sibi  soli  sumi  Pastoria  nomen,  ideo  fit  ut  im- 
pleatur  propbetia  Zacharise  de  Pastore  stulto,  quern  B.  Hierony- 
mus  Antichristum  in  extremis  diebus  comparentem  et  Christi 
gladio  succumbentem  vel  succubiturum  interpretatur. 

**  Heidegger,  Myst.  Bab.  ii.  p.  546.  Ceremonia  quft  Papa  in 
altari  Templi  D.  Petri  sedens  a  Cardinalibus  cemuis  adoratur 
divinum  cultum  apertissimd  redolet.  Cum  Papam  sic  in  altari 
consistentem  adorant  quid  aliud  quam  Deum  seu  idolum  suum 
(Zecb.  xi.  17)  ibi  divino  cultu  prosequuntur  ? 
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We  pause  here,  and  sum  up  what  has  been  said. 

Either  the  claims  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  just ; 
or  they  are  not. 

If  they  are,  she  is  infallible,  and  indefectible.  She 
is  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  all  Christian  Churches. 
Her  Pontiff  is  the  Universal  Pastor;  the  Centre  of 
Unity;  the  Father  of  the  Faithful;  the  Supreme 
Head,  and  Spiritual  Judge,  of  Christendom.  And 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  obey  him. 

Now,  we  hold  in  our  hand  the  Apocalypse  of  St. 
John ;  the  Jievelation  of  Jesus  Christ*;  the  Voice  of 
the  Spirit  to  the  Churches  f;  the  prophetic  history  of 
the  Church  from  the  Apostolic  age  even  to  the  Day 
of  Doom. 

In  it  St.  John  places  us  at  Rome :  he  points  to  its 
seven  hills :  he  shows  us  the  City  enthroned  upon 
them :  he  retains  us  there  while  he  reveals  to  us  its 
ftiture  history,  even  to  its  total  extinction,  which  he 
describes  X. 

I.  If  now,  Christ  had  instituted  a  spiritual  supre- 
macy, and  fixed  an  Infallible  Authority  any  where, 
it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  St.  John,  in  re- 
vealing the  future  History  of  the  Church,  and  in  pro- 
viding guidance  and  comfort  for  her,  under  all  her 
trials  which  he  predicts,  would  not  have  failed  to 
notice  such  supremacy  and  authority. 

•  Rev.  i.  1.  t  Rev.  ii.  7.  11.  17,  &c. 

X  Rev.  xviii.  1—24. 
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II.  If  Christ  had  settled  that  Pre-eminence  at 
Rome,  St.  John,  when  speaking  specially  and  copi- 
ously of  her^  and  tracing  her  history,  even  to  the  day 
when  she  will  be  burnt  with  fire,  and  her  smoke 
ascend  to  heaven,  could  not  have  omitted  to  men- 
tion it. 

III.  If  St  John's  awfiil  description  of  the  doom 
and  desolation  of  the  Harlot  applies  to  the  Heathen 
City  of  Rome ;  and  if  the  Church  of  Rome  is  what 
she  herself  affirms — the  true  Spouse  of  Christ,  the 
Mother  of  all  Churches — assuredly  St.  John  would 
have  taken  great  care  that  no  reasonable  man  should 
ever  be  able  to  impute  to  the  Christian  Church  of 
Rome  what  he  intended  for  the  Heathen  City  of 
Rome. 

And  all  these  observations  have  greater  force,  when 
we  remember  that  this  book  is  the  Voice  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  the  Church. 

Now  what  is  the  feet  ? 

I.  Not  a  word  does  St.  John  say  of  the  existence 
of  any  Supreme  Visible  Head  of  the  Church. 

II.  Not  a  word  does  he  say  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
being  the  centre  of  Unity — the  Arbitress  of  Faith — 
the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  Churches.  Not  a  word 
does  he  speak  in  her  praise.  Indeed  her  advocates 
say  that  he  does  not  mention  her  at  all  * ! 

How  unaccountable  is  all  this,  if,  as  they  affirm, 
Christ  has  instituted  such  a  Supremacy ;  and  if  He 
has  placed  it  at  Rome. 

*  See  above,  p.  366,  note. 
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But  now  take  the  other  alternatiye.  Let  the 
claims  of  the  Charch  of  Rome  be  unfounded;  then 
there  is  no  medium,  they  are  nothing  short  of  blas- 
phemy; for  they  are  claims  to  In&Uibility  and 
Universal  Dominion,  which  are  the  attributes  of 
God. 

And  now  we  again  open  the  Apocalypse.  What 
do  we  find  there? 

We  see  there  a  City  pourtrayed— «  great  City — 
the  great  City,  the  Queen  of  the  Earth  when  St 
John  wrote ;  the  City  on  Seven  Hills — ^the  City  of 
Rome. 

At  Rome,  then,  we  are  placed  by  St.  John.  We 
stand  there  by  his  side.  This  city  is  represented  as 
a  Woman ;  it  is  called  the  Harlot.  It  is  contrasted 
with  the  Woman  in  the  Wilderness,  the  future  Bride 
in  Heaven ;  that  is,  with  the  faithful  Church,  now 
sojourning  here,  and  to  be  glorified  hereafter. 

The  Harlot  persecutes  with  the  power  of  the  Dra- 
gon: the  Bride  is  persecuted  by  the  Dragon:  the 
Harlot  is  arrayed  in  scarlet,  the  Bride  in  white :  the 
Harlot  sinks  to  hell,  the  Bride  ascends  to  heaven. 
The  Bride  is  the  faithful  Church ;  the  Harlot^  con- 
trasted with  her,  is  a  faithless  Church. 

The  City,  then,  which  is  called  a  Harlot^  is  a  fiedth- 
less  Church ;  and  that  City  is  Rome. 

This  Harlot  City  is  represented  as  seated  upon 
many  waters,  which  are  Peoples,  and  Nations,  and 
Tongues.     Kings  give  their  power  to  her;  and  corn- 
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mit  fornication  with  her.  She  vaunts  that  she  is 
a  Queen  for  ever.  Thus  she  is  displayed  as  claiming 
a  double  supremacy. 

Now,  look  at  Rome.  She,  she  alone  of  all  the 
Cities  that  are,  or  ever  have  been,  asserts  universal 
supremacy,  spiritual  and  temporal.  She  wields  two 
swords.  She  wears  two  diadems.  And  she  has 
claimed  this  double  power  for  more  than  a  thousand 
years.  "  Ruler  of  the  World"—"  Universal  Pastor" 
— ^these  are  the  titles  of  her  Pontiff.  She  boasts  that 
she  is  the  Catholic  Church ;  that  she  is  alone^  and 
none  beside  her  on  the  Earth :  she  affirms,  that  her 
light  will  never  be  dim,  her  Candlestick  never  re- 
moved. And  yet  she  teaches  strange  doctrines.  She 
has  broken  her  plighted  troth,  and  forgotten  the  love 
of  her  espousals.  She  has  been  untrue  to  God.  She 
has  put  on  the  scarlet  robe  and  gaudy  jewels  and 
bold  look  of  a  harlot,  and  gone  after  other  gods. 
She  canonizes  men,  and  then  worships  them.  She 
has  endeavoured  to  make  Apostles  untrue  to  their 
Lord,  and  the  Blessed  Mother  of  Christ  into  a  rival 
of  her  Divine  Son.  She  prays  to  Angels,  and  so 
would  make  them  instruments  of  dishonour  to  the 
Triune  God,  before  Whose  glorious  Majesty  they  veil 
their  faces.  She  deifies  the  Creature,  and  so  defies 
the  Creator. 

St.  John,  when  he  calls  us  to  see  the  Harlot-city, 
the  seven-hilled  City,  fixes  her  name  on  her  fore- 
head— Mystery — to  be  seen  and  read  by  all.     And 
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he  says,  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth  and  they  that  hear 
the  words  of  this  prophecy  *. 

Her  title  is  Mystery,  a  secret  spell,  bearing  a 
semblance  of  sanctity :  a  solemn  rite,  \v^hich  promises 
bliss  to  those  who  are  initiated  in  it :  a  prodigy  in- 
spiring wonder  and  awe  into  the  mind  of  St.  John : 
an  intricate  enigma,  requiring  for  its  solution  the  aid 
of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Heathen  Rome  persecuting  the  Church  was  no 
Mystery.  But  a  Christian  Church,  calling  herself 
the  Mother  of  Christendom,  and  yet  drunken  with 
the  blood  of  saints — ^this  is  indeed  a  Mystery.  A 
Christian  Church  boasting  herself  the  Bride,  and 
beiny  the  Harlot;  styling  herself  Sion,  and  being 
Babylon — this  is  indeed  a  Mystery.  A  Mystery  in- 
deed it  is,  that,  when  she  says  to  all,  "  Come  unto 
me,"  the  voice  from  heaven  should  cry,  **  Come  out  of 
her.  My  People."  A  Mystery  indeed  it  is,  that  she 
who  boasts  her  sanctity,  should  become  the  habita- 
tion of  devils :  that  she  who  claims  to  be  Infallible, 
should  be  said  to  corrupt  the  earth :  that  a  self-called 
Mother  of  Churches,  should  be  called  by  the  Spirit 
the  Mother  of  abominations :  that  she  who  boasts 
to  be  Indefectible,  should  in  one  day  be  destroyed, 
and  that  Apostles  should  rejoice  at  her  fall  f :  that 
she  who  holds,  as  she  says,  in  her  hands  the  Keys  of 
Heaven,  should  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  by  Him 
Who  has  the  Keys  of  hell  and  the  grave.  All  this, 
in  truth,  is  a  great  and  awful  Mystery. 

♦  Rev.  i.  3.    xxii.  7.  f  Rev.  xviii.  20. 
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Nearly  Eighteen  Centuries  have  now  passed 
away,  since  the  Holy  Spirit  declared,  by  the  mouth 
of  St.  John,  to  the  Church,  that  this  Mystery  would 
be  revealed  in  the  City  which  was  then  the  Queen 
of  the  Earth,  the  City  on  Seven  Hills,  the  City  of 
Roma 

The  Mystery  was  then  dark,  dark  as  midnight. 
Man's  eye  could  not  pierce  the  gloom.  The  fulfil- 
ment of  the  prophecy  seemed  improbable, — almost 
impossible.  Age  after  age  rolled  away.  The  mist 
which  hung  over  it  became  less  thick.  The  clouds 
began  to  break.  Some  features  of  the  dark  Mystery 
began  to  appear,  dimly  at  first,  then  more  clearly, 
like  Mountains  at  daybreak.  Then  the  form  of  the 
Mystery  became  more  and  more  distinct.  The  Seven 
Hills,  and  the  Woman  sitting  upon  them,  became 
more  visible.  Her  voice  was  heard.  Strange  sounds 
of  blasphemy  were  muttered  by  her.  Then  they 
became  more  and  more  loud.  And  the  golden  char 
lice  in  her  hand,  her  scarlet  attire,  her  pearls  and 
jewels,  glittered  in  the  Sun.  Kings  and  Nations 
were  seen  prostrate  at  her  feet^  and  drinking  her 
cup.  Saints  were  slain  by  her  power.  And  now  the 
prophecy  became  clear ;  clear  as  noon-day ;  and  we 
tremble  with  awe  at  the  sight,  while  the  eye  reads 
the  inscription  emblazoned  in  large  letters,  **  Mys- 
tery, Babylon  the  Gbeat,**  written  by  the  hand  of 
St.  John,  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  on  the  fore- 
head of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
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Rev.  XV.  5 — 8.   xvi.  1 — 21. 

After  tJiatf  I  looked,  and,  behold,  the  temple  of  the  tabernacle 
of  the  testimony  in  heaven  was  opened :  and  the  Seven  Angels 
came  out  of  the  temple,  having  the  Seven  Plagues,  clothed  in  pure 
and  white  linen,  and  having  their  breasts  girded  with  golden 
girdles.  And  one  of  the  four  living  creatures  gave  unto  the  Seven 
Angels  seven  golden  vials  fuU  of  the  wrath  of  God,  who  liveth 
for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  temple  was  filled  with  smoke  from 
the  glory  of  God,  and  from  His  power ;  and  no  man  was  able  to 
enter  into  the  temple,  tiU  the  seven  plagues  of  the  Seven  Angels 
were  fulfilled. 

And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  saying  to  the  Seven 
Angels,  Go  your  ways,  and  pour  out  the  vials  of  the  wrath  of 
God  upon  the  earth. 

And  the  First  went,  and  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  earth ; 
and  there  fell  a  noisome  and  grievous  sore  upon  the  men  which 
had  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  upon  them  which  worshipped  his 
image. 

And  the  Second  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sea ;  and 
it  became  as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man :  and  every  living  soul  died 
in  the  sea. 

And  the  Third  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  rivers  and 
fountains  of  waters ;  and  they  became  blood.  And  I  heard  the 
angel  of  the  waters  say.  Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord,  which  art, 
and  wast,  and  shalt  be,  because  thou  hast  judged  thus.     For  they 
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have  shed  the  blood  of  saints  and  prophets,  and  thou  Jiast  ^ven 
them  blood  to  drink ;  for  they  are  worthy.  And  I  heard  another 
out  of  the  altar  say,  Even  so,  Lord  God  Almighty,  true  and 
righteous  are  thy  judgments. 

And  the  Fourth  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sun  ;  and 
power  was  given  unto  him  to  scorch  men  with  fire.  And  men  were 
scorched  with  great  heat,  and  blasphemed  the  name  of  God,  which 
hath  power  over  these  plagues :  and  they  repented  not  to  give 
Him  glory. 

And  the  Fifth  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  seat  of  the 
beast ;  and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darkness  ;  and  they  gnawed 
their  tongues  for  pain,  and  blasphemed  the  God  of  heaven  be- 
cause  of  their  pains  and  their  sores,  and  repented  not  of  their 
deeds. 

And  the  Sixth  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  great  river 
Euphrates  ;  and  the  water  thereof  was  dried  up,  that  the  way 
of  the  KINGS  of  THE  EAST  might  be  prepared. 

And  I  saw  three  unclean  spirits  like  frogs  come  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beast,  and  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  false  prophet. 

For  they  are  the  spirits  of  devils,  working  miracles,  which  go 
forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world,  to  gather 
them  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty, 

Behold,  I  come  as  a  thief.  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth, 
and  keepeth  his  garments,  lest  he  walk  naked,  and  they  see  his 
shame. 

And  they  gathered  *  them  together  into  a  place  called  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue  Armageddon. 

And  the  Seventh  Angel  poured  out  his  vial  into  the  air ;  and 
there  came  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  heaven,  from  the 
throne,  saying.  It  is  done.  And  there  were  voices,  and  thunders, 
and  lightnings ;  and  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was 

*  The  Authorized  Version  reads  '*  he  gathered  them ;"  but 
the  nominative  to  avvviyayev  is  ra  wvevfiara,  i.e.  the  unclean 
spirits  gathered  the  Kings. 
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910/  since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake,  and 
so  great.  And  the  great  city  was  divided  into  three  parts,  and 
the  cities  of  the  nations  fell :  and  Babylon  the  great  came  in 
remembrance  before  God,  to  give  unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of 
the  fierceness  of  His  wrath.  And  every  island  fled  away,  and 
the  mountains  were  not  found.  And  there  fell  upon  men  a  great 
hail  out  of  heaven,  every  stone  about  the  weight  of  a  talent :  and 
men  blasphemed  God  because  of  the  plague  of  the  hail ;  for  the 
plague  thereof  was  exceeding  great. 

St.  John,  having  conducted  us  to  the  brink  of  the 
final  catastrophe,  at  the  close  of  the  Fourteenth  Chap- 
ter of  the  Apocalypse,  returns,  according  to  his  man- 
ner^, and  places  us  again  at  a  higher  point  in  the 
prophecy. 

I  saw  another  sign  in  heaven^  Seven  Artels  having 
the  seven  last  plagues;  for  in  them  is  filled  up  the  wrath 
of  God  f. 

He  beheld  a  sea  of  glass,  mingled  with  fire,  and 
those  who  had  triumphed  over  the  Beast,  and  His 
image,  and  His  mark,  and  the  number  of  His  name, 
holding  in  their  hands  harps  of  God,  and  they  sing 
the  Song  of  Moses^  the  Servant  of  God^  and  the  Song 
of  the  Lamb  %. 

They  are  here  represented  as  the  true,  spiritual, 
Israelites^  delivered  from  the  Egyptian  bondage  of 
Sin  and  Satan ;  and  looking  back,  as  it  were,  on  the 

*  Auctor  Anon.  ap.  S.  August.  Worn.  xiii.  Sanctus  Joannes 
soli  to  more  recapitulat. 

f  Rev.  XV.  1.  X  Rev.  xv.  3. 
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waves  of  a  Red  Sea,  which  is  calm  as  glass  to  them, 
but  tinged  with  the  blood  of  their  Enemies.  And 
they  sing  a  Song  like  that  of  Moses,  the  Servant  of 
God,  on  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from  Egypt*; 

The  depths  have  covered  them :  they  sank  into  the 
bottom  as  a  stone  f.  And  this  Song  is  called  the 
Song  of  THE  Lamb  ;  for  they  overcame  by  the  blood  of 
the  Lamby  and  by  the  Wm'd  of  their  testimony  Ij.. 

Such  is  the  anticipatory  declaration  of  the  result 
of  the  great  conflict. 

The  struggle  is  now  to  be  described.  The  same 
figure  is  preserved ;  the  scene  is  Egypt :  and  the 
tyrannical  Empire  of  the  Beast  is  scourged  by 
Plagues,  like  those  which  fell  on  Pharaoh  and  his 
people. 

These  Plagues  are  called  Vials  §. 

What  does  this  term  mean  ? 

For  a  reply  to  this  enquiry,  let  us  refer  to  the 
history  of  the  Egyptian  Plagues. 

We  there  find  that  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses  and 
Aaron,  Take  to  you  ashes  of  the  furnace,  and  let 
Moses  sprinkle  it  toward  the  heaven  in  the  sight  of 
Pharaoh ;  and  it  shall  becofne  small  dust  in  all  the 
land  ofEgypU  and  shaU  be  a  boil  ||  breaking  forth  with 

*  Exod.  XV.  1—19. 

f  Exod.  XV,  5.     Comp.  Rev.  xviii.  21. 
%  Rev.  xii.  11.  §  Rev.  xv.  1,  7.  xvi.  1. 

II  This  Plague  is  the  sixth  in  the  Literal  Egypt,  and  the  first 
in  the  Spiritual ;  the  reason  of  which  appears  to  be,  (as  has  been 
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blains  upon  man  and  upon  beast^  throughout  ail  the 
land  of  Egypt.  And  they  did  so.  And  the  Magicians 
could  not  stand  before  Moses  because  of  the  boils ;  for 
the  boils  were  upon  the  Magicians^  and  upon  all  the 
house  of  Pharaoh*. 

The  firet  of  the  Seven  Plagues  of  the  Apocalypse 
is  a  boil  upon  all  who  have  the  mark  of  the  beast  f . 

The  word  used  by  St.  John  to  describe  this  plague 
is  the  same  as  that  in  the  Septuagint  Version  of  the 
book  of  Exodus  t;  and  so  it  connects  the  Apoca- 
lyptic Plagues  with  those  of  Egypt. 

Next,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  instruments  used 
in  the  Apocalypse  for  the  outpouring  of  these  plagues 
— ^the  Seven  Vials  f 

Moses  and  Aaron,  as  we  have  seen,  were  comr 
manded  to  take  ashes  from  the  furnace^  and  IVIoses 
was  ordered  to  sprinkle  them  toward  heaven.  Such 
was  the  Egyptian  Plague.  But  in  the  Apocalypse  we 
see  the  heavenly  Sanctuary  ^  open,  and  seven  Angels 


remarked  by  Lightfoot,)  that  this  plague  infested  Jannes  and 
Jambres,  the  Egyptian  magicians,  so  that  they  could  not  stand 
before  Moses,  and  it  intimates  that  the  judgment  is  directed  prin- 
cipally against  the  most  eminent  False- teachers,  and  dealers  in 
lying  wonders,  in  the  Spiritual  Egypt. 

*  Exod.  ix.  8— 11.  t  Rev.  xvi.  2. 

X  cXicoc.  Deut.  ix.  10,  kyiviro  cXiciy  kv  toIq  iLyOpwiroic.  .  •  • 
— Rev.  xvi.  2,  iyiviro  cXjcoc  €<c  tovq  nyOputirov^.  .  .  .  —  Com- 
pare also  t\KOQ  AiyviTTioy,  Deut.  xxvii.  28.  35. 

§  raoc. 
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come  forth,  arrayed  in  priestly  attire;  and  One  of 
the  Four  Living  Creatures  puts  into  their  hands 
Seven  Golden  Vials,  full  of  the  Wrath  of  God ; 
and  the  Holy  Place  is  filled  with  smoke  from  the 
glory  of  God  and  His  power ;  and  no  one  can  enter 
the  Holy  Place,  till  the  Plagues  are  poured  out. 

The  Fii-st  Angel  pours  his  Vial  on  the  Earth ;  the 
Second  on  the  Sea;  the  Third  on  rivers  B,nd  fountains  ; 
the  Fourth  on  the  Sun ;  the  Fifth  on  the  Throne  of 
the  Beast ;  the  Sixth  on  the  Great  River  Euphrates  ; 
the  Seventh  and  Last  in  the  air. 

There  is  this  difference,  then,  between  the  Action 
iu  the  book  of  Exodus  and  that  in  the  Apocalypse ; 
that  the  one  is  performed  on  earth  by  Moses,  with 
common  fire ;  and  the  other  by  Angel  priests  with 
h(df/  fire,  in  the  heavenly  Temple.  And  it  is  per- 
formed with  holy  Vessels,  ^laXat,  or  Vials. 

This  word  Vial,  you  vrill  bear  in  mind,  is  not  to 
be  understood  in  its  common  English  acceptation.  It 
does  not  signify  a  bottle,  but  a  bowl-like  dish  *.  It 
is  borrowed  from  the  Temple-Worship,  and  describes 
the  sacred  bowls,  in  which  aromatic  incense  f,  lighted 

•  Hence  ^inXai  are  here  well  translated  patera  (from  paieo ; 
cp.  Ital.  piattOy  Fr.  plat)  by  Victorinus  ad  cap.  xvii.  The  word 
0ca\i|  is  derived  from  9/w  (sufBo,  suffitus),  Ovw,  thus,  Oveia ;  and 
there  is  a  connexion  between  ^m'Xi|  yifiovtra  dvfjiov,  and  ^caXj| 
yifiovea  OvfjLiufjtdTuty.  (Rev,  v.  6.)  The  former,  instead  of  con- 
taining dvfiiafjLa,  contains  Ovfto^. 

f  For  the  composition  of  this  perfume,  see  Exod.  xxx.  34 — 
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by  coals  taken  *  from  the  great  brazen  altar  of  sacri-^ 
fice,  which  stood  in  the  outer  court  of  the  Temple, 
was  offered  on  the  Grolden  Altar,  which  stood  in  the 
inner  court  or  Holy  Place,  before  the  Veil. 

The  Vials,  then,  are  sacred  Vessels.  The  incense 
now  contained  in  them  is  called  the  Wrath  of  God ; 
and  it  is  poured  forth  by  His  Angel-Ministers  from 
His  heavenly  Sanctuary,  on  the  power  of  the  Beasts 
that  is,  on  the  spiritual  Kingdom  of  the  great  City^  in 
which  the  Woman,  who  sitteth  on  the  Beast -fy  is 
enthroned. 

Such,  then,  is  the  Vision :  we  are  now  prepared 
to  understand  it. 

The  natural  blessings  of  Egypt  became  the  occa- 
sions of  suffering ;  for  example,  the  Nile,  the  source 

«i8.  Cp.  Exod.  XXV.  6.  xxxvii.  29.  The  following  are  the  pas- 
sages in  the  original  Apocalypse  where  ^i/tXai  are  described. — 
Rev.  V.  8,  0  a\ai  \pv(ral  yifjLovvai  dv/jnafidrayf  at  eitriy  ai  icpoa- 
cvxac  ru»K  kyiiay, — Rev.  viii.  3,  ayyiKoQ  Ecrradr^  evi  ro  OvtruKT" 
riipiOVf  txuy  Xiftnviaroy  ^pvtrovy^  Kai  i^odri  avrf  BvfudfiaTa  troWhf 
lya  BtoKTQ  raif  wpo^tv\aiQ  rwy  &yiiify  jrarrwv  itri  to  Ovviairrifpioy 
TO  'xpv^ovy,  ToiyMirioy  tov  Opoyov,  Kal  ayiliq  6  Kairyot  Twy  Ovfjiia~ 
fjLUTiMfy  ToiQ  irpoffevyjouQ  *'«v  hyiuty  Ik  XEipOQ  tov  hyyiXov  lyunrioy 
tov  Qeov,  Kol  €i\f7^cv  6  ayycXoc  Toy  Xc/Javoiror,  Kai  lyifAKrtv  avroy 
Ik  tov  wpoQ  (i.e.  ex  ture  incenso)  tov  OvaiaarriploVf  kqI  tfiaXcy  €ic 
rj)v  y^v. — Rev.  xv.  6,  cf^XOov  oi  kirTO,  ayyeXoi  cxoyTi^  rac  e^rra 
nXriyctQ  Ik  tov  yaov  •  .  •  kcll  ty  €K  T*ay  Tiaadpvtv  (wwy  iBtaxi  role 
kvTa  ayyiXoie  kirra  ^taXac  ^pvnaQ  yefiovtrag  tov  Ovfiov  tov  Bcoi/, 
rov  (iiyTog  €Q  Tovc  atwvac*  Kol  iyefiiaOri  6  yaog  xairyov  Ik  r^c  ^ofifc 
TOV  Qtov, 

•  See  Lightfoot  on  Rev.  viii.  f  Rev.  xvii.  3.  7.  18. 
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of  her  fertility  and  wealth,  became  blood,  and  sent 
forth  frogs*. 

So,  these  Vials  represent  spiritual  benefits  con- 
verted into  banes ;  means  of  grace  changed  into 
plagues.  Precisely  as  was  the  case  with  the  Two 
Witnesses  f:  they  were  God's  messengers  to  man. 
But  they  are  despised ;  and  the  Word  in  their  mouth 
bursts  into  fire,  and  consumes  their  foes  :|:.  Precisely, 
again,  as  with  the  Four  Angels  ^,  bound  at  the  great 
river  Euphrates :  they  were  God's  Ambassadors  to 
the  World.  But  they  were  imprisoned.  God  looses 
them,  and  then  they  lead  on  an  innumerable  army, 
and  avenge  His  cause,  and  destroy  His  enemies. 

Thus,  in  the  Vision  before  us  of  the  Seven  Vials. 
Here  we  see  the  coals  from  God's  altar,  which  should, 
and  would,  in  His  Will  and  desire,  have  kindled  the 
sweet  incense  of  prayer,  and  have  ascended  in  a  cloud 
of  sweet  perfume  to  heaven,  in  the  ministries  of  His 
Church,  and  have  brought  down  blessings  upon  earth, 
are  converted  by  man's  sin  into  means  of  vengeance, 
and  descend  on  the  heads  of  the  ungodly  in  a  flood 
of  fire  II . 

♦  Exod.  vii.  19—25.  viii.  1 — 7.  f  l^^v.  xi.  3.  6. 

X  Haymo  ad  c.  xv.  Scripturd  vulnerantur  corda  bonorum  ad 
salutem,  corda  impiorum  ad  perniciem. 

§  Rev.  ix.  13—20. 

II  Haymo  ad  cap.  xvi.  Phialce  iree  Dei  dicuntur  quia  videlicet 
unde  alii  veniam  placationis,  inde  alii  sumunt  viam  ultionxs.  Per 
terram  autem  designantiir  terrena  corda  hominum. 
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This  Vision  is  illustrated  by  the  words  of  St.  Paul, 
and  reflects  light  upon  them. 

Thanks  be  to  God^  says  the  Apostle,  Which  always 
causeth  us  to  triumph  in  Christy  and  maketh  manifest 
the  savour  (or  odour  \  rather)  of  His  knowledge  in 
every  place.  For  we  are  a  sweet  savour  (or  perfume  f , 
rather)  of  Christ  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them 
that  perish.  To  the  one  we  are  a  savour  (odour)  of 
death  u7ito  death ;  to  the  other  a  savour  {odour)  of  life 
unto  life.  And  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  For 
we  are  not  a^  the  many,  who  corrupt  the  Word  of 
GodX. 

That  is,  we,  the  Apostles  of  Christ,  who  dispense 
the  Word  and  Sacraments  in  truth  and  godly  sin- 
cerity J  in  His  name,  Who  gave  Himself  for  us,  an 
offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God,  for  a  sweeUsmelling 
savour  || ;  we  are  like  the  Priests  of  the  Temple 
offering  sweet  incense  to  God  on  the  altar  of  His 
Sanctuary,  which  oblation  is  acceptable  to  Him  in 
Christ,  Who  has  entered  within  the  Veil**;  and  this 
our  Ministry  is  a  sweet-smelling  savour  to  Life  Eter- 
nal for  all  who  gladly  receive  what  we  deliver ;  but 
to  those  who  reject,  mutilate,  or  adulterate  the  Word 
or  Sacraments,  the  aromatic  incense  of  our  spiritual 
censers  fills  up  the  Vials  of  God*s  Wrath,  and  the 


-16. 


♦  oafiify,                     f  ehuiia. 

X  2  Cor.  ii.  14 

§  £cXcicp{V€ia.  2  Cor.  ii.  16. 

II  Eph.  V.  2. 

«•  Heb.  vi.  19. 
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blessings  of  His  Word  and  Sacramento  become 
plagues.  They  are  a  savour  of  death  unto  death ; 
and  instead  of  ascending  to  Heaven  in  fragrant 
clouds,  they  descend  to  earth  in  fiery  streams  *• 

This  Vision  becomes  clearer  still,  when  we  re- 
member, that  the  Apocalyptic  Vials  are  holy  Vessels, 
and  that  they  are  poured  out  in  the  heavenly  Temple 
by  Angels  in  PriesUy  attire,  ministering  before  tlie 
Veil ;  and  that  they  contain  holyfire^  and  are  poured 
upon  a  spiritual  Empire,  a  corrupt  Church.  Thus 
we  see  that  the  Ministers  of  the  punishment,  and 
the  instruments  used,  and  the  place  in  which  they 
are  employed,  and  the  subject  of  the  punishment, 
are  all  in  harmony  with  each  other. 

So  much  for  the  general  meaning  of  these  Vials. 

What,  now,  is  the  special  signification  of  each  f 
They  are  poured  on  the  Elements  of  the  Kingdom 
of  the  Beast,  the  Eartli,  the  Sea,  the  Streams  and 
Wells,  the  Sun,  the  Throne,  the  Euphrates,  the  Air. 

This  Empire  being  spiritual,  these  symbols  must 
all  receive  a  spiritual  interpretation. 

*  Auctor  ap.  S.  Augustin.  Phialas  cum  odore  (Ov/ica/iarc) 
ferunt  Seniores  et  Animalia  quae  sunt  Ecclesia,  qui  et  septem 
Angeli.  Et  quod  sunt  odoramenta,  BvfiidfjLaraf  hoc,  Ira  Dei ;  et 
hoc,  Verbum  Dei.  Sed  et  haec  omnia  dant  bonis  Vitam,  malis 
inferunt  mortem,  ut  est  illud,  Jliia  odor  ViUe  in  VUam^  aliis  odor 
Mortis  in  Mortem.  (2  Cor.  ii.  16.)  Orationes  enim  (and,  we 
may  add,  Praedicationes)  sanctorum,  qui  est  Ignis  exiens  de  ore 
Testium  (and,  we  add,  quatuor  Angelorum)  Ira  sunt  Mundo 
et  Impiis  .  .  .  Onuies  iatas  Plages  spiriiales  sunt  et  in  anitnd  fiunt. 
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Secondly,  the  first  four  Vials  correspond  in  cha- 
racter to  the  first  four  Trumpets  *,  and  the  expla* 
nation  of  the  oue  leads  to  the  exposition  of  the 
other;  that  is,  the  judgments  denounced  upon  the 
mystical  Babylon,  in  the  Vials,  resemble  those  in- 
flicted, on  a  corrupt  World,  in  the  Trumpets. 

Bearing  these  things  in  mind,  let  us  observe — 

The  First  Plague  is  a  grievous  and  noisome  sore 
on  those  who  have  the  mark  of  the  Beast ;  some  great 
spiritual  disease  f  of  a  visible  kind. 

It  appears^  therefore,  to  describe  a  corrupt  Pro^ 
fession  of  Faith.  It  is  very  applicable  to  the  Creed  if, 
which  is  imposed  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  neces- 
sary to  salvation,  on  all  her  Clergy ;  and  which  con- 
tains Twelve  Articles,  either  unscriptural  or  anti- 
scriptural  :  so  that  it  may  indeed  be  said  of  those 
who  receive  the  mark  of  the  Beast^  and  worship  his 
image^  that  they  are  covered  with  wounds^  and  bruises^ 
and  putrifying  sores  J. 

The  Second  Vial  is  poured  on  the  Sea ;  and  it 
becomes  blood. 

This  is  explained  by  another  passage  in  the  Apo- 
calypse. The  Woman,  enthroned  on  the  Beast,  is 
said  to  sit  upon  many  waters  \\ ;  and  the  waters  which 

*  See  Rev.  viii.  7 — 12,  compared  with  xvi.  I — 9. 
f  Bede  ad  loc.  Spiritualiter  interibunt. — Haymo  ad  cap.  xvi. 
Hoc  vulnus  non  est  corporis  sed  mentis. 

X  Haymo  ad  loc.    Character  Bestice  Fides  ejus  intolligitur. 
§  Isa.  i.  6.  II  Rev.  xvii.  I. 
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thou  sawesU  we  read,  where  Hie  Harlot  sittethj  are 
peoples^  and  midtittcdes,  and  nations^  and  tongues  *. 

These  waters  are  now  described  as  a  Sea ;  and 
this  Vial  appears  to  portend  the  outpouring  of  divine 
judgments  on  those  Nations  which  communicate 
with  Rome,  and  are  corrupted  by  her  superstitions. 
It  foretels  that  they  will  be  agitated  by  the  winds 
and  waves  of  revolutionary  tumults,  and  be  deluged 
with  blood. 

The  Third  Vial  is  poured  on  Rivers  and  Foun^ 
tains;  and  they  become  blood. 

The  Rivers  and  Wells  of  Christendom  are  Holy 
Scripture  and  the  Sacraments;  which  are  designed 
by  God  to  give  life  and  health  and  refreshment  to 
man.  But  in  the  spiritual  Empire,  which  is  the 
subject  of  these  plagues,  these  waters  of  Salvation 
have  been  empoisoned  by  false  Expositions — such, 
for  example,  as  those  by  which  the  words  of  our 
Lord — Tu  es  Petrtcs-f^  &c.;  Pasce  oves  Meas  X^  &c.; 
Oravi  pro  te  J,  &c. — are  made  to  justify  the  Papal 
assumption  of  Infallibility,  and  of  spiritual  and 
secular  Supremacy.  And  by  the  enforcement  of 
the  Doctrine  of  Transubstantiation,  the  Holy  Sa- 
crament of  the  Lord's  Supper  has  been  abused  for 
idolatrous  worship,  and,  by  the  withdrawal  of  Christ's 
Blood  from  the  Lay  Communicant,  it  has  been  made 

*  Rev.  xvii.  15,     See  also  Jerem.  li.  36. 

f  Matth.  xvi.  18.  %  ^^^^^  *x^-  ^^' 

§  Luke  xxii.  32. 
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an  occasion  for  disobedience  to  Him  Who  insti- 
tuted it*. 

The  Fourth  Vial  is  poured  upon  the  Sun ;  and  it 
scorched  men  with  fire ;  and  they  blasphemed  God^ 
Who  has  the  power  over  these  plagues ;  and  they  did 
not  repent  or  give  Him  the  fflory. 

Here  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  corrup- 
tions of  Rome,  in  which  she  g]ories,  are,  in  truth, 
her  punishments. 

Of  Jezebel,  the  figure  of  a  corrupt  Church,  it  is 
said  by  Christ,  in  the  Apocalypse, — She  calleth  her- 
self a  Prophetess,  and  seduces  My  servants  to  commit 
fornication.  And  I  gave  her  space  to  repent,  and  she 
repented  not.  Behold,  J  will  cast  her  info  a  bed,  and 
them  tfiat  commit  adultery  with  her  into  great  tribu- 
lation f ;  that  is,  /  will  choose  her  delusions }:.  Her 
oum  wickedness  shall  correct  her,  and  her  backslidings 
shall  reprove  her§.  Her  sins  shall  be  her  punish- 
ment. 

So,  the  corruptions  of  Rome  are  indeed  works  of 
Satan,  but  they  are  also  scourges  in  God's  hand  for 
her  punishment.  He  has  power  over  these  plagues. 
Shall  there  be  evil  in  the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not 
done  it  \\f    I  fo^^m  the  light,  and  create  darkness ; 


*  See  other   examples  quoted   in   the  Autlior's  Letters   to 
M.  Gondon,  Letter  VL 

f  Rev.  ii.  20.  J  Isa.  Ixvi.  4. 

§  Jer.  ii.  19.  ll   Amos  iii.  6. 
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/  make  peace^  and  create  evU;  I  the  Lm^d  do  all  these 
things  *. 

Listen   to   the  words  of   God    by  the   Prophet 

Malachi  f :  Now^  O  ye  Priests^  this  commandment  is 

for  you     If  ye  will  not  hear^  to  give  glory  to  My 

namCy  I  will  even  send  a  curse  upon  you^  and  will 

curse  your  blessings ;  yea^  I  have  cursed  them  already. 

So  God  in  Scripture  represents  spiritual  famine  as 
sent  by  Himself.  Behold^  the  days  comcy  saith  the  Lord 
Gody  that  I  will  send  a  famine  in  the  land ;  not  a 
famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but  of  hearing 
the  words  of  the  Lord  J.  They  tempted  God  in  the 
desert,  and  He  sent  leanness  into  their  soul  §.  Because 
the  land  is  full  of  crime,  the  law  shall  perish  from  the 
Priest,  and  counsel  from  th-e  ancients  ||.  He  blinds 
the  eyes,  and  seals  up  the  ears,  of  the  ungodly, 
that  they  may  not  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  and  understand  with  their  hearts,  and  He 
should  heal  them  **.  He  maketh  the  diviners  mad  f  f . 
Christ  Himself,  the  Prince  of  Peace  It,  says,  I  came 
not  to  send  peace  on  earth,  but  a  sword  §§.  I  am  come 
to  send  fire  on  earth,  and  what  wiU  I  if  it  be  already 
kindled  WWi 

Therefore,  we  may  be  sure  that  what  is  true  of 

*  Isaiah  xlv.  7.  f  Mai.  ii.  1. 

X  Amos  viii.  11.  §  Psalm  cvi.  14,  15. 

II  Ezek.  vii.  23.  26.  **  Mattli.  xiii.  15. 

f  f  Isaiah  xliv.  25.  W  Isaiah  ix.  6. 

§§  Mattb.  X.  34.  ||||  Luke  xii.  49. 
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the  literal  Egypt  and  her  King  will  one  day  be  seen 
to  be  true  of  the  Spiritual  Egypt  and  her  Pharaohs. 
In  very  deed  for  this  cause  have  J  raised  thee  up,  for 
to  show  in  thee  My  power ;  and  that  My  name  may 
be  ea?alted  throughout  aU  the  earth  *, 

To  return:  The  Sun  of  the  Church  is  Christ 
Hence  the  faithful  Church  is  said,  in  the  Apocalypse, 
to  be  clothed  with  the  Sun  f .  And  Christ  has  His  face 
like  the  Sun  \.  As  the  natural  Sun  is  God's  glorious 
handy-work  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  world  f,  and 
is  designed  to  be  the  Source  of  light  and  heat  and 
health  and  joy  to  all,  so  Christ  is  the  Light  of  the 
World  ||.     He  is  the  Sun  of  Righteou^sness  **. 

It  was  given  to  the  Sun  to  scorch  men,  and  they 
blusphemed  God.  To  all  who  believe,  Christ  is  the 
fountain  of  grace :  but  to  all  who  disobey  Him,  He 
is  a  consuming  Jire -ff. 

Let  this  be  a  warning  to  all  the  inhabiters  of 
Egypt,  who  make  other  Mediators  besides  Christ ; 
who  adore  other  Beings  besides  Him ;  who  even 
place  their  own  Pharaoh  on  Christ's  Altar  ^l,  and 
who  adore  a  man  in  the  Temple  of  God.  Let 
them  take  heed  lest  Christ  Himself, — Who,  as  the 

*  Exod.  ix.  16.  Rom.  ix.  17. 

f  Rev.  xii.  1.  Hay  mo  ad  loc.  Sol  in  sacro  Eloquio  ali- 
quando  Christum  significat.  X  1^^^*  i«  16.  x.  1. 

§  Psalm  xix.  4.  ||  John  viii.  12. 

••  Mai.  iv.  2.  tt  Heb.  xii.  29,  and  Deut.  iv.  24. 

XX  See  above,  Lecture  XII.  p.  403,  and  Appendix  H. 
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aged  Simeon  declared,  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising 
again  of  many  in  Israel  * ;  and  as  Isaiah,  and  Zeclia- 
riah,  and  St.  Paul,  and  St.  Peter,  describe  Him,  is 
a  stone  of  stumbling  and  rock  of  offence  to  the  dis- 
obedient -f^ — should  be  to  them  an  occasion  of  woe, 
instead  of  weal ;  of  death,  instead  of  life :  yes,  lest 
t/w  Sun  of  Righteousness  should  scorch  them  with 
His  beams,  and  be  the  cause  to  them  of  everlasting 
burnings. 

The  Fifth  Angel  poured  his  Vial  upon  the  Throne 
of  the  Beast ;  and  his  kingdom  was  darkened^  and 
t/iey  gnawed  their  tongues  for  the  pain,  and  blasphemed 
God,  by  reason  of  their  pains  and  sores,  and  repented 
not  of  their  deeds  f. 

This  represents  a  state  of  perplexity,  panic, 
anguish,  and  despair,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  mys- 
tical empire.  Because  it  hath  despised  the  light, 
therefore  it  is  full  of  darkness.  In  the  words  of 
God, — Concerning  the  Prophets  which  make  My 
People  to  err,  that  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry  Peace, 
— therefore  Night  shall  be  upon  you,  that  ye  shall  not 
have  a  Vision  ;  and  the  Sun  shall  go  down  upon  the 
Prophets,  aiid  the  Day  shall  be  dark  over  them. 
Then  shall  the  seers  he  ashamed,  and  the  diviners  con- 
founded ;  yea,  they  shall  all  cover  their  lips,  for  there 


*  Luke  ii.  34. 

f  Isa.  viii.  14.  Zech.  xii.  3.  Rom.  ix.  32.   1  Pet.  ii.  7,  8. 

+  Rev.  xvi.  10,  11. 
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is  no  answer  from  God*  ;  and  all  faces  shali  gather 
blackness  f . 

The  Sixth  Angel  pours  Jiis  Vial  on  the  great  river 
Euphrates  ;  and  the  water  thereof  is  dried  up^  that 
the  WAY  of  the  Kings  of  the  East  may  be  prepared. 

The  Euphrates  reminds  us  that  the  Vision  con- 
ceras  the  Power,  which  is  the  mystical  Bahylon\^ 
as  well  as  the  mystical  Egypt. 

What  is  the  Euphrates  ?  how  are  Its  waters  dried  ? 

And  who  are  the  Kings  of  the  East  whose  way 
will  be  so  prepared  ? 

In  the  Apocalypse,  Babylon  is  not  the  literal  city, 
but  a  spiritual  Empire ;  and  Euphrates,  which  is  the 
river  of  Babylon,  is  to  be  understood  spiritually. 
We  may  not  imagine  here  any  physical  River  whose 
waters  will  be  dried  up,  nor  any  Earthly  Princes 
who  will  come  from  the  East  over  its  bed. 

The  glory  and  strength  of  the  literal  Babylon 
was  the  Euphrates ;  and  its  channel  was  laid  dry  by 
Cyrus,  and  so  Babylon  was  taken  J. 

♦  Micah  iii.  5—7.  f  Joel  ii.  6. 

X  Vitringa  Anacr.  p.  477.  Per  nomina  roystica  characteres 
hujus  civitatis  exhibentur.  Babylon  praecipue  dicitur  causa 
idololatricBi  quam  Roma  in  Europam  invexit ;  .  .  .  et  jEgyptus 
ob  tyrannidem  qua  saevit  in  populum  Dei  .  .  .  Sodoma  verd 
dicitur  causli  corruptionis  morum.     . 

§  Haymo  ad  cap.  ix.  Per  flumen  Euphratem,  in  quo  Angeli 
allegati  sunt,  potentia  Saecularis  intelligitur*  Euphrates  quippe 
fluvius  Babylonise  est.  Medi  et  Perace  hunc  diviserunt  fluvium, 
et  per  ejus  alveuni  ingressi  simt  Babyloniatn.  Quod  flunien 
sajpe  in  malam  partem  ponitur. 
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The  glory  and  strength  of  the  mystical  Babylon 
has  been  her  spiritual  and  secular  Supremacy*; 
which  have  blended  their  streams  in  a  swelling  and 
navigable  flood ;  by  which  her  ships  have  gone  forth 
like  those  of  a  Merchantrcity  f ,  and  riches  have 
flowed  into  her  bosom  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 

The  tide  of  this  proud  Euphrates,  which  has  long 
impeded  the  march  of  the  Kings  of  the  East,  ap- 
pears now  to  be  ebbing ;  and  the  time  will  come  at 
length  when  it  will  decline  lower  and  lower,  till  at 

*  The  celebrated  Peter  Olivi,  a  Franciscan  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  thus  writes : — Poiestas  Papce  et  multitudo  plebium  sibi 
obediens  et  favor  ipaius  est  quasi  magnus  fluvitta  Euphrates, 
impediens  transitum  (that  is,  the  passage  of  the  Kings  of  the 
East,)  et  insultum  semulorum  Evangelici  status  in  ipsum."  A 
very  striking  comment  for  that  age.     See  Appendix  D. 

f  The  Church  of  Rome  is  described  by  St.  John,  in  the  sub- 
lime language  of  ancient  Hebrew  poetry,  as  a  spiritual  Tyre, 
holding  commerce  with  all  nations.  Rev.  xviii. :  "  The  merchants 
of  these  things,  which  were  made  rich  by  her,  shall  stand  afar  off 
for  the  fear  of  her  torment,  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  saying, 
Alas,  alas,  that  great  city,  that  was  clothed  in  fine  linen,  and 
purple,  and  scarlet,  and  decked  with  gold,  and  precious  stones, 
and  pearls !  For  in  one  hour  so  great  riches  is  come  to  nought. 
And  every  shipmaster,  and  all  the  company  in  ships,  and  sailors, 
and  as  many  as  trade  by  sea,  stood  afar  off,  and  cried  when 
they  saw  the  smoke  of  her  burning,  saying,  What  city  is  like 
unto  this  great  city  !  And  they  cast  dust  on  their  heads,  and 
cried,  weeping  and  wailing,  saying,  Alas,  alas,  that  great  city, 
wherein  were  made  rich  all  that  had  ships  in  the  sea  by  reason 
of  her  costliness  !  foV  in  one  hour  is  she  made  desolate." 
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last  it  will  leave  a  dry  bed,  and  open  a  way  for  the 
Kings  of  the  East  to  pass  over. 

What,  now,  is  this  Way? 

In  Scripture  language,  ^UAe  Way''  is  the  Way  of 
God ;  the  Way  of  Salvation ;  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
Saul  desired  letters  from  the  High  Priest,  that  if  he 
found  any  of  the  Way  he  might  bring  them  bound 
to  Jerusalem ;  and  he  says,  /  persecuted  the  Way 
unto  the  death  *.  /  am  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wildemesSy  says  the  Baptist^  Prepare  ye  the  Way  of 
the  Lord  f.  This  Way  is  to  be  prepared.  Standi 
says  St.  Paul,  having  your  feet  shod  with  the  pre- 
paraiion  I  of  the  Gospel  of  Peace  §. 

In  order  that  this  Way  may  be  prepared  ||,  the 
great  river  Euphrates  will  be  dried  up. 

Thus  we  are  brought  to  contemplate  again  the  Vi- 
sion which  was  before  presented  to  us  under  the  Sixth 
Trumpet**,  or  Second  Woe,  where  the  heavenly 
Voice  exclaims,  Loose  the  Four  Angels  who  are 
bounds  or  imprisoned,  at  the  great  river^  the  river 
Euphrates  f  f .  And  the  Angels,  we  read,  were  loosed 

*  il  Mg.     Acts  ix.  2.  xix.  9.  23.  xxii.  4.  xxiv.  14.  22. 

f  Luke  iii.  4.  X  ^Toifiatri^, 

§  Eph.  vi«  15*  II  (va   Iroc/uaaOgf. 

**  This  IS  observed  by  Lightfoot,  (Harmony  ad  loc.)  who 
says,  "  The  drying  up  of  Euphrates  for  the  Kings  of  the  East, 
under  the  Sixth  Vial,  seems  to  speak  much  to  the  tenor  of  the 
Sixth  Trumpet,  the  loosing  of  the  Four  Angels  which  were 
bound  at  Euphrates.'* 

+t  Rev.  ix.  14. 

F  f 
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who  were  prepared  *  for  the  hour,  and  the  day,  and 
month,  and  year.  This  Vision  has  been  already 
interpreted  f  as  signifying  a  loosing  and  diffusion  of 
the  Gospel  ;  and  these  two  passages,  in  which  the 
Euphrates  is  mentioned,  illustrate  each  other. 

Who  now  are  the  Kings  of  the  East  ? 

We  are  not  to  imagine  here  any  earthly  Monarchs 
or  Emperors.  The  expression  is  figurative,  and  to  be 
understood  spiritually. 

The  words  rendered  Kings  from  tlie  East  are 
oi  /BaffiXcic  oi  airo  avaro\r\q  i\\iov :  that  is,  the  Kings 
from  the  rising  of  the  Sun  %. 

The  Sun  is  Christ.  The  dew  of  His  Birth  is  of 
the  womb  of  the  morning  §.  He  is  the  Sun  of  Right- 
eousness,  rising  with  healing  on  His  wings  ||.  He  is 
the  Day-spring  from  07i  high  **.  In  the  book  of  the 
Prophet  Zechariah,  God  says,  /  bring  My  servant, 
the  East -f-f;  and,  Behold  the  Man:  His  name  is  the 
East  l^.  In  the  Apocalypse  the  Church  is  clothed 
with  the  Sun  {$,  that  is^  with  Christ ;  and  the  Angel 
who  seals  the  elect  comes  from  the  rising  of  the 
iS'wwIIII;  and  Christ  says,  /  Jesu^  am  the  bright 
and  Morning  Star  *** ;    and,    To   him   that  over- 

*  firoifiatrfiivoi.  f  In  Lecture  VII.  p.  213  to  end. 

X  Rev.  xvi.  12.  §  Psalm  ex.  3. 

II  Mai.  iv.  2. 

••  Luke  i.  78,  'ANATOAH  cj  ^ovq. 

ff  'AvaroX^,  or  Sun-rising,  i.e.  Christ,  Zech.  iii.  8,  in  LXX. 

XX  'AvaroM,  Zech.  vi.  12,  in  LXX.  §§  Rev.  xii.  1. 

nil  Rev.  vii.  2.  ♦•♦  Rev.  xxii.  16. 
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Cometh^  I  mil  give  power  over  the  nations ;  and  he 
shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  and  I  wiU  give 
him  the  Morning  Star*.  Christ  is  the  Light  of 
the  World  f ;  and  He  promises  that  the  Righteous 
shaU  shine  as  the  Sun^  in  the  kingdom  of  His  Father  %. 
Further ;  in  the  book  of  Joshua,  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  his  entrance  and  that  of  the  Israelites  into 
Canaan,  it  is  said  that  Israel  passed  over  Jordan  on 
dry  land^  the  Lord  having  dried  up  the  water  of 
Jwdan  before  them§;  and  thence  crossing  the  dry 
bed  of  the  river  from  the  East,  they  marched,  and 
encamped  toward  the  rising  of  the  Sun  before 
Jericho  ||,  which  they  afterwards  took  and  destroyed. 

*  Rev.  ii.  27. — Bede,  Explan.  Apocalyps.  in  cap.  ii.  Et 
dabo  illi  stellam  maiutinam.']  Christus  est  stella  matutina ;  qui 
nocle  seculi  transacta  lucem  vitae  Sanctis  promittit  et  pandit 
aeternain. 

f  John  viii.  12.  J  Matth.  xiii.  43. 

§  Joshua  iv.  22,  23,  eirt  Iripdg  iiifiri  'Itrpa^X  rov  'lopMptiv 
rovTov,  &iro£i7pdvaiTOc  Kvpiov  rod  Qeov  fifi&y  to  v^wp  rov 
'lop^avov  Ik  tov  lyncpoaQ^v  aifrHv*  and  V.  1,  ani^parf,  Kvpioc  6 
6coc  TOV  *Iopidyfiv  iroTafior.  The  parallel  in  the  Apocalypse  is, 
xvi.  12,  6  exTOc  AyyiXog  e^\€E  Ttfy  (f^taXriy  avTOv  evi  roy  xoTafjioy 
roy  fiiyay  Ev^pa'riyv,  koI  e^i^pavOi;  to  vSup  avrov  tya  tToifiaudj 
il  6^oc  rwv  patriXiiify  TS»y  kico  Ai'aroXjJc  ijXiov. 

II  Joshua  iv.  19,  ffarcdrparoire^evffay  o\  vfoi  'I^pa^X  cv 
FaXyoXotc  icaro  \ikpfii  to  irpoc  'HAIOY  'ANAT0AA2  c/xo 
r^C  *\tpi\it.  Cp.  Joshua  i.  15,  iciptxv  tov  ^lopBdyov  eir*  'ANA- 
TOAON  'HAIOY.  '*  If  we  look  on  Joshua  when  Ruler  of  Israel," 
(says  Bp.  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  Art  II.)  "  there  is  scarce  an  action 
of  his  which  is  not  clearly  predictive  of  our  Saviour.** 
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Here,  doubtless,  is  a  figure  of  the  future  triumph  of 
the  Spiritual  Joshua,  and  of  His  victorious  host, 
marching  from  the  sunrvising^  over  the  river's  dry 
bed ;  and  here  we  see  a  strong  confirmation  of  our 
interpretation  of  the  passage  before  us:  and  the 
more  so,  because,  as  we  have  observed,  there  is  a 
striking  parallelism  between  the  history  of  the  &11 
of  Jericho,  as  described  in  the  book  of  Joshua,  and 
the  results  of  the  Trumpets  in  the  Apocalypse  *. 

And  now,  as  to  the  word  Kings — Kings  of  the 
East,  whose  Way  is  prepared. 

Christ,  as  we  see,  promises  to  give  the  Morning 
Star  to  His  faithful  followers.  He,  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness,  will  make  them  shine  as  the  Sun ; 
that  is.  He  will  make  them  partakers  of  His  own 
Glory.  So  Christ,  the  King  of  Kings,  makes  them 
co-heirs  of  His  Kingdom.  He  makes  them  Princes 
in  aU  lands  f .  Such  is  the  language  of  the  Apocar- 
lypse  :  To  Jesus  Christy  Who  is  the  Prince  of  the 
Kings  of  tti,3  Earth ;  unto  Him  that  loved  us^  and 
washed  tis  from  our  sins  in  His  own  bloody  and  hath 
made  us  Kings  and  Priests  unto  God  and  His  Father ; 
to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever  \. 
He  hath  made  them  unto  our  God  Kings  and  Priests^ 
and  they  shall  reign  on  the  Earth  §. 

Therefore,  the  Kings  from  the  East,  or  Sun-rising, 


•  Lecture  VII.  p.  202.  f  Psalm  xlv.  17. 

+  Rev.  i.  5.  §  Rev.  v.  10.    1  Pet.  ii.  9. 
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whose  Way  is  prepared^  are  the  faithful  soldiers  of 
Christ*.     Their  Kingdom  is  to  serve  Christ. 

It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  speak  of  the  future.  This, 
however,  we  may  affirm,  that  the  drying  up  of  the 
Euphrates^  that  is,  the  decline  of  Rome's  Supremacy, 
will  prepare  the  Way  for  a  new  and  glorious  mani- 
festation of  the  power  of  the  Gospel,  both  among 
Jews  f  and  Gentiles.  Thus  the  Way  will  be  pre- 
pared for  the  Kings  of  the  East. 

And  what  now  follows? 

When  the  river  is  dried  up,  and  a  road  thus 
opened  for  the  Gospel,  we  behold  a  new  form  of 
infernal  agency. 

I  saw  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dragon^  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Beasts  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  False 
Prophety  three  unclean  spirits,  like  unto  Frogs  ;  and 
they  are  spirits  of  devils^  working  miracles^  and  go 
forth  to  gather  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  and  the  World 

*  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Ah  ortu  Solis,  i.  e.  Ipsius  qui  est  Sol  Jus- 
tidae,  Malachi  iv.  2. — Auctor  Anon.  ap.  S.  Aug.  Ut  praeparetur 
via  eorum,  scil.  qui  9unt  ab  ortu  SoliSf  id  est,  Christo. — Bede 
ad  cap.  xvi.  Sancti,  Reges  sunt  quibus,  Euphrate  siccato,  via 
panditur  Orientis. — Haymo  ad  loc.  Reges,  sancti  intelliguntur :  ut 
autem  his  regibus  praeparetur  via,  prius  siccatur  aqua  Euphratis, 
quia,  nisi  nequitia  malorum  fuerit  consummata,  nequaquam  ad 
judicandum  apparebunt.  In  ali&  translatione  habetur,  ut  prae- 
paretur via  venienti  Regi  ab  ortu  Solis,  Christo  scilicet,  de  quo 
Propbeta  (Zech.  vi.  12)  dicit,  Eece  Vir,  Obiens  nomen  Ejus, — 
Aquinas  in  loc.  Ut  praeparetur  via  Regibus,  id  est,  fidelibus 
Christianis,  qui  in  Reges  inuncti  sunt  in  baptisrao ;  omnes  in 
regnum  Dei  et  sacerdotium  ungimur  gratia  spiritali. 

\  Some  of  the  grounds  of  this  opinion  are  stated  in  *'  Lec- 
tures on  tlie  Canon,"  Lect.  iv.  p.  109 — 114. 
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to  the  Battle  of  that  Great  Day ;  and  they  gather 
them  to  the  place  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongiie  Arma- 
geddon *. 

Here  we  are  reminded,  again,  of  the  plagues  of 
Egypt. 

Aaron  stretched  his  hand  over  the  waters  of  Egypt, 
and  Frogs  came  up  and  covered  the  land\.  The 
land  brotight  forth  Frogs ;  yea,  even  in  iheir  kings* 
chambers  %. 

Doubtless  this  figure  of  the  Frogs  in  the  Apo- 
calypse has  a  spiritual  meaning.  It  describes  men 
of  grovelling  minds,  impure  spirits  $,  who  will  come 
forth  in  the  dim  twilight  and  sad  eventide  of  the 
World  II , — unclean  spirits  **,  who  dwell,  as  it  were, 
in  the  slime  and  quagmires  of  sordid  cogitations, 
strangers  to  the  clear  light  and  fresh  streams  of 
divine  Truth ;  loving  the  slough  of  debasing  lusts 
and  the  misty  glimmerings  of  false  Philosophy  and 
worldly  Policy,  and  yet  puffed  up  with  pride,  and 
speaking  swelling  words,  and  making  the  world  to 
ring  with  their  harsh  discord.     Such  are  they,  who 

*  Rev.  xvi.  13—15.        f  Exod.  viii.  7.        J  Psalm  cv.  30. 

{  Bede  ad  loc.  Hi  spiritus  ranis  dmilantur,  animantibus  loco, 
visu,  molestoque  strepitu  horrentibus,  quas  quum  aquarum  in- 
colee  videantur,  in  cceno  et  luto  volutantur. 

II  Primasius  ad  loc.  Istis  Pseudo-prophetis  ranarum  more  tan- 
quam  animantibus  coaxantibus  nocte  erroris  latratu  convenit 
perstrepere. 

**  Rev.  xvi.  13,  vytvfiara  aKaSapTaf  iic  tov  trrofAoroQ  tov 
IpoKovTOQ^  K,  L  r.  a,  TOV  OripioVf  K,  e.  r.  tr.  tov  "^evSoirpo^ifTOV. 
— Cf.  Zech.  xiii.  2,  iy  rp  ^/J^ip^  iicelrji  iioXodpevaut  rove  ^€w&)- 
irpo^^racy  kqc  to  Tvcv/ia  to  iiKaBapTov  e{ap<J  awo  r^c  yifc* 
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talk  loudly  of  Liberty,  and  do  not  mean  thereby  the 
perfect  freedom  of  serving  God^  but  the  slavish 
license  of  gratifying  their  own  lusts.  Such  are  they, 
who  do  not  see  in  God  the  only  source  of  power,  and 
do  not  deduce  the  right  to  rule  and  the  duty  to  obey 
from  Him,  but  make  the  will  of  Man  the  origin 
of  Authority  and  the  measure  of  Obedience.  Such 
are  they,  who  do  not  acknowledge  that  the  Glory  of 
the  Most  High,  and  the  Eternal  happiness  of  men, 
are  the  true  ends,  and  right  reasons,  and  immutable 
laws  of  all  Government^  secular  and  spiritual ;  but 
limit  its  aims  to  earth,  and  degrade  it  into  an  abject 
slave  of  human  appetites.  Such  are  they,  who  do 
not  receive  the  doctrines  of  Religion  as  God  has 
been  pleased  to  reveal  them,  but  would  make  them- 
selves the  standards  and  oracles  of  Truth,  and  would 
make  Truth  to  vary  with  their  own  proud  and  fickle 
caprices.  In  a  word,  such  are  they,  who  do  not 
raise  their  eyes  upward  to  the  sun  and  stars  of  God's 
Power,  Providence,  and  Wisdom,  set  in  the  clear 
vault  of  His  glorious  firmament,  but  look  downward 
to  themselves,  and  judge  of  the  things  of  heaven 
as  they  are  reflected  in  the  watery  mirror  of  the 
low  pools  and  miry  marshes  of  their  own  minds. 

These  unclean  spirits,  it  is  said,  work  miracles. 

We  are,  therefore,  to  be  prepared  to  hear  of 
strange  Apparitions.  The  Emissaries  of  whom  St. 
John  speaks  will  be  permitted  to  show  signs  and 
wonders^  with  aU  power^  after  the  working  of  Satan*  \ 
as  the  Magicians  of  Egypt  were  with  their  enchant- 

•  Matth.  xxiv.  24.     2  Thess.  ii.  9. 
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ments*;  so  as  to  deceive,  if  it  were  possible,  the 
very  Elect  f . 

Further :  These  spirits^  it  is  added,  go  forth  unto 
the  Kings  of  the  Earthy  and  of  the  whole  worlds  to 
gather  them  to  the  battle. 

Are  we  then  to  imagine  here  a  confederacy  of 
Sovereign  Princes  against  God  ? 

No :  not  of  Princes^  as  such.  The  words  Kings 
of  the  Earth  are  opposed  to  Kings  of  the  East;  and 
Kings  of  the  East  are  they  to  whom  Christ  has 
appointed  a  Kingdom  X ,  ihe  Kingdom  of  Gody  the 
Kingdom  of  heaven  §.  They  are  the  Children  of  light. 
But  Kings  of  the  Earth  are  all  they  who  have  no  share 
in  the  Kingdom  of  heaven.  They  are  the  children  of 
this  world  \\ :  aUy  that  is,  whether  Princes  or  People, 
who  do  not  promote  the  Kingdom  of  Christ^ 

Such,  then,  is  the  Plague  which  St  John  an- 
nounces to  the  World  in  the  Sixth  Vial.  He  re- 
presents it  as  issuing  forth  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Dragon^  aTid  of  the  Beast^  and  of  the  False  Prophet  ff . 

Thus  he  foretels  an  alliance  of  Infidel,  Demo- 
cratical,  and  Papal  Powers.  He  portends  that  some 
Roman  Preachers  j:t,   Ministers   of  the  False  Pro- 

*  Exod.  vii.  11.  22. 

t  Matth.  xxiv.  24.     Mark  xiii.  22.  J  Luke  xxii.  29. 

§  Matth.  iii.  2.  v.  3.  vi.  33.  xii.  28,  et  passim, 

II  Luke  xvi.  8. 

**  Bede  ad  loc.  Sicut  saficH  sunt  Reges  quibus,  Euphrate  sic« 
cato,  via  panditur  Orientis,  ita  etiam  pravi  dicuntur  Reges  terrce, 

'\'\  Primasius  ad  lor.  Draco  Diabolus,  Bestia  Antichristus,  cum 
suorum  doctoribus  dogmatum. 

XX  ^  striking  specimen  of  this  combination  will  be  seen  in  the 
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pheti  will  advocate  the  doctrines  of  political  licen- 
tiousness, and  endeavour  to  flatter  the  multitude  with 
seducing  words ;  that  they  will  countenance  them  in 
rebellion,  against  lawful  authority,  human  and  divine, 
as  the  Egyptian  Magicians  encouraged  Pharaoh  and 
his  people  in  their  resistance  to  God ;  that  they  will 
extol  crimes  which  the  Gospel  condemns ;  that 
they  will  eulogize  Insurrection,  and  invoke  bene- 
dictions on  Rebellion,  and  be  Hierarchs  of  Revo- 
lution. 

An  important  observation  arises  here. 

The  History  of  the  Egyptian  Plagues  narrates 
that  Aaron's  rod  was  changed  into  a  Serpent :  so 
were  those  of  the  Egyptian  Magicians.  Then  Aaron 
turned  the  water  into  blood :  so  did  the  Magicians. 
Then  Aaron  brought  up  Frogs :  so  did  the  Magi- 
cians. But  with  the  Frogs  their  power  ceased. 
Aaron's  rod  smote  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  it 
became  lice.  The  Magicians  attempted  to  do  the 
same,  but  could  not ;  and  they  exclaimed*,  This  is  the 
finger  of  God ! 

The  Plague  of  the  Frogs,  then,  was  the  fined 
effort  of  the  False  Prophets  of  Pharaoh  f . 

circumstances  mentioned  in  the  "Sequel"  to  the  Author's  Let- 
ters on  the  Church  of  Rome,  p.  162,  163,  and  p.  295 — 299, 
Second  Edition. 

•  Exod.  viii. 

f  Lightfoot,  Harmony,  ad  loc.  "  The  frogs  are  named  between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  vial,  because  of  the  judgment  now  coming ; 
though  the  acting  of  the  delusion  by  miracles  were  all  the  time 
of  the  Beast  and  False  Prophet :  yet  as  he  is  here  speaking  of 
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We  must  speak  with  caution  of  the  future.  Pro- 
bably the  like  will  be  the  case  with  the  mystical 
Egypt.  The  Dragou,  the  Beast,  aud  the  False 
Prophet  will  send  forth  their  plague  of  the  Frogs ; 
and  it  may  be  that  this  will  be  their  last  struggle, — 
a  fierce  one,  doubtless,  it  will  be, — ^perhaps  an  omen 
of  their  extinction*. 

St.  Paul  appears  to  intimate  this.  This  f  know, 
that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times  shall  come.  For 
men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  oumselves,  covetous,  boasts 
ersy  proud,  blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents,  un- 
thankful, unholy,  without  natural  affection,  truce-- 
breakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  despisers 
of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  highminded, 
lovers  of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  God ;  having  a 
form  of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof: 
from  such  turn  away. 

Here  the  Apostle  describes  a  league  of  corrupt 
Religion  with  Lawlessness,  Blasphemy,  and  Infidelity. 

the  last  judgments  of  Antichrist,  they  are  all  summed  together. 
He  is  called  the  False  Prophet,  as  being  the  great  deluder  of  all. 
The  fruit  of  all  these  delusions  is  to  set  men  to  fight  against 
God." 

*  Haymo  ad  loc.  Fecit  Moses  ascendere  ranas,  quod  et 
^gyptii  malefici  facere  suis  magicis  artibus  permissi  sunt.  Ubi 
verd  terrae  pulvere  virg4  percusso  cyniphes  processerunt,  incan- 
tationes  evanuerunU  Unde  et  superati  dixerunt,  Digitus  Dei  est 
hic.  Ita  et  isti  ad  signum  ranarum  pervenient,  ibique  deficient : 
et  insipientia  eorum  so.  damnati  Hominis  et  Pseudopropheta- 
rum  manifesta  erit,  unde  et  Apostolus  dicit,  Quemadmodum  Jannes 
et  Jambres  restiterunt  Moysi,  &c.   (2  Tim.  iii.  8.) 

t  2  Tim.  iii.  1. 
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He  then  compares  ite  acts  with  those  of  the  Magi- 
cians of  Egypt  As  Jannes  and  Jamhres  withstood 
MoseSy  so  do  these  also  resist  the  truth :  men  of  cor- 
rupt mindsy  reprobate  concerning  the  faith. 

Next  he  announces  their  defeat.  But  they  shall 
proceed  no  further :  for  their  folly  shall  be  manifest 
unto  all  meny  as  their' s  also  was. 

These  emissaries  thus  leagued  together  will  en- 
deavour to  enlist  the  World  in  a  wild  and  fiendish 
campaign  against  true  Religion.  They  will  draw  out 
their  forces  in  terrible  array;  and  while  Christ  is 
marshalling  His  royal  legions  from  the  bright  day- 
spring  under  His  heavenly  banner^  they  will  come 
forth  from  the  realms  of  darkness,  and  muster  their 
forces  for  the  conflict. 

The  scene  of  this  great  encounter  is  called  Arma- 
geddon. 

The  mention  of  Armaoeddon,  in  this  place,  is  an 
anticipation.  Preparations  for  the  conflict  are  made 
under  this,  the  sixth.  Vial ;  but  the  conflict  itself 
is  not  decided  till  the  Seventh  *. 

The  Seventh  Vial  is  now  poured  forth  into  the 
Air — ^the  domain  of  Satan,  the  Prince  of  the  power 
of  the  Airf — ^and  a  voice  is  heard  from  the  Sanc- 
tuary, It  is  done ;  and  Babylon  fells :  and  there  is  a 
great  Earthquake,  and  a  storm  of  Hail ;  and  the  great 
city  is  divided  into  three  parts. 

♦  See  xvi.  19,  describing  the  Seventh  Vial,  when  Babylon 
falls;  and  then  see  xix.  2,  3 — 19,  where  the  issue  of  the  conflict 
—after  that  fall — is  described. 

t  Eph.  ii.  2.  vi.  12. 
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Still  men  do  not  repent,  but  blaspheme  God. 

Thus  we  find  ourselves,  again,  at  the  period  of  the 
Sixth  Seal  when  the  great  EarthqvuJce  shakes  the 
World,  and  at  the  Sixth  Trumpet,  or  Second  Woe  *. 

The  fall  of  Babylon  is  then  described.  The  de- 
scription is  very  full  and  clear  f.  Its  destruction 
will  be  very  sudden  and  unexpected  j::  it  will  be 
effected  by  some  powers  who  were  once  subservient 
to  her  \ :  it  will  be  complete  || :  and,  what  is  very 
strange,  some  of  those  powers,  who  will  be  instru- 
ments in  God's  hand  for  destroying  her,  will  after- 
wards weep  over  her  **. 

A  caution  is  required  here. 

We  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  fall  of  Rome  will 
be  the  extinction  of  Romanism.  Babylon  falls ;  but 
the  Beast  and  False  Prophet  still  survive  ff . 

It  is  indeed  said  that  the  great  city^  that  is,  the 
mystical  Babylon,  will  he  divided  into  three  parts  W » 
and,  God  be  thanked !  we  are  thence  permitted  to 
cherish  the  delightful  hope,  that  many  will  hear 
the  heavenly  warning.  Come  out  of  her^  and  he 
not  partakers  of  her  sins^  and  will  so  escape  her 
pkigues  ^^. 

No  greater  blessing  can  be  imagined  for  us  than 
that  we  should  be  in  any  degree  instrumental  in  res- 

•  Rev.  vi.  12—17.  ix.  13—24.     Cp.  xi.  11—14. 

•f-  Rev.  xvii.  xviii.  xix.  J  Rev.  xviii.  8. 

§   Rev.  xvii.  16.  xviii.  19.  |1  Rev.  xviii.  1—3.  21. 

••  Rev.  xviii.  9,  10. 

tt  Rev.  xix.  1,  2,  coinpared  with  Rev.  xix.  19.  21. 

XX  Rev.  xvi.  19.  §§  Rev.  xviii.  4. 
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cuing  some  from  the  fire.  Brethren^  if  any  do  err 
from  the  truth,  and  one  convert  him :  let  him  know, 
that  he  which  converteth  the  sinner  from  the  error  of 
his  way  shaU  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall  hide  a 
multitude  of  sins  *. 

Many,  alas!  however,  of  the  promoters  and  ad- 
herents of  Romanism  will  see  the  awful  doom  of 
Rome,  and  will  not  be  warned  by  it.  Their  hearts, 
like  Pharaoh's,  will  be  hardened  by  God's  judgments ; 
they  will  go  on  in  their  in&tuated  career.  Many, 
also,  of  the  Powers  of  Earth  will  be  leagued  with 
the  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet  against  Christ  f , 
and  will  march  on  in  a  frantic  career  to  the  great 
conflict  of  Armageddon  I. 

The  circumstances  of  this  dread  encounter  can 
only  be  pourtrayed  in  the  language  of  St.  John  him- 
self. 

First,  the  preparation  for  it  is  described :  /  saw 
three  unclean  spirits  like  frogs  come  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beast,  and 
out  of  tJhe  mouth  of  the  false  prophet  For  they  are 
the  spirits  of  devils,  working  miracles,  which  go  forth 
unto  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world,  to 
gather  them  to  the  baiUe  of  that  great  day  of  God 
Almighty.  And  they  gathered  them  together  into  a 
place  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Armageddon  §. 
These  shall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb 
shall  overcome  them :  for  He  is  Lord  op  lords,  and 

♦  James  v.  19.  f  Rev.  xvii.  14. 

X  Rev.  xvi.  14.  xix.  19.  §  Rev.  xvi.  13,  14.  16. 
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King  of  kinos  :  and  they  that  are  with  Him  are 
called^  and  chosen^  and  faithful*. 

This  is  the  general  description.  It  is  repeated 
more  fully  as  follows :  /  saw  heaven  opened^  and 
behold  a  white  horse ;  and  He  that  sat  upon  him  was 
called  Faiikfvl  and  True^  and  in  righteousness  He 
doth  judge  and  make  war.  His  eyes  were  as  a  flame 
offire^  and  on  His  head  were  many  crowns ;  and  He 
had  a  name  written^  that  no  man  knew,  but  He  Him- 
self. And  He  was  clothed  unth  a  vesture  dipped  in 
blood :  and  His  name  is  called  The  Word  of  God. 
And  the  armies  which  were  in  heaven  followed  Him 
upon  white  horses,  clothed  in  fine  linen^  white  and 
clean.  And  out  of  His  mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword, 
that  with  it  He  should  smite  the  nations :  and  He 
shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron :  and  He  treadeth 
the  winepress  of  the  fercensss  and  toraih  of  Almighty 
God.  And  He  hath  on  His  vesture  and  on  His 
thigh  a  name  written.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  op 
LORDS.  And  I  saw  an  angel  standing  in  the  sun; 
and  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying  to  all  the  fowls 
that  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven.  Come  and  gather  your- 
selves together  unto  the  greai  supper  of  God ;  that  ye 
may  eat  the  flesh  of  kings,  and  the  flesh  of  captains, 
and  the  flesh  of  mighty  men,  and  the  flesh  of  horses, 
and  of  them  that  sit  on  them,  and  the  flesh  ofaU  men^ 
free  and  bond,  both  smaU  and  great  f . 

Then  the  issue  of  the  conflict  is  announced:  / 
saw  the  Beast,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  their 

*  Rev.  xvii.  14.  f  Rev.  xix.  11—18. 
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armies^  gathered  together  to  make  war  against  Him 
that  sat  on  the  horse^  and  against  His  army.  And 
the  Beast  was  taken,  and  his  aUy  the  False  Prophet 
that  wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which  he  de^ 
ceived  them  that  had  received  the  mark  of  the  Beast, 
and  them  that  worshipped  his  image.  These  both 
were  cast  alive  into  the  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brim- 
stone.  And  the  remnant  were  slain  with  ihe  sword  of 
Him  that  sat  upon  the  horse,  which  sword  proceedeth 
out  of  His  mouth :  and  all  the  fowls  were  filled  tvith 
their  flesh*. 

Such  is  the  great  conflict  of  Armageddon. 

Here  it  will  be  enquired,  What  is  meant  by  Armor 
geddon f 

The  word  Har\  signifies  a  Mountain;  and  it  has 
been  rightly  affirmed  that  Armageddon  is  a  word 
formed  by  St.  John  to  signify  a  defeat  and  slaughter, 
such  as  that  of  the  Kings  of  Canaan  at  Megiddo,  in 
the  region  of  Galilee  if,  wrought  by  a  miraculous 
interposition  of  Almighty  God,  discomfiting  the  vast 
and  terrible  army  of  Sisera  and  his  confederate 
Princes. 

The  Kings  came  and  fought,  then  fought  the  Kings 
of  Canaan  in  Taanach  by  the  waters  of  Megiddo. 
They  (the  armies  of  God)  fought  from  heaven ;  the 
stars  in  their  courses  fought  against  Sisera  §. 

The  Holy  Spirit,  by  the  mouth  of  David,  specially 

♦  Rev.  xix.  19—21.  t  "^H. 

X  It  belonged  to  Manasseh.      See  the  authorities  in  Raumer, 
Palestina,  p.  105.  §  Judges  v.  19,  20. 
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speaks  of  these  Kings  as  types  of  God's  foes,  in  their 
sin  and  doom.  Do  Thou  to  them  as  unto  theMadian-' 
ites;  unto  SiserOy  and  unto  JaMn^  at  the  brook  ofKison; 
who  perished  at  Endor^  and  became  as  the  dung  of  the 
earth  *. 

These  Kings  had  oppressed  Israel,  and  were  routed 
by  the  army  of  God  at  Megiddo ;  and  in  h'ke  manner, 
earthly  powers  will  rise  against  Christ  and  His  Church, 
and  be  defeated  in  a  marvellous  manner,  in  a  great 
encounter,  which  is  called  by  St.  John,  Armageddon. 

It  must  also  be  observed,  that  King  Josiah  was  de- 
feated and  mortally  wounded  stMegiddof;  and  though 
Josiah  was  a  pious  King,  yet  it  must  be  remembered 
that,  when  at  Megiddo,  he  was  disobeying  a  divine 
command,  given  him  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  t-  He 
was  endeavouring  to  repel  Pharaoh-Necho,  who  was 
marching  towards  the  river  Euphrates,  to  besiege 
Babylon ;  and  so  Josiah,  the  King  of  Jerusalem,  was 
acting  as  an  ally  of  the  King  of  Babylon  §. 

Thus  Megiddo,  or  Mageddo,  was  a  name,  made 
ready  for  St.  John,  to  express  a  sudden  and  myste- 
rious defeat  and  slaughter  of  God's  foes,  and  of  the 
allies  of  Babylon. 

This  explanation  is  satisfactory,  as  far  as  it  goes ; 
and  it  must  be  carried  further. 

St.  John,  in  the  Apocalypse,  expresses  ideas  by 
Hebrew  terms,  understood  literally. 

♦  Psalm  Ixxxiii.  9.  f  2  Chron.  xxxv.  20. 

X  1  Esdras  i.  25 — 32,  where  the  LXX  has  MuyiSduf,  Mageddon. 
§  A  warning,  be  it  observed,  to  England,  not  to  be  leagued 
with  Rome. 
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Thus,  for  example,  the  word  Jew  is  always  used 
in  the  Apocalypse  in  a  spiritual  sense,  founded  on 
its  etymology,  which  indicates  one  who  confesses 
and  praises*  God — a  true  Christian. 

Another  reference  to  Hebrew  etymology  is  found 
in  the  word  Abaddon  fy  formed  by  St.  John  to  de- 
scribe the  Angel  of  the  bottomless  pit;  and  derived 
from  a  Hebrew  terra,  signifying  perdition. 

Another  Hebrew  Term  is  Hallelujah  t.  Praise  ye 
the  Lordy  used  four  times  in  the  Apocalypse  $. 

Observe,  also,  St.  John  here  specially  calls  our 
attention  to  the  Hebrew  etymology,  by  saying  that 
the  place  h  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Armageddon. 

Armageddon  is  formed  of  two  Hebrew  words;  the 
one  signifying  a  Mountain  ||,  the  other,  a  cutting  to 
pieces**;  and  thus  it  means  the  Mountain  of  ea^ci-- 
sion^  or  of  slaughter  ff. 

*  Rev.  ii.  9.   iii.  9.     JThn.  cotifessus  est,  laudavit.    Cp.  Gen. 

xlix.  8,  and  Vitring.  Anacr.  p.  79.  137.  304.  454. 

t  t^'^^,'    So  also  the  word  Nicolaitan,  (Rev.  ii.  6.  14,  15.) 

from  viic6\cu)C9  {viicdy  toy  Xaov,)  appears  to  be  derived  not  from 
Nicolas,  a  proper  name,  but  from  the  Hebrew  Balaam,  Bileam, 
DIT'Zlt  from   DJf  ^2^  (penittu  absorpsit,  perdidit,  populum^) 

and  to  mean  a  follower  in  the  way  of  Balaam^  the  Son  of  Bozor, 
who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteousness.  (2  Pet.  ii.  15.  Jude  11. 
Numb.  xxxi.  16.)  See  Eichhom  in  Apoc.  i.  p.  74,  and  Rosen- 
muUer,  Rev.  ii.  6. 

t  rrn!?^rt.  §  Rev.  xix.  i.  a,  4.  s.  ||  -vt. 

♦♦  From  TIU,  exscidit.     See  Vitring.  p.  731. 

f  f  Lightfoot  and  Vitringa,  who  were  the  first  of  modern  Inter- 
preters that  called  attention  to  this  etymology,  do  not  seem  to  have 
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When  the  Prophet  Zechariah  is  speaking  of  the 
destruction  ofaU  nations  that  come  against  the  City 
of  Gody  he  says  that  there  will  be  a  great  mourning 
in  the  valley  of  MegiM(m*\  and  Megiddon  is  there 
translated  by  the  Septuagint  Interpreters,  cut  up^  or 
destroyed  f. 

The  word  Armageddon,  then,  signifies  a  place  of 
slaughter  I ;  and  it  connects  the  judgments  predicted 
in  the  Apocalypse  with  those  foretold  by  the  Hebrew 
Prophets. 

If  we  refer  to  the  third  chapter  of  the  Prophet 
Joel,  from  the  ninth  verse  to  the  end,  we  there  see 
a  sublime  description  of  the  gathering  together  of 
the  foes  of  Christ,  and  of  their  final  overthrow. 

Mtdtitudes!  Mtdtiiudes!  exclaims  the  Prophet^ 
in  the  valley  of  decision. 

The  word  here  rendered  decision  is  one  which 
signifies    threshing,    bruising,    cutting,    and    crush- 

been  aware  that  they  had  been  anticipated  by  Andreas  and  Are- 
thas  ad  loc.  (and  in  the  Ancient  Greek  Catena,  Cramer,  p.  420.) 
and  also  by  (Ecumenius,  ibid.  p.  552,  who  deserve  to  be  cited. 
Catena  Cramer,  p.  420.  xvi.  16,  roiroi^  toy  KoKoufieroy  'Efipaiarl 
^Epfiayeiwy  rowov  vvp  tov  xaipov  itKovoriov*  Tf  Katpf  rolwv 
TovTf  oi  diro  iroyrfpwv  vyevfAariay  airarfidiyrec  KaraXajJifiaydfuyoi 
Ttv^oyrai  B la kottjc  tovto  yap  *EpfAay€Bity  ii  'E/ipdiKij  Xi^c  eic 
rriy  'EWa^a  ^laXticroy  BuiiropOfitvofAiyri  yoeiy  iropexe**— (Ecu- 
roenius,  ibid.  p.  552,  to  'Ap/iayc^^v  iiaKoiril  rj  ^laKoicTOfiiyri 
kpfifiyevirai,  em  yap  ra  Idy^  avyay6fitya  iKKOirTttrdai  yotiy 
cLKSXovSoy,  *  Zech.  xii.  9. 

*t*  LXX.  Zech.  xii.  11,  fiowyo^  ey  irgBif  iKKOjrrofiiyov, 
X  Lightfoot,  Harmony  N.  T.  on  Rev.  xvi.  "  The  word  Arma- 
geddon signifies  a  Mountain  of  men  cut  to  pieces  " 
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ing*\  and  the  words  rendered  vaUey  of  decision  are 
translated  by  the  Septuagint,  vaUetf  of  Judgment  \, 

It  is  observable,  also,  that  God  says  by  the  Pro- 
phet Joel,  in  the  same  place,  that  He  will  gather  all 
nations,  and  bring  them  dovm  into  the  valley  ofJehosh- 
aphat  X'  And  again ;  Let  the  heathen  come  up  to  the 
Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  for  there  will  I  sit  to  judge 
all  the  heathen  round  about  §. 

In  the  word  Jehoshaphat  there  is  an  historical 
reference  to  a  signal  and  miraculous  slaughter  of 
God's  enemies  in  King  Jehoshaphat's  reign  || ;  just 
as  in  the  word  Megiddo  there  is  an  historical  refer- 
ence of  the  same  kind. 

And,  in  both  cases,  there  is  something  more. 

Megiddo  means  destruction ;  and  Jehoshaphat  Big- 
ui&es  judgment  of  God. 

All  nations  cannot  be  gathered  together  to  one 
valley,  or  to  one  mountain,  on  earth. 

Hence  it  is  rightly  concluded,  that  the  Valley  of 
Jehoshaphat  here  mentioned  is  a  general  term  for 
a  signal  ea^ecution  of  God! s  Judgment*^  on  all  His 
enemies  throughout  the  world  f  f . 

♦  Joel  ill.  14.  Ylim  pDJJIl.  The  yyiC]  was  a  threshing  in- 
strument, formed  with  revolving  cylinders,  armed  with  sharp 
pieces  of  iroo.     See  Jahn  Archs&ol.  Bibl.  §  64. 

f  LXX.  roiXac  ^Uhq.    Theodotion,  Kpltrewc* 

X  Joel  iii.  2.  §  Joel  iii.  12.  ||  2  Chron.  xx.  1—26. 

♦•  See  R.  David  Kimchi  in  loc.  Norainatur  valUs  Josaphat 
de  nomine  judicH :  sic  quoque  expressit  Jonathan.  In  vallem 
decisionis  judicii. 

f  f  Mercerus  ad  Joel  iii.  1 9.  Aperte  hie  indicat  non  certo  loco 
Gg2 
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In  a  word,  the  gathering  together  of  the  nations 
to  the  VaUey  of  Jehoshaphai,  is  the  same  as  the 
gathering  together  to  Armageddon. 

The  parallelism  between  the  prophecies  of  Joel 
and  St.  John  is  remarkable  in  other  respects. 

esse  conclusam  hanc  Vallem  Josaphat,  sed  esse  earn  ubicunque 
DomiDus  de  impiis  Ecclesise  persecutoribus  poenas  sumit,  et  eos 
concidit. — Pococke's  Works,  ed.  Lond.  1740,  Commentary  on 
Joel,  p.  337.  "  Coming  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  the  most 
high  God,  may  well  be  stiled  a  coming  up,  whereyer  it  be.  The 
place  whither  they  are  here  summoned  is  called  the  valley  of  /e- 
hoshaphat ;  as  likewise  above,  ver.  2"  where,  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  "  God  in  his  appointed  time  (p.  321)  will,  in  the  sight  and 
presence  of  his  Church,  execute  openly  judgment  on  their  ene- 
mies, according  to  whom,  in  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  is  all 
one  as  in  conspectu  Ecclesice.  As  Munster  speaks,  oh  exertum 
Dei  judicium  (contra  Ammonitas  et  Moabitas)  in  eo  loco,  in 
generale  evasit  vocabulum,  in  allusion  to  that  judgment  in  that 
place  wrought  on  the  Ammonites,  Moabites,  and  others,  (2  Chron. 
XX.)  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  King  Jehoshaphat ;  the  name 
therefore  given  importing  the  judgment  of  God  passed  into  a 
general  name,  common  to  any  place  where  He  should  in  like 
manner  show  his  power  in  vindicating  his  Church  and  people,  on 
His  and  their  enemies,  by  minding  them  of  what  He  then  did, 
giving  them  assurance  that  He  both  could  and  would  still  do  the 
like  for  them,  as  occasion  should  require.  It  is  therefore  applied 
to  the  place  and  time,  where  and  when  God  hath  executed,  or 
shall  execute,  any  signal  judgment  on  the  enemies  of  his  Church 
in  their  sight,  or  for  their  sakes. 

The  MS.  Arabic  Version,  done  by  a  Jew,  notes  that  this 
Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  had  several  names:  viz. — 1.  The  VaUey 
of  Decision.  2.  The  VaUey  of  Rephaim,  or  Giants,  3.  The 
King's  Dale,  (Gen.  xiv.  17.)  4.  The  Valley  of  Slaughter,  5. 
The  Valley  of  the  Son  of  Hinnom.   (Jer.  xix.  6.)" 
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The  conflict  is  compared  by  both  to  a  WinepresSy 
and  to  a  Harvest 

The  words  of  Joel*  are,  Proclaim  ye  this  among  tiie 
Gentiles^  (that  is,  the  enemies  of  Christ,)  Prepare 
wary  wake  np  the  mighty  men^  let  aU  the  men  of  war 
draw  near^  let  them  come  up ;  beat  your  ploughshares 
into  swordsy  and  your  pruninghooks  into  spears :  let 
the  weak  say^  I  am  strong. 

That  is,  let  Earth  rebel  against  Heaven. 

Assemble  yourselves,  and  come,  all  ye  heathen,  and 
gather  yourselves  round  about 

Then  the  Prophet  turns  to  the  armies  of  God ; 

Thither  cause  Thy  mighty  ones  to  come  up,  0 
Lord. 

Then  God  Himself  speaks ; 

Let  the  heathen  be  wakened,  and  come  up  to  the 
Valley  of  Jehoshaphat ;  for  there  unll  I  sit  to  judge 
the  heathen. 

Then  He  sends  forth  His  own  Angel-armies  to 
the  conflict,  as  to  a  day  of  Harvest  or  Vintage. 

Put  ye  in  the  sickle,  for  the  harvest  is  ripe :  come, 
get  you  down;  for  the  press  is  full,  and  the  fats  over- 
flow ;  for  their  wickedness  is  great 

Multitudes,  multitudes  in  the  Valley  of  decision : 
for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  in  the  Valley  of  de- 
cision. 

Such  is  the  prophecy  of  Joel :  now  let  us  hear 
St.  John  f . 

*  Joel  iii.  9,  10.  f  Rev.  xiv.  14—20. 
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/  looked^  and  behold  a  white  chud^  and  upon  the 
cloud  one  sat  like  unto  the  Son  of  ma%  having  on  his 
head  a  golden  crown^  and  in  his  hand  a  sharp  sickle. 

And  another  angel  came  oui  of  the  temple^  c^'^g 
with  a  loud  voice  to  him  that  sat  on  the  doud.  Thrust 
in  thy  sickle,  and  reap :  for  the  time  is  come  for  thee 
to  reap ;  for  the  Harvest  of  the  earth  is  ripe. 

And  he  that  sat  on  the  cloud  thrust  in  his  sickle  on 
the  earth ;  and  the  earth  was  reaped. 

And  another  angel  came  out  of  the  temple  which  is 
in  heaven,  he  also  having  a  sharp  sickle. 

And  another  angel  came  out  from  the  altar,  which 
had  power  over  the  fire ;  and  cried  with  a  hud  cry  to 
him  thai  had  the  sharp  sickle^  saying.  Thrust  in  thy 
sharp  sickle,  and  gather  the  clusters  of  the  vine  of  the 
earth ;  for  her  grapes  are  fully  ripe. 

And  the  angel  thrust  in  his  sickle  into  the  earthy 
and  gathered  the  vine  of  the  earth,  and  cast  it  into  the 
great  winepress  of  the  wrath  of  God. 

And  the  winepress  was  trodden  without  the  city, 
and  blood  came  out  of  the  Winepress,  even  unto  the 
horse  bridles,  by  the  space  of  a  thoitsand  and  sis  hun- 
dred furlongs. 

Such  is  the  language  of  St.  Johu. 

It  may  now  be  inquired,  Why  is  the  scene  of  this 
conflict  called  a  Valley  by  the  prophet  Joel,  and  a 
Mountain  by  St.  John  ? 

It  is  called  a  Valley  in  one  place,  and  Mountain 
in  another,  for  the  same  reason  as  the  Conflict  itself 
is  called  a  Vintage,  and  a  Harvest,  that  is,  in  order 
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that  we  should  not  imagine  that  these  prophecies 
are  to  be  understood  literally. 

The  VaUey  of  Jehoshaphat,  and  the  Mount  of 
Megiddo,  or  Armageddon,  are  not  to  be  regarded 
as  any  one  place  on  earth ;  nor  do  they  represent 
any  one  event;  but  a  general,  open  rising  of  the 
enemies  of  God  * ;  a  marshalling  together  of  some 
Rulers  and  Nations  against  the  Lord  and  against 
His  Anointed \\  a  marching  forth  of  some  earthly 
Powers  under  the  proud  banners  of  Infidelity;  an 
open  league  of  the  Dragon,  the  Beasts  and  the  False 
Prophet;  that  is,  an  unholy  union  of  Christian 
psalms  with  shouts  of  blasphemy,  a  profiEkne  junction 
of  sacraments  with  sacril%e,  and  of  the  Cross  of 
Christ  with  the  symbols  of  Antichrist. 

This  gathering  together  is  said  to  be  to  a  Mountain ; 
for  they  who  thus  associate  themselves  are  swollen 
with  pride,  and  elated  with  confidence;  and  they 
rise  up  against  the  Mountain  of  the  Lord's  House  t* 
the  Church  of  God,  the  Holy  HiU  of  Zion^  upon 
which  Christ  is  set  as  a  King  ^. 

But  this  their  Mountain  will  sink  into  a  Valley 

*  Primasius  ad  loc.  Non  quod  ex  toto  orbe  in  unum  locum 
colligunt,  sed  quod  unamquamque  gentem  in  looo  habitationis 
suae  yolunt  militare. — Bede  ad  loc.  Non  ex  toto  orbe  in  hewn 
unum  congregati  sunt,  sed  suo  quaeque  gens  in  loco  sanctos 
impugnant. — Haymo  ad  loc.  Nunquid  ad  unum  locum  yenturi 
sunt?  Non;  sed  in  unum  consensum.  Ha^c  est  novissima  perse- 
cutiOf  quando  Diabolus  et  membra  ejus  aperte  pugnabunt  contra 
Ecclesiam, 

f  Psalm  ii.  2.      X  ^^aiah  ii.  2.    Micah  iv.  1.     §  Psalm  ii.  6. 
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— ^it  will  yawn,  as  it  were,  into  a  gulf  of  misery,  an 
abyss  of  shame— a  Gehenna,  or  Valley  of  Hinnom  ♦  ; 
and  so  the  Gratherings  of  Armageddon  will  be  Mtd- 
titudesy  Multitudes  J  in  the  Valley  of  Decision! 

We  are  thus  brought  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
Apocalyptic  Armageddon  is  not  any  spot  in  Judasa, 
(as  some  have  thought,)  or  in  Italy,  (as  others  have 
imagined,)  but  it  is  the  World  at  large  f,  wheresoever 
men  associate  themselves  in  a  League  of  ungodly 
Polity  and  corrupt  Religion ;  and  that  the  words  they 
gathered  them  together  to  Armageddon  are  a  figurative 
expression,  which  means,  th^  gathered  them  togetiier 
for  final  and  total  destruction  X. 

Here  let  us  pause  and  look  back.  What  has  the 
Vision  revealed  ? 

Babylon  falls.  But  the  Beast  and  False  Prophet 
still  remain :  they  form  a  league  with  the  Dragon ; 
that  is,  with  Infidel  powers,  and  gather  themselves 
together  to  the  great  conflict  of  Armageddon.  This 
confederacy  is  routed  in  a  marvellous  manner.  The 
Beast  and  False  Prophet  are  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  §. 

But  still  one  foe  remains — the  Dragon,  Satan  ||,  the 
Arch-Enemy  of  man. 

•f  Mercer  well  says,  (ad  Joel  iii.  23,)  Vallem  Josaphat  cir- 
cumstandas  totum  Mundum  sic  appellari  ostendunt,  non  angulum 
JudaesB. 

X  Igitur  (says  Michaelis  ad  loc.)  exercitum  in  montem  Megiddo 
colligere,  idem  est  ac  internecione  eum  delete,    ' 

§  Rev.  xix.  20.  II  Rev.  xx.  7.  10. 
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Here  we  arrive  at  the  close  of  the  Nineteenth 
Chapter. 

What  now  is  done  by  St.  John  in  the  Twentieth  ? 

In  the  Sealsy  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  Apocalypse  *, 
he  had  given  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  History  of  the 
Church,  from  his  own  age  to  the  day  of  Armageddon; 
in  a  word,  he  had  given  a  **  prophecy  to  the  end  of 
the  World  f  .**  And  now,  having  displayed  all  that 
intervenes  between  his  own  age  and  the  close  of  that 
great  conflict,  he  ascends,  in  the  Twentieth  Chapter, 
once  more  to  his  own  time,  and  gives  a  short  view  of 
the  History  of  the  Church,  from  the  Incarnation  of 
Christ  to  \\ie  final  overthrow  of  the  Evil  One. 

We  have  seen  already,  on  a  former  occasion  t»  how 
an  erroneous  view  of  the  structure  of  the  Apocalypse 
has  led  to  a  misinterpretation  of  the  Seals,  and  to 
the  imputation  of  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium  to 
the  Twentieth  Chapter  of  the  Apocalypse. 

The  true  view  of  the  Twentieth  Chapter  is  this  $: — 
St.  John,  having  displayed  the  sufferings  of  the  Church 
in  the  Seals,  and  God's  judgments  in  the  Trumpets, 
and  in  the  History  of  the  Two  Witnesses,  and  of  the 
Woman  in  the  Wilderness,  and  of  the  mystical  Ba- 
bylon, and,  finally,  of  the  great  conflict  of  Armaged- 
don ;  and  having  thus  displayed  the  melancholy  work- 

*  Chaps,  vi.  vii. 

-f*  Such  is  the  exposition  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  head* 
ing  of  the  Sixth  Chapter,  containing  the  Seals,  in  the  Authorized 
Version. 

X  See  above,  Lecture  I.  p.  28. 

§  See  above,  Lecture  VI.  p.  168,  109. 
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ings  of  human  corruption,  under  various  forms  of 
Paganism,  Heresy,  Superstition,  and  Infidelity, — re- 
ascends  to  the  first  age  of  Christianity,  and  shows 
how  Christ,  Who  had  been  represented  in  the  first 
Seal  as  a  Royal  Warrior  on  a  White  Horse,  the 
Horse  of  Victory,  conquering  and  to  conquer — ^had 
come  down  from  Heaven  with  the  key  of  the  bottom- 
less  piU  and  a   great  chain  in  His  hand;  how  he 
had  bound  Satan  and   triumphed  over  him  even 
from  the  beginning,  and  had  delivered  men  from  his 
grasp»  and  enabled  them  to  be  free ;  and  how — ^by  the 
Apostolic  commission,  Go  and  baptize  all  nations — He 
had,  in  His  divine  will  and  desire,  made  all  men 
members  of  His  own  mystical  Body — ^the  Church; 
how  He  had  thus  raised  them  from  the  death  of  Sin 
by  a  spiritual  resurrection ;  how  He  had  made  them 
Kings  and  Priests  to  God  in  Himself  and  had  de- 
livered them  from  the  second  death ;  and  how  He 
would  never  cease  to  exercise  His  divine  office  of 
protection  and  salvation  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  World's  history,  represented  by  the  complete 
number  of  a  thousand  years ;  and  how  they  who  suf- 
fer for  Him  could  never  taste  of  death ;  and,  how  fierce 
soever  might  be  the  rage  of  the  Dragon,  whether 
working  by  the  sword  of  Paganism,  the  wormwood  of 
Heresy,  or  the  plague  and  famine  of  Unbelief,  or  by 
the   sorceries  of   a  corrupt  Christianity,   yet  that 
Christ  never  had  left — ^and  never  would  leave — 
Himself  mthout  a  witness^  and  that  they  who  are 
true  to  Him  are  more  than  Conquerors^  and  may 
be  of  good  cheer,  for  He  has  overcome  the  Wo^ld. 
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Having  shown  all  this,  St  John  proceeds  at  once 
to  the  end.  Satan  (he  says)  will  be  loosed,  and  will 
^o  forth  to  deceive  the  Nations^  in  the  four  comers  of 
the  earth  Gog  and  Magog^  to  gather  them  to  battle*; 
and  they  will  beleaguer  the  beloved  city ;  sjidfire  will 
come  doum  from  Heaven  to  devour  them^  and  Satan 
toiU  be  cast  into  the  lake  offire,  where  the  Beast  and 
False  Prophet  aref. 

He  then  reveals  the  awful  transactions  of  the  Uni- 
versal Judgment^;  and  describes  the  glory  and 
blessedness  of  the  Heavenly  Crrv  § ;  and  pronounces 
his  Apostolic  benediction  on  all  who  do  Christ's  com- 
mandments, and  keep  the  sayings  of  this  Book  \\ .  And 
he  concludes  his  divine  Apocalypse,  as  he  had  begun, 
with  declaring  its  heavenly  origin  and  universal  ap- 
plication— ly  Jesus,  have  sent  mine  Angel  to  testify 
unto  you  these  things  in  the  Churches**. 

Let  us  now  make  some  practical  reflections. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  to  affirm  confidently 
that  the  prophecies  of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Vials, 
which  we  have  been  considering,  are  actually  at  this 
present  time  in  course  of  fulfilment. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  sinful  to  neglect 

*  Lightfoot,  Rev.  xx.  He  calls  the  enemies  of  the  Church 
Gog  and  Magog,  the  title  of  the  Syro-Grecian  monarchy  of  An- 
tiochus  Epiphanes.    See  also  Ezekiel  xxxyiii.  xxxix. 

f  Rev.  XX.  7 — 10.  %  Chap.  xx.  12—15. 

§  Rev.  xxi.  10—27.  ||  Chap.  xxii.  14.  7. 

••  Rev.  xxii.  16.  cp.  Rev.  i.  1. 
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the  evidence  of  such  an  accomplishment.  Blessed  are 
they  that  hear  the  words  of  tiiis  prophecy* :  and  our 
Lord  asks.  Can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the  times^^f 
Besides,  in  this  Vision  of  the  Vials  a  special  admo- 
nition is  inserted  by  Christ,  showing  the  stiddenness 
of  the  judgment,  and  the  need  of  watchfulness — Be- 
holdy  I  come  as  a  thief;  blessed  is  he  that  watcheth^ 
and  keepeth  his  garments  t»  lest  he  walk  fiaked  and  they 
see  his  shame  §. 

This  is  the  warning  from  Christ — I  counsel  thee  to 
buy  of  Me  white  raiment — ^the  pure  robe  of  Christian 
faith  and  holiness — that  thou  mayest  be  clothed^  and 
that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear  ||. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  former  part  of  these  prophe- 
cies— ^the  drying  up  of  the  Euphrates^  in  order  that 
the  way  of  the  Kings  of  the  East  might  be  prepared. 

They,  doubtless,  who  look  for  a  literal  drying  up 
of  some  natural  river,  in  order  that  some  Oriental 
Monarchs  may  march  over  its  bed,  will  deny  that 
this  prediction  is  in  course  of  fulfilment.  But  such 
an  anticipation  is  groundless.  No  such  Eastern  Sove- 
reigns will  ever  appear.  The  Euphrates  flows,  and 
will  flow  on ;  and  we  might  wait  for  ever  on  its  banks 

•  Rev.  i.  3.  t  Matt.  xvi.  3. 

%  The  allusion  is  thus  explained  by  Lightfoot,  (Harm.  N.  T. 
ad  loc.)  "  Beholdf  I  come  as  a  thief;  blessed  is  he  that  watcheth^ 
and  keepeth  his  garments.  The  Priest  that  walked  round  the 
Temple  guards  by  night,  had  torches  borne  before  him ;  and  if  he 
found  any  one  asleep  upon  the  guard,  he  burnt  his  clothes  with 
the  torches.  (Middoth,  cap.  i.  hal.  2)." 

§  Rev.  xvi.  15.  ||  Rev.  iv.  18. 
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expecting 

dum  defluat  amnis ;  at  ille 
Labitur,  et  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  aevum  *. 

We  have  said  already,  that  by  the  great  river  Eu- 
phrates we  must  understand  the  mighty  flood  of  the 
mystical  Babylon — the  supremacy  of  Rome. 

And  now  let  us  ask,  Is  there  not  a  strange  move- 
ment on  its  waters  ?  Do  they  not  seem  to  be  sink- 
ing ?  Are  they  not  parting  asunder  like  the  waves 
of  Jordan  smitten  before  Joshua,  when  he  marched 
from  the  Eastern  bank  and  pitched  on  the  East  of 
Jericho  ?  Do  we  not,  even  now,  behold,  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  whirlpool,  some  traces  of  a  Way  for  the 
Kings  of  the  East  over  them.  May  we  not  say,  that 
a  High  Road  is  appearing,  in  which  the  Army  of  the 
true  Joshua, — the  Everlasting  King,  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness^ — will  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation,  and  prepare  the  Way  of  the  Lordf 

What,  then,  is  the  lesson  for  us? 

Christ  is  the  Light  of  the  World.  He  is  the  Day- 
spring  from  on  High.  We  must  be  children  of  light. 
We  must  be  Kings  of  the  East. 

How  may  this  be  ? 

By  love,  holiness,  and  truth.  The  weakening  of 
the  Papal  Power,  and  its  alliance  with  new  ele- 
ments, will  prove  an  occasion  either  for  the  wider 
spread  of  the  Gospel,  or  for  the  greater  growth  of 
Infidelity.  Some  who  are  freed  from  the  thialdrom 
of  Rome  will  embrace  the  Truth.     But  many,  very 

•  Hor.  1  Ep.  1.  ii.  43. 
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many,  will  be  in  great  danger  of  felling  from  Super* 
stition  into  Unbelief. 

Here,  then,  is  an  appeal  for  your  Christian  faith  and 
charity.  Let  us  despair  of  none.  Let  us  pray  for 
all.  Let  us  implore  the  great  Shepherd,  Who  left 
His  Father's  house  to  seek  the  lost  sheep,  that  it  may 
please  Him  to  "  bring  into  the  way  of  truth  all  such 
as  have  erred  and  are  deceived."  Let  us  endeavour 
to  restore  them  in  the  spirit  of  meekness*.  Let  us 
take  up  the  words  of  the  Prophet,  Go  ye  oui  of  the 
midst  of  Babylon^  and  deliver  ye  every  man  his  soul 
from  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord-f.  Thus  we  may 
make  them  to  be  Kings  of  the  East 

This  is,  indeed,  a  work  which  specially  concerns 
the  "  Ministers  and  Stewards  of  God's  Mysteries." 
You,  my  brethren  and  fathers  in  Christ,  are  solemnly 
charged  to  prepare  the  Way  of  the  Lord  by  sound 
learning,  pure  doctrine,  and  holiness  of  life.  You 
are  eminently  privileged  to  be  Kings  of  the  East\. 

And,  Heaven  be  praised !  here  is  an  oflSce  for  aU. 

Let  all  the  &ithful  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
Church  of  England  endeavour  to  show,  by  their 
example,  that  the  Truth,  as  taught  by  Christ  to  His 
Apostles,  still  exists  in  the  world.  Let  us  commend 
it  to  others  by  our  zeal,  faithfnlness,  and  union,  in 
Evangelical  Faith,  in  Apostolic  discipline,  and  in 
Catholic  love. 


•  Gal.  vi.  1.  f  Jerem.  li.  45. 

X  Aquinas  ad  loc.  Hcbo  via  ?  Ah  Ortu  Solis,  id  est,  ex  eo  quod 
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Thus  we  shall  be  Kings  of  the  East.  Thus  the 
bed  of  Euphrates  will  be  a  Highway  for  Christ. 

We  proceed  to  the  second  part  of  this  prophecy. 

A  solemn  caution  is  necessary  here. 

It  seems  to  be  imagined  by  some,  that  the  power 
of  the  Papacy  is  now  spent^  and  is  about  to  ex- 
pire. 

This  is  a  very  erroneous  supposition. 

It  is,  indeed,  true  that  the  Papal  power  cannot  be 
exercised  in  the  same  manner  as  formerly :  it  has  re- 
ceived some  wounds  ominous  of  its  doom ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  has  found  new  occasions,  new  m- 
struments,  and  new  allies ;  and  so  it  will  make  itself 
felt  again  to  a  degree,  which  will  strike  the  world 
with  amassement. 

The  subversion  of  Thrones^  and  dissolution  of  Dy- 
nasties, the  abrogation  of  laws  which,  till  now,  had 
kept  the  Papacy  in  check,  the  proclamation  of  uni- 
versal Liberty  of  speaking,  writing,  and  printing,  and 
of  public  and  secret  association — the  abandonment  of 
Religion  by  some  Governments,  disqualifying  them- 
selves thereby  to  deal  with  matters  of  Religion — 
have  already  given  fresh  life  and  new  impulse  to  the 
Papacy.  Its  adherents  have  thus  been  enabled  to 
rally  and  organize  themselves  with  a  strong  and  mys- 
terious energy ;  and  so  are  preparing  the  way  for  its 
development  with  renewed  force. 

Christus  orietur  magis  ac  magis  in  cordibus  ipsonim  per  gra- 
dam,  qui  est  Sol  irradians  super  sequentes  Se.  Ego  sum  Lux 
Mundi.  Convertentur  enim  quidam  Christiani  tandem  qui  prius 
Antichristo  adhseserant,  et  ad  hoc  juvabit  prsedicatio. 
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All  this  is  clear,  and  we  ought  to  be  prepared 
for  it. 

Nearly  eighteen  centuries  ago  St.  John  prophesied 
that  the  Beast  would  ascend  from  the  Sea  *.  And  so 
it  did.  The  Papacy  arose  to  power  amid  the  waves 
and  storms  which  broke  forth  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  It  grew  to  grandeur  by  the  weak- 
ness of  Governments.  And  now,  after  a  lapse  of 
more  than  a  thousand  years,  there  is  a  similar  crisis. 
There  is  again  a  Sea — and  Rome  again  is  rising 
from  it. 

The  Apocalypse  warns  us  that  the  Beast  and  False 
Prophet  will  survive,  when  Babylon — ^the  seat  of 
empire — ^is  overthrown.  It  reveals  to  us,  that  there 
will  be  an  alliance  between  the  Dragon,  the  Beast, 
and  the  False  Prophet;  and  that  their  emissaries 
will  go  forth,  and  work  miracles,  and  gather  an  army 
against  Christ. 

Let  us,  therefore,  not  be  staggered  by  strange 
combinations.  We  may  expect  to  hear — indeed  we 
do  hear — immoral  theories  propounded  in  the  name 
of  Liberty,  and  infidel  doctrines  preached  in  the  name 
of  Religion.  God  Himself  is  invoked  to  sanctify 
breaches  of  His  own  Law.  Some  who  profess  to 
believe  in  Him,  and  some  who  boast  that  they  do 
not  believe  in  Him,  are  leaguing  together  against 
Him.  Here  are  the  unclean  spirits  which  issue 
forth  from  the  motUh  of  iJie  Dragon^  the  Beast^  and 
the  False  Prophet. 

*  Rev.  xiii.  1.    See  above,  p.  275. 
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And  what  is  their  office  ? 

To  gather  together  the  Kings  of  the  earth  ^i  that 
is,  to  muster  the  opponents  of  the  Kings  of  the 
East ;  to  levy  the  enemies  of  Christ  in  a  godless 
conscription,  and  to  marshal  them  for  the  battle  of 
that  great  day,  the  battle  of  Armageddon. 

Those,  who  look  for  an  Armageddon  in  some 
earthly  conflict^  will  be  slow  to  belieye  that  this 
prophecy  is  now  in  course  of  fulfilment.  But  the 
true  Armageddon  is  spiritual.  It  is  a  general  de- 
fiance of  Heaven. 

And  what  shall  we  now  say  ?  Is  it  not  probable 
that  the  preparations  for  this  warfare  have  already 
begun? 

What  shall  we  think,  when  we  see  that  some 
Nations  of  Christendom  no  longer  promote  the 
Religion  of  Christ?  Christ  Himself  has  declared, 
AU  Kings  shall  bow  down  before  Me^  aU  Nations  shaU 
do  Me  service '\\  but  they  venture  to  proclaim,  as 
one  of  their  principles  of  national  Law,  of  which 
they  vaunt  and  glory,  that  aU  Religions  are  equal 
in  their  eyes ;  and  so  Christendom  itself  appears  to 

*  Aquinas  ad  cap.  xix.  Reges  Terrce^  id  est,  pseudo-Apostolos 
qui  videbuntur  reges  aliorum  per  doctrinam  et  etiam  per  poten- 
tiain :  et  dicit  terrtE^  quia  non  quaerent  nisi  terram  homines 
terreni,  ad  faciendum  proelium  per  blasphemias,  per  doctrinaa 
erroneas,  per  miracula  et  alia  multa,  quibus  studebunt  Christi 
fidem  extinguere. 

+  Psalm  Ixxii.  11. 
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be  ready,  and  almost  eager,  to  erase  the  cross  of 
Christ  from  its  forehead,  and  to  make  itself  a  Pan- 
theon. 

What,  again,  are  the  words  of  men,  blending  the 
holiest  names  with  unholiest  acts,  making  Christianity 
a  watchword  of  Revolution,  and  using  the  Gospel 
itself  as  a  lever  to  shake  the  World,  and  even,  if 
it  were  possible,  to  subvert  the  throne  of  Grod  ? 

Are  there  not  here  some  sounds  of  a  gathering 
together  of  armies,  some  blasts  of  the  trumpets  of 
war,  some  unfurlings  of  hostile  banners,  some  noise 
of  chariots  and  tramplings  of  horses  rushing  to  the 
battle? 

In  a  word,  is  not  the  World  at  this  hour  on  the 
eve  of  an  Armageddon  ? 

And  now  what  follows  ? 

The  plague  of  the  Frogs  was  the  last  effort  of  the 
magicians  of  Egypt.  The  going  forth  of  the  unclean 
spirits,  like  frogs,  from  the  Dragon,  the  Beast,  and 
the  False  Prophet,  to  gather  their  forces  together 
against  Christ,  will,  it  is  probable,  be  the^noZ  struggle 
of  their  united  powers.  Their  confederacy  will  be 
routed  in  the  mystical  conflict  of  Armageddon. 

Then,  says  St.  John,  The  Beast  tcill  be  takeriy  and 
his  False  Prophet^  thai  wrought  miracles  before  him ; 
.  .  .  and  these  both  wiU  be  cast  alive  into  the  lake  of 
fire  *.    And  then  the  Dragon,  or  Satan,  will  remain. 

*  Rev.  xix.  20. 
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He  will  no  longer  use  any  specious  names ;  he  will 
wage  an  open  war  with  Heayen. 

His  doom  is  also  revealed.  The  Devil  will  be  cast 
into  the  lake  of  fire^  where  the  Beast  and  False  Pro^ 
phet  are*. 

Chrisf  s  victory  will  then  be  complete.  The  King- 
dom  of  this  world  wiU  become  the  Kingdom  of  the  Lord 
and  of  His  Christ  f. 

Finally,  why  were  these  avrfiil  truths  revealed  ? 

Not  to  indulge  a  vain  and  prying  curiosity.  Not 
to  gratify  any  craving  appetite  for  feverish  excite- 
ment Not  to  raise  in  us  any  proud  conceits  of 
Pharisaic  self-righteousness.  Not  to  provoke  in  us  a 
spirit  of  wTKth  or  hatred  against  those  whose  errors 
we  ought  to  deplore  with  tears,  and  whose  union  with 
ourselves,  in  Christian  truth  and  holiness,  we  ought 
to  desire  of  God  with  prayers  of  devout  affection. 

No.  But  to  teach  us  our  duty.  To  make  us 
more  thankful  for  our  blessings,  and  more  zealous 
to  preserve  them,  and  more  careful  to  use  them, 
and  more  desirous  to  communicate  them.  To  make 
us  mourn  vrith  shame  and  sorrow  for  our  neglect  and 
abuse  of  them.  To  make  us  fear,  lest  we  lose  them. 
To  instruct  us  all,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest^ 
that  our  only  safety,  both  public  and  private,  consists 
in  following  Christ  Be  wise,  therefore^  O  ye  Kings ; 
be  learned,  ye  tiiat  are  Judges  of  the  Earth.     Serve 

•  Rev.  XX.  10.  f  Rev.  xi.  15. 
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the  Lord  with  fear^  and  rejoice  unto  Him  tcith  reve- 
rence. Kiss  the  Son,  lest  He  he  angry ^  and  so  ye 
perish  from  the  right  way^  if  His  wrath  be  kindled^ 
yea,  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their 
trust  in  Him  ♦ 

These  things  were  also  revealed  to  warn  us  that  a 
time  of  peril  awaits  us.  We  must  expect  severe 
trials.  We  must  be  prepared  for  fierce  conflicts. 
We  must,  therefore,  arm  ourselves  with  the  whole 
armour  of  God  f. 

You,  my  younger  friends,  are  entering  the  career 
of  life  at  a  time  when  your  Christian  faith  and  for- 
titude will  be  severely  tried.  Take  this  divine 
Book  with  you.  Go  with  St.  John.  Go  with  the 
beloved  Disciple.  He  will  teach  you  not  to  be 
seduced  by  the  alluring  arts,  or  led  captive  by  the 
corrupt  doctrines,  or  deceived  by  the  lying  wonders 
of  false  Christs  and  false  prophets  %.  He  will  teach 
you  not  to  associate  yourselves  with  others  in  any 
ungodly  confederacy  or  unholy  enterprise,  on  any 
specious  pretence  of  Liberty,  Expediency,  or  Re- 
ligion. He  will  teach  you  not  to  follow  a  multitude 
to  do  evil§y  but  to  promote  God's  glory  at  any  sacri- 
fice, by  reverence  of  His  Name,  by  belief  in  His 
Word,  and  by  obedience  to  His  Will.  So  you  will  be 
Christ's  faithful  soldiers  and  servants.  So  you  vrill 
be  beloved  Disciples.     So  you  will  be  like  St.  John. 

•  Psalm  ii.  10—12.  f  Epli.  vi.  11—13. 

I  Matth.  xxiv.  24.  §  Exod.  xxiii.  2. 
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Then,  let  the  whole  world  be  arrayed  against  you 
in  the  iiirj  of  a  wild  Armageddon,  you  will  be  more 
than  conquerors*.  Christ  will  protect  you.  The 
Kino  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  will  fight  for 
you.  He  will  lead  you  with  His  victorious  army  to 
the  glorious  mansions  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
and  will  give  you  a  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not 
away. 

♦  Rom.  viii.  37. 
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Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they  that  hear  the  words  of  this 
prophecy. 

AH  Scripture  is  given  hy  inspiration  of  God  (is  the 
witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by  the  mouth  of  St. 
Paul),  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof  for 
instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  fnan  of  God 
may  he  perfect,  throughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works  *. 

These  words  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
Apocalypse. 

The  Apocalypse  presents  itself  to  us  as  ^  jReve- 
lotion  of  Jesus  Cheist  f .  I  am  the  First  and  the 
Last  I  am  He  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and, 
behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Write  the  things 
which  thou  hust  seen,  and  the  things  which  are,  and 
the  things  which  shall  be  hereafter  f.     It  is  the  voice 

•  2  Tiro.  iv.  16,  17.  t  Rev.  i.  I. 

+  Rev.  i.  17—19. 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  tiiat  hath  an  ear^  let  him 
hear  what  the  SpiRn  saith  unto  the  Churches  *. 

Such  is  its  tone,  such  its  authority — Divine. 

Again:  the  Apocalypse  is  a  Prophetical  book; 
it  is  the  only  prophetical  book  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment ;  and  in  this  respect  demands  especial  atten- 
tion. 

True^  indeed,  it  is,  that  from  the  mysterious 
nature  of  its  contents  some  have  imagined  that  it 
is  to  be  regarded  with  distant  veneration,  and  not 
to  be  made  the  theme  of  public  exposition  f. 
Doubtless  it  is  to  be  contemplated  with  feelings  of 
reverential  awe,  and  to  be  treated  with  holy  caution 
and  sober  seriousness,  and  to  be  studied  with  a 
careful  eye  to  other  parts  of  Holy  Writ,  and  to  the 
whole  tenour  of  Scripture,  and  with  fervent  prayer 
for  heavenly  light  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  shed  His 
bright  beams  upon  the  eyes  of  St  John. 

Let  it  be  so  read,  and  we  do  not  scruple  to  af- 
firm, that  this  Divine  Apocalypse  will  then  be  found 


•  Rev.  ii.  17. 

-f-  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  be  anticipated  that  if  an  occasion 
should  arise  for  the  reconsideration  of  that  question,  the  Church  of 
England  would  probably  be  led  to  read  the  Apocalypse  in  the  pub* 
lie  congregation.  In  so  doing  she  woidd  be  following  some  ancient 
Churches,  which  enjoined  it  to  be  read  and  expounded.  Legimus 
in  Apocalypsi  Joannis  (says  St.  Jerome  in  Psalm  czlix.)  quse  in 
Ecclesiis  legitur  et  recipitur,  neque  inter  Apocryphas  scripturas 
habetur,  sed  inter  Ecclesiasticas.  See  further  proof  of  this  in 
Appendix  K,  On  reading  the  Apocalypse  in  the  Church. 
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to  be  full  of  practical  instruction.  It  will  be  like  a 
holy  Manual  of  Christian  Faith  and  Practice,  jwo- 
fitabU  for  doctrine^  for  reproofs  for  correction^  for 
instruction  in  righteousness  in  every  age  of  the 
Church,  especially  in  our  own.  Blessed  is  he  that 
readeihj  and  they  thai  hear  the  words  of  this  pro- 
phecy. 

Indeed,  to  a  reflecting  mind  here  is  one  of  the 
most  striking  proofe  of  its  Inspiration.  It  re- 
ceives an  ever-growing  adaptation  to  the  future,  as 
the  future  rises  into  the  present.  If  carefully  stu- 
died, it  will  be  seen  to  be  endued  with  spiritual 
foresight^  and  to  be  fraught  with  anticipatory  pro- 
tests and  prophetic  cautions  against  errors  in  doc- 
trine and  practice,  which  did  not  arise  in  the  world 
till  many  centuries  after  it  was  written.  Like  a  holy 
Oracle,  it  affords  us  a  Divine  solution  of  great  con- 
temporary questions;  it  relieves  us  from  anxieties 
which  would  otherwise  distress  us ;  it  decides  diffi- 
cult controversies  agitated  in  our  own  age  and  in 
our  own  ears.  Not  only  does  it  resolve  our  doubts, 
and  rescue  us  from  error,  but  it  teaches  us  the 
truth.  And  this  it  does  not  by  cold  abstractions, 
but  by  bright  and  vivid  pictures  and  glorious  Visions. 
It  enlightens  Earth  with  a  heavenly  Schechinah. 
And  thus,  in  our  spiritual  conflicts,  and  in  our  hours 
of  sadness  and  sorrow,  in  all  our  trials  and  tempta- 
tions, behold,  the  blessed  Evangelist  St.  John,  the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  he  who  was  an  exile  in 
Patmos,  and  was  there  cheered  with  heavenly  sights 
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and  angelic  sounds,  comes,  as  it  were,  and  joins 
himself  to  us,  and  comforts  us  in  our  solitudes; 
and  so,  according  to  the  words  of  our  Lord,  he  tarries 
with  us  till  Christ  comes  *. 

It  has  been  my  endeavour  on  former  occasions 
to  lay  before  you  the  evidence  of  the  Genuineness 
and  Inspiration  f  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  to  show 
that  the  proof  of  its  divine  origin  is  confirmed  in 
a  remarkable  manner  by  the  fulfilment  of  its  pro- 
phecies. I  now  purpose,  at  the  close  of  these  dis- 
courses concerning  the  Canon  of  Scripture  and  on 
the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John,  to  display,  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  and  in  some  degree  by  way  of  reca- 
pitulation, the  great  practical  uses  of  the  Apocalypse 
to  ourselves  in  the  present  day. 

Here  I  might  invite  you  to  consider  the  testimony 
borne  by  the  Apocalypse  to  the  great  Articles  of  the 
Christian  Faith. 

It  teaches  in  the  clearest  terms  that  God  is  One, 
and  alone  to  be  worshipped  \ ;  that  He  is  the  Cre- 
ator, Preserver,  and  Governor  of  all  things  $ ;  that  in 
the  One  Godhead  are  three  Divine  Persons,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  || ;  that  the  honour  due  to  the 
Father  is  to  be  given  to  the  Son**;  that  the  Son 

*  John  xxi.  22.  f  Above,  Lecture  III.  p.  77. 

X  Rev.  iv.  8.  V.  13.  xix.  10.  xxii.  9. 
$  Rev.  i.  8.  iv.  11.  v.  13. 

II  Rev.  i.  8.  11.  17.  ii.  7,  8.  11.  23.  iii.  1.  6.  14.  xvii.  14. 
xix.  12,  13. 

♦♦  Rev.  V.  12,  13.   vi.  16.   vii.  9,  10.   xi.  15.    xix.  1. 
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of  God  is  perfect  man*;  that  He  is  the  firstborn 
of  the  dead,  and  liveth  for  everf ;  and  that  we  are 
justified  by  His  blood  X  ;  that  He  is  oar  Great  High 
Priest  and  King  ^ ;  and  that  by  virtue  of  our  bap- 
tism into  His  mystical  body,  we»  if  we  are  indeed 
risen  together  with  Him  in  the  first  or  spiritual 
resurrection  ||  of  a  new  life,  are  made  Kings  and 
Priests** \  and  that  we  reign  with  Him,  whether 
we  live  or  die,  being  joined,  together  in  the  blessed 
Communion  of  all  the  Saints  of  every  ageff ;  that 
He  is  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  the  Alpha 
and  OmegOj  the  First  and  the  Last  Xi  \  that  He  will 
put  all  enemies  under  His  feet,  and  will  reign  for 
ever  and  ever  ^ ;  and  that  He  will  judge  all  men 
according  to  their  works  ||||,  and  will  award  to  every 
one  either  everlasting  bliss  or  everlasting  woe  ***. 

On  all  these  cardinal  doctrines  the  Apocalypse 
speaks  in  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  on  this  ground  it  claims  our  most  devout  atten- 
tion. 

But,  our  present  concern  is  with  what  is  peculiar 
to  the  Apocalypse,  considered  especially  as  the  Seal 
of  the  Canon  of  Scripture ;  and  this  being  the  case, 
let  us  remark, — 

*  Rev.  i.  5.  V.  5.  xxii.  16.  f  Rev.  i.  5.  18. 

X  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  ill.  18.   v.  9.  vii.  14. 

§  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  13.  20.  vii.  17.  xix.  12.  15,  16. 

II  Rev.  XX.  5,  6.  **  Rev.  i.  6.  iii.  21.   v.  10. 

+f  Rev.  XX.  4.  6.  J  J  Rev.  i.  8.  ii.  8.  xxi.  6.  xxii.  13. 

§§  Rev.  xix.  15.  19,  20.  ||||  Rev.  xx.  11,  12.  xxii.  12. 

*♦*  Rev.  ii.  11.25— 28.  iii.  12.  xx.  13— 15.  xxi.  8.  xxii.  15. 
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I.  The  view  it  displays  of  the  Unity  of  Holy 
Scripture. 

Between  the  events  described  in  the  opening  of 
the  Book  of  Genesis  and  those  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Apocalypse  the  interval  cannot  be  less  than 
about  Six  Thousand  Tears. 

Observe,  now,  there  are  the  same  characteristics 
in  both  these  books.  One  is  reflected  in  the  other. 
The  Book  of  Genesis  reveals  to  us  Almighty  God, 
the  Creator  of  all  things  very  good ;  Adam,  formed 
from  the  earth;  Eve^  taken  from  his  side;  the 
Serpent  in  Paradise ;  Man  tempted,  and  driven  from 
Eden ;  and  the  way  of  the  Tree  of  Life  guarded 
by  a  flaming  sword ;  and  a  promise  made  in  mercy 
that  the  seed  of  the  Woman  should  bruise  the  Ser- 
pent's head*.  Such  are  the  first  records  of  Holy 
Scripture.  Pass  now  from  the  first  chapters  of  Gene- 
sis to  the  last  chapters  of  the  Apocalypse,  The  same 
God  is  revealed,  seated  on  His  throne :  Heaven  and 
Earth  adore  Him:  Man  also  is  there,  Adam  is 
there  in  Christ,  the  Second  Adam:  Eve  also  is 
there,  in  the  bride  of  the  Second  Adam,  the  Church : 
Paradise  also  is  there,  not  lost^  but  regained :  and 
the  Tree  of  Life  is  there,  no  longer  fenced  with  a 
flaming  brand,  but  open  to  all  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations  f ;  and  promised  to  all  who  overcome  t.  We 
see  also  there  the  Dragon,  that  Old  Serpent  §.     Ac- 

*  Gen.  iii.  15.  +  Rev.  xxii.  2. 

X  Rev.  ii.  7.  §  Rev.  xx.  10.  2. 
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cording  to  the  first  prophecy  of  Scripture  he  has 
bruised  the  heel  of  the  Woman's  Seed  \  Christ  has 
been  wounded  and  slain  \;  hut  He  liveth^  and  was 
dead ;  and^  behold^  He  is  alive  for  evermore^  and  has 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  j: ;  and  He  has  now 
bruised  the  Serpent's  head,  and  He  chains  him,  and 
opens  the  bottomless  pit^  and  cast's  the  Old  Serpent 
into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone^  there  to  remain  for 
ever  §. 

Here  we  see  striking  evidence  of  Unity  in  the 
whole  texture  of  the  Sacred  Volume ;  and  when  we 
consider  how  long  a  period  of  time  separates  the 
events  of  the  Book  of  Genesis  from  those  of  the 
Apocalypse,  we  recognize  a  remarkable  confirmation 
of  the  truth,  that  the  History  and  the  Prophecy  are 
from  the  same  Divine  Hand,  and  that  the  Events 
themselves  which  they  describe  are  under  the  con- 
troul  of  Him  with  JVhom  a  thousand  Years  are  as 
one  Day  ||. 

IL  The  next  pointy  to  which  we  would  advert,  is 
the  evidence  afforded  by  the  Apocalypse  of  Unity 
of  Design  in  the  method  adopted  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence to  assure  the  World  of  the  Inspiration  and 
Integrity  of  Holy  Scripture. 

Between  the  date  of  the  composition  of  the  Book 
of  Genesis  and  that  of  the  Apocalypse  more  than 
fifteen   hundred  years  intervened.      Such  was  the 

*  Gen.  ill.  15.  f  R^v.  v.  6.  0.  %  Rev,  i.  18. 

§  Rev.  XX.  10.  II  2  Pet.  iii.  8.  P«.  xc.  4. 
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period  of  time  during  which  the  Canon  of  Holy 
Scripture  was  growing  to  its  full  maturity. 

We  have  already  seen  *  that  the  Inspiration  of  the 
Book  of  Genesis  and  of  the  other  Books  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch was  declared  by  Almighty  God  in  a  special 
manner.  As  soon  as  it  was  written,  the  Law  of  Moses 
was  consigned  to  the  Holy  of  Holies ;  and  thus  its 
sanctity  was  attested,  and  its  integrity  secured. 

The  other  Books  of  the  Old  Testament  were  deli- 
vered to  the  keeping  of  the  Priests  and  Levites,  and 
were  preserved  in  the  Temple,  and  publicly  read  to 
the  people;  and  were  authenticated  by  Almighty 
God,  through  the  instrumentality  of  an  inspired  per- 
son, Ezra,  after  the  captivity,  and  were  preserved 
entire  by  continual  reading  in  synagogues,  and  by 
multiplication  of  copies  and  translations^  which  were 
disseminated  in  all  parts  of  the  World  f . 

Thus  the  Inspiration  of  the  Ancient  Scriptures  was 
attested  by  Almighty  God,  and  their  integrity  was 
secured  by  Him,  through  the  agency  of  His  Ancient 
Church. 

And  when  the  Divine  Head  of  the  Church  ap- 
peared in  the  World  in  our  human  flesh,  He  con- 
firmed this  Witness  of  the  Church :  He  acknowledged 
the  Scriptures  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  and 
He  commanded  them  to  be  received  by  all  as  the 
Word  of  God  t. 

•  See  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  ii.  p.  27 — 29. 
f  See  ibid.  p.  34—46.  J  See  ibid.  p.  46—49. 
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Jesus  of  Nazareth  (says  St.  Peter  to  th€^  Jews)  was 
approved  of  God  among  you  by  miracles y  and  wondersy 
and  signsj  which  God  did  by  Him  in  the  midst  ofyou^ 
as  ye  yourselves  also  know  *.  He  was  dedared  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  with  power^  according  to  the  Spirit  of 
Holiness^  by  the  Resurrection  of  the  dead\. 

His  Witness,  therefore,  to  the  Inspiration  and  In- 
tegrity of  the  Old  Testament  Canon  is  the  Witness 
of  God  Himself. 

Now,  therefore,  if  sach,  alas !  is  their  will,  let  proud 
and  wicked  men  assail  this  or  that  Book  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  let  Satan  direct  all  his  Weapons 
against  it.  The  Old  Testament  is  based  on  a  rock, 
which  can  never  be  shaken :  for  that  Rock  is  Christ 

You  perceive,  how  simple  and,  at  the  same  time, 
how  efficacious  is  the  method  which  Divine  Pro- 
vidence has  employed  for  assuring  us  of  the  divine 
origin  and  inviolate  integrity  of  the  Old  Testament. 
The  Witness  of  Christ.  This  is  a  testimony  which 
the  weakest  can  use,  and  which  the  strongest  can 
never  overthrow. 

You  will,  also,  observe,  that  we  Christians  have 
clearer  evidence  of  the  Inspiration  and  Integrity  of 
the  Ancient  Scriptures  than  the  Jews  themselves, — 
to  whom,  in  the  first  instance,  were  committed  the 
oracles  of  God  J, — ^have,  or  can  have,  till  they  embrace 
Christianity.  For  we  have  Christ's  testimony  to  their 
Scriptures.    We  have  the  Witness  of  Him  Who  ful- 

*  Acts  ii.  22.  t  ^om.  i.  4.  {  Rom.  iii.  3. 
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filled  those  Scriptures.  We  bave  the  witness  of  the 
Incarnate  Word  to  the  divinity  of  the  Written 
Word. 

Such  is  our  proof  of  the  Inspiration  and  Integrity 
of  the  Books  of  the  Old  Testament. 

The  Books  of  the  New  Testament  were  ad- 
dressed, for  the  most  part,  to  Christian  Churches, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  read  publicly  together 
with  the  Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  as 
of  equal  authority  with  them.  They  were  so  read 
in  those  religious  assemblies,  in  all  parts  of  the 
World ;  and  have  continued  to  be  so  read,  even  to 
this  day. 

Let  us  remember,  also,  that,  as  the  Books  of  the 
Old  Testament  were  written  by  persons  appointed  by 
God,  and  were  canonized  by  inspired  men,  and  ulti- 
mately by  Our  Blessed  Lord  Himself,  so  those  of  the 
New  Testament  were  all  written  or  authenticated  by 
Apostles  of  Christ. 

Thus  St.  Peter  canonizes  St.  Paul's  Epistles,  by 
calling  them  Scripture  *.  And  St  Paul  testifies  that 
all  Scripture^  that  is,  every  book  which  was  received 
by  the  Apostles  and  read  by  the  Church  as  Scripture^ 
is  given  by  Inspiration  of  Godf.  St.  John,  the 
beloved  Disciple,  he  who  leaned  at  supper  on  the 
bosom  of  Christ, — he  who  was  with  Christ  at  the 
Transfiguration,  in  Gethsemane,  and  at  the  Cross — 

*  2  Pet.  iii.  15, 16.     See  "Lectures  on  the  Canon,"  Lect.  vii. 
p.  167. 

t  2  Tim.  iii.  16. 
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he  to  whose  care  Jesus,  at  His  death,  committe<l  His 
own  Mother — he  who  was  to  tarry  tiU  Christ  came — 
he  was  specially  chosen  by  Christ  to  assure  the  Church 
of  the  Inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture.  All  the  Books 
of  the  New  Testament  had  been  written  and  were 
publicly  read  in  religious  assemblies  of  the  Church 
many  years  before  St.  John  was  called  to  his  rest. 
His  life  seems  to  have  been  providentially  prolonged, 
that  he  might  close  the  Canon  of  Scripture,  and  seal 
it  with  his  Apostolic  seal. 

St.  John  wrote  his  Gospel  as  the  consummation  * 
of  the  Evangelical  History ;  and  his  Apocalypse  is  the 
Seal  f  of  the  Bible ;  and  thus,  in  this  Book,  which 
is  the  Hevelation  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Voice  of  the 
Spirit  to  the  Churches  in  all  places^  and  even  to  the 
end  of  time,  we  have  an  assurance  from  Heaven  it- 
self of  the  Inspiration  and  Completeness  of  Holy 
Scripture.  And  in  the  identity  of  the  means  employed 
ever  since  Scripture  has  existed,  for  conveying  this 
assurance — that  is  to  say,  in  the  public  witness  of  a 
Visible  Church  and  of  its  Divine  Head — we  recog- 
nize a  proof  that  the  same  Divine  Being  Who  dic- 
tated Scripture,  has  watched  over  it  for  more  than 
three  thousand  years»  and  will  watch  over  it  to  the 
end. 

These  &cts  ought  never  to  be  absent  from  the  mind 
of  the  reader  of  the  Apocalypse.  They  afford  a  clue 
for  the  interpretation  of  passages  which  would  other- 
wise be  obscure,  and  they  will  fill  him  with  spiritual 

♦  See  "  Lectures  on  the  Canon/*  p.  157.  f  Above,  p.  I. 
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delight,  i^hen  he  observes  how  the  whole  structure 
of  the  Apocalypse  harmonizes  with  its  peculiar  cha- 
racter as  the  seal  of  the  Bible,  and  with  the  office  to 
which  its  author,  St.  John,  was  divinely  called,  of 
closing  the  Canon  of  Holy  Scripture. 

III.  The  heavenly  origin  and  tremendous  power 
of  the  Two  Testaments  is  vividly  depicted  in  the  first 
Vision  of  the  Apocalypse.  Christ  appears  arrayed  in 
His  sacerdotal  attire,  as  our  Everlasting  High  Priest, 
walking  in  the  midst  of  the  Golden  Candlesticks;  that 
is,  guarding  the  Churches,  and  observing,  whether 
they  bum  brightly  with  the  light  of  scriptural  doc- 
trine ;  and  out  of  his  mouth  goes  a  two^dged  sword*. 
Both  Testaments  proceed  from  the  mouth  of  Christ  ^^ 
and  they  are  the  sword  of  the  Spirit^  which  (says  St. 
Paul)  is  the  Word  of  God;  yea^  the  Word  of  God  is 
quick  and  powerful^  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword y 
piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit^ 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discemer  of 
the  thoughts  of  the  hearty.  Let  us,  therefore,  fear 
the  Two  Testaments.  Woe  to  him  who  despises 
them.  The  Lord  will  cut  him  in  sunder,  and  appoint 
him  a  portion  with  the  unbelievers  §. 

You  will  scarcely  need  to  be  reminded,  that  we  do 
not  use  these  symbols  of  the  Apocalypse  as  proofs,  but  as 
confirmations  and  illustrations  of  truths  proved  from 
other  sources.  We  appeal  to  them  as  mementos  of 
those  truths :  and  we  regard  this  divine  book  as  a 

*  Sec  above,  Lecture  VI.  p.  171. 

t  Rev.  i.  16.  ii.  12.  16.      %  Heb.  iv.  12.       §  Luke  xii.  46. 
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rich  storehouse  of  parables,  placing  these  great  truths 
before  the  eye  so  clearly  and  beautifully,  that  they 
charm  the  mind  Mith  their  grace,  and  rivet  ihem  in 
the  memory. 

To  proceed.  Look  again  at  the  Apocalypse.  God 
has  sent  His  Two  Witnesses  into  the  World.  He 
has  given  us  the  Two  Testaments.  And  He  has  re- 
vealed in  the  Apocalypse,  that  it  will  be  with  the 
Written  Word  as  it  was  with  the  Incarnate  Word. 
He  came  unto  His  oum,  and  His  oum  received  Him 
not^.  The  Witnesses  preach  in  sackcloth.  They  are 
trodden  under  foot :  they  appear  to  be  dead.  Yet 
they  are  alive.  The  breath  of  God  is  in  them : 
they  are  caught  up  to  heaven  in  triumph  to  His 
throne  f . 

Whatever  may  be  the  ignominy  with  which  the 
Two  Witnesses  are  treated  on  earth ;  yet  they  enjoy 
great  dignity  in  God's  presence.  On  earth  they 
wear  sackcloth,  but  in  heaven  they  are  clothed  in 
white  raiment,  and  wear  crowns  of  gold,  and  sit  near 
the  throne  of  God. 

See  the  Four-and-Twenty  Elders — the  emblems 
of  the  Old  Testament — crowned  in  glory  near  the 
seat  of  God  J.  See  the  Four  Living  Cherubim, 
winged  and  full  of  eyes— the  four- fold  Gospel — the 
Throne  of  God  Himself.  And  in  the  united  halle* 
lujahs  of  the  Law  and  the  Gospel,  we  hear  the  song 

*  John  i.  11. 

f  See  above,  Lecture  IV.  p.  128.   Lecture  VIII.  p.  243. 

X  See  above,  Lecture  IV.  p.  116 — 121. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XIV.]  Concluding  Discourse.  483 

of  Glory  to  God,  which  is  echoed  for  ever  and  ever 
with  one  consent  hy  hoth  Testaments. 

Therefore  he  not  deceived:  he  not  confounded. 
Look  not  at  the  World  judging  the  Word ;  hut  look 
at  the  Word  judging  the  World.  If  Scripture  is 
despised  on  Earth,  remember  it  is  enthroned  in 
heaven.  Be  comforted.  Take  courage.  Love  not  the 
World,  hut  obey  the  Word.  And  when  the  World 
is  no  more,  the  Word's  glory  will  be  yours. 

IV.  Again :  some  in  our  own  times  affirm,  that 
Civil  Government  is  not  to  be  regulated  by  the  Word 
of  God. 

Not  so  the  Apocalypse.  It  represents  National 
plagues  as  proceeding  from  National  contempt  of  the 
Two  Witnesses*.  It  thus  teaches,  that  not  only  has 
Religion  much  to  do  with  Politics,  but  that  true  Re- 
ligion is  the  basis  of  National  Welfare.  Piety  is  the 
best  Policy.  Faith  is  the  bulwark  of  Freedom — 
Mighteousness  exdteth  a  Naiion  f .  The  Law  of  God 
is  the  only  safeguard  of  the  rights  and  happiness  of 
man,  it  is  the  only  power  which  can  never  be  broken, 
and  which  will  destroy  all  who  resist  it. 

Some,  alas !  there  are,  who  recognize  these  truths, 
and  yet  despair  of  their  reception.  The  World,  they 
say,  has  pronounced  against  them.  They,  therefore, 
will  not  maintain  them.  They  will  swim  with  the 
stream ;  they  will  fight  on  the  winning  side.  That  is, 
they  prefer  popular  error  to  unpopular  truth.   Popular 

*  Rev.  xi.  6,  6.  f  P^v.  xiv.  34. 
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errors  have  many  advocates — ^popular  truths  require 
no  advocates :  unpopular  truths  demand  powerful 
advocates,  and  scorn  weak  ones.  And  the  unpopular 
truth,  which  we  have  just  enounced,  (the  ultimate 
triumph  of  God's  law,)  has  an  inspired  advocate  in  the 
Evangelist  St.  John.  Whatever  men  may  think,  say, 
or  do,  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  will  one  day  become 
the  kingdom  of  God  mid  of  His  Christ*.  This  truth 
will  one  day  be  received — received  by  the  whole 
Universe.  Who  among  us  will  not  then  wish  to  have 
sided  with  St.  John  and  with  Christ  ?  and  who,  there- 
fore, will  not  labour  now  for  that  glorious  consum- 
mation which  will  be  celebrated  hereafter,  with 
songs  of  triumph,  by  angels  in  heaven  ? 

V.  Again:  some  there  are  who  venture  to  say, 
that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  was  suited  for  other  times ; 
that  it  is  now  worn  out  by  age ;  that  the  World  has 
made  great  progress,  since  Christianity  was,  first 
preached ;  and  that  it  has  outgrown  and  outrun  the 
Gospel.  But  look  at  the  Apocalypse.  Here  also  we 
see  a  prophetic  warning  against  this  error.  Behold  one 
of  its  final  Visions.  See  the  winged  Angel  flying  in 
the  vault  of  heaven.  What  does  he  bear  in  his  hand  ? 
Any  new  message  ?  any  fresh  revelation  jfrom  God  ? 
No.  I  saw  an  Angel  flying  in  the  midst  of  heaven^ 
hating  the  Gospel  to  preach  unto  every  nation^  and 
kindred^  and  people  f .  And  how  is  the  Gospel  de- 
scribed ?     By  what  name  is  it  called  ? — ^The  Ever- 

♦  Rev.  xi.  15.  f  Rev.  xiv.  6. 
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LASTING  Gospel.  Be,  therefore,  on  your  guard,  my 
brethren.  Look  for  no  new  systems  of  Religion,  no 
revised  Constitutions  of  Christianity.  Think  not  thai 
to  be  temporal,  which  God  calls  eternal.  Hold  fast 
the  Everlasting  Gospel.  So  you  may  be  an  Angel 
now,  proclaiming  it  to  the  World.  So  you  will  be 
an  Angel  hereafter,  for  evermore. 

VI.  Again :  some,  you  are  aware,  there  are,  who 
would  impose  upon  us  articles  of  Faith  which  are  not 
contained  (and  which  they  allow  are  not  contained)  in 
the  Written  Word  of  God,  nor  can  be  proved  there- 
by ;  and  who  affirm  that  we  cannot  be  saved  unless 
we  receive  these  articles ;  and  they  will  not  commu- 
nicate with  any  who  do  not  receive  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  our  assertion  is,  that  Holy  Scripture  con- 
taineth  all  things  necessary  to  salvation  *,  and  that  we 
should  peril  our  own  salvation  if  we  received,  as  of 
necessity  to  salvation^  any  articles  of  Faith  which  are 
not  contained  in  Holy  Scripture. 

Such  is  our  asisertion :  and  we  see  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse a  confirmation  of  this  truth,  and  a  caution 
against  the  contrary  error. 

St.  John  is  commanded  to  measure  the  Church. 
An  instrument  is  put  into  his  hand  for  that  purpose 
— a  measuring  Reed.  There  was  given  me  a  reed  like 
unto  a  rody  saying^  Rise^  and  measure  the  Temple  of 
God\.  This  measuring  Reed,  as  we  have  seen,  is  the 

♦  XXXIX  Articles,  Art.  VI.  f  Rev.  xi.  1. 
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Canon  of  Scripture  *.  Thus  we  are  reminded  that 
the  Canon  of  Scripture  is  the  Rule  of  Faith,  and  that 
whatever  lies  beyond  the  lines  traced  by  it  is  no  arti- 
cle of  Faith. 

VII.  We  pass  to  another  point. 

Some  of  the  worst  errors  of  our  own  time  proceed 
from  want  of  attention  to  the  relation  of  the  Church 
to  Holy  Scripture, 

On  the  one  hand,  many  persons,  eminent  for  learn- 
ing, especially  among  the  Biblical  Critics  of  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  appear  to  forget  the  important  &ct, 
that,  ever  since  the  Word  of  God  has  been  written, 
it  has  been  committed  by  Him  to  the  custody  of  the 
Church.  I  speak,  of  course,  of  the  Church  as  the 
Congregation  of  fiuthful  men  from  the  days  of  Abel 
to  our  own, — that  is,  of  all  who,  before  the  Incarna- 
tion, believed  in  Christ  about  to  come,  and,  after  it. 
believe  in  Him  having  come.  They  seem  to  know 
nothing  of  the  momentous  truth  already  stated  f,  that 
the  Church  was  founded  by  God,  and  exists,  and  will 
continue  to  exist  on  earth  until  the  end,  for  the  great 
purpose  of  guarding  Scripture,  and  of  difiusing  it, 
and  of  assuring  the  World  of  its  Inspiration. 

It  is,  we  say,  deeply  to  be  deplored,  that  many 
Theological  Writers  of  our  own  age  have  neglected 
these  plain  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  ? 

♦  See  above,  Lecture  IV.  p.  123 — 126,  and  Lecture  VIIL 
p.  239—242.  t  See  above,  p.  476—480. 
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Some  among  them  receive  the  Bible  into  their 
hands  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  that  with  which 
they  would  handle  a  Manuscript  Volume  recently 
dug  up  at  Herculaneum.  They  discuss  and  dissect  it, 
as  if  it  were  a  literary  document,  wliich  existed  only 
as  material  for  the  exercise  of  their  ingenuity — and 
not  as  it  is,  the  Word  of  God,  authenticated  by  the 
Church  of  God,  acknowledged  by  the  Son  of  God, 
and  dictated  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

No  wonder,  that  they  who  thus  treat  it  should  be 
the  victims  of  their  own  presumptuous  blindness ; 
and  that,  in  their  irreverent  folly,  they  should 
affirm  that  they  discern  blemishes  in  it,  as  if  its 
Author  were  fallible,  and  they  omniscient ;  and  that 
they  should  venture  to  reject  this  or  that  Book  of 
the  Bible,  which  Christ  Himself  received  ! 

The  same  remark  must  be  extended,  with  certain 
qualifications,  to  some  other  parties. 

Many  of  our  own  nonconformist  brethren,  and 
some  even  of  our  own  communion,  who  have  little 
respect  for  the  authority  of  the  Visible  Church,  and 
appear  almost  to  forget  that  it  is  a  divine  Insti- 
tution, founded  for  the  guardianship  and  authenti- 
cation of  Scripture,  and  who  resolve  their  belief  of 
the  inspiration  of  Scripture  into  their  own  individual 
convictions,  do,  in  fact,  incur  great  risk  of  making 
shipwreck  of  their  fidth  in  the  divine  authority  of 
Scripture,  and  of  causing  others  to  do  the  same ; 
and  they  will,  we  hope,  receive  in  good  part  an 
earnest  entreaty  that  they  would  review  their  opi- 
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nioDS  and  reform  their  teaching  on  this  important 
point. 

Here  is  one  &tal  result  of  forgetting  the  relation 
of  the  Church  to  the  Bible. 

On  the  other  side  there  are  consequences  no  less 
disastrous. 

The  Church  of  Rome,  here»  as  in  other  cases, 
beginning  with  truth,  makes  truth  itself  the  occasion 
of  error ;  and  so  the  error  is  more  subtle  and  more 
dangerous. 

She  perceives  rightly  that  God  has  been  pleased 
to  employ  the  ministry  of  the  Church  for  the  authen- 
tication of  the  Bible ;  but  upon  this  truth  she  builds 
two  errors. 

First,  she  herself  claims  to  be  the  Church,  and 
assumes  the  attributes  which  belong  to  the  Church 
and  to  its  Divine  Head. 

Secondly,  she  makes  Scripture  to  depend  on  her 
for  its  authority ;  whereas  Scripture  is  authenticated 
by  the  Church,  but  is  not  derived  from  it. 

Thus,  for  example,  she  would  oblige  us  to  receive 
the  Apocryphal  Books  of  the  Old  Testament  as  in- 
spired, because  she  has  decreed  that  they  are  so ; 
although  it  is  certain  that  they  were  never  so  re- 
ceived by  the  Jewish  Church,  to  whom  were  commit- 
ted the  Oracles  of  God  *,  nor  by  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church,  Jesus  Christ. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  Apocalypse. 

*  Rom.  iii.  2. 
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Here  we  have  a  divine  protest  against  both  these 
errors,  and  a  divine  assertion  of  the  Truth. 

In  the  Tenth  Chapter,  St.  John  receives  in  his 
hand  the  open  book  of  the  New  Testament;  the 
Voice  of  Christ  is  heard,  which  is  echoed  by  the 
Seven  Thunders,  that  is,  by  the  Seven  Writers  of 
the  New  Testament ;  St.  John  seals  what  they  have 
written,  and  closes  the  New  Testament  Canon.  He 
then  holds  the  measuring  Reed,  of  which  we  have 
already  spoken  * — the  Canon  of  Scripture, — the  Rule 
of  Faith, — and  then  he  speaks  of  the  Two  Wit- 
nesses ;  and  then,  by  another  transition  equally  easy, 
he  passes  on  to  describe  Two  Candlesticks, — seven- 
branched  Candlesticks  of  Gold,  like  that  in  the  Tem- 
ple,— standing  between  Two  Olive  Trees,  which  feed 
the  Two  Candlesticks  with  oil,  and  enable  them  to 
diffuse  light. 

The  Candlesticks,  as  St.  John  teaches  us,  repre- 
sent Churches ;  and  most  beautiful  is  the  emblem. 
Of  pure  gold,  standing  on  the  firm  basis  of  faith, 
spreading  forth  her  branches,  diffusing  lights  burning 
towards  heaven ;  such  is  a  Church. 

And  whence  does  she  derive  her  light?  From 
God.  He  is  the  Father  of  lights  f .  And  how  is  this 
light  conveyed  ?  By  the  Word  of  God.  Thy  Word 
is  a  lantern  to  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  paths  1;^. 

From  the  Two  Olive  Trees,  the  symbols  of  peace, 
the  channels  of  the  oil  of  gladness,  of  the  unction 
of  grace  from  above,  the  ministers  of  light  and  joy, — 

♦  Lecture  IV.  p.  123.   Lecture  VIIL  p.  240. 
f  James  i.  17.  %  Psalm  cxix.  105. 
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yes,  from  the  two  ever-living  fountains  of  oil,  from 
the  ever-verdant  Olive  Trees  of  the  Two  Testa- 
ments, from  them  the  Two  Golden  Candlesticks, 
or  Two  Churches  of  the  Old  and  New  Covenant, 
derive  their  light. 

Both  these  Churches  and  Testaments  stand  side 
hy  side,  showing  that  1J^  Old  Testament  is  not  con- 
trary *  to  tike  NetOj  nor  the  New  to  the  Old.  The 
Law  and  the  Gospel  weave  their  branches  and  blend 
their  light  together,  and  the  same  God  is  Author  of 
them  both. 

Having  this  heavenly  vision  before  our  eyes,  we 
say,  on  the  one  hand,  to  those  who  overlook  the 
office  of  the  Church  as  the  Keeper  of  the  Word ; 
Observe,  God  employs,  and  ever  has  employed,  the 
Candlesticks  to  diffiise  the  light  from  the  Olive  Trees. 
He  has  appointed  His  Church  to  receive,  guard,  in- 
terpret, and  disseminate  Holy  Scripture ;  and  what- 
ever has  been  alway  so  guarded  and  authenticated  by 
the  Church,  that  we  believe  and  are  certain  to  be 
Scripture :  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Sixth  Article 
of  the  Church  of  England,  "/7^  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Scripture  toe  do  understand  those  Canonical  Books 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  of  whose  authority 
was  never  any  doubt  in  the  Church  f ." 

On  the  other  hand,  to  the  Church  of  Rome  we 
say.  Look  at  the  Two  Candlesticks  standing  between 
the  Two  Olive  Trees,  and  fed  with  oil  by  them. 
Look  at  the  Church  between  the  Two  Testaments. 

•  XXXIX  Articleg,  Art.  VII.  f  Art.  VI. 
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The  Candlesticks  do  not  give  light  to  the  Olive 
Trees,  but  the  Olive  Trees  pour  oil  into  the  golden 
pipes  of  the  Candlestick.  The  Church  does  not  give 
authority  to  the  Word ;  but  through  the  Church  the 
Word  illuminates  the  World.  You  claim  to  be  the 
Universal  Candlestick.  This  you  are  not.  You  are 
indeed  a  Candlestick,  a  Candlestick  in  danger  of 
removal.  And  by  presuming  to  say  that  you  alone 
are  the  One  Candlestick,  and  that  you  give  light  to 
the  Olive  Trees  of  God's  Word ;  and  by  aflirming 
UkU*  to  be  the  Oil  of  the  Divine  Olive  Trees  which 
is  not^  you  disobey  and  dishonour  Him  Who  waffcelh 
in  the  midst  of  the  Candlesticks,  and  you  provoke  Him 
to  remove  you  from  your  place. 

Thus  we  have  a  prophetic  protest  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse against  these  two  opposite  errors ;  and  the 
truth  is  here  presented  to  us  not  vnth  didactic 
formality,  but,  like  our  Lord's  similitudes,  in  a  beau- 
tiful picture,  drawn  in  so  lively  a  manner  that  a  child 
may  understand  it,  and  that,  when  once  understood, 
it  can  never  afterwards  be  forgotten. 

VIII.  Let  us  advert  further  to  the  prophetic 
teaching  of  the  Apocalypse  concerning  the  Chubch. 
Here  also  we  have  warnings  against  opposite  errors, 
and  a  clear  statement  of  the  truth. 

Some,  you  are  aware,  would  represent  the  Chris- 
tian Church  as  a  loose  congeries  of  discordant  ele- 
ments, without  any  fixed  organization  of  doctrines, 
sacraments,  or  ministry. 

Here  is  the  error  of  distraction. 
•  i.  e.  the  Apocrypha. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  Church  of  Rome  would 
bind  every  one  in  obedience  to  herself.  She  would 
make  all  to  bow  before  the  chair  of  the  Roman 
Pontiff. 

Here  is  the  error  of  false  unity. 

Both  these  dangerous  errors  are  condemned  by 
the  Apocalypse. 

To  those  who  do  not  regard  the  Church  of  Christ 
as  a  united  and  well-organized  Body,  we  would  say. 
Behold  under  what  figures  she  is  presented  to  us  by 
St.  John !  She  is  displayed  as  the  Hdy  City^  the 
Heavenly  Jerusalem.  She  is  revealed  as  the  Woman 
clothed  with  the  Su%  mantled,  that  is,  with  the  glory 
of  Christ.  And  though  in  this  world  she  is  beset 
with  infirmity,  through  the  weakness  of  man  and 
the  fraud  of  Satan ;  though  she  is  driven  into  the 
wilderness,  yet  she  is  fed  with  manna  from  heaven ; 
she  is  wafted  on  the  two  Eagle- Wings  of  God's  Tes- 
taments into  all  lands»  and,  when  her  pilgrimage  is 
over,  she  appears  again  in  the  Apocalypse,  cleansed 
from  the  taints  and  wrinkles  of  this  world,  and 
arrayed  in  snow-white  purity,  prepared  as  the  Bride 
of  Christ  adorned  for  her  Husband*;  and  she  is  re- 
ceived into  His  presence  amid  the  Hallelujahs  of 
Heaven. 

Will  any  one  say  that  the  Church,  pourtrayed  by 
St.  John  in  such  beautiful  and  celestial  colours,  ad- 
vanced by  Christ  to  such  a  Royal  Dignity,  the  Queen 
at  His  Right  hand  f,  is  a  mere  human  Institution  ? 

♦  Rev.  xxi.  2.  f  Psalm  xlv.  9. 
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A  mere  perishable  febric,  put  together  by  chance, 
like  an  Epicurean  World  coalescing  from  a  wild 
hurricane  of  atoms !  God  forbid  !  He  does  not  so 
build  for  Eternity.  And  what  is  the  witness  of  St. 
John  ?  He  speaks  of  one  doctrine ;  that  of  the  evev'- 
lasting  Gospel*;  and  Christ  by  his  mouth  commands 
all  the  Churches  of  the  World  to  hold  that  fast^  till 
He  comes  ^;.  Keep  My  word,  hold  what  thou  hast 
received  %.  And  he  displays  to  us  the  Two  Sacra- 
ments ;  Baptism,  the  crystal  sea  f  in  Heaven,  through 
which  we  enter  the  presence  of  God,  this  is  the  First 
Resurrection  ||,  and  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per. If  any  man  hear  My  voice,  I  will  cotne  in  to 
him,  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  Me  **. 

IX.  Again.  As  to  Church  Government.  Hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith  to  the  Churches.  To  whom 
does  the  Spirit  address  these  words  ?  To  the  Angels 
of  those  Churches.  And  who  were  the  Angels? 
Their  Chief  Pastors,  —  their  Bishops.  The  Holy 
Spirit  reproves  many  of  those  Angels,  but  He  does 
not  reprove  any  one  of  them  for  being  Angels.  He 
reproves  Bishops,  but  not  for  being  Bishops.  Nay, 
He  recognizes  them  as  such.  He  regards  them  as 
the  personifications  of  their  respective  Churches; 
and  what  He  says  to  their  Churches  He  addresses  to 
them.  Thus  He  owns  Episcopacy  as  the  form  of 
Church  Government  instituted  by  Himself. 

X.  We   turn   now  to  those  who   speak  of  the 

♦  Rev.  xiv.  6.  f  Rev.  ii.  24,  25. 

X  Rev.  iii.  8.  10.  §  Rev.  iv.  6. 

II  Rev.  XX.  5,  6.  ••  Rev.  iii.  20. 
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Church  of  Rome  as  the  Catholic  Church,  and  would 
bring  all  men  under  the  sway  of  the  Roman  Pontiff. 

Look  at  the  Apocalyptic  Churches.  They  are 
Seven,  and  by  their  Seven-fold  Unity  they  repre- 
sent the  Universal  Church,  made  up  of  particular 
Churches :  and  what  is  said  by  Christ  to  them,  is  not 
to  be  understood  as  said  to  them  exclusively,  but  as 
addressed  to  every  Church  in  Christendom*. 

Now  let  us  ask.  Were  the  seven  Churches  of  Asia 
subject  to  the  Bishop  of  Rome  ?  Was  any  one  of 
them  so  subject?  No;  not  one.  They  were  all 
governed  by  St.  John,  and  one  like  the  Son  of  man 
walked  in  the  midst  of  the  Candlesticks^  and  ordered 
St.  John  to  write  to  the  Angels  of  each  Church.  That 
is,  every  Church  in  Christendom  is  governed  by 
Christ :  and  it  is  instructed  by  Him,  not  through  the 
Bishop  of  Rome — but  through  its  own  Bishops ;  it 
is  responsible  to  them,  and  through  them  to  Christ. 

Observe  also  these  Churches  are  Seven :  and  the 
errors  of  one  Church  do  not  justify  those  of  another. 
Thyatira  must  repent^  although  Sardis  be  dead. 
And  so,  though  Rome  retains  her  errors,  we  must 
forsake  ours,  and  hold  the  Truth.  Each  Candlestick 
must  look  to  itself,  and  fear  its  own  removal. 

We  cannot  live,  by  Unity  in  Death. 

Remember,  also,  the  Seven  Churches  of  Asia  are 
now  no  more.  Their  Candlesticks  have  been  re- 
moved. Here  is  a  warning  to  us ;  and  to  the  Church 
of  Rome,  we  say.  Here  is  a  solemn  warning  to  you, 

♦  See  above,  p.  172,  173. 
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lest  their  &te  be  ours  and  yours — Remember  whence 
thou  art  fallen ;  repent^  and  do  thy  first  works^  or  I 
will  remove  thy  Candlestick  out  of  its  place  *. 

Cease  to  claim  Universal  dominion :  cease  to  boasts 
that  the  Roman  See  is  the  Rock  of  the  Church. 
Behold  the  Church  displayed  by  St.  John.  She 
wears  not  the  Papal  tiara,  but  is  crowned  with 
twelve  stars :  she  does  not  sit  upon  the  seven  hills, 
but  she  has  twelve  foundations^  and  on  them  are  writ- 
ten  the  names  of  the  twelve  Apostles  of  the  Lambf. 

If,  therefore,  any  of  you,  my  beloved  brethren, 
should  ever  feel  shaken  in  your  allegiance  to  the 
Church  of  England,  or  be  fascinated  by  the  claims  of 
Rome,  you  will  find  divine  guidance  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse. 

We  thank  God,  and  we  can  never  thank  Him 
enough,  that  the  Church  of  England  does  not  im- 
pose any  unscriptural  terms  of  communion ;  that  she 
holds  in  her  hands  the  Scriptures  pure  and  entire ; 
that  she  administers  the  Sacraments  fully  and  freely 
by  an  Apostolic  Priesthood;  that  she  keeps  the 
Catholic  Faith  as  embodied  in  the  three  Creeds,  and 
possesses  a  Liturgy  such  as  Angels  might  love  to  use. 
But  we  do  not  say  that  the  Church  of  England  is 
perfect.     No :  there  are  tares  mixed  with  the  wheat 


•  Rev.  ii.  5. 

*  This  twelve-fold  Apostolic  universality  of  the  Church,  as 
contrasted  with  the  Papal  unity,  is  also  brought  out  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  sealed,  who  are  12  x  12,000.  Rev.  vii.  4.  xiv.  1. 
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in  every  part  of  the  visible  Church.  We  are  on 
earth,  and  not  in  heaven ;  and  we  are  subject  to  the 
infirmities  of  Earth.  In  this  world,  we  dwell  in  Me^ 
sech^  and  have  our  habitation  in  the  tents  of  Kedar*. 
In  this  world,  the  Church  of  Christ  is  the  Woman 
persecuted  by  the  Dragon,  and  driven  by  him  into 
the  Wilderness,  subject  to  manifold  persecutions^ 
offences,  and  trials,  from  within  and  without.  But 
the  Church  in  the  wilderness  brings  forth  a  man 
chUd^  who  has  power  to  rtde  the  nations  mth  a  rod 
of  irony  and  is  caught  up  to  God  and  His  throne. 
Such  will  be  the  lot  of  the  remfumt  of  her  seed  who 
keep  the  commandments  ofGod^  and  have  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ -f.  So  the  true  Church,  and  so  now 
the  Church  of  England,  when  persecuted  by  the 
powers  of  Evil,  and  when,  like  Eve,  bringing  forth 
children  in  sorrow,  and  in  travail  with  them  till  Christ 
be  formed  in  their  hearts  %,  has  never  &iled  to  bring 
forth  masculine  spirits,  who  have  been  endued  with 
power  by  Christ  to  smite  the  earthen  vessels  of  god- 
less theories  vrith  the  iron  rod  of  God's  Holy  Word ; 
and  they  have  been  caught  up  to  Christ  in  a 
glorious  apotheosis.  And  so,  my  brethren,  if  you  are 
true  to  Him  in  this  our  wilderness  of  doubt  and 
danger,  even  Persecution  itself  will  give  you  wings 
for  heaven. 

And,  that  you  may  not  be  perplexed  by  the  luke- 

•  Psalm  cxx.  5.  f  Rev.  xii.  16. 

X  Gen.  ill.  16.   Gal.  iv.  19. 
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warmness  of  many  who  profess  the  truth,  or  be  irri- 
tated by  the  tyranny  of  evil  men,  and  so,  in  a  fit 
of  weak  and  irritable  impatience,  fall  into  schism, — 
observe  the  Apocalyptic  Churches.  Though  under 
the  government  of  St.  John  and  of  Apostolic  Bishops, 
yet  not  one  of  them  is  free  from  blemish.  Christ 
does  not  find  their  works  perfect  *.  He  notes  their 
errors  in  doctrine,  and  reproves  their  defects  in  dis- 
cipline. And  what  follows?  Does  He  advise  their 
members  to  quit  them?  Does  he  exhort  them  to 
pass  from  Ephesus  or  Sardis  to  Rome,  and  to  find 
peace  and  perfection  there;  or  to  join  any  other 
communion?  No:  He  commands  them  to  repent^ 
to  watchj  to  strengthen  what  remains^  to  abide  in  the 
truthy  to  be  faithful  unto  death.  This  is  His  ex- 
hortation to  us.  Hold  iast  the  truth.  In  patience 
possess  ye  your  souls  f .  Edify  the  Church  of  England 
by  holiness  and  love.  Pray  for  her:  labour  for 
her:  be  thankful  for  the  privileges,  t)ie  inestimable 
privileges,  which  you  enjoy  in  her  communion. 
Use  them  aright;  and  you  wiU  save  yourself  and 
others  f. 

Remark  also,  that  the  Apostle  St.  John  had  be- 
fore his  eyes  many  Churches  requiring  reformation, 
Churches  of  his  own  age  and  under  his  own  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  yet  to  them  he  says  little,  compared  with 
what  he  speaks  concerning  the  future  condition  of 
another  Church,  not  in  his  own  province,  the  Church 


*  Rev.  iii.  2.  f  Luke  xxi.  19. 
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of  the  City  on  the  Seven  Hills — the  Church  of  tbe 
imperial  City, — ^the  Church  of  Rome. 

He  contrasts  her,  in  her  degenerate  and  corrupt 
state,  with  the  Woman  in  the  wilderness  and  with 
the  Bride  in  heaven,  that  is,  with  the  Church  mili- 
tant and  with  the  Church  triumphant:  and  he  calls 
her  the  harlot  He  contrasts  her  also  with  the  spi- 
ritual Sion,  and  calls  her  Babylon.  He  reveals  her 
history,  even  to  her  fall. 

And  wherefore  does  he  speak  so  largely  of  her? 
Because,  being  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghosts  he  fore- 
knew what  she  would  become.  He  foresaw  how  im- 
posing her  claims  would  be;  how  extensive  her 
sway ;  how  powerful  her  influence ;  how  dangerous 
her  corruptions;  how  deadly  her  errors;  and  how 
awfiil  her  end. 

Therefore,  he  uplifts  the  veil  which  hung  before 
the  future ;  and  he  displays  her  in  her  true  colours. 
He  writes  her  name  on  her  forehead — Mysteryy  Bor 
hyUm  Oie  Great  He  does  this  in  love,  and  in  desire 
for  our  salvation.  He  does  it,  in  order  that  no  one 
should  be  deceived  by  her;  that  no  one  should  re- 
gard her  as  the  Bride,  since  Christ  condemns  her  as 
the  Harlot ;  and  that  none  should  love  her  as  Sion, 
since  Grod  will  destroy  her  as  Babylon. 

The  Church  of  Rome  holds  in  her  hand  the  Apo- 
calypse— the  Revelation  of  Jems  Christ.  Wonderful 
to  say,  she  acknowledges  it  to  be  divine.  Marvellous 
too,  she  founds  her  claims  on  those  very  grounds 
which  serve  to  identify  her  with  the  faithless  Church, 
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—  the  Apocalyptic  Babylon.  Your  notes  of  the 
Church,  says  St.  John  in  the  Apocalypse  to  the 
Church  of  Rome,  are  marks  of  the  Harlot  You 
boast  of  universality;  and  she  is  seated  on  many 
waters^  which  are  Nations  and  Tongues.  You  arro- 
gate indefectibility,  and  she  says  thai  she  is  a  Queen 
for  ever.  You  vaunt  temporal  felicity,  and  she  has 
kings  at  her  feet  You  pride  yourself  on  working 
miracles ;  she  makes  ^r^  to  descend  from  heaven.  You 
triumph  in  the  union  of  your  members  in  one  su- 
preme Head ;  and  she  makes  aU  to  receive  her  mark^ 
and  warship  tier  image^  and  to  drink  of  her  cup.  If, 
then,  you  are  untrue  to  Christ — if  you  have  violated 
your  spousal  engagements,  and  have  gone  after  other 
lords — ^your  trophies  of  triumph  are  the  stigmas  of 
your  shame ;  the  very  claims  which  you  make  to  be 
Sion  confirm  the  proof  that  you  are  Babylon. 

Therefore,  my  brethren,  be  not  weak  in  the  faith ; 
be  not  confounded  by  the  temporal  prosperity,  and  the 
long  impunity,  of  Rome.  It  was  prophesied  by  St 
John,  that  she  would  have  a  wide  and  enduring  sway ; 
that  God,  in  His  long-suffering  to  her,  would  give 
her  time  to  repent^  if  haply  she  would  repent ;  that 
He  would  heal  her,  if  she  would  be  healed ;  but  that, 
alas !  she  would  not  repent^  and  that  her  sins  would 
at  length  ascend  to  heaven,  and  that  she  would  come  in 
remembrance  before  God.  And  when  that  awful  hour 
shall  arrive,  then,  woe  to  the  Preachers  of  the 
Gospel,  if  they  have  not  taken  up  the  warning  of 
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St.  John,  and  sounded  the  trumpet  of  alarm  in  the 
ears  of  their  hearers.  Come  out  of  Iter ^  my  people^  and 
be  not  partakers  of  her  sins^  lest  ye  receive  also  of  her 
plagues*. 

Another  caution  is  here  given  by  St.  John. 

Some  may  now  be  in  danger  of  being  deluded  by 
the  confident  language  and  bearing  of  Rome.  They 
may  imagine  that  a  cause  pursued  with  such  sanguine 
reliance  must  be  good.  But  remember  the  parallel 
— ^Babylon.  Its  streets  echoed  with  music;  its  halls 
resounded  with  mirth  and  revelry ;  the  king's  guards 
were  intoxicated  at  the  gates  of  the  city  and  at  the 
very  doors  of  the  palace,  and  the  vessels  of  Grod 
were  on  the  tables  at  the  royal  banquet,  when  the 
fingers  of  a  mmis  hand  came  forth  from  the  wail, — 
and  Babylon  fell ! 

So  Rome  will  be  most  infatuated,  when  most  in 
peril.  She  will  exult  with  joy,  and  be  flushed  with 
hope,  and  be  elated  with  triumph,  her  Princes  and 
her  Prelates  will  vaunt  her  power,  and  make  new 
aggressions,  and  display  new  corruptions,  and  be  en- 
tranced in  a  dream  of  security,  when  her  doom  is 
nigh :  and,  as  the  great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  the 
glory  and  bulwark  of  Babylon,  became  a  road  for 
the  conqueror  of  the  city,  so  the  swelling  stream  of 
Rome's  temporal  and  spiritual  supremacy,  which  has 
now  flowed  on  so  proudly  for  so  many  centuries,  and 
has  served  for  her  aggrandizement,  will  be  in  God's 

•  Rev.  xviii.  4. 
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bands  the  means  and  occasion  of  her  destruction  and 
final  desolation. 

Two  rentiarks,  and  we  have  done. 

The  sins  of  Rome  are  to  be  avoided ;  but  this  is  not 
all.  Love  of  the  truth  is  something  more  than  hatred 
of  error.  We  shall  not  be  saved  by  the  destruction 
of  Rome. 

Here  is  another  use  of  the  Apocalypse. 

It  not  only  guards  us  against  error,  but  it  teaches 
us  the  truth.  It  exhorts  us  not  to  receive  the  mark 
of  the  Beast  on  our  foreheads  and  on  our  hands  * ; 
and  it  also  teaches  us  that  we  must  profess  the  faith 
and  do  the  work  of  the  Lamb.  We  must  wear  the 
cross  on  our  foreheads^  and  bear  it  on  our  shoulders. 
We  must  not  worship  the  False  Prophet,  and  we 
must  obey  the  True.  We  must  flee  from  Babylon, 
and  dwell  in  Sion.  We  must  avoid  the  Harlot,  and 
belong  to  the  Bride.  We  must  imitate  the  purity  of 
her  dress,  and  her  virgin  modesty.  We  must  not 
sully  our  Christian  robe  with  sin,  and,  when  sullied, 
it  must  be  washed  with  tears  of  repentance  and  in 
the  Blood  of  Christ.     We  must  walk  in  white  f . 

Otherwise,  we  have  no  part  in  the  heavenly  city — 
Blessed  are  they  that  do  the  commandments  of  Christ  f. 
He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things  § ;  but  There 
shall  not  enter  into  the  holy  city  any  thing  thai  defleth 
or  worketh  abomination^  or  maketh  a  lie^  but  they  which 

♦  Rev,  xix.  20.   xx.  4.  f  Rev.  iii.  4. 

J  Rev.  xxii.  4.  §  Rev,  xxi.  7. 
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are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life*.  The  unbe- 
lieving, and  the  abominable,  and  murderers^  and  all 
liars,  these,  says  St.  John,  shall  have  their  part  in 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone^  which  is  the  second 
death  f . 

Lastly,  we  have  seen  how  signally  those  wonderful 
prophecies  which  concern  one  Church  have  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  already  fulfilled ;  and  from  the 
divine  character  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  from  the 
fulfilment  of  those  prophecies,  we  are  sure  that  the 
o^er  awful  predictions  of  the  Book  of  Revelation 
which  have  not  yet  been  fulfilled  will,  one  day — we 
know  not  how  soon — have  their  perfect  accomplish- 
ment. Of  thai  day  and  of  that  hour  knoweth  no 
man  t* 

It  is,  indeed,  a  solemn  thought,  that  very  little  of 
the  Apocalypse  remains  to  befulfiUedy  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  time  to  the  end  is  probably  very  short,  com- 
pared with  that  which  has  passed  since  St  John  wrote. 

And  in  the  time  which  remains,  severe  trials  are 
foretold  by  him.  The  suns  of  mighty  empires  dark- 
ened ;  the  stars  of  the  world  fcdling  from  heaven^  like 
unripe  fiffs  from  a  tree  tossed  by  the  tvind§;  the  Third 
and  last  Woe — the  most  dreadful  Woe — still  remains. 
The  great  Earthquake,  such  as  never  before  was 
felt  II,  still  remains.     Physical  calamities,  and,  what 

*  Rev.  xxi.  27.  f  Rev.  xxi.  8.   xxii.  15. 

I  Matt.  xxiv.  86.  §  Rev.  vi.  13. 

II  Rev.  xvi.  8. 
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is  more  dreadfiil,  the  league  of  mighty  powers  con- 
spiring against  Christy  still  remain. 

Therefore  let  us  be  prepared.  Let  no  form  of  danger 
seem  strange  to  us.  Let  no  evils  affright  or  confound 
us.  Let  us  not  be  daunted  by  the  vast  array  and  by 
the  proud  exultation  of  irreligious  forces ;  rather^  let  us 
recollect  that  these  things  are  predicted  by  St.  John ; 
and  let  us  see  in  them  another  proof  of  the  truth  of 
these  prophecies,  and,  by  consequence,  of  the  truth 
of  Christianity.  Let  us  remember  that  we  are  warned 
by  the  Apocalypse  that  men  and  nations  will  com- 
bine against  Christ  and  His  Church  in  the  last  age  of 
the  world,  as  they  did  on  the  eve  of  the  crucifixion, 
and  as  the  Kings  of  Canaan  fought  against  the  armies 
of  God ;  that  they  will  rise  up  against  the  Lord's 
Anointed  for  the  last  conflict  of  a  fierce  Armageddon, 
and  that  Christ  will  scatter  them  all,  for  He  is  King 
of  KINGS  and  Lord  of  lords  *.  He  will  vanquish  the 
Powers  of  this  World,  which  Yf\\\  flee  from  Hisfacej 
and  say  to  the  mountains  and  rocks^  Fall  on  ttSy  and 
hide  us  from  the  wra£h  of  the  Lamb\.  He  will  take 
the  Beast  and  the  False  Prophet,  and  will  cast 
them  into  the  bottomless  pit'l;  and,  finally.  He  will 
consign  Satan  for  ever  to  the  same  prison^;  and 
He  will  reward  His  faithful  soldiers  with  endless 
glory. 


*  Rev.  xix.  16.  f  Rev.  vi.  16. 

X  Rev.  xix.  20.  §  Rev.  xx.  10. 
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Whom  will  ye  follow?  In  which  camp  will  ye 
serve?  Under  which  banner  will  ye  fight?  Whom 
will  ye  obey  ?  Christy  or  Antichrist  ?  Which  will 
ye  choose?  Victory,  or  Shame?  The  crown  of 
Angels,  or  the  chains  of  fiends  ? 

Judgment^  Heaven,  Hell,  and  Eternity  are  fore- 
told in  the  Apocalypse.  The  Apocaljrpse  is  from 
God.  God  is  true,  and  therefore  Judgment  is  cer- 
tain. Hell  is  certain.  Heaven  is  certain.  Eternity 
is  certain.  Behold^  He  cometh  with  clouds^  and 
every  eye  shaU  see  Him*.  I  saw  a  great  White 
Throne,  and  Him  that  sat  upon  it;  and  I  saw  the 
dead,  small  and  greats  stand  before  God,  and  the 
books  were  opened;  and  another  book  was  opened, 
which  is  the  book  of  life :  and  tJiey  were  judged  every 
man  according  to  their  works.  And  whosoever  was 
not  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the  lake 
of  fire\.  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  Jieaven  saying 
unto  me.  Write,  Blessed  are  (he  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord:  Even  so  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest  from 
their  labours;  and  their  works  follow  ihem\.  They 
shall  hunger  no  more,  nor  thirst  any  more§;  and 
God  shall  wipe  aU  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there 
shall  be  no  more  death,  nor  sorrow,  nor  pain  f| ;  they 
will  be  glad  and  rejoice  ** ;  they  shall  be  satisfied  with 
living  fountains  of  heavenly  joys ;  and  the  glory  of 
God  shall  lighten  them,  and  they  shall  reign  with 
Christ  for  evermore. 

♦  Rev.  i.  7.  t  R«v.  XX.  11—15.  J  Rev.  xiv.  13. 

§  Rev.  vii.  16.        ||  Rev.  xxi.  4.  **  Rev.  xix.  7. 
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Therefore,  with  Angels  and  Archangels,  and  m  ith 
all  the  company  of  Heaven,  we  laud  and  magnify  Thy 
glorious  Name,  ever  more  praising  Thee,  and  saying, 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  of  Hosts:  Heaven 
and  Earth  are  full  of  Thy  glory:  Glory  be  to  Thee, 
O  Lord,  most  High.    Amen. 


THE   END. 


APR  1  5    1915 


Gilbert  &  Rivington,  Piiotcn,  St.  John*s  Square,  London. 
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